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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HCZ

Support person present: No

1. My name is [ Vv date of birth is the | ij 1957 ! am 63 years

old. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

2. What | will describe to you is my experiences as a child. | was so young | was not
able to process the way | was treated by my father. It is only as | have grown older
that | have realised and been able to verbalise what happened.

3. Iwas born in Paisley and my parents’ names were ||| =~
B | ac two older sisters |l 2n< Il who were four and two

years older than me. | had a younger brother called [Jjjjjwho was seven years
younger and a younger sister called [JJffvho was nine years younger.

4. My father was a policeman and very much a career policeman who put his job before

everything. He ended up a |} oo'iceman. | don't think that my parents
were very happy together as my father spent a lot of time away from home working.

He also attended a lot of courses at Tulliallan Police College.
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53.

54.

55.

56.

o7.

Leaving Bellfield Remand Home.

It all happened very quickly. Nothing really bad happened to me at Bellfield and |
never saw any sexual abuse there. | wish | knew how long | was there but | really
have no idea. It was a massive shock to me being at Bellfield as my only experience
of being with other boys was being at school and you could walk away from any
situations at school. At Bellfield there was nowhere to escape to.

| think Bellfield was like a holding centre before you were allocated the institution that
you would be sent to. | think that you were being assessed for your suitability for
other places. | do recall being told that | was going to Kirkmichael and | recall that |
got into a panic in case someone didn’t tell my sister and she came to visit me and |
was no longer at Bellfield. As it happens my sister did come to Bellfield to visit only to

learn that | had been moved to Kirkmichael. And she was unaware of the move.

Care at Kirkmichael Children’s Home, Maybole, Ayrshire

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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59.

60.

61.

62.
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63.

64.

65.

Leaving care at Kirkmichael Children’s Home.

66. When | just turned fifteen | left Kirkmichael and went to Redheugh Adolescent Unit in
Kilbirnie.

Care at Redheugh Adolescent Unit, Kilbirnie, Ayrshire.

67.
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70.

71.

72.
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80.

81.

82.
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90.

91.

92.
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93.

94.

Leaving Redheugh Adolescent Unit, Kilbirnie.

95. Secondary Institutions - to be published later the next moming a

member of staff appeared with breakfast and told me to get ready as | was leaving
although he didn’t say where to. | was taken to Mount Bruce Adolescent Unit in
Glasgow. This was a unit also run by the Salvation Army and was a sister home to

Redheugh Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

96.
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Care at Mount Bruce Adolescent Home, Bruce Road, Glasgow.

a7 Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Sl | think that it was a social worker that took me to Mount Bruce in a car. |
think that the person taking me there told me where we were going U RIS

I was now fifteen years of age

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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99.

100.

101.
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103.

104.
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106.
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107. When you reached the age of sixteen you were asked to leave Mount Bruce. The
Salvation Army couldn’t get funding for you when you turned sixteen. You were not

thrown out on the street or anything like that. They would fix up some digs for you.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Mount Bruce, Glasgow.

108. | moved into a bedsit which was not far from Mount Bruce. | think that either the local
authority or the Salvation Army had organised it for me. The landlady was an
alcoholic who was always looking for more money to buy drink. She hassled me on a
daily basis for more money and | wondered how she was considered to be suitable
for homing adolescent boys.

109. 1 had a friend that was living in a bedsit close by and | used to visit him in his room.
One of the days he told me that | had to leave as he had a visitor coming. The visitor
arrived while | was there and he was a very elderly local Magistrate who was there to
have sex with the boy. The boy whose name | forget got into big trouble for me being
there at the same time and seeing him. You couldn’t tell anyone because that is what
happened in the early 70’s.

110. | started working in a butchers and then through my mother | got a job as a trainee
chef in Lochgilphead which only lasted a couple of months. | was no longer under
the care of the authorities and as a result | started to run wild around the streets of

Glasgow.
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115.

116.

117.

118.

| also spent short prison sentences in Polmont. Longriggend and Barlinnie. When |
was fourteen | do recall being in Perth Prison for one night because | lied about my
age. | was terrified when | was there so | told them my true age and | was sentto a
remand home in Dundee which | can’t remember the name of. When | was about
eighteen | moved down to England and spent some time in the prison system in
England. | was in and out of several English prisons until | reached the age of 23
when | met my wife and my life of petty crime stopped.

When | was in the prison system it is well documented what went on. | do recall that
the more brutal places were Glenochil, Longriggend and Barlinnie where assaults on
prisoners by members of staff were regular occurrences. In Glenochil you had to run
everywhere. The prison officers who didn’t wear uniforms would give you dead legs
all the time. They were mainly ex-services and all wore steel capped boots which
were used to good effect when kicking you. In the Young Offenders Unit at Barlinnie

the main stream prisoners and the younger prisoners were all mixed in together.

| learned to be the silent one and that way you didn’t stick out. The loud mouths had
a difficult time and it didn’t go well for them. | was never sexually assaulted and |
conformed to the routine. Everyone was physically assaulted at some time but is was
part and parcel of being in jail. | learned how to survive in that environment.

Life after being in care

It was strange that | had so many contrary feelings and experiences in the places |

was in when | was in care. Bellfield was a wild place and not a pleasant experience.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later You

lived in constant fear of what could happen.
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119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

| was about 23 when | served my last 21 month prison sentence at Wormwood
Scrubs. | completed eighteen months and was released from Ford Open Prison at
the end of it. | was moved to Ford Open Prison towards the end of my sentence.

On release | met the woman that was to become my wife. After | met her | never had
so much as a parking ticket. | never appreciated what the cost of committing crime
was and what you could potentially loose. This was my first ever proper relationship
and thanks to her this was the turning point in my life. | think that if | had not been put
into care | would not have got into trouble. It was the company that you met in care. |
suppose | was at “criminal college” and that you learn very quickly how to survive.

| married my wife in 1980 and divorced her in 1995. | had two children a boy and a
girl. My wife passed away in 2008 having suffered from cancer. | did have contact
with my father at my brother in law and sister’s funerals as | was the funeral director
for them. | think | must have seen him on two occasions since | was put into care.
My father died a few years ago having married for the third time. He was living in
Bournemouth. | was invited to the wedding but declined to go because | would be too
uncomfortable. My father very publically cut me out of his will making sure | would
not inherit any of his estate.

| worked principally as a funeral director but stopped when our small business was
taken over. | did many other jobs. | also worked on the railway. | retired in 2019. |

am still doing some part time jobs delivering flowers to supplement my pensions.

Impact

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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124. | still don’t trust homosexuals and feel uncomfortable in their company.
I struggled with my own sexuality and thought that | was gay even
though | preferred women. This led to self-doubt and many years of relationship
problems. | have been around gay people in my visits to Thailand and have also

worked with a few but it just makes me feel uncomfortable.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

125. | think that my own family environment made me unstable. | felt that | had been

treated unfairly by my family and what happened to me. When | came out of care |
was totally unsupervised and during my life involved in petty crime the only person
that | hurt was me. | didn’t know any better.

126. | am not good at relationships. When you are treated as | was you would think that
you would learn by your own experiences. | think that the opposite happened and |
started a behaviour which was similar to how my father had behaved. | didn’t beat
the children but | did not have a good relationship with my son. | was much stricter
with my son compared to my daughter. It is interesting that my father hated his
father and | hated my father. | do not have much contact with my son.

Reporting of Abuse

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

127,
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133. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

19 April 2021
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