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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HEJ

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is (el /'y date of birth is [ 1958 | am

62 years old. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

2. | was born in Hammersmith in London. My mother had fallen pregnant out of
wedlock and went to London to give birth to me. Shortly after | was born my mother
and | returned to Port Glasgow. My mother was called ||| i and | don't
know who my birth father was. | was an only child and had no brothers and sisters.

3. I resided with my grandmother called il and my uncle]li}in an area of Port
Glasgow called Woodhall. As | grew up | attended Holy Family Primary School. |
don’t recall my mother having to go out to work.

4. | became a bit feral as | refused to go to school or to attend church. | just ran wild.
Life was fine until my grandmother was taken into an old folks home and my uncle

I passed away. They were the two people who brought me up.

S. | don’t know what my mother worked as but she took up with another man called [JJJj
I o then became my step-father. My mother and step-father were alcoholics
and they spent most of their time drinking. | was basically put out of the house in the

morning to go to school or church but | never went and just ran wild.
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43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

| am not sure what time of day that | arrived but | remember thinking that life was
looking up and that this was going to be a great place to stay.

St Ninian’s was run by “God’s gestapo” the Christian Brothers. was
called there was Brothers Sweeney, Farrell and Ryan. There were four
or five Brothers. There was a nurse, a cleaner and a cook. | think that there was
other lay teaching staff but | can’t be sure.

It was an all-boys school where the numbers varied. | think that there were between
twenty and thirty boys in dormitories. | think that the ages ranged between twelve
and sixteen.

| recall the dormitory had two rows of beds with the headboard against the wall.
There was also a room in the dormitory where one of the Brothers slept. It was
“boxed off” to give some privacy. | think that there were about twelve boys in each
dormitory. You had your own bed and a bedside table.

| remember that the Brothers would record the top forty songs in the hit parade on
the radio and play them back to you at night when you went to bed.

Routine at St Ninian’s Residential Care Home, Falkland, Fife.

| don’t recall who woke you up in the morning. | would get washed and dressed and
then go down for breakfast. After breakfast you would go to school classes which
were held in the grounds of St Ninian’s.

You would have lunch half way through the day and dinner at night. | also think that
you had supper before you went to bed. | think that there were sporting activities in
the afternoon. | recall that | won some medals for orienteering and cross country
running. Being interested in orienteering and cross country running also helped me

to run away.
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School at St Ninian’s.

56. | had absolutely no interest in attending school. | just didn’t pay any attention to the
teachers. | doubt that the Brothers or teachers had proper teaching qualifications. It
was very basic education and didn’t lead towards passing any exams. They didn't
seem to care about my lack of education. | think that they were required to provide
education and that is what they did to a very poor standard. They were ticking a box
for the authorities.

57. Brotherwas a psychopath and you would get regularly hit for very minor
things like not paying attention. | would often get a clip round the ear. He would also
hit you on your knuckles with the sharp edge of a ruler which was very painful. |
watched him punch and kick a pupil to the ground. It was clenched fist punching. |
can’t recall who that pupil was.

Discipline

58. |don’t remember a school belt being used. It was mainly clip round the ears or in the
case of Brotheryou would be assaulted by kicking and punching. There
was no formal discipline. You could be locked in the dungeon if you ran away. This
was a room which was in the basement of the building. There were no lights or
windows and the door was locked. There was a bed of some description and a
bucket to use as a toilet.

59. |don’t remember much about the civilian staff or how they punished you. | can't even
recall their names.
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65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Religion

The school was run by the Christian Brothers and it was a Catholic School so you
did attend mass on a Sunday. | don’t recall any preaching or prayers during the

week.
Christmas and birthdays.

| can’t remember either my birthday or Christmas when | was at St Ninian’s. | am not
even sure whether | was there at these times. | know | was there for two years so |
must assume | must have been there but | don'’t recall any celebrations.

Running away.

| ran away twice during me spell at St Ninian’s. Despite my cross country and
orienteering skills | was caught quite quickly by the police who knew the area and
had cars to catch you. The reason | ran away was because | had been sexually
abused. | didn’t know in my own mind if the sexual abuse | suffered at the hands of
the Brothers was normal behaviour. | was a young boy with no sexual experience.
There was no way of resisting or fighting back and | had to escape.

