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forever, kind of thing.

Okay. So was it from there, then -- did you go to
Balrossie before Cardross?

Mm-hm.

Yes. Okay.

Yes.

So --

I didn't know I was golng to Balrossie until emergency
social workers appeared in the early hours of the
morning to take me from Shettleston Police Station. But
I thought I was -- when they started saying I was going
to a different home, then everything just all started
going wrong.

Okay. So you were taken to Balrossie, then; can you
just tell me a little bit about Balrossie? Can you
recall who was in charge there?

I can't. I don't know who was in charge at it. There
was only certain staff that stuck in Balrossie for
specific reasons, because it was only a short period of
time I was there, so I didn't really get to know the
foundations of the place.

And who are the staff that stick in your mind, 'Thomas'?

What was‘s role?

He was a member of staff within the unit that I was held
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Who was this man who was doing this?

]

And how did that come to an end, 'Thomas'?

I done what he told me to do. He stopped.

I think you tell us in your statement, 'Thomas', that
when you were taken back to the home following that you
wanted to phone your mum?

Mm-hm. Mm-hm. I was emotional. I just wanted to speak
to my mum and tell her -- because at this stage I didn't
even know if my mum and dad knew where I was. I had to
tell them where I was. I needed them to know where

I was, hoping they would come and get me. I was told

I would get a call. I was to calm down.

I toldthat I was going to tell my dad and my
Uncle-what he done to me, and he threatened me with
the other boys in the unit. He told me he would just
get them to batter me. And there was a boy with a slash
mark on his face and he used him. Everybody was scared
of him because he'd been slashed. And he used --

I don't know the boy's name, but he was telling him, he
came to the doorway —-- not in the doorway, but back
through the doorway, he kind of threatened me.

And to that point I wasn't a violent person, but
I thought the only way I am going to be able to survive

here is acting violent back. And I said, 'Well, let's
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A. Yes.

Q. Indeed, you say in your statement, as you have just told
us, you say there were no real issues in Cardross 'the
first time I was there'.

A. Mm-hm, no.

Q. You do tell us about a particular member of staff,

a female member of staff who was there; can you recall
a particular --

Q. Yes, that's who you talk about in your statement. And
you mention behaviour.

A. . I can't remember if her name or.

Q. Okay.

A. She was a heavy woman. She was one of the higher
members of staff.

LADY SMITH: Did you say you can't remember if her name was

- o or. I think it wasor. There was

two and I used to get them mixed up, because there was
i HWA .
one called-and one called .  But the heavierxr
woman, she was like one of the senior staff.
MS MACLEOD: And how did she behave towards you and some of
the other boys?
A. She was -- see at the time, because of the -- she would

have carry-ons with you and that. So there was things

23















10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Aye, I was eventually caught by the police and returned.
This time I was put into Carman Unit.

You were put into where, sorry?

Carman Unit.

Carman Unit.

You tell us, in paragraph 141 of your statement,
about what happened, 'Thomas', on your return to
Cardross. You say that the police took you back and,
after they left, you were in the bedroom in the unit and
that you got shouted into the hallway?

Mm-hm.
Who shouted you into the hallway?

manager guy, So he was.

So was or; was he

SNR or your unit,
or are you not sure?

I am not sure. But I know he was, like, head in Carman.
Okay. What happened then? Did you go into the hallway?
It was -- the rooms were dead wee. And I just opened
the door and it was -- the member of staff told me to
come out. And then I seenwalking down
the hallway towards us, and I was told I was to give
them my training shoes. I was to hand over my trainers

and I was only to be in slippers.
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And I didn't want that, because I knew if I had --
I never had my trainers, if my mum and dad couldn't come
and get me, then I had to run away, and I didn't want to
run away in slippers, but I had no option. And then
I reluctantly gave my trainers over. Then he grabbed me
by the throat and slammed me up against the -- it wasn't
like a wall. It was, like, a column of a wall,
splitting up two rooms, kind of thing. And he had me on
my tip toes, and he was screaming that he would break my
fucking -- if I tried to run away again, he would break
my fucking legs. When he was shouting, he was spitting,
and I just remember the fear running through me and
feeling this spit landing on me.
At paragraph 142, 'Thomas', you tell the Inquiry that
you thought he was going to kill you, because you were
struggling to breathe, harder and harder by the second?
Yes, at the time. I didn't think he was going to -- you
can say I felt I wasn't going to come out of it, but it
was: he's not going to stop.

That's what -- he is getting worse, you know what
I mean? And the anger in him. You will see on TV and
things characters being angry, and you see on the
street, maybe, gangs fighting. But as a grown man being
aggressive to me -- [AMEEEMhad done what he done with the

snow, but he was in -- like, in my face, know what
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I mean, which made it worse, if you understand?

Did something happen then to you in the course of the
attack?

Aye, I wet myself.

And how did he respond to that?

That's when he kind of released and told me to get

a shower. I was a 'pishy wee bastard'.

And you do tell us, 'Thomas', that you remember
standing, crying in the shower?

Yes.

'"Thomas', did other members of staff see this happening?
Mm-hm. The staff were there.

Were you offered any kind of support or help following
the incident?

No. Just when I came out the shower, just told to go to
my room and get some sleep.

Now, the next day, 'Thomas', did you have more dealings
I can't remember if I had dealings with him the next
day. I did have other dealings with him, but ...

Was there a time when he asked you to come to his car?

It wasn't his car. It was always me, a boy called

KLA a boy called , and a boy called,
I think, There was a boy called

. It was always the same ones he would pick.
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And he would come in -- we weren't misbehaving. We
weren't bad, but he would say we had misbehaved. And we
knew when it was going to happen because the golf bag
would be in the back seat of his car. He had a red and
white golf bag, a (indistinct) golf bag, and when that
golf bag was in the back seat of that car, you knew what
was happening.

And what did happen on those occasions, 'Thomas’'?

