Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EIC

Support person present: No.

My name is SR My date of birth is || | 052 vy

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Kilwinning, Ayrshire and spent my early childhood mainly between my
parents and grandmother in the Stevenston area. My parents name were||| | | N

-y grandmother's name was | Vv
brother is called ||

There were several moves for me between my parents and grandmother as my mother
was regarded as an unstable character and my father, unfortunately, spent much of
his time in prison and at one point when | was two or three years old he got a five year
sentence. | have clear memories of this period up until -1960 which is the day
my grandmother died. She had been the main support to myself and my younger
brother |Jfjwho was eighteen months younger.

| have a very clear memory of my grandmother dying in the small hours of the morning
and of being taken into care by the Children’s Department on that day at 11:00 pm. |
was taken to Clarke’s House in Largs. We were taken there in a taxi by social workers.
I'm aware that at some later date my brother |JJillwas returned to my mother who
was at that time living with || ijin Southampton. I didn’t see my mother after
that until | was about fifteen.



From about that date | find myself in a state of confusion regarding where | was living
or what was happening to me. | have been making enquiries for some time now and

am aware that, at times, | lived in the following places:-

Clark House, Largs (twice)
Burnside Children’s Home, Irvine (six times)
Gargath Children’s Home, Mossblown (twice)

| was also fostered with the following relatives:-

virs [ ry mother's sister — | S-'tcoats

Mr and Mrs | 2nother of my mother's sisters — | Sa'tcoats
Mr and Mrs [ S D /2 Y dad's brother — N
I stevenson

| would be put into a children’s home for a short period then sent to a relative’s house
before getting sent back to a children’s home, basically going from pillar to post. This
went on for years and | was constantly changing schools. This was all organised by
social work and | think the main man that dealt with me was called McVie or something
like that. Eventually | was put into foster care with who lived in New
Cumnock when | was about eleven.

Clark House, Largs

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Burnside Children’s Home, Irvine

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Gargath Children’s Home, Mossblown

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Foster Care with G NN o Cumnock

N i< with I - it was well known in the local area that

they were Iesbians. was known locally as @& . | didn’t know what
this meant at the time but, looking back, | do wonder about the appropriateness of
putting us in the care of two such women. Especially in the 60’s. | don’t remember
what we caliedand_l don’t know what age Gl was but she used to
boast about driving the lorries during the war.

The house they lived in had three bedrooms, one of which was downstairs.“ and
- slept on the couch downstairs. There were another six boys who lived there
who were all also being fostered by (S]]l She got paid for fostering us and
told us many a time that that was the only reason we were there.

It was social workers that took me to LI lls but | don’t remember arriving. As

well as the bedroom downstairs there was a kitchen and a living room. The bedroom
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downstairs was a show room and was never used. Myself and the other six boys all
slept in the same bed though | tended to sleep on the floor. The oldest boy, who was
about fourteen, was a pervert and what went on in that house was weird but it's things
| don’t want to remember and | don’t want to go into details.

Routine at Foster Care with

Bl would get us up in the morning by shouting and screaming at us and they would
then make us breakfast. We got dinner at school. | think we went to bed about 9:00

pm.
Mealtimes/Food

It was porridge for breakfast every morning and we often got pigeon or rabbit soup.
You got plenty of food but some of it was strange. There were no cups in the house
and we drank tea out of jam-jars. We got dinner at school.

Washing/bathing

We had a bath about once a week on a Sunday night for school the next day and the
water was normally refreshed with hot water between each of us getting a bath but not
always. | don'’t recall brushing my teeth.

Clothing/uniform

I’'m not sure where we got our clothes from. We just wore what we were given.
Leisure time

We were next to the River Afton and, when we got out, we played there or at a nearby
farm. In bad weather, or if we had been misbehaving, we stayed in the house staring

at the TV or just staring at each other. If you moved or talked you got sent to bed. |
don’t recall any books or comics.
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Trips and holidays

Every couple of years|galiland Il oot a new car and they would take us to Girvan
or Stranraer beach but it was all controlled. You would get out of the car after a long

drive, play on the beach for a while, then it was straight back into the car.

Schooling

| went to the local primary school but | didn’t enjoy it as | found | always had to fight
for everything. | remember one teacher called Miss [GEJfwho | drove mad with my
antics and at one point she grabbed me by the throat but that was me pushing her to

breaking point. Going from pillar to post and changing schools so often really unsettled

me and | always found school difficult.

