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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LCR

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is [JJlij 1959 and | am

presently 58 years of age. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

| spent much of my childhood in care and got moved about from place to place. My
memory’s not very good though, and | am very confused about times and dates. |
have great difficulty being exact and it’s difficult for me to be precise about where |

was and when.

| first went into a place that | think was called “Ardeer Children’'s Home” in Arrochar
with my brothers [Jlland Il ' was about eight so it must have been 1967, or
thereabouts. We were only there for a wee while and then got put to Nazareth
House in Kilmarnock. We were all there for a couple of years until | reported
something and | got moved to another place run by nuns in Newcastle. This must
have been around 1970. [l and -never came with me, they got moved to
Milngavie. It's not right to split siblings up.

| think | was in Newcastle for about ten months and then got moved to Cardross Park
Assessment Centre in Cardross. | got reunited with my brothers there. I'd not been
there for a year when | got moved again. I'm not certain, but | think it was to Bellfield
Remand Home in Dumbarton. That’s when | got split up from my brothers again.
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When | first arrived at St Ninian’s, | looked at the place and thought it looked okay. It
was a massive house in its own grounds. The grounds were outstanding. It was run
by the Jesuits and Brother Ryan was in charge. | think there was probably about five
brothers there. The only other one | remember was called Brother he was
quite fat and wore glasses.

St Ninian’s was for boys only and | would reckon there would be about fifty there.
There was two “families”, or houses of boys. One was called the Ramsays and one
was called the Stuarts. We used to play sports against each other.

Routine at St Ninian’s School, Falkland

Mornings and bedtime

We slept in wee single bed-spaces at St Ninian’s, in a big room with partitions.
When we got up in the mornings we’d get washed and then go down for breakfast.
After breakfast we’d all go to our various classes. We'd all be in bed by ten o’clock.
We would have to kneel at our beds and do our prayers.

Food

The food was okay. | was an altar boy so | used to dish everyone’s cornflakes out. |

would crush down my own and put extra on top.

School

The school was on site, and it was mainly the brothers that ran it. We were there for
normal school hours, probably nine o’clock to three. There was a couple of lay
teachers for woodwork and crafts. | think there would be a maximum of about ten
boys in each class.
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Sport and Recreation

What was good at St Ninian’s was that they found what sport you excelled at. The
sports curriculum was fantastic. We did football, cricket, hockey, badminton, tennis
and table-tennis. If you were any good you were pushed to do it.

Every day we would be out playing sports. | loved hockey. The brothers would
referee the games between the two houses. Occasionally we would go out and play

teams from elsewhere. Not often though.

Crab football was a big thing too. It was in the badminton court inside and we would
all be shuffling about on our bums, kicking a ball. | don’t think the brothers took part.

Holidays

Some people got home at weekends or for holidays, but | didn’'t. | had the run of the
place to myself sometimes. Brother [REJI] saw that, and | think that's why he
decided to take me to visit his family in England one time.

Birthdays and Christmas

Birthdays and Christmas were celebrated, but | didn’t get anything.

Visits/Inspections

| think Mr Stansfield, my social worker, came to see me at St Ninian’s. | dont
remember any inspections.

Healthcare

| don’t remember anything about healthcare at St Ninian’s, except that you weren't
allowed to smoke. Everybody did though, | was thirteen when | started. Boys would
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Abuse at St Ninian’s School, Falkland

70. | called Brother ] ‘Hands everywhere”. He was always cuddling and | thought
he was feeling his way, but | wouldn’t let anything happen. When he took me to visit
his family, that's when he was trying to be all cuddly with me. | wouldn’t let him.

71.  When we were doing our prayers at night, Brother Ryan used to walk round all our
bed-spaces. He was the main culprit. He would pick his favourite and take them
away to his room and cuddle into them. Certain boys were picked all the time. |
never saw anything actually happen, but boys would come back and they'd be
crying. He took me to his room one night but | think he bottled it. | just gave him a
look and | think that's why he decided to make me an altar boy.

Leaving St Ninian’s School, Falkland
72. | think | got moved from St Ninian’s because | kept running away. | was moved to a

home in Kilbirnie run by the Salvation Army called Redheugh Adolescent Unit. |

think Mr Stansfield was involved in me getting moved.
Reporting of abuse at St Ninian’s School, Falkland

73. | never reported anything that happened at St Ninian's. | didn’'t know what | could tell

people or why | was running away.

Redheugh Adolescent Unit, Kilbirnie

74 Another Institution
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

St Mary’s Kenmure, Bishopbriggs

St Mary's was a young offenders’ secure home. A ‘List D’ place. The only reason |
was put there was because | had been sleeping with a lassie. | was never told | was
there because | was serving a sentence or anything. The staff all had keys and we
were all locked in. It was like a young persons’ prison. I'm not sure who ran St
Mary’s, but it wasn’t the Catholic Church. All the staff had to be called sir.

It was mad there, you had to be on the ball. The other lads were from all over the
place. They had been put there after going in front of the children’s panel or court.
They'd all done something bad on numerous occasions. They were hardened

criminals.

Routine at St Mary’s Kenmure, Bishopbriggs

Mornings and bedtime

The rooms we slept in were sectioned off, similar to St Ninian’s, but it was all

modernised. There was only two in each one and there was a wardrobe and

drawers at your bed space.
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Only a couple of staff stayed the night. The rest came in for the day.

School

We got schooled in the place. A guy was brought in from the outside to teach us
how to bake. We made pies and bridies and things like that. | never sat any exams
when | was there.

Visits/Inspections

Eventually 1 got allowed home to visit my mother a few times. It was when | got
home one time that something happened and | ended up in Polmont Young
Offenders Institution.

Abuse at St Mary’s Kenmure, Bishopbriggs

| was slashed in the face by a boy at St Mary's called [ G0l He was
another inmate like me. | had stood up to him and he didn’t like it. | was making my
bed up and he jumped out from the wardrobe and slashed me with an opened-up
architect’s clip, that was about an inch wide.

B < wvas called EXIIII and he used to hit us a few times. He

was known as “Big Warm Hands” because he had hands like shovels.

Leaving St Mary’s Kenmure, Bishopbriggs

When | used to get home | would meet up with a bunch of guys at Buchanan Street
Bus Station. We used to get involved in crime, pickpocketing and things like that.
My mother was still taking valium all the time and was suffering depression. | had
turned sixteen by this time, so | moved in with my girlfriend.
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The only time | ever reported what happened to me was at Nazareth House. | have

never reported anything else. The only person | have ever talked to about my time in

care is my ex-partner ||| R

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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