He would take us to the back of the Carman Unit,
underneath Carman Unit was part education, part the
cooking bit, where they cooked all the meals, and it was
like a grey, rough wall. And he would line us up
against the wall and he would go in, put his glove on,
bring a golf club out, and put balls on the ground, and
sometimes he would hit the ball at you. Sometimes he
would just kid on he was doing it and then if you
flinched or went to move out the away -- the ones that
didn't flinch got moved aside and the ones that flinched
were kept against the wall and golf balls fired at them.
And did you have golf balls fired at you byin
this way?

Mm~-hm, mm-hm.

Did the golf balls make contact with your bodies?

Once, mm-hm, my shin.

Which part --
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You mentioned that it tended to be yourself, and you
have named some other boys that were taken out by,
Can you tell me roughly how many times this happened
while you were at Cardross?
About three/four times.
Did other staff know he was engaging in this practice?
Aye, because we had told staff as well. There was one
time he also -- see, when he -- before he had even hit
the golf balls at us, behind was just like a wee path
where the car would sit, right? And behind it was
really thick, condensed bushes and a field, and a golf
course/farm kind of thing, and he told us, he was like
that, 'I could fucking murder yous and ditch yous in
there, and I would just report you as AWOLs. And by the
time any of your remains were found the rats and the
foxes would have eaten you. You are just a runaway',
that's what he said to us.
You tell us in your statement, 'Thomas', that you were
terrified of RN
Aye. I was brought up in a mixed family setting,
religious-wise, but I then became -- I didn't like Irish
Catholic people.
You say that the mixture of things he was doing to you,
including shouting at you, the golf balls, et cetera,

you say caused a lot of mental issues for you?
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A. (Nods) .

Q. Can you just develop that for me?

A. I didn't like Irish Catholics because of him.

LADY SMITH: So, sorry, 'Thomas', are you telling me that
after encountering this man, [l , you started
disliking Irish Catholics, but you hadn't disliked them
before that?

A. I didn't know what they were before that.

LADY SMITH: ©Okay, right, I think I have your point. It
made you dislike Irish Catholics, but you hadn't
disliked them before.

A. No, I didn't.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: You mention another staff member. You remember
a teacher called |aEraN

A. Aye.

Q. What was his role?

A. I can't remember his exact class, but it was at the
dining room. And then there was a few wee stairs, and
his class was facing you. He was a tall chap.

Q. Was he a teacher?

A. Mm-hm, with grey hair.

Q. Okay. And you tell us in your statement about

involvement that you saw him having with one of the

girls, who was --
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Mm-hm. That was --

~= in the --
That was -- I was in Fruin Unit. I was in Fruin Unit
when that -- he used to -- the girl used to walk about

with her jeans undone, her buttons out, and staff used
to tell her to pull her zip up because it was mixed in
the hall. He used to take her away. He would take her
ocot.

After he was finished his hours, he would come up to
the unit and take her out, and he used to say it was
because she was 16, she could smoke, so he would take
her out to get some fags and that.

But then, in the room, she would be there and he
would turn all the lights out and, like, with films, he
always put, like -- it was video cassette tapes and he
would have all different things, films on the wvideo
cassette tapes, and then he would black the room out and
put the video on for everybody to watch and he would sit
with her, in his coat and that.

And in your statement, you say that sometimes he would
put a cover or a cloth over both of them?

Mm-hm.

How old was the girl?

16.

And how old, do you know, was the teacher,
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He was, like, a grown man, Miss, with grey hair.

Okay. Now, you --

I think it was history, because I always remember
watching Braveheart in that class.

Okay. You provide some evidence in your statement about
the use of restraint in Cardross; is that something that
was used by the staff?

Aye, you would see it happen. The only time -- I never
got restrained in Cardross. The only time I had them
done was with , or.

I think you tell us in your statement you saw restraint
being used in the way that police would restrain
someone?

Mm-hm.

And that there were children with carpet burns down
their faces?

Aye, that was regular. That was daily. Near enough
everybody would have carpet burns -- and I say
'everybody', that's not -- but you would see from every
unit there would be so many always with carpet burns.
It was always the same ones.

Following a period of time at Cardross; were you moved
to a different home?

Mm—-hm.

And where were you moved to?
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Ballikinrain.

And were you moved there maybe in around

early September 1996 or so?

Mm-hm.

Again, were you around -- aged 13 then?

Mm-hm.

Do you recall how long you were in Ballikinrain?

I couldn't give you a timeframe, but too long, because
it was away from my family, so ...

Okay. So might it have been, perhaps, just short of

a year? Maybe until the following summer or so?
Possibly, yes.

Okay. And you tell us in your statement, 'Thomas', that
Graham Lindsay, your social worker, phoned your mum and
told her you were being relocated to Ballikinrain?

Aye.

What were you told about your move to Ballikinrain?
Just that this was going to be the permanent place that
I would be held, that wouldn't be going back to
Cardross, because my mum and my dad had brought up to
the social worker whathad done to me and
this was part of the factor in getting moved on.

Sorry, you had reported to your parents what

Y - coing to you?

Mm-hm, mm-hm.
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memories are of, for example, where you stayed when you

were in the home?

A. I can see the room. I had seen this, actually, prior to

us coming on.
Q. Okay.

LADY SMITH: Good.

A. See, I didn't absorb (indistinct) to actually turn that

page in (indistinct). That's actually the windows of

the dorm that I was in with a boy called_.

LADY SMITH: Which level are you looking at, the bottom

level?
A. The middle one.
LADY SMITH: The middle one, with the --
A. No, the middle one.
LADY SMITH: With the big, long windows.
A. Mm-hm.
LADY SMITH: Okay.
A. Right in the corner.

LADY SMITH: At that far right-hand corner.

A. I had done paintings in art class,
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And were you aware at the time that the

Church of Scotland ran the school?

I vaguely remember seeing Graham Lindsay saying to my
parents, who are a Church of Scotland religious

family -- well, me, my dad and my brothers were. My mum
was Roman Catholic. Graham Lindsay jokingly said to my
dad, 'Ch, it is the Church of Scotland', and sniggered,
as if it was the wrong kind. At the time, I didn't get
this. I didn't really understand what he meant, know
what I mean?

