Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

[e]]

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is [JJJJl] 1974. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Glasgow. My mum was fifteen years old when she met my dad, and my
dad was married with two children. My mum was a thief and was constantly in trouble.
| don’t know why my dad had me with my mum because before she was pregnant with
me my mum had my stepbrother and left him outside a supermarket in Pollock. | don’t

know anything about my stepbrother.
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to the police station. My dad made me give a statement and then took me home and
battered me again. | never told anyone about that sexual abuse again because | was
made to feel that it was my fault. Nothing ever came of that report of sexual abuse.

The person who abused me was (SN o I As we!l as having a black
taxi he had a furniture shop on |l G'asgow. The home | was in allowed
my abuser to come up and visit me, and to take me away in his taxi. He just got a two-
year sentence for abusing his sisters [ and i} ! would freeze when | saw him
about. He would tell me that he loved me, but | was only twelve years old when he
was abusing me. Every time | tried to go to Aitkenhead Road Police station to report
it, | just froze. | think | would be able to report it now because | have been speaking to
a psychologist.

My abuser [ knew | had nothing. He would buy me clothes and buy me
food because there were some days when | didn't eat. | was seriously underweight.
My bones were showing. | felt like it was my fault. | would keep quiet about the abuse
because | knew | would get money or shoes. | know now that’s how he got to me, and
to other girls. A lot of young kids would go into the furniture shop [SE cwned
I

| was the black sheep of the family because my mother was mixed race. My Granny
and my Aunt [l helped raise me and | would write to my granny asking her to help
me because my dad was battering me. | would let my tears drip on to the page and
smudge the ink. My granny would then ask my dad if | could come over because she
said that she needed help with something. My granny and my Aunt [l knew what

was going on, but they were scared of my dad as well.

| used to wet the bed when | was younger, and my dad thought | was doing it on
purpose. My dad would make me walk about in front of my stepbrothers and their pals
with my soiled pyjamas or my nightie tied round my neck. He would hang my bedsheet
out of the window.
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Unknown care home, Easterhouse, 1986

| remember being terrified when | went into the home in Easterhouse. | knew | needed
to be careful at the care home because people had said to me that my dad was driving
about looking for me. | just wanted to sit inside, in the staff office.

Routine at Unknown care home

First day

Luckily, | knew a few of the people in the home because it was in Easterhouse where
| had stayed but it was just a blur because my dad was looking for me and he was
going mental. | was terrified that he was going to come and get me.

Leaving Unknown care home

| think it might have been the next day that they moved me to Wallacewell. It might
have been after a couple of days that they moved me.

Wallacewell Children’s Home, 70 Wallacewell Quadrant, Balornock, Glasgow
1986 to 1987

| was about thirteen or fourteen years old when | went to Wallacewell, and | was in
Wallacewell for about fifteen to eighteen months. | remember people getting a lot of

things signed. | was kept on a Section 44(1)(b) order, which meant that | couldn’t go
anywhere without being accompanied by an adulit.
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Secondary Institutions

. They were going to put me Loaningdale, but it shut down. The social

worker took me took me up to Loaningdale Children's Home for a visit. | remember
when we were going there, | kept looking at this light in the social worker's car. The
light would go on if the child locks were off and | was looking for it to go on so | could

jump out of her car and run away.

| can’t remember where Loaningdale was. | don’t think it was in Glasgow, it was miles
away. There were farms then nothing. It was out in the middle of nowhere.

Loaningdale was highly abusive. | was terrified of going there. | knew about fifteen
people, boys and girls, who were in there and they hated it. It was just like a huge orgy.
| walked into a room and there must have been about twenty people all lying under
covers. They were clearly having sex and doing sexual things. The smell when you
walked in was vile. There were things going on in there that would make your toes
curl.
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It was like walking into your worst nightmare. | don’t remember seeing one staff
member, but | remember seeing boys and lassies shouting and bawling, chasing each
other, fighting, pulling each other’s hair, and biting each other. It was just like a zoo. |
wasn't scared of the other kids. | knew people in there so | probably would have been
fine but there was no way | was going in there, it was like a jungle.

| went mental about the situation in Loaningdale. | told the social worker, “You're not
leaving me in here. If you leave me here, I'm going.” Luckily, she didn’t leave me there,

but | think the intention was to transfer me to Loaningdale that day, even though | didn’t

have any of my stuff with me.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later Thatss When they Said

they weren’t taking any more new people at Loaningdale because it was shutting

down, so they sent me to Cardross.

