Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HMQ

Support person present: No

My name is NN M date of birth is | ' 960 My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| stayed in Barrhead in Glasgow with my mother and father, three sisters and six
brothers. My ma’s name was [ and my da’s name waslll The eldest was
I then there is NEEEEEEE DD D I L . - then
me. After me were [JJJJij and Jllll There were twelve years between i and
- and about a year to fifteen months between each of us. The house had four

bedrooms, a kitchen, living-room and bathroom.

| was at St John’s Primary School. | loved school. | had a bit of trouble with reading
because letters would disappear on the page and didn't make sense. | was good with
my Janet and John books but had trouble with small writing. | didn’t want to tell anyone
and I'd rub my eyes when | was asked to read.

My da worked as a general labourer. He was a brilliant joiner and me and brothers
helped him built pigeon huts. Our home life was brilliant. My ma and da would dance
to Frank Sinatra in the living-room. The only time | heard any arguing was about-
o'l -got into trouble. | don’t know why.
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The boys in Bellfield had said | would be sent away. I'd never heard of St Ninian’s but
I'd heard of St Joseph’s. | was apprehensive.

St Ninian’s School, Gartmore, Stirlingshire

| went to St Ninian's in 1971 when | was ten years old. | stayed for nineteen months
and came out in 1973 when | was thirteen years old. That was my punishment. There
were nearly a hundred boys in St Ninian’s. | was number[J§ My nickname was.
All the boys called me that and some staff shouted it. It wasn't through malice and |
didn’t mind it. | was in St George’s house and there were nearly twenty boys in it. The
other houses were De La Salle, St Patrick’s and St Andrew’s. The houses all had the
same amount of boys in them. There were boys from nine years old to fifteen years
old.

When you went into St Ninian’s there was a massive hall and a huge fireplace, what
you'd see in a castle. The stairs were straight ahead and took you up to the dorms and
the houses. Brother (AN office was in the main hall. There were four dorms in
St George’s. There were eight boys in the first dorm, five in our dorm and the rest of
the boys were split between the other two dorms. The other two dorms were smaller.
There was a toilet with one shower. When you looked out the window, all you saw was
land.

Brothers and staff at St Ninian’s School

Brother M v B3l He was a tall, heavy-set guy in his sixties. He

spoke very nice. Brother il Was in charge of St George's. He was heavy-set and
in his fifties. Brother (il was a music teacher. They wore gowns with white, priest
collars. The Brothers had rooms up the stair, in the big house. They went to their rooms

at night.

Jimmy White was the night watchman. He was always on at night. To me, Jimmy White
was ancient but he was in his thirties. He was small and baldy with a little hair at the
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sides. Jimmy White was stinky and you could smell the drink off him. Jimmy White had
a wee cubby hole that he sat in at night. His drink was in the kettle. We found it there.

There were civilian teachers at St Ninian’s. Mr MacDonald, the music teacher, and Mr

I the art teacher, were good guys. There was |l V' RSl who played

the drums. He was okay. | stayed away from him because he was a feeler. Mr
MacKinnay, the woodwork teacher was not so much of a good guy.

Mr Mowlesdale was the groundskeeper. Brother [jliagllwas deaf and dumb and worked
in the garden, he was a good old fella. Brother gzl was old and died in St Ninian’s.

Routine at St Ninian’s School
First day

The police took me from Bellfield to the panel. Mr Smith took me from the panel to St
Ninian’s. The size of the place was a shock. It was massive. | wondered how many
boys were in there and how many ‘pee the beds’ | was going to get. | was terrified.
Brother S met us. Mr Smith went into the office and spoke to Brother
| sat outside. Mr Smith came out and said he was away, | was to behave
and be good.