We have spoken about the headmaster; do you recall other
staff members at Ballikinrain?

Aye. Aye.

Who do you --

HVC TRt my key -—-

Was -- sorry, I interrupted you.
He was my key worker.

Okay.

He was my key worker. There was ,
, . They are the ones I can remember.
; what was his role?

He was art, the art teacher in the school.

And (Sl ?

He was the woodwork teacher.
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He was a member of staff in the units.

She was a student worker.

In terms of the boys who were in Ballikinrain, you tell
us that people were there for a variety of different
reasons?

Mm~-hm.

And what you say is that the boys didn't tend te talk
much about why they were there?

(Nods) . No.

And what was your feeling about why that was?

Some people never went home, Miss. So they had nobody
and that's where they ended up. A lot of it is

a defence mechanism because, like with myself, you talk
about your family and then they're hurt and they're
missing -- and the longing for them gets sorer and then
you become more vulnerable in front of people that are
ready to latch on to your vulnerability to exploit it
very quickly, know what I mean?

And within your unit, then, 'Thomas'; were you allocated
to a particular room or bedroom?

I was put in a room. It was a three-bed dorm, where the
middle bed was actually beside the window that I pointed

out. I was -- when you came in the door, the first bed

closest to you was —'s. Then, going round
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the room anti-clockwise, it was the middle bed and then
mine, so it was.

Was it just yourself and one other boy in the room?
Mm-hm.

And how did you get on with that boy?

Not very nicely.

And in what way?

There was a hierarchy kind of thing in there. 1In the
dorm there are certain groups who are the more strong:
if you do this, you do that, I will hit you, assault
you, take things off you, (indistinct) you. &all
different things, Miss.

So was this behaviour going on between the boys? And
was there an occasion when the boy you shared a room
with attacked you, along with some others?

Aye, mm-hm. That was reported to Graham Lindsay as
well. I rang Graham Lindsay or Lafferty's senior, Brian
McKenna, so social work as well as the home.

And is that one of the attacks that you tell us about in
your statement?

Mm~-hm.

Okay, I will come on to look at that shortly.

You have mentioned |l your key worker; can you

tell me a little bit about his role and your

relationship with him?
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A. Mas meant to be like the person that would interact

with me. He would put -- sort stuff, reports and that,
for any of the children's hearings. Or any issues that
you are meant to have, he is meant to be the person to

speak to, things like that.

Did you find him effective as a key worker, or did

you —-

I e to work

No, he was just interested in -- when
it was just to sit in the lounge, watching TV or
laughing and joking with another member of staff. Or he
would bring his own son in with him sometimes, because
of child care issues. But he was always not allowed to
come in and mingle with us. He was to be with|INSEE-t
all times.

So if you had any concerns or anything you wanted to

talk about; was MY

somebody you felt able to disclose
things to?

I tried it once, to talk to him, to tell him I was
struggling. But he, basically, just kind of -- there
was no -- there was a lack of interest and it was just,
basically, 'Get on with it'.

Okay. Were you provided with some schooling at
Ballikinrain?

There was what they called education (indistinct), but

there wasn't. It was, like, child, nursery school
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get on a pool table at Ballikinrain, and you were
sitting playing with a Rubik's Cube and something
happened.

Mm-hm, I was kicked in the face. I was kicked in the
face.

Who kicked you in the face?

It was the oldest boy in the unit, called -
So another boy in the unit who was older than you?
Mm-hm.

What sort of age was the boy?

16.

And were you injured?

I had, like, a thick lip, a sore nose. I was more
stunned because it just came from nowhere. He was

actually playing pool and we were all talking.

was there -- remember, the students? She was standing

there. And it was _‘r Just full flat sole hit

me in the face. I never seen it coming. I never -- it

was justsays, 'Don't' -- says to him, 'Don't'.
She asked me if I was all right. I wasn't, but

I couldn't say nothing because it was a sign of

weakness, and you can't show that in front of him --
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someone. And I just says, 'Aye', and she says 'Are you

sure?' and I says 'Aye'.

She like that, 'Don't do

that', and they were all sniggering, and that was the

end of it.

And I think you said you had a red footprint on your

face for some hours after that?

Mm-hm.

Were you given any sort of advice by some of the other

boys following that incident,

to perhaps protect yourself?

about things you could do

Mm-hm, yes. But that was always a thing that would be

spoken about in everywhere, Miss.

By -- you would get

the dominant lads that wouldn't talk about it. It was

more the weaker divisions that would talk about what

you'd have to do to try to protect yourself, basically.

What advice were you given on this occasion?

Most would say fight back, or, if they were bigger than

you, use a weapon, it could be a battery in a sock, it

could be a brush or anything, basically.

You go on to speak about another occasion where you say

you were attacked by a group of boys.

Mm~-hm.

And can you tell me about that incident?

We were in Dumgoyne. I felt -- we were in around --

was in the sitting room,

the lounge,
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About four or five.

And were they older than you or a similar age to you?
Mm-hm. No, they were all older.

Were you injured as a result?

Mm-hm. I had bruising, bits of bruising here and there,
a burst lip. I was shaking. I had emotional damage,
really. Mental damage was more, than the (indistinct).
Did any staff witness this incident?

It was just“hat was on the floor that day, and he
was 1in the lounge. He would have heard the commotion,
there is no doubt about that. He would have heard the
commotion, but he never came out or anything.

And did you go and report what had happened to you?

Aye. I toldwas, like, 'You are going to have
to snap out of this and learn to defend yourself or make
friends with them'. It didn't matter how much you tried
to make friends; it was always, like, see these places,
see, the last person in would always get all the grief
until another new person came in.

So did you speak e HVC then, just after it had
happened?

Not right after it, but later on that night when I had
said to him and I asked for a phone call to my mum --
says to me, 'You are allowed two a week, you have

already had your two a week'. But my mum used to phone.

56









10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

are you talking about; I am going to get lifted?'
'Because he is on the run from the home, so you are
harbouring him'.
What can you do?

