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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GBL

Support person present: Yes

My name is Eaal 2nd my date of birth is || 1965. My contact

details are known to the inquiry.

Background

| have lived at my current address for about fifteen years and am working as a learning
assistant at | lllPrimary School. | have a partner, i} who | have been going
out with for about two years. | have four children. My mother || N is sti!!
alive. My dad is dead.

| have three sisters and two brothers. | had another sister but she has passed away.

Three of my sisters were in the home with me. | NGz I 2~ I

| first went to Bloomhill Children’s Home in Cardross, aged twelve from 1977 to 1980, |
then went to Hill Park Children’s Home, Hardgate in Clydebank for about three years
then Cardross Park Assessment Centre in 1983 for about six months then
Craigellachie Children’s Home, Whitecrook in 1983 for two years until | was seventeen
and a half.
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Life before care

My father died, and that is when my mum started drinking and then started selling
things in the house. We were unkempt looking and probably mostly cared for
ourselves. My older sisters and brothers were looking after us too and kept us afloat for
a while, but they were getting on with their lives. My brother took my father’s death very
badly and he went off the rails.

There were parties in the house and it wasn't right for our safety that we were seeing
what went on at these parties. The social work got involved, and a social worker Stella
Scott came along. | remember her and she had a fluffy hat on with a pin in it, and
another social worker called Graham Beattie. | remember when they came my mum
was drunk and they wanted her to sign a form. Basically the social work were there to
take us away so me and two of my sisters ran out the house and hid. We saw them
take my wee sister away. We went back after it was all clear and we stayed in the
house that night but we got taken away the next day. We were all taken to Bloomhill
Children’s Home.

Bloomhill Children’s Home, Carman Road, Cardross
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Hill Park Children’s Home, Stewart Drive, Hardgate, Clydebank
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Cardross Park Assessment Centre, Dumbarton

Cardross was a big house and it had a big day room and a big chill out room and there
was a classroom. There was a spiral staircase leading up to the bedrooms. It was
mixed with boys and girls. It was a secure home and it was like a jail. The front door
was locked and the windows were sealed and you couldn’t get out. There was a blue
room which they showed us and they told us if we carried on we would be locked in
there. It had painted blue walls, two blue benches, and two locked doors, there were no
windows. You had to walk through this room to get to the dining room. 1 think | ended
up at Cardross for eight or nine months. This was the worst time of my life.
el \'as the man who. There were probably fifteen or sixteen
children at Cardross ranging from twelve up to sixteen. | think there were maybe in
total eight members of staff. There was an old man in there who was nice and he used
to teach us how to play table tennis. He lived in the nearby village and | think he was a
member of staff.

Mealtimes

Food at Cardross was alright. We got breakfast and then dinner at night which might

be pizza and chips. We got our lunch at school.

Bedtime
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Schooling

We went to the classroom in the home for our education. The teachers just told us that
we were thick and useless and would never achieve anything with our lives, and would
never get a job. | just replied that | would get a good job and that | wouldn’t be locked
in.

Visits

When | went to Cardross my sisters stayed at Hill Park at Hardgate and | never got to

see them Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later | never

got any visits from my mum but that was possibly because of pressure from her partner
then. We used to sit at the window looking down the long drive on the Saturday
watching other children’s parents coming to visit them but we never got any visitors.

Abuse - Cardross Park Assessment Centre

| remember seeing one of the girls running away and | knew she wouldn’t get far. Two
members of staff caught her and they stripped her naked and they tied her to a bed. |
walked past the door and | heard her screaming and shouting and | saw the two female
members of staff pulling her clothes off and she was naked and she was getting tied to
the bed. When they saw me one of the female members of staff slammed the door

shut. | never spoke to that girl about it later on.
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| developed a bit of a stutter when | was there and | fell out with another girl and we
ended up fighting. Because of this | got put in the blue room for punishment. This room
was like a cell and it was used to cool you down. | think | was in there for three hours
but it felt like 24 hours. | didn't see anyone else getting put in there. | can’t remember

who put me in there but it was the same person who let me out.

Leaving - Cardross Park Assessment Centre
| kept on and on at my social worker that | hadn’t done anything wrong and that |

shouldn’t even be there and asked him if there was any chance of getting to go back to

a normal home. They kept saying they would see about it.