Brother [N took me downstairs to the boot room to see the matron. Matron
gave me a quick medical. She checked your general health, your eyesight and teeth.
Matron asked how you were doing and how were you feeling. To every question | said
| was fine. | was taken to the dorm and shown my bed. Then | met the boys. There

e 1 B F 7  §F ¥ |
-

Brother (M xp'ained the rules and said not to follow what the boys did. That
was impossible. You were either with the boys or with the staff. You did try to be with
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both but | was definitely a boy’s guy. If we could wind the staff up then we did. Most of
the time you were left to find out the rules for yourself.

| was given sandals, shorts, a jumper and all the usual stuff by a Brother. | was asked
if | played football and | was given football boots. That was the first pair of football
boots I'd ever had. The jumpers were different colours. St George's was red, De La
Salle was black, St Patrick’s was green and St Andrew’s was blue.

General Routine

Brothergot us up in the morning and put us down at night. Then he went away.
We went to bed about 9:00 pm. Jimmy White came around to check everybody and to
turn that key thing. | think it was a timer, to prove that he'd checked on us. Brother
usually shut the curtains at night. | wet the bed at night and so | took my wet
sheets to the laundry in the morning. | got washed. | walked back up to the dorm and
then went with the rest of the boys to get breakfast. We had a shower once a week.

| said nothing about wetting the bed. That's when the trouble and the beatings from
Jimmy White started. After | reported the beatings to Brother Ml 2nd was told
to see matron, matron gave me a wee white pill. It was some kind of placebo and
never helped. | hid the bruises | had from the beatings. | didn’t speak about it with the
other boys.

The whole school had meals together. You sat with your house. There were four or
five tables for St George’s. The Brothers sat at the side. The food was the same as
anywhere. You didn’t pay much attention to it and you ate it if you could. The boys
were willing to swap food, if you didn’t like something.

In St George’s there was a snooker table, table tennis, chess, draughts and cards.

ve, I B - Il - =y < football. If the weather was bad

then we played football in the hall. That was all we did. We played in the school team,
against schools all around Gartmore and Stirling. That was our main trip out of St
Ninian's. We beat Callander 7-1 to win the Cup and we won a trophy and medals. |
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won medals for running at a sports day at Gartmore. Running was what | liked to do,
with or without a ball.

Five of us went to the football to see Partick Thistle at Firhill Stadium. That was
because we won the football trophy. It was the first football match I'd been to. The
Brothers took us on a trip. Brother{{EXIJj pointed out a wee castle and said it was
the dead centre of Scotland. It was near Stirling somewhere.

If you had any ailments then you went to see the matron. She gave you what was
needed. | had a lot of bruises from the beatings but there was nothing she could have
done for them, so | hid them. | never saw a dentist or a doctor.

| worked with Mr Mowlesdale and Brother il in the garden a lot. Mr Mowlesdale
and his wife were great. Mr Mowlesdale picked me to help him because of |||
He told me the| i had come over from France with some King, back in
the day. | fixed fences with him and dug the stone out for sewage works. That was
instead of going to school. Every week at the weekend, you cleaned your dorm and
corridor and the house you were in. You swept the floor and buffed it.

The two houses lined up before school and said a prayer. There were prayers before
meals and bedtime. | hated that. There was church on a Thursday night and a Sunday,
if you were not on leave. We played music on the recorder to the hymn and the boys
sang the hymn. | even became an altar boy.

School
For the first couple of weeks, after breakfast | went to classes. It was a wee school on
its own with five classrooms, away from the main building. | got put into Class 5 with

I Il o< some other boys. We were in class all day, every day. We went in
at 9:00 am and stopped for lunch. We went back after lunch and stopped at 3:00 pm.
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Brother was the teacher. There were ten to fifteen boys in the class, from my
age up to fifteen years old. We got reading, writing and sums. There was no individual
attention and the whole class was taught at the same time. | just couldn’t do the work.

One time | was working in the gardens with Mr Mowlesdale when Mr [ came
down with the boys from the art class. Mr-said they'd submitted a painting of
mine to The Telegraph and I'd come - in a competition. | wasn’t bothered and then
he said that was out of 38,000. | got my painting framed. It was a painting of hills and
a shoreline that | painted from my imagination.

The art teacher encouraged my work. | painted three blocks of wood. One was black,
one brown and one blue. The art teacher said it was amazing. I'd no idea what he was
talking about until | put them on a collage board with the rest of the boy’s work around
it. My piece drew your eye and | could see what the art teacher saw then. There was
something there but | lost that. | don’t know where that part of me went.