After running away; were you eventually caught and
brought back to Ballikinrain?

I was. I come back and I was in -- nothing had been
said to me up to this point. It was the next -- the
next day and I was in the smoke room, and I was talking
to this other boy who also used to get a hard time from
the older lads, and a member of staff, appeared
and says to us, 'You are a wee lying bastard'. First

I was a grass and then I was a lying bastard. And then
he just -- he was like that, 'I hope you get what's
coming your way', and just walked away.
And did you --
And I remember looking at the other boy in the smoking
room and said, 'Shit, what's going to happen now?'
As you understood it; was that response from—v
was that --
To the attack.

-- a response to -- yes, to you reporting that attack
to your mother --
Mm—-hm.

-- and the follow on from that --

59



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Yes.

-- and to your running away?

Mm-hm. But see, what I didn't understand was, see

he wasn't part of my unit. He wasn't a member
of staff, so I didn't understand how he had any impact
on us or how he could comment then, because it was
nothing to do with him. He didn't even know nothing,
know what I mean?

You mentioned in your statement, 'Thomas', that

-- what you say is he got other guys to turn on
you after that?

Mm-hm.

Can you develop that?

It was the same lads, basically. He told them that

I reported what had happened, so I was classed as

a grass, which caused -- causes a lot of problems for
yvou in places like that.

So you spoke to me there, 'Thomas', about two particular
occasions when you were attacked in Ballikinrain by
other boys and how the response -- or lack of response
by the school in relation to that; was there a lot of
bullying and physical vioclence going on between the
boys?

It was rife. There used -- see the ones that never had

families, so never got home leave, and they were there
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at the weekend, see [clord and there was another --
I don't know the other member of staff -—Mas on.
You used to get fight nights, where they would arrange
fights between the boys and the loser of the fight was
sent to their bed early. The winner got extra
cigarettes and sometimes a takeaway.
So was it almost as if that culture was encouraged, as
opposed to discouraged?
Mm-hm, vyes.
Did you ever see an occasion or were you aware of
an occasion when the boys who were doing the attacking
or the bullying were brought up by the staff or in some
way punished by the staff?
No.
I think earlier on in your evidence you told me that the
headmaster of the school was aware of some of the things
that were going on. And that while he was a nice man,
as far as you were aware, nothing happened as a result
of him being aware of some of these things?
Not that I am aware of, no. It never -- nothing
changed.

It is easy to say how could things be changed, but
it is wvery difficult to change things in these places,
really difficult. You could have great ideas to change

it, but it is not always going to happen.
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now able to let you go, and I hope the rest of the day
is more restful to you than the challenges we have put

you through this morning.

A. Thank you.

(the witness disconnected)

LADY SMITH: Before we move on there are a few names I would
like to mention of people that cannot be identified
outside of this room, because their identities are
protected by my General Restriction Order. They are

a woman called IE or, someone

whose second name is (€SS and first name may be

. , Elaine, and some people who were boys
in care around the same time as the last witness, one
called I ore called- and one called ||| | N

I know there is another witness ready to give
evidence. Should I just rise for a few minutes and we
can get organised for that witness, and start the
evidence before lunch and hopefully the witness will be
able to face carrying on after the lunch break.

MS MACLEOD: Yes, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
(12.40 pm)

(a short break.)

(12.43 pm)
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take us to Ireland. We stayed with a Catholic priest.
We used to go there once a year.

And was that your last trip, really, with your mother
before she passed away?

Yes, mm-hm.

Now then, you then were taken into care because of the
family set up, not because you had been in trouble, but
because you needed to be looked after somewhere?

Mm-hm.

Is that the case, is it?

Mm-hm.

You tell us about that. I don't want you to name the
children's home, but I will ask you some gquestions about
it. But it is a children's home in the west of Scotland
and you tell us about that from paragraphs 35 onwards in
your statement.

Mm-hm.

The one thing you do say, at paragraph 38, is that -- it

won't be on the screen because it is at the moment

Yo lere ol Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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MR

MACAULAY: Now, because of the way that life was

developing for you,

I think you went to another -- or
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I think you call it a residential school. We needn't
name the school. And you were there for a relatively
brief period of time; is that right?

Yes, a residential school in the Dumfries and Galloway
areda, Yes.

And was this with a view to going to -- and we will look

at later, Geilsland?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes. Now, my Lady, that's 1 o'clock?
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LADY SMITH: Would that be a good point to break?

MR MACAULAY: This is the break, I think, that we were
anticipating.

LADY SMITH: Yes, you anticipated I would stop at 1 o'clock,
and it is now 1 o'clock. We will de that, have the
lunch break, and see you again at 2 o'clock; all right?

A. Okay.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(1.02 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: ‘'Lewis', welcome back. Are you ready for us to

carry on?
A. Mm-hm.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
Mr MacAulay.
MR MACAULAY: My Lady.
Now, 'Lewis', I want to take you to the point

when -- to the lead up to you going to Geilsland.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Yes. And you remember appearing before a Children's
Panel?

Yes, because obviously I wasn't -- in the eyes of the
law I wasn't an adult at that point. I was only 14/15,
so I couldn't go to the court.

Yes. And I think you say that this is when you are
about to turn 16, so you were 15 at the time --

Yes.

-- when you appeared before the Panel? That would take
us to around 20017

Yes.

It was after that that you were taken to Geilsland. You
say at 129 -- I want to ask you about this -- one of the
things that you are not happy is why you were placed in
Geilsland?

Certainly not. I was terribly not happy about it.

I think the layout was there were three units; is that
right?

There was Cunningham Unit, Garnock Unit, and there was
Lomond Unit.

Yes.

Actually four, because there was an independent unit in
Cunningham as well.

Okay. Where were you placed?

98


















10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. Yes.

Q. Were you also introduced to someone that you looked upon
as your key worker?

A. Yes, boys were designated key workers. My key worker
was called Anthony.

Q. And were they members of staff?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. And I think you say he was reasonably supportive
to you?

A. Yes, he was not too bad.

Q. And do you remember who was?

A.

