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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

QCF

Support person present: Yes

1, My name is SR Vv date of birth is the ||| Gz

1960. My contact details are known to the inquiry.

BACKGROUND

2 | was born and brought up in the Falkirk area until | was six
years old. My father is dead. | am not sure if my mum is alive or not | have two
brothers and one sister. | was the oldest of the children.

3. . Initially | was with both my parents but my dad left for a while
and my mother brought me up. It was after my dad left that the beatings from
my mother started. It wasn't a very good life and | started getting in to a bit of
bother, stealing. One time | was stealing and my mum heard about it and she
put my hand in to the fire for stealing. Another day | went to the shops for my
mum and | got the wrong messages and my mum threw an axe and it hit off my
head and stuck in the door. My head was split open. | got beaten regularly by
my mother because | couldn’t spell or write properly or if | didn’t do my school
work properly. My siblings were treated okay; it was just me who got hit.

4. At school | was too slow to pick things up and | just wasn't
grasping anything and | got moved to another school for children who were slow
or couldn’t catch up or weren’t grasping things. At some point | went to stay with

my dad because my mum left us but the beatings continued and he beat me.
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Redding House, Redding, Polmont

When | was nine years old | went to a home called Redding
Home, Redding in Polmont. My brothers and sister moved there too.

to six weeks. | can’t really remember much about there. When we left we moved
back with my dad.

Life back with dad

Everything with dad was okay for a while but by that time he had
a new woman and she had two children. | didn’t get on with one of the woman'’s
daughters. | got beating after beating from my dad until one day, when | was 11

years old, it became too much and | walked up to_
I < social work got even more involved but

they never really did an'ything apart from saying that | was out of control.

After that my dad had a meeting with the social work department
and my dad and step mum said they couldn’t handle me anymore and it was
decided | was out of control and | was sent to Quarriers at Bridge of Weir.

Life in care, Quarriers Home, Bridge of Weir

| was sent to Quarriers on my own and initially | was either in
cottage number 31 or 32. In this cottage there were two house parents and
everything was fine as far as | remember. | was then moved to cottage number
17 but | can’t remember why. The cottage mother in number 17 was Ruth

Wallace and she gave me beatings.
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Reporting abuse - Bellfield

29. When the social worker came to Bellfield, which was probably
once a month if you were lucky, | would get to speak to her on our own in the
dining room. Several times | made complaints about my treatment but no one
ever listened and it went unheeded.

30. I don’t really know how long | was in Bellfield but it ended up that
| was moved because they said | was uncontrollable.

Geilsland House, Ayrshire

31, | went to Geilsland and | remember getting taken there by
_ I am not sure what age | was. It was an approved school for

boys run by the Church of Scotland. Mr [alEGNINGNG2s SRl he
was ex-Navy and that was how ||} ] Bl A other members of staff
were male apart from one female who helped in the kitchen. | slept in the White

House and there were four in each dorm.
Visits

32. My dad never came to see me at Geilsland but he was working
seven days a week. | saw him a couple of times when | went home at the
weekends.

Schooling

33. There was no schooling at Geilsland, but they gave us training
to go and work so that if you were out in the big bad world you would be able to
survive by painting and decorating which | did. There were staff who were
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Discipline

You had to lay out all your clothes for inspection like you were in
the military and you were given a score. Clothes had to be laid out in a
template. To be allowed home for the weekend you had to get a score of at
least 90. Your Sunday clothes which you wore to the church had to be spot on.
This was a reward to get home.

Abuse at Geilsland

| was in the home about four months when | got into a fight with
another boy and | beat him up. Later on there was a shout over the Tannoy that
| was to go to Mr I When | got there Mr e hit me with a belt
that was split at the end. He must have had a nail through the end because he
hit me over the backside with it and it made me bleed. | had my pyjamas on

when he hit me. There was a door in and a door out of his office and when |

went in he told me to bend over then he hit me on the backside with the belt. |

then walked out the other door then went round and back in the other door and
he would hit me again. | kept walking round and he made me do this six times.

This was the first time | ever got the belt at Geilsland.

Another time one of the boys had hidden a razor in a bar of soap
and one of the other boys slashed himself when he was washing. Instead of the
staff dealing with it they allowed the boys to deal with it. It was called the
gauntlet where Mr|alllined the boys up opposite each other and they beat
the backside of the boy who had hidden the razor.

One time after the inspection of our clothes | refused to do my
washing again. The creases had to be right on your clothes, your boots had to
be bulled properly and your Sunday best clothes had to be spot on. If something
wasn't right with your clothes [l would throw them out the window into
the mud. Because | refused | was made to shift about 20 tonnes of soil on my

own.
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43. We were made to get up in the morning, maybe once a month,
and forced to run about seven miles even in the winter then when we got back
we had to have a cold shower. You had to sing to be allowed to come out of the
shower. If you didn't sing, you didn’t get out. Another thing they did regularly
was to make us parade first thing in the morning then we did an assault course
where we were climbing nets and going under pipes.

44. One time Mr allE SSAl 25 punishment for something

| had done, read out my file in front of all the other children and staff, all about
my parents and my upbringing and everything | had done. | think he was trying

to make an example out of me and embarrass me.

45 - After [l had done this he had a piece of wood which was
like a facia board and there was tape like insulating tape wrapped all the way
round it. He would hold one end then hit you with it. He hit me with it over my
jeans on my backside. | saw other boys getting hit as well with this bit of wood
at other times. Other members of staff were there and saw what was going on.

46. We were all sitting outside one day in the summer and all the -
boys were congregated outside at lunch time. One boy must have done
something bad in the workshop because [l came out and read his file
out which included why he was in the home then gave him a beating with the

piece of wood.

47. | left Geilsland at the age of 16. Basically the social workers
came and told me that | was 16 and that was me finished at school and | left.
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75. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as

part of the evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness

statement are true.
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