We did drama. | played William Wallace or Robert the Bruce. | was to grab the King of
Scotland as he got onto a table and push him over to the side. | got carried away and
pushed him right off the table. The teachers were laughing and said to be a wee bit
less dramatic.

Visits
You had no visits the first week because you were settling in. The second weekend |
was expecting a visit but it was cut short. My ma and da were both working so they

couldn’t have visited during the week.

| didn’t see Mr Smith or anybody from the social work department in the time | was at
St Ninian’s.
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got me, he pulled me out of the bed feet first. He got me on the floor, then he got my
pyjama trousers and tried to pull them off. He couldn’t get the trousers off because
they were stuck in my socks.

Jimmy White was bouncing me and trying to get the trousers and socks off. | was
naked from the waist down and | was trying to cover my private parts. Jimmy White
stood on me and lifted me up at the same time. Eventually my feet came out of the
trousers and socks. He grabbed me up and threw me over-s bed. The other boys
were just standing there.

| thought to myself that I'd never keep my socks on in bed again but, a few weeks later
it was cold again. | kept my socks on thinking I'd take them off again but | fell asleep.
| got another doing from Jimmy White. After that | kept my socks off at night. They
were two of the hardest beatings | got. | saw | I I =< o<tting
battered by Jimmy White but nobody got it as much as | dic. || vas in our
dorm. He was nine or ten years old and he was tiny.

Usually Brother [{Rali] shut the curtains at night. One night, they weren’t shut. Jimmy
White came into the dorm and asked who hadn’t shut the fucking curtains. You could

feel the atmosphere JJJand ! looked at each other and at wee _

Jimmy White was swearing at us. He had a drink in him.

It says in my reports about the two home leaves | missed, that | didn’t want to go home
because | had trouble with my brothers. | was racking my brain about that. Even if |
did have trouble with my brothers, | wasn't going to stay in that school and have the
crap beaten out of me every day when | could be at home. At the same time, Jimmy
White was off. Brothersaid he was off sick and we were to pray for him. |
was praying he'd die.

| didn't put the two things together at the time. Now | think Jimmy White was off
because of the amount of bruises | had and | never got home because of what he did.
Jimmy White made up for it when he came back. The beatings never stopped. They
intensified and Jimmy White was more aggressive.
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When | got my next home leave, | met my ma and my brothers o< I
asked why | hadn’t come home. My ma said | didn’t want to come home. | looked at

her and | was going to ask what she was talking about. | remembered my brother
telling me not to tell ma and da anything. | just took my ma'’s bags and walked up the

road.

| reported Jimmy White battering me to Brother Sl 'd only been in St Ninian’s
for a short time. [JJand Il told me not to do it. I got into Brother [N
office. Brotherasked what was wrong. | started crying and telling him about
Jimmy White battering me every night. Brothetotd me to come to him and
was giving me a bit of comfort. Then he started feeling my arse. | couldn’t believe it. |
tried to pull away from him. The first time he held firm. | tried again and he let me go.

Brother [l Was just as bad as Jimmy White. When we misbehaved and it got too
much for him then he used a snooker ball, tennis bat or chess piece to hurt you. It was
always your head or your arse. Brother hit somebody once every day. I've no
idea how many times he hit me. He hit you even for shouting. He always held your
head in a headlock. Then he put the snooker ball on your head and rubbed it on your
head hard.

Brother Rl ne!d your head in a headlock and had the chess piece between his two
fingers. He rubbed the sharp end on the top of your head. Brother rubbed his
knuckle hard on your head. He had you in a headlock and hit you on the top of your
head with the handle of the table tennis bat for a long time. The pain was unbelievable
and lasted for a long time. Brother put you over his knee, pulled your shorts
down and hit you hard on the buttocks, more than once.