Q. And --

A. And _, they were Geilsland
when I was there, and _

Q. I think you were particularly interested in history; is
that correct?

A. Aye, I love Scottish history, yes.

Q. And was history taught at Geilsland?

A. Yes, you learned history.
LADY SMITH: 'Lewis' you said was called

KMJ I

A. Yes.

-
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'There is rules and then there is going beyond
rules.'
Well, if you walk into someone's room and pull the
covers off them and tip the bed just because they don't
want to get out of bed, you know, that's not right.
As far as restraint was concerned; can you just tell me
about that? Did you experience being restrained at
Geilsfield?
Twice. Once I was in the classroom and I walked out the
classroom block to have a cigarette, and one of the
teachers was calling me back and I didn't want to go
back, and one of the male members of staff called [
came up and grabbed me by the arm, so I shoved him away
and he swiped my feet from me and I hit my head on the
concrete, and he got on top of me and another member of
staff came along and assisted him. And I was taken back
to the unit. And as a consequence of that -- he thought
I was resisting because I shoved him -- he paid two
boys, one called -and one called- and_
told me -- he moved to the independent unit with me --
they were paid a fiver each by this member of staff to
punch me.
That's what you say at paragraph 181. Can I just ask
you about that? Where were you when this happened?

In the living room in Lomond Unit.
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And can you just tell me what then these boys did to
you?

So the first boy walked in,- and I was sitting on
the floor, and he told me to stand up and he punched me
in the side of the face. I fell to the floor, hurt my
back on the sofa, and then I stood up again and-
walked in and he punched me and then I fell back down
again.

And was that the end of the --

That was it. They both walked out.

And it was later on you were told that --

Yes.

-—- they had --

The staff, I don't know if the staff knew anything about
it. I can't ever recall the staff doing anything about
it, either.

Did you report it?

I did, yes. I think so. I believe so. To one of the
staff. And I don't know what happened about it.

I never got told.

Do you know why this member of staff instructed these
boys to do what they did?

- just told me, when we became friends, that he was
sorry and that he didn't want to do it, and that

had paid him and-to punch me, because I shoved him,
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Just apart from that incident; was there any other
bullying going on in Geilsland when you were there?
Yes, just constant bullying for cigarettes.

One of the female staff, the only -- the female
staff were pretty good, but there was one female staff
who used to play you down and tell you you weren't worth
anything and stuff. BAnd one occasion, it really peed me
off and I kicked over a table and four members of staff
came in and restrained me. And I -- in the living room.
And one of the staff was annoyed as it as well, called
HVF who was a decent member of staff. He took me
into one of the rooms and we had a cigarette together,
and he said, 'Why does this woman always wind people up,
the boys up, and we have to deal with the
consequences?'.

This, I think, is what you mention at paragraphs 186 and
187, 188. You mention the staff member that -- she
would be abusive to a number of children?

Yes, to the boys, aye.

What sort of things would she be saying?

She would just remind them of the crimes they had
committed to put them in Geilsland and stuff, and tell
them they weren't worth anything and stuff like that.
Mental abuse.

And did she behave like that towards you?
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Yes.

Did you suffer any injury at any time when --

Carpet burns.

Where were the carpet burns?

On my arms.

This lady that you mentioned, that was putting children
down, as you set it out in your statement, I think you
go on at 189 to say that you believe she was actually
sacked from Geilsland?

Well, I think that's a very strong possibility, and it
is a conclusion that you could pull from it because

I never seen her since.

Fiona, who was the head of that unit -- they had
heads of each unit -- pulled her into the staffroom and
then there was a few complaints about her and we never
seen her since. I am drawing a conclusion here. It is
not fact. But I am drawing a conclusion =-- which is
I think reasonable -- that something's happened with
her, because she stopped working there since.

Now, did you witness any other children at Geilsland
being assaulted by any member of staff?

Er, there was a teacher called [E3" , who was

a school teacher, who once had an altercation with one
of the boys. And it is all over the news, it is in the

Geilsland Child Abuse Inquiry. He picked a boy up and
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threw him to the floor. He was my car mechanics
teacher. He never got physical with me, and I remember
him pulling a boy up and dropping him to the floor.

Do you know what happened to that staff member?

He got sacked. There was criminal charges brought
against him.

For that incident?

Yes.

What about you, apart from what you have been telling us
about what the behaviour of some staff was towards you;
were you physically assaulted?

Erm, apart from the staff member paying those two boys,
no. But, when I was on camp once, I had a bat --

I will come to that as a separate incident. From the
point of being hit by a member of staff?

No, I had a staff member's knee put in the back of my
head and had them quite physical with me, one swiping my
leg away, but not, like, physically on, no.

Apart from the incident that you mentioned about
assaulting the boy and being dismissed for that; did you
see any other members of staff assaulting any other
children?

I heard rumours, but I didn't see it with my own eyes.

I was told a member of staff got into a fight with one

of the boys.
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You go on to tell us about an incident when you were
away at a camp, or camps.

Mm-hm.

Could you just tell me about that one?

All the boys were in a room and there were two male
members of staff there. There was female staff there as
well, but they obviously had a different room. I had my
hair dyed green when I was sleeping. I don't know who
done it; they must have thought it was a joke.

I remember going to bed once and I lifted up my
pillow and a bat, a live bat, came flying out from my
bed. Somebody had put it underneath my bed.

What was your reaction to that?

Freaked out.

What staff members were in charge of you at that time?
A staff member called R4 and one called|EHS And

I said, 'What's going on here?', and I seen one of the
other boys had his hair dyed purple, and the staff were
playing jokes on the boys, and apparently they dyed
their hair.

And did you learn who had placed the bat under your
pillow?

No. But the staff were playing jokes on the boys. I am
guessing it was the staff, but I don't know.