Craigellachie Children’s Home, Whitecrook, Clydebank
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New Cardross Park Assessment Centre

The new Cardross Park Assessment Centre was a new purpose built building in the
same grounds of the old unit and was totally secure. It had a pool table, and a table
tennis table and the home was for both boys and girls. At the new Cardross unit we
each had our own rooms which were locked. All that was in our room was a chest of
drawers a bed and a table. When | was in there | tried to speak to a girl in the room
next to me so | opened my window but it smashed and | cut my arm and | got rushed to
the hospital. | think they had showers at Cardross but to be honest | can’t remember
using them. There was a television in the hall so we had to go in there if we wanted to
watch it.

| think | was there for about nine months. | am sure | was kept there to keep me quiet
so nobody found out about the member of staff's husband being drunk and assaulting
me in the old Cardross.

| can't really remember much about my time at the new Cardross Park Assessment

Centre and | just really remember that it was really strict.

Craigellachie — second visit
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Reporting of Abuse - General

| have told my own children about some of what happened to me in care but today is
the first time that | have actually sat down and told anyone in as much detail about my
childhood.

There is no one in any of the homes | was in that | could have gone to and talked to
about anything. | didn’t have a close relationship with any of the members of staff. | just
resented the staff because all | wanted was my mother.

| have never spoken to the police either because | don’t think they would listen to me.

Supervision

| rarely saw my Social Worker Graham Beattie and only saw him maybe three times in
a year. Occasionally | would tell staff that | needed my social worker and he did
eventually come to see me. | never saw him at any of the residential homes. Any
issues that | told him about nothing ever changed and he never did anything about it.

He was my social worker from the day | got taken off my mother until | left care.

Life after care
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My daughter got into the wrong crowd when she was growing up and took drugs and |
now have legal custody of both of her children, my grandchildren. | think how my
daughter has turned out is probably a knock on effect of what happened to me in my

childhood in care.

At the school where | have worked for about eleven years, | always look out for the
children who aren’t fitting in or who obviously have nothing. When | see them it makes

me think about my life and | feel like they are me so | do my best to help them fit in.

There is not a day that goes by that | don’t think about my time in care. | would love to
line all the staff up who were in the homes | was in and | would ask each one how they
managed to get the job they were doing and ask them if they did it for the money
because they certainly didn’t do it for the love of the children.
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Treatment / Support

| have never sought any counselling or support for myself. | know | should have years
ago but | didn’t, basically because | didn't think anyone would believe me. If there was

counselling or something like that available to me now | would probably give it a bash.

Records
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| was keen to get my records relating to my time in care, partly because | wanted to
know who decided and why | was sent to Cardross Park Assessment Centre twice. |
have tried to get the records and | was told by the social work who were getting them
for me that they had them in their office but | couldn’t bring myself round to getting
them. | am especially keen to get my records for Cardross because when we were in
Craigellachie, one of the members of staff left the cabinet unlocked with our records so

| took my files and went upstairs to read them.
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Learning Points

Staff looking for jobs at any of these children’s homes or residential establishments
must undergo an interview by top professionals, preferably a Quality Improvement
Officer, and need to be vetted to the max and make sure they are doing it for the love
of the children and not for the money. All these children’s homes must have access to
cooking facilities and good hygiene. It would be great if people with experience, like
young girls who are currently training to be hairdressers or nutritionists, if they could
come to the homes and speak to the children to show them how they can move on and
survive when they leave. Don't just open the door when they are leaving care and say
‘Bye’ and throw them into the big bad world. | survived, but a lot of people who | know
didn’t. | was lucky.

There should be inspections within the residential homes on a regular basis and every
child in the unit should be spoken to, to make sure their care needs are being met.

Hopes for the inquiry
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103. | hope by me coming forward that nothing like what happened to me will happen again.
Children in care are not necessarily bad children; they didn’t choose to be in there.

104. | would like to see seminars or conferences take place where people who are
responsible for the running of these places would get to hear what | have said so they

will see it from our side and learn from the previous poor treatment of children.

105. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence to

the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed
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