Boys hid from Brother [l under the snooker table and Brother [l 9ot the

snooker cue and pushed you out with it._ could fly under the snooker
table to hide from Brother .
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The second weekend | was getting a visit but Brother il Wanted to go a walk.
Most of the boys had gone home on weekend leave and it was only the ones who'd
not got enough points or who misbehaved who stayed. There were about fifteen or
twenty of us left in the home.

| told Brother (Sl My ma and da were coming up and he said we’d be back in
plenty of time. We went out a walk after lunch and got back about 2:45 pm. | saw my
ma and da sitting waiting in their car with my three elder brothers. | sat in the car with
them and a bag of sweeties. Five minutes later, Brother [l came out and told me

to come in because it was tea-time.

My ma and da said to Brotherthey’d been sitting for an hour waiting on us. |
said to Brother kel I'd told him they were coming and he said we’'d be back in
plenty of time. My ma was telling me to calm down. My da stepped out the car and told
Brother [l the next time they were coming up, not to let me go out a walk. Brother
never said a thing and brought me in. It wasn't for another 45 minutes that we
got our tea. Brother [l stopped the visit for no reason.

Brother [gZgfjwasn’t a really bad man but | could wind him up. We all did. He'd let you
think you'd got away with it and all of a sudden you'd feel a bang on the back of your
shoulders as you were walking out. Brother got you back every time.

We were playing football in the hall and | had to go in goal. | said | didn’t want to. -

-was taking a penalty and | wasn't saving it. | was being stubborn. -
booted the ball. | knew it was going for my groin. |Jjjjfjwas laughing and | was upset.

| booted the ball. It was an accident but the ball just missed Brother kel Brother
chased me but he couldn’t catch me. When he did get me, he punched me three
or four times on my body and my back.

Brother Ben came to St Ninian’s for a visit. He worked at St Joseph'’s. | was going to
football practice with Brother|iZalil} Brother| XN Pointed me out to Brother Ben

and said | was|JJJ]BBEoother. Brother Ben said he knew [Jlend [
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thought he was a fucking fighter too. Brother Ben whacked me right over the back.
That was me for the rest of the night.

Mr Sl the feeler, rubbed his hand up your leg and felt your bum. He did that to
me, more than once. Brotherand Brother (il did that too. Mr McKinnay
felt your bum at his desk while he checked your work. If you asked a question, he
came to your desk where you stood to do your work and sat in his chair. Mr McKinnay
felt your bum and your leg when he did that. You soon learned not to ask any questions

Reporting of abuse at St Ninian’s School

When | reported the abuse by Jimmy White to Brother [[EIJJJJJj and Brother

I <!t my arse, Brother (S said he'd have a word with Jimmy White.
Brother [ to'd me to see matron to see if she could help me with the
bedwetting. | never went back to Brother[IXIJJl} The boys knew what he was like
and they were trying to tell me.

At the visit with my ma and da on the second weekend, | tried to tell my ma and da
about Jimmy White. My brother- made a motion as if to say no and | knew not to
say anything. When | got home, [JJsaid to me you don’t tell ma and da things that
happen at the school. He said they would worry and my da would end up in the jail. |
never told my ma and da.

| phoned the social work three times. The first time was on my first home leave. | had
been in St Ninian's for three weeks. | went to the phone box on Stewart Street and
phoned the operator because | didn’t know the number. The second and third times |
phoned were spread over a few weeks. Every time | did get through but not to Mr
Smith, who | was asking for.

| asked the lassie | spoke to, to get Mr Smith to come up to the school because | was
getting battered off the night watchman because | wet the bed. The lassie | spoke to
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my ma didn’t come. There was a time when | reported to Mr Smith three times in one
week but twice he was out of his office. On the third occasion, | only got ten minutes
with a social worker who wasn’'t Mr Smith.

138. Sometimes our phone was cut off for lack of paying the bill so we couldn’t phone and
say if we were going to be late. | didn’t read any letters and sometimes my ma would
say | had the social worker and | wouldn't listen. That was my fault but the social
workers never wrote down the times | went up and they weren’t in. | missed
appointments and that looked bad for me when | went to court. | think that's why | was
dealt with so harshly. It looked like | wasn'’t bothered.