I can't imagine the boys doing it, because the boys
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we have been asking you to talk about really difficult

things. Thank you so much. I hope you go away knowing

that you have been able to do that, not only to be true

to yourself, but to do what you can to help other

people, and that's very plain. So thank you very much.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, before we move on to the next stage, a few
more names of people whose identities are protected by
my General Restriction Order. They are not to be
identified outside of this room. And there was a,
a[El :7c there might have been a reference to
someone called . and
a couple of boys whose names were [ on the one
hand, andjjjilen the other. So please bear that in
mind.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady --

LADY SMITH: Shall we take a short break just now and get
organised for where we go next?

MR MACAULAY: That would make sense. The next stage is some
read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Let's do that, thank you.

(2.50 pm)

(A short break)

(3.02 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod.
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in England, but I have no memory of that. The record
continued to say that when I was two my dad took my
brothers and me out of foster care and moved us back to
Edinburgh.

'I went to school and started getting into a bit of
trouble, eventually I was taken into care. I don't
remember anyone from the social work being involved, but
the police certainly were. It says in my records that
I was charged for assault and robbery before I was taken
into care, but I can't remember that, although I do
remember stealing and being taken to court. I was
stopped by the police ... and ran away, but eventually
got caught and everything started from there.

'"There is a social background report in my records
that was completed by a probation officer for that court
appearance. It says I appeared at Edinburgh Sheriff
Juvenile Court in [ 1966 and that I was sentenced
to be put into care in [ 1966- There is no
mention of how long I would be in care and I have no
recollection of being told how how long it would be.

'TI was 1l2-years old at that time and I was put into

a home in ... Edinburgh. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later I am not sure
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how long I was there, possibly a few weeks, before I was
taken to Dr Guthrie's, which is also in Edinburgh.’'.

Between paragraphs 9 and 37 of the statement 'Jacob'
speaks about his time at Dr Guthrie's School in
Edinburgh, and I will move to paragraph 38:

'I know from my records that I was moved from
Dr Guthrie's to Geilsland School in Beith, Ayrshire,
in-l968. I don't know why I was moved, the staff
never told me. But I would have been 14 by then, so it
was perhaps my age.

'211 I remember of leaving Dr Guthrie's is being
told to pack my stuff and heading off in a car that was
waiting outside. It was only me that was taken and the
car was driven by one of the staff from Dr Guthrie's
straight up to Beith.

'"Geilsland was set in its own grounds on the
outskirts of Beith in Ayrshire. There was an old
building with two or three dorms in it and another,
newer building with other dormitories. OQOutside were
gardens in which we used to work.

of Geilsland was a guy called

EZD , who was a bald cherry faced man in his 50s.

He was and he wanted everyone to

know that. I think he wanted everyone to be scared of
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but

'Among the other staff there was a Mr|ggd

I can't remember any of the names of the others. They
were all men, except, if I remember right, a female
secretary.

'"There were possibly about 60 boys at Geilsland,
ranging in age from about 14 to 16. There were no
girls.

'"When I arrived I was told what I had to do and what
I wasn't allowed to do by one of the staff. It quickly
became clear that discipline at Geilsland was going to
be even worse than it had been at Dr Guthrie's.

'"The daily routine at Geilsland was a bit harsher
than Dr Guthrie's, everything had to be done guickly at
double time. think there were seven boys in my
dormitory, and we all had to move gquickly to get washed
and dressed before breakfast. There was a wardrobe in
our dormitory where we kept our clothes and everything
had to be neat and tidy. One of the staff would come
round occasionally, often on a Sunday, to check
everything was hanging right and had been pressed
properly.

'As soon as we had had breakfast at 8.30 or 9.00 am

we would all have to start our work. As far as I can
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remember we worked all day and finished about 6.00 pm,
when we went for dinner. I don't remember having much
free time and we were always in bed early. I suppose
there would have been a member of staff on duty
overnight, but I don't recall. All the boys ate
together and went up and helped themselves. The food
was all right at Geilsland and it wasn't as bad as it
had been at Dr Guthrie's, in that we didn't all have to
sit with our arms crossed when we finished. There were
two or maybe three showers that we all had to queue up
to use on a Sunday morning before church.

would be supervising us, and
the showers were always cold. On other days we washed
at the sink, even though we might have been doing work
outside and getting dirty.

'All the clothing was provided by Geilsland. We all
wore belige trousers and a light blue shirt in the
evening and we all had a suit for church on a Sunday.

I don't remember playing cards or having any toys to
play with or books to read if we wanted. I don't
remember having much in the way of free time at all,
either, even at the weekend. There weren't any
organised football matches or anything like that.

'As at Dr Guthrie's there wasn't much schooling at

Geilsland, either, it was more work. There was a lot of
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Everything in the home had to be immaculate, and as
well as our various jobs, we had to clean every day.
There would normally be an inspection on a Sunday and we
had to iron our trousers, shirts, and our underpants in
a certain way so that there were creases in just the
right places.

I went to a training school for the Merchant Navy
before I left Geilsland, the school was on a boat called
'The Dolphin' which was berthed at Leith in Edinburgh.
Everything was going all right there, until about 17
weeks when I got into a bit of trouble and had to leave.
I think it had got to the stage where I was going to get
on a boat but that never happened and instead I got sent
back it Geilsland.

I never saw a doctor or a dentist while at Geilsland
and I don't know if the other boys did. We had to say
grace before meals in church on Sunday, and church on

Sunday was a big thing. We all had to wear our suits

and tie, and then line up for inspection by
If he was away doing something else,

HFA might do that, but it was usually. 1£
our kit wasn't up to scratch we would be told how
useless we were and had to get it right for the next
time. I don't recall any physical punishment for that.

After the inspection we all walked down to the church in
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work on the farm sometimes I used to help myself to
a few sweets before I left when nobody was about.

I never had any visitors, even my family, and there
were no phone calls or letters written home. I never
even saw a social worker or any other official while
I was at Geilsland. I suppose they were maybe talking
about you behind the scenes, but certainly nobody spoke
to me or asked me how I was getting on.

Discipline at Geilsland was even worse than it had
been at Dr Guthrie's. It was almost like a military
regime, with all of the staff shouting at us all the
time. There was never any praise for what we were
doing, and especially when we lined up for inspection on
a Sunday morning, we would be standing quivering in our
boots in case our kit wasn't up to scratch.