After | was raped by Brother Ryan | decided to run away with another boy who had
also been raped by either Brotharor Brother Farrell. Despite trying | just
can’'t remember that boy’s name. | think that we managed to get to Glenrothes which

was a new town under construction and the whole place was a large building site.

The police caught me and rugby tackled me to the ground. | tried to explain to them
that the reason we had run away was because we were being abused at St Ninian’s.
The next thing we were handed back over to the Christian Brothers who were our
abusers. It was a ridiculous situation we were put back into the fire.
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71.

72.

73.

74.

The second time | ran away the circumstances were very similar in that we were
caught by the police and returned to St Ninian’s despite the fact we told the police
that we were being physically abused by the Christian Brothers. We spent a short
period of time in the cells in a police station before we were returned to St Ninian's. |
think that it was a sergeant and a constable that dealt with us. | don’t recall any
social workers visiting us at the police station. In those days “children should be seen
and not heard” and that was very much how we were treated by the police. | did tell
the police that | didn’t want to go back to St Ninian’s but it didn’t make any difference.

When we were returned to St Ninian’s me and the other boy were split up. | was put
into a room the boys called “the dungeon” which was in the basement of the building.
There were no lights or windows and the door was locked. There was a bed of some
description and a bucket to use as a toilet. | don't know how long | was there until the
Brothers let me out. | don’t know what happened to the other boy.

On the second occasion | was returned to St Ninian’s Brotherset about
me and physically assaulted me by punching and kicking. | think that it was only
about six weeks between the first and second times that | ran away. It was quite
soon after the second time running away that | was moved to another care home.

Abuse at St Ninian’s School, Falkland.

There was all kinds of sexual abuse committed by the Brothers. They would watch
the boys showering where there was no privacy. It was voyeurism. They would come
into the dormitories at night time and feel under the covers of the sleeping boys.
They would feel our genitals and allegedly check that we had not wet the bed. This
was my first introduction to sex and my first ejaculation was at the hands of one of
the Brothers.

| was raped by Brother Ryan. All | can recall was being grabbed from behind and

then raped. | remember how painful some parts of my body were. | was in my own

bed when he got into it and raped me. It happened through the night.
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75.

76.

77.

78.

There were times when all the boys were made to get up out of bed and stand at the
foot of their bed naked. It was usually well into the night and everyone was drowsy
with sleep. The Brother would put the lights on and check to see if any of the beds
were wet. It didn’t matter if you were a bed wetter or not you all had to get out of bed
and take off your pyjama bottoms. They would then touch your privates to make sure
that you were dry.

Brotherwas the most violent Brother. He was a teacher and he was very
violent to the boys in his classroom. He would hit you on the knuckles with a ruler.
He would launch the wooden blackboard duster at you. It was like someone flicked a
switch and he would flip and his temper would take over. He would literally beat a
boy till he fell to the floor. He would punch and kick them. He was like an animal. You
were beaten for not being able to answer a question.

Reporting abuse at St Ninian’s

| tried to tell the police that found me when | ran away about the emotional and
physical abuse | was suffering at St Ninian’s. They didn’t seem to care as nothing
was done. | did not tell anyone about the sexual abuse that | suffered.

Leaving care at St Ninian’s, Falkland, Fife.

| must have been at St Ninian’s for between a year and eighteen months. | was not
consulted about my move to a new home. | think that it was a social worker that took
me in a car to the next home. | was taken to St Andrew’s List D School,
Helensburgh. | can’t recall much about the journey but part of it may have been by
train. | think that | was now about fourteen years old and was to stay here for two
years.
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123.

124,

125.

126.

Lessons to be learned

There were too many of these independent organisations involved in running
institutions that cared for children. There was little or no monitoring of these places.
In my experience there were no visits or checks made. | don’t think that The
Christian Brothers were even qualified to teach children. | think that all these places
should be run by the Scottish Government and there should be accountability.

Training of people who are responsible for working with and teaching children shouid
be more than just complying with the current disclosure rules. | don’t think that is
enough. | have experience of dealing with children through my work with army
cadets and although | am not a social worker | feel that | should have more training
for working with and identifying issues that children may have. Youth organisations
are like a sweetie shop to the paedophiles and it is important to get a firm grip of this.

Hopes for the Inquiry
| would like the Inquiry to enforce some of the recommendations that | have made.

| would like to see the survivors of abuse being recognised and redressed for what
happened to them. It would be nice to receive an apology.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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