Healthcare

| don't recall much in the way of visits to the dentist. | think we went to see a doctor if
we needed to but | don’t actually recall going to see a doctor or a dentist. | think if |
had it would have been a memorable occasion.

Religious instruction

Religion didn’t feature in my life while | stayed with G0N

Work

We would do the dishes and hoover around the house and each took turns at doing

these things like in a normal house.
Birthdays and Christmas

At Christmas we would be given a pair of socks and an orange but birthdays were
never celebrated. We were never given any treats and, at Easter, we wouldn’t even
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get an Easter Egg. The only reason we knew it was Easter was because we were off

school.

Personal possessions

| don't recall owning anything that | would call my own. It was as if we were just there

to be fed and go to school

Bed Wetting
Bed wetting was never a problem for me while | stayed at LI S-
Visitors

A social worker came once and | remember sitting on a stair getting grilled by a social
worker but | have no recollection what that was about. Social workers never asked
how | was getting on and | never felt that they were interested in me. It was as if they
had found me a place to stay and that was there job done. | know | couldn’t have said
anything to a social worker because would have been present and if | had said
anything out of place she would have given me a leathering.

Family contact

While living with (I ll ' had no contact with my family whatsoever.

Running away

| ran away constantly and would always get a belting when | got back. | would just
head off and try and thumb a lift but | never got far. On one occasion | got picked up
by the police and they asked me where | was going. | told them | wasn’t going back to

s and told them what she was like. They weren'’t interested and just dropped me
back at the house where | got another beating.
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Abuse in Foster care withjgs

| don’t remember what | had done wrong but | was bent over a chair, had my trousers
pulled down, and belted with a proper school belt. | just remember the horror of it and
the feeling of wanting to just crawl away. | think this happened to me two or three times
but it's that one occasion | really recall and | think | just got used to it.

Bl used to also slap me on the face on a regular basis which could simply be for
getting in her way. It was [eljwho did all the assaulting. [l was quiet and stayed
in the background. Neither ever showed me any affection.

Leaving Foster Care with

| ended up in court in Ayr though why I'm not sure. The court sent me to Dr Guthrie’s
in Edinburgh under, | think, some sort of Child Protection Order. I've always felt that |
was shipped off to Dr Guthrie’s because things were happening in Ayrshire with the
Social Work that wasn’t public knowledge. Edinburgh was miles away at a time when
there were no motorways. Most of those in Dr Guthrie’s were from the East Coast and

| only recall about three boys from Glasgow.

After | left foster care | developed a hatred for New Cumnock, probably because of the
horrible experience | had of living with | still don’t understand why | was
placed with those women and | think the local council for that area has a lot to explain.
| would say that most of the boys who were fostered there at the same time as me will
be dead given their life style.

Dr Guthrie’s School, Edinburgh - [JJJJJij 1265 to [l 28
When | arrived at Dr Guthrie’s | went in a big front door where there was a meeting

room, a gym hall and a long corridor. Upstairs there were four dorms, each of which
had between eighteen and twenty boys therein. The boys were split into Houses and
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| was in House Yellow. There were usually about 110 boys there aged from eleven up
to fifteen. If there was 120 then it was considered full.

The place had a playground, gardens and a swimming pool. It was a great place to
be. RN 2 S >t ' don't know who ran the place though it
was an approved school. When | arrived | was taken to a sewing room where | was
supplied with all the clothing | needed before being shown about the place. | was then
put in a dorm that had only one bed and a locker. Between the two big dorms was a
room where a member of staff slept overnight.

| don’t know how many staff there were but there were teachers and cooks and staff
that were on overnight.

Routine at Dr Guthrie’s

We would get up at about 7/7:30 am. We would get showered and dressed then down
for breakfast. If it was a nice day we would go outside for a while before going to
school. We stopped for lunch then it was back to school. After school we would go to

the gym or do some other physical activity.

Tea time was about 4:30 pm and after that we would do some more activities which,
for some, included music. There was always something to do in the evening. Lights
out was about 9:00 pm.

Washing

There were six or seven showers and each one had its own cubicles so we could

shower in private.
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Discipline

The only discipline | recall was being put in a cell to calm down for a couple of hours.
| think 1 was the only person ever put in there and it would happen if | got into an
argument with another boy and | would go berserk. There was no hitting and | think
the worse done was getting a telling off from Mr [ZZgliljin his office. On rare occasions
| think some boys got lines or maybe you would have privileges like swimming
withdrawn. The belt was never used.