Cardross Assessment Centre, Cardross, Dumbartonshire 1987

| think | was fifteen years old when | went to Cardross. | was told that Cardross was
just an assessment centre, but | was there a long time, about six months. | was told
that you were only supposed to be there for six weeks, but they kept resetting it every

time | ran away. There was another wee boy who had been in there for years.

Cardross was a beautiful building. The main building was a big white building. The
school was over to the right and it was an older building, it had clearly been there for
a long time. There were all different units at Cardross, all going in different directions
from the main building. | was in a unit upstairs and you couldn’t open the windows.
They were bolted shut.

Cardross looked lovely but it was terrible. It was strict and nobody cared I IEETTY
The people were madder and older. You couldn’t go to a member
of staff and tell them you were having a bad day, nobody cared.
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Whenever | think back to Cardross, | can’t remember any staff being there, apart from
fag time. You got four cigarettes a day and you had to smoke in a specific place. Some
staff member would have to sit with a bunch of smokers. You were only given a specific

time to smoke your cigarette.

Routine at Cardross Assessment Centre
First day

It was an on-duty social worker took me to Cardross. She picked me up from the police

s and ok v 2 ik = R —

Mornings and bedtime

| had my own room at Cardross. If you were in your room during the day, the door had
to be open. It did have a lock on it that the staff could use if they wanted to, but |
couldn’t lock my door. | don't remember the staff actually using the lock to lock me in
my room.

Nobody woke you up, you just got up yourself. | didn’t eat breakfast so after | got up, |
just stayed in my room. About 11.00 am the staff would come and take you over to the
school.

Mealtimes/Food

There was a huge dining room at Cardross. The food at Cardross was brilliant. It was

like restaurant quality. They would have a Chinese night, or an Indian night, to make
it different. | didn’t eat much back then. | was tiny, | only weighed seven stone.
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Pocket money

| can't remember how much pocket money we got but anything that you bought, you
had to give to the staff. You were able to go to the shops to buy things but if you bought
sweets or cigarettes, you couldn’t keep them, you had to give them to the staff so they
could dish them out.

Schooling

We went to school in the school building at Cardross. The school was the most fun

part of Cardross because it was such a lovely place to be. We would make things.
Trips and holidays

| think we did go to places in Cardross. You weren't allowed out in Cardross [ tctla

. Most of the time we would just sit about but if we were good,

they would take us out.

Personal possessions

You would just keep your personal possessions in your bedroom. When someone got
moved the staff would just put their stuff in black bags and store it somewhere so they
could re-use the room. | never got my stuff back each time | moved, and | saw that
happening hundreds of times to other kids.

Review of care / detention

There were Children’s Panels when | was at Cardross. Every time they move you, they
had to re-assess you. | can remember sitting in the panel and everything was going
on around me. | would sit there and let them decide my fate.

It was a stressful time going to the panel hearings. My dad was still coming to the

panel hearings. My dad was a narcissist and denied everything. He denied hitting me,
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hitting me, but he was abusive. | could just feel that it was all going to start again so
within weeks | put myself back into care and | didn’t see my dad again until 2009. | just
wanted to feel safe and there was nowhere | could go. My granny and my Auntie [l
did love me, but | was the black sheep of the family. They knew that | had been sexually
abused by S but they thought it was my fault for being around him.

When | was back in care, they put me in Wallacewell. Rttt Rt d it e

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

| ended up getting a job. (SN oot me pregnant, and | had a termination. | was
terrified of what my dad would do if he found out | was pregnant. [EJJij dropped me

off at the hospital and then picked me up and took me to my dad’s.

| ended up leaving my dad’s house and moving in with a boyfriend called [JJill He
was abusive too, but | had no choice, | had nowhere else to go. | ended up pregnant
with my daughter in 1993. When | had my daughter, | must have had Post Natal
Depression although | didn’t know it at the time. [Jjjfjwas taking drugs at that time,
and he started giving me five millilitres of Methadone. It made me come out of the
depression a wee bit.

Then we moved house and my addiction to Methadone got worse. [l raped me a
couple of times and | left him. | went into withdrawal and that's when | realised | was
addicted to Methadone. | ended up taking another drug to come off Methadone

because | didn’t have access to it.

| went from guy to guy. If | was treated nicely, | just went. | was with another guy who
was also a drug addict. We couldn’t get any Methadone and he gave me some heroin
to smoke. One day he said he didn’'t have enough heroin for me to smoke it, so he
was going to have to inject me, but | hated it. It was like a crutch. | was taking small
amounts, so | wasn't getting high, but | was still addicted. | took drugs for a year, and
it took me seventeen years to get off them.
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It really hurts me to think that other children could be going through what | went
through. | wish | had someone who worried about me when | was younger and told
me that | was loved.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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