Kirkland Park, Darvel, East Ayrshire

139. When | was fourteen years old, the police arrested me off the street. | was in the police
station and then they drove me to Kirkland Park. It was a remand unit. | was at Kirkland

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

140.

Returning home for the fourth time

141. | got out of Kirkland for a week or so and then | was put to court. The social work asked

the court to put me into Longriggend because | was unruly.
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years old. The houses were separate buildings. | was in Frewin House. The grounds
were massive. St Andrew’s wasn't locked and you could walk out if you wanted.

il e SR He was 2 good guy. G, Miss Carsevwell and

Big Dodgy were the three housemasters. The staff had living quarters at the bottom of
the driveway. St Andrew’s treated you more like an adult. When you asked to do
things, the staff would let you as you didn't break the rules.

Routine at St Andrew’s School

First day

Mr ISl met me. Then | met S, Miss Carsewell and Big Dodgy. Mr il

said they didn’t know how long | was in St Andrew’s for. He told me I'd pick my own
work party and I'd get money to go home through that work party. Mr [ailllsaid all
they wanted me to do was keep my nose clean, do my work, go home and come back
on time. He said the staff at St Andrew’s would take care of the rest of it. That was the
way Mr [l worked. He was straightforward.

Mornings and bedtime

In the first room | was in, there were four boys. There was a bed in each corner and
we each had a wardrobe. One of the three housemasters got you up in the morning at
about 7:00 am. They banged on the doors and said to get up. Most of the boys were
already up.

We had a wash before breakfast. There were five individual showers with a curtain.
You could shower any time you wanted. Each house had its own dining hall and the
house ate together. The meals were alright. We went to work and had a break at
lunchtime. After work we got our tea. The rest of the night was our own. We went to
bed at 9:00 pm and put our own light out at 10:00 pm.
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Bed Wetting

My biggest fear was wetting the bed. | was fifteen years old now and if anyone found
out, | was going to get a headache. | had been in three or four weeks and had managed
to hide it for that long. Then Miss Carsewell found out. She was great about it. She
took me aside and asked why | hadn't told her. | put my head down and was all

embarrassed.

Miss Carsewell said she’d get it sorted it for me. She told me if | wet the bed to stay
back in the morning and not go to work, then to take the sheets to the laundry. Miss
Carsewell put me into a single room. That was a relief right away. | didn’t wet the bed
so much in the single room.

General Routine

After tea you could go a walk as long as you were back by 9:00 pm. A tunnel took you
onto the beach. You could see boys from the other houses and play football with them
in the park. We played football against Faslane Nuclear Base. We were taken fishing.
In the unit the main things were playing table tennis and watching TV.

| set a couple of snares to catch rabbits but | never went back to check on them. An
elderly woman walking her dogs found them. The dogs ripped the rabbits apart and
the woman couldn’t stop them. Mr [[ulllsaid in the assembly hall that he
commended our imagination but, if we were going to do these things, we needed to
check on them. Mr [l said he didn’t want to know who it was that had set the

snares. | never admitted to Mr ik it was me.

We went to Loch Lomond for a weekend to repair an old house. The Navy was going
to use the house for their boys to stay in before they went on exercise up the hills. We
put new windows in, fixed the doors and pointed the brickwork. We stayed overnight
in the house and spent more time in the water than we did on the building. Mr EillN
and two guys from the Navy were there with six or seven boys.
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One time Mr S5} took me somewhere and asked if | wanted to go and see my
family for an hour, as a surprise. We went in the house and my da was doubled up on
the floor in pain. My da was ill then. | said | didn’t want to stay. | got home for birthdays
and Christmas.

We all wore jeans and a top. There was a boot room where we kept our jacket. You
had waterproofs because we were working in the rain. You hung your clothes up in

the wardrobe.

We went to the classroom once and sat a test. | can’t remember what it was for. The
staff member found out about my reading. He said he didn’t know what was wrong
with me but my reading was good enough to get by. Every now and then people were
called out to the classroom but that didn’t happen to me.