Running Away

I'm not aware of anybody ever running away though it's possible that some of the boys
missed their parents and did run away. You could walk out of the place whenever you
wanted but you wouldn’t go far and everybody would return when they were supposed

to.
Abuse at Dr Guthrie’s

| don’t recall anything at Dr Guthrie’s that | would describe as abusive. Yes we got
shouted at now and again but you're talking about keeping over a hundred teenage
boys under control so there had to be at least some sort of discipline.

Leaving Dr Guthrie’s

| left Dr Guthrie’s simply because | had turned fifteen. | was sad to be leaving because
it was the first place | had been where | felt | had security. | went to my Aunt-s in
Saltcoats where | got a wee job with the local dairy and stayed for six weeks but-
- ived there. He was a foul-mouthed horrible man so | left and made my way
back to Dr Guthrie’s in Edinburgh on my own. However, when | got there, they said |
was too old and | got taken to Geilsland in Beith.
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Geilsland, List D School, Beith

| arrived at Geilsland on || 1968 and was there for about two months. | had
no complaints about Geilsland which was A CEEGEGNGE s SR vas Mr
| suppose my only complaint was that it wasn’'t Dr Guthrie's which | missed. | was
friends with many of the staff for years after | left Geilsland as | stayed in nearby Beith
with my wife years later.

Geilsland was an old mansion with modern buildings added on with greenhouses and
workshops. It's now a community hub. It was run by the Church of Scotland and had
about thirty boys therein aged between fifteen and seventeen.

It was run with a modern way of thinking and the boys were very much included in the
running of the place. Sometimes some of us boys would even be involved in the
interviewing of new staff. Geilsland is now shut down and | believe that was because
EZD was too far ahead in his thinking for some people to accept.

Yes, we had to line up for parade and, yes, there were times we had to be in certain
places at certain times but you always felt included. It really was an OK place to be. |
spent a lot of my time there doing different jobs like painting, gardening and building
which is what we did instead of having school classes. In fact the main building was
built by staff and students.

We slept in dorms though | later had a room to myself. Sometimes there was trouble
with the boys who came from Glasgow but | could look after myself and it never
became too much.

Social Workers never came to see me but [l Vas always on hand to speak
to. Sometimes | would get in trouble with the local police and [l would advise me
about a lawyer and if | had to go to court he would come and speak up for me. | think
the fact | was there under care and protection meant that felt obliged to help

me out.
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We didn’t get paid for the work we did but we did get credit put into an account from
which we could get things from the tuck shop.

Some boys went camping but | never did, | preferred going into Beith where | had met

some really good friends.

| had no family contact but | did start having contact with my dad who, it turned out,
lived just down the road from Geilsland. He introduced me to his brothers and sisters
and they eventually put me in contact with my mother’s family. | was actually surprised
just how many relatives | had.

The food was good and the woman who cooked the food ended up staying just round
the corner.

The belt was given at certain times but | never got it because | was bad but never that
bad. Sl would give the belt when it was necessary. He didn't believe in the
regimented way of looking after young boys and believed that, if something went
wrong, it was better to sit down and discuss what might be wrong with somebody in
the background that was making them behave in such a way. Yes he would shout at
you sometimes but shouting never hurt anybody.

We said grace at meal times and went to Church on a Sunday but | wouldn’t say that
religion was forced on you.

Life after being in care

When | was sixteen | went to Southampton and joined the Merchant Navy and did a
trip from Las Palmas to Cape Town which was a five week, two day trip. | met my wife

when | was twenty and got married a couple of years later. We waited another four
years before we had our first child.

14









84.

85.

86.

87.

The question is though have | forgotten that period to protect myself? Do | want to
remember those times? | don’t know and it's something | have to think about.

Lessons to be Learned

In my opinion there are two or three reasons why somebody would speak to The
Inquiry. You either do it to help build better facilities so that people learn from the
mistakes of the past or you do it for revenge. You can rule out revenge as far as I'm
concerned because those involved are all dead and you don't get revenge on dead
people. If you believe in God then they’'ve gone to Hell and that's the end of it.

For me, this is about the truth coming out and the hope that children in care in the
future will be better cared for. Children didn’t matter when | was in care and that has

to change.
You have to give children in care some targets to achieve. A routine for them would
help and give them a sense of security but being able to work towards something gives

them something to look forward to.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

EIC
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