I never ran away from Geilsland, and I don't
remember any other boy doing so either. I think I would
have known if someone did, but I don't know what would
have happened if someone had.

On a Sunday morning, before we went to church, we
all had to have a cold shower, we all had to stay in the
shower with EZD , watching us,
and he wouldn't allow us out until we sang a song. Like
at Dr Guthrie's, I am not sure now if there was

something sexual in Mrwatching us .
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I got in to trouble a few times and the punishment
was the belt over your bare bottom by EEJNEEEEN in his
office. I probably got that punishment about five
times, for different things, like for stealing something
out of the tuck shop.

Sometimes I was on my own, but sometimes there might
be a few other boys in Mrs office, for
punishment, and we would all be told to drop our pants
and be given six of the best. I am not sure if there
was something in the belt to weight it so that he could
get a better swing, but he hit us with force. You would
be black and blue, blistered and bleeding from the cuts

afterwards.'

LADY SMITH: I suppose that might possibly fit with the

description of the six inch nail being driven into it,

mightn't it.

MS MACLECD: It may do.

'When I got into trouble at the Merchant Navy
training school Mrpicked me up and took me to
Geilsland, where he put me in a cell for the night.
There was a window with bars over it and I think I had
a pot for the toilet and I was locked in for the
duration. I never reported anything about Geilsland to
anybody, I suppose I just accepted what happened was

normal. It is only now as I look back that I know
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things like the cold showers withwatching

us and getting the belt from him on the bare backside
were wrong. I left Geilsland around 1970, when I was 15
or 16, but there was no preparation for me leaving.
I hadn't been taught anything about how to live or
things like that. I went back to Edinburgh and I stayed
in the Seaman's Mission at first, and got a job as
a porter. The cook at the Seaman's Mission was a nice
woman, she became more like a mother to me, and I ended
up staying with her, but two members of her family were
real criminals and I got into a bit of trouble with
them. As a result I ended up in Glenochil Prison for
two sharp, quick months when I was 18.
Glenochil was a bit of a shock to my system and when

I got out I started as scaffolding labourer. It was
hard work but I really got into it. I was all over
Edinburgh putting up scaffolding before, when I was
about 21, I got a job in England through a friend of
a friend who was a scaffolding supervisor there.'

LADY SMITH: I think he was 20.

MS MACLEOD: 'When I was 20.'

LADY SMITH: '... all over Edinburgh putting up scaffolding
before, when I was about 20, I got at that job in
Grimsby.'

MS MACLEOD: I think that's right, my Lady.
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an Approved School because that was what the court had
sentenced me to. It was a big, old, red sandstone villa
with lovely grounds, which were a wee bit away from the
nearest town of Beith. It was quite impressive the
first time I saw it. It had a big football pitch
outside.

'Inside, it had a lovely, big old fashioned
staircase.'

Can I say, when we look at least one of the videos
we see a view of that staircase and it is quite
impressive:

'I was taken by Mr Kyle, a social worker, to the
office to meet [EIIN Mr He told me
about the place and what to expect.’

Then he was shown around by another boy, and he goes
on to say at 122:

'"There were about 50 boys in there, aged from 13 to
16, and they were from all over Scotland.’'

That would place him as one of the younger boys

there. At 124:

who 1ived in a nice big house NN

SNR was a man called [algd ; and

he also lived on the grounds. was
a man called Mr'
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And then at 127:

'ESJl] 2 an ex-Navy man and he treated the boys
like we were in the Navy as well. It was a really hard
place. There was no empathy or love being distributed.

'There was no schooling there. We did manual labour
all day. The days were spent doing things like digging
holes and trenches for cables, painting, gathering
leaves, cutting the grass. We helped build a new gym
for the place. We were up 20, 30 foot towers using just
single ladders to get up, so that we could paint. We
had no safety equipment.'

One has to bear in mind that this boy is only 13 and
a bit at this point in time.

LADY SMITH: Yes, and so we are talking about the 1960s?

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR MACAULAY: 1969.

LADY SMITH: Late 1960s. It is reminiscent of the some of
the evidence we heard in the Child Migration Case Study
about the boys who were at Christian Brothers locations
in Australia, had to become labourers.

MR MACAULAY: According to this evidence, this is what
happened here.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR MACAULAY: 'We were using heavy duty toxic paint and
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At 137:

'We didn't have to pray through the week, but we
were made to go to church every Sunday. We had to wear
our Sunday best with our shirts and ties and were
marched to church [that I think echoes other evidence].
We went to church in Beith and the one in Dalry on
alternate weeks.

§EZD used to get us to wash the cars of the church
goers or just punters in the street to make money for
Geilsland. He got us doing that in the winter and it
was freezing. We never got the money.'

Moving on to 141:

'We were responsible for our own things and had to
sew and mend them if needed. It was like being in the
army. We had to wash our clothes every day. We had to
scrub our baseball boots, buff our oil skins and have
all our clothes neatly packed away in our lockers.
Everything had to be perfect. We had a kit inspection
on a Saturday morning by a senior member of staff. This
happened every week, so you would spend all Friday
soaking, washing, ironing your things, and then would
you lay it out on your bed on a Saturday for inspection.
It had to be laid out in a precise way. There was
a template for it. If one person had one item even

a tiny bit out, everyone's kit would be thrown on the
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floor to do again.

'ESJl ould inspect our dorm and our lockers any
time he wanted to. If he came in and found something
wrong with even one person's locker he shouted
"eviction". Eviction meant we were being evicted and
everything came out of the lockers on to the floor, the
blinds off the windows were stripped and the boys had to
scrub the entire place, dust it again, and move
everything back where it belonged.

'There were times he came into the room at 2.00 am
in the morning when we were sleeping and shout
"eviction" and we all had to bolt out of bed, clean,
dust, and put everything back. He would say it was
because he found a bit of dust in one person's locker
during an inspection that afternoon.

