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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

clole]

Support person present: No

My name is SRS My date of birth is [l 1965. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

deceased. There were eight kids in my family. My sister |JJjij was the oldest. She
died in 2003. My mum was pregnant with |JJij when she met my dad. |l was
about four years older than me.

My brother [l is about fifty-five, il is fitty-four and |l is forty-nine. My
sister [l s fifty-five, i is fifty and JEEEE is forty-seven or forty-eight.

I remember living with my family in ||| | j Q]I i» the Gallowgate, Glasgow. My
mum and dad were alcoholics, and | remember lots of people coming round to the
house to drink. My mum went out and did cleaning jobs, but my dad never worked. |
remember going with my mum to clean at the |l car wash. My sister | R
worked from about the age of twelve. | would say she was the breadwinner in the

family.

We moved to Castlemilk at some point after | made my Holy Communion. We lived
at _ My life there was horrendous. The old ladies used to throw
cakes and stuff on top of the dyke where the bins were kept at the back of the house,
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services. The social services office was just across the road from the school on

Dougrie Road, so | didn’t have to wait long for a social worker to come across.

| will always remember getting linked up with this socia| worker and will never forget
her name. She was called Maggie Mearns. She was my saviour. She got married
soon afterwards and her name changed to Mrs Bates. She was young and hippy-

like. She smoked roll-ups and had a lovely little Beetle car. To me, she was just cool.

| didn’t tell Maggie what was going on at home. She took me down to my mum’s
house and told me to wait in the car while she spoke to my mum. | don’t know what
went on in the house, but | imagine there was some discussion about the marks on
me. Maggie Mearns came out of my mother's house with an attitude that told me
there was no way | was going back in there. | thought she was phenomenal for
standing up to my mum. She then took me to Eversley Children’s Home in
Pollokshields, Glasgow. | was the only kid in my family taken into care. | was
shocked that they never took the others.

| think there might have been some social work involvement in our family before |
was taken into care. | remember we were all taken up to a refuge in Dundee one
time. That's where [l was born. | think social services arranged for us to go
there, or maybe it was through women'’s aid as my dad used to batter my mum. |
don’t remember ever meeting a social worker before Maggie Mearns.

Eversley Children’s Home, Pollokshields, Glasgow
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| have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. There can be a number
of different triggers for one person depending on the scale of abuse. A trigger for me
was the bedroom and the smell of sex, which made me scrub myself down below. A
trigger is like a pilot light going on. You don't feel it happening and you don't see it
coming. It just happens. My triggers were mainly the smells, even the smell of
alcohol makes me think of my father.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

100. The emotional triggers still happen even now. My emotions just kick in, and | start

101.

crying for no apparent reason. This is part of the impact, and | think it will always be

there.

There is physical damage as well as psychological. Everything interlinks. | have
been registered disabled for a number of years but have managed to work. | was
persuaded by -to give up work for health reasons in 2012. | had cancer in the
head and other health problems. My disabilities started with gynaecological problems
and stomach issues. | suffer from unexplained lower abdominal pain. | have been in
and out of hospital for years with respiratory problems. | started off with asthma and
then was diagnosed with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. | ended up in
hospital last year and was told | have emphysema, so | am now on a Glyceral

Trinitrate spray.
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Reporting of Abuse

| disclosed the abuse to my family around 1990. My sister [JJjillcame to live in
Nottingham with her baby girl. She was talking about getting my dad down for a
week’s holiday and that's when it all came out. | told her she couldn’t let our dad near
the baby. | think that's the only reason | disclosed it. | had told people here in
Nottingham about it, because there was no family connection and they didn’t know
my dad, but this was the first time | had spoken to any family member about it.

I didn't believe me and spoke to my sister [l who confirmed that she too
had been abused by my dad. | wasn't aware of that. |Jjjjiiihad already dealt with
her own issues. [l told me that she reported the abuse to my mum when she
was four years old. She was taken to the police station and because there was no
full penetration, she was sent home and told to stop telling lies about her daddy. It
makes me mad that there was an opportunity to stop it way back then.

I oot me to come up to Glasgow, and | told her all about the abuse and how |
believed that [l was my father's son. She encouraged me to get a DNA test
done. [l was about twelve at this time. [JJiij took me to Govan police station,
and she gave her statement and | gave mine. | also did a blood test. | never got
those results in my hand but was told by |JJjjij that il was not my father’s son.

I c<alt with everything.

My father didn't get charged. | don't know what happened to him. | don’t know if
I did anything about it, because she was up in Glasgow and | was in England.
All | did was give the statement and provide the blood sample. | even wondered at
the time if my dad had sent somebody else in to do the blood test. He was a cunning
old man.

In about 1994, two police officers from Strathclyde Police came to talk to me about
allegations of abuse by my father which had been made by five children in St Annes.
My father had been living there for a while. | spoke to the police about my dad and
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| wrote to Maggie Thatcher in the eighties telling her about the abuse. | got a letter
back saying, “Sorry, we can’t help you at this time”.

Records

| have never tried to access my records. | don't know how to. | would love to get
them and find out what's been said about me.

| want to see in black and white why | was taken into care. | want to see if there is
even a hint of what was going on in my family home, and if there was, why it was
never followed up.

Lessons to be learned

| don’t want to see in ten years’ time that people are still waiting thirty or forty years
before they disclose what happened to them in childhood. Agencies that work with
kids need to find ways of helping them to disclose abuse when they are still children.
| left the care system not able to disclose it. And, when disclosures are made,
something needs to be done immediately. They need to get the right therapy in for
the kids straight away to help them heal, instead of waiting until the damage has
been done. In fact, | think as soon as every child is received into care, an
assessment should be done on risks to their development, and the right team of
therapists should be put in place straight away.

This early intervention would save the taxpayers money in the long run. When

there’s no such early intervention, the kids grow up suffering in all kinds of ways and
then have their own kids, who often end up in care too. And so the cycle is repeated.
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139. | still get a warm feeling of protection when | think about them now. | have a feeling
that | was close to disclosing the abuse to them. | also remember overhearing a

conversation between [ and his wife about the possibility of me going to live
with them. | don’t know if they were in communication with social services about

fostering me.

140. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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