There was a matron and medical unit in an administration building. You got a medical
when you went in. If you got a cut or anything happened in the work party then you
went to matron and she checked the wound was clean. There was easy access to

matron.
Work

Work was all you got. We worked all day with a break for lunch. There were sixteen
or seventeen boys in a group. The boys were all ages. You chose your work party.
There were brickies, mechanics, painters and joiners. | wanted to be a brickie or a
joiner and got put into the brickies. You got £1.75 or £2.00 a week. There was one
member of staff supervising who we called The Boy because he had a wee, baby face.
The Boy asked if | could work like my brother and | said | could work harder. He told
me my brother put 120 bricks in a barrow and pushed it up the hill. | put 130 in the
barrow and got three quarters of the way up. | was gutted.

If the staff needed something done in their garden like a wall or patio then we would
do it. We made slabs by bolting together templates in steel. That was inside work if it
was raining. It was at St Andrew’s that | got my first whisky in a coffee. We were doing

38












204.

205.

206.

207.

Leaving St Andrew’s School

| didn’t go to a panel but | got a date to get out of St Andrew’s. Mr[jlljgot the date
in a letter and told me. It was about three months after | ran away that | got out, in -
or i} 1977. | was sixteen years old. | was sad to go and, at the same time, |
couldn’t wait to go. | was emotional saying cheerio to everybody, especially the
members of the staff. The staff were first class. They were good people. | got hugs
and handshakes. | got taken on the bus to Glasgow with the rest of the boys. The boys
were going on weekend leave and | was going home for good. It was good.

Returning home for the fifth time

| was getting into trouble and | saw social workers until | was 21 years old. The
Barrhead social workers never came to my house and later, they never came to prison.
| had to make the effort to see them when | was out. | never felt the social workers
listened to me. They just wrote what they wanted in their reports for the court.

Her Majesty’s Young Offenders Institution Polmont, Brightons

| was sentenced to eighteen months borstal when | was seventeen years old in 1977.
| was at Polmont for six weeks and Castle Huntly for seventeen or eighteen months. |
was at Polmont to do my allocation. The jails they could pick for you were Polmont,
Castle Huntly or Noranside. | was sent to Castle Huntly.

Routine at Her Majesty’s Young Offenders Institution Poimont

Polmont was harder than Castle Huntly. It was regimental. You had to make your bed
and make sure the edges were square. You had to clean your peter. You had to stand
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work office she was from because she would ask me questions and go and write what
she wanted. Judith said she wouldn’t do that. She said | would talk to her, she’'d write

the report and show it to me. My experiences as a child in care didn't come up.

Judith did come back and show the report to me. | was really surprised. | couldn’t read
it because | was too emotional and Judith had done what she’d said. Reading is difficult
for me. My daughter was there, | gave it to her to read and she said it was good. | had
respect for Judith and | thanked her for the report. | appreciated what she tried to do.

I've started writing about my experiences. My daughter said to me to keep writing
because, if | don’t get to see the boys again, they have that to read.

Reporting of Abuse

In 2020, | phoned the police to report my abusers at St Ninian’s and police from Govan
came to see me. | couldn't talk to them because I'd no faith in the police. One of them
said to write it down and it took me three weeks to do that. | handed it in to the police.
A few weeks after, Sergeant Higgins phoned and told me the abusers were all dead.
The only one they weren't sure about was Brother [N

Other action taken and treatment / support

| deliberately went by the Glen Street Clinic. It's knocked down and is a housing estate

now.

| have a lawyer called Rachel Brown at Digby Brown Solicitors. | sent her a copy of
what | sent to the police. She is working to claim compensation for me.

I’ve never had any help or support. | never thought I'd get help or that anybody would
sit down and listen to what | said. When | asked for help, all that came out of my mouth
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| thought social workers were supposed to be good people doing a good job. |
wondered why they were messing me about and letting me down all the time. | don't
have an answer for that but | would like to know why social workers ignored me all that
time and why they’re still ignoring me now. | blame myself for a lot of it because of my
mouth but | think social workers should show a lot more understanding.

Social work reports shouldn’t be kept in a social work office. They should be kept
somewhere where the people who need the reports, to prove or disprove their cases,

can get them.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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