'My stuff was always perfectly clean and neat, but
everyone had to be responsible if even one boy's things
weren't perfect. He called it collective
responsibility. Some boys just couldn't get the hang of
it so everyone suffered. This meant that boys would
turn against the boy who had messed up.

'We washed our own beds, so if a boy wet the bed,
which some did, they had to wash their own sheets. They
never really got a hard time for it.'.

Then under the heading 'Abuse in Geilsland':
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'was of everything in there. If he

told you to do something, you had to do it with no
guestions asked. Total submission was expected. He
would backhand you for little things. He would hit you
anywhere on your body, but usually your ribs. He would
do this if he thought you were lippy. If you tried to
show any resilience, it would get worse. They were
trying to break you.

'made you run around the football pitch with
your hands above your head if he thought you had done
something wrong. Sometimes you could be running for
ages and you could only stop when he shouted at you to
come in. He got us to play murder ball as well. He
said it was to toughen us up, but it was just a bullying
session where tougher boys could do what they wanted to
weaker boys.

'There were these big cargo nets in the gym that
were about 30-foot high and are tied with eyelets at the
bottom. It was quite daunting if you climbed up it.
There weren't even any mats at the bottom, so if you
fell you would just fall on concrete. I climbed up it
one day when Ol was making us play pirate tig, and
I banged my head on the concrete beam at the top.

I thought I was going to fall and die. I was only

14 years old, but was up there hanging on for about
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20 minutes. It felt like a long time. never came
and got me. I ended up with a really big lump that then
turned into a dent in my head. I got no medical
attention for it.

'You weren't allowed to smoke in Geilsland. One
night a couple of the boys were smoking in the
dormitory. The night watchman came in and said he could
smell smoke. He said he would leave the room and when
he came back he wanted to see the smokers standing next
to their beds. He left and came back, but nobody was
standing, so nobody was owning up. A couple of the
older boys said to me and another boy that we needed to
stand up and take the blame for smoking because we were
the newest recruits in the place.

'At first I saild no to taking the blame, but then me
and the other boy got up and toock the blame because we
were pressured into it. The staff member came in and
saw me and the boy standing, so he took us downstairs.
This was about 3.00 am. He told us to wait and went
away to get Mr out of his bed. The other boy
started stuttering, saying he wasn't staying to wait for
vr EEJ} He pulled his wellies on, put a hat and rain
mac on and ran away in the middle of the night in the

Ayrshire countryside in winter. That was how terrified

had us.
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§EZD came out and wasn't happy because he had been
woken. He asked me where the other boy was, and I said
I didn't know. He got even angrier because he now had
to phone the police and get them involved. He was angry
at me as if it was my fault he had run away.

'EZIl 5ot re into his office and I told him
I hadn't been smoking and the older boys made us own up
to it. He didn't believe me. He got me to bend over
and told me to grab my shoe laces. He then gave me six
of the belt really hard on the bum. He was really
strong, with big hairy arms, and he hit me hard.

I nearly went flying out the window it was so hard, and
he never missed once. I couldn't sit for days. I had
welts and was black and blue for weeks afterwards.

'"The other boy was caught on the road to Kilmarnock
and brought back. He got six of the belt for smoking
from and then he was left to heal for two days,
before being brought back into[ZENls office to get
another six for running away.

'I was made to clear up the leaves at autumn time
with some other boys. It was windy and the leaves were
blowing, but we could still see how much we were getting
cleared. 248 came down after a while and said we
hadn't done anything and had been carrying on. I swore

or something, and SN cracked me in the ribs and sent
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me flying. ZLuckily I landed on the leaves or I would
have really hurt myself. There was a boy in Geilsland
who had been in there a year before me. He had run away
from Geilsland and while he was out he had been accused
of raping a girl in_. He was found
guilty in the High Court in Glasgow and it had been
appealed. |24y spent a lot of time on that case,
trying to prove the boy was innocent, saying that he
couldn't have raped the girl because he had been in
Geilsland. He was obsessed by it. The boy lost the
appeal. I think took a lot of his frustration
about the case out on us. I remember making a comment
about the case and “got angry and whacked me for
that as well.

'I think |24 saw me as the horse that he couldn't

break, so he spent a lot of time trying to break me.

His nickname at the school was "

EZD '". That is what the boys all called him behind his

back. Everything was about him in that place. He would
go out to church and act like a big, decent community
man, speaking all posh to the lovely church folk,
getting us to wash their cars and making us do plays for
the community, and behind closed doors he was battering
the fuck out of us.

'Another staff member wasn't shy of giving you
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a kick up the bum when he wanted to. I think he thought
we could take it, but he was a big guy and he was

sending us flying across the yard with these whacks.

'used the belt on boys as well.
His nickname was

'One of the big things for me that happened in
Geilsland was when staff made us black up. I had just
turned 14 years old at the time and got this idea
to put on a show called "The Geilsland Minstrels" which
he wanted to take on tour around Ayrshire.

'I was only 14, but even at that age I knew it
wasn't right and was against doing it. Another boy, my
pal, and he was black, but they were going to make us
all black up and go about singing on stage. Other boys
were against doing it as well. We might have been
young, but we knew right from wrong. We argued with
EZD about it, but were all made to do it, including
the boy who was black, who also had his face painted
black.

'"There was a big build up teo it, with lots of
rehearsals to get the singing and dancing right. We
were made to sink "Dry bones™ with our faces blacked up
and painted on with UV paint while doing stupid dances.
We also had to sing the Rolfe Harris song, "Two little

boys". It was bonkers. We got lots of beatings during
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'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.’

And 'John' has signed the statement on 11 July 2022.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Mr MacRulay. I think we
should stop there for today --

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: =-- and resume evidence tomorrow morning, which
I think is a witness in person first of all, is it, or
not?

MR MACAULAY: It is a witness by video link.

LADY SMITH: By video link, yes. But we are not started
with read-ins.

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: It will be 10 o'clock tomorrow morning and
otherwise I will rise now. But three names, they have
already been mentioned as covered by my GRO, but let me
remind people, Mr and
Mr they mustn't be identified outside this room.

Thank you very much.

(3.47 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10 am the following day)
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