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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HCQ

Support person present: No

1. My name is I was born iESIEGEGEEEE bt when |

was adopted my adoptive parents changed my name. My date of birth is i}
I 1964. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born and initially lived in Perth. | have no knowledge of my birth mother but know
she gave me up for adoption. | was about six months old when she placed me in
Quarrier's Village but | have no memories of that period. My adoption was delayed
slightly as | was suffering from Chicken Pox.

3. My adoptive parents are |||} B 2~ Il and | have an adopted sister

_, who now lives in Australia. As far as | am concerned they are my
mother and father. My parents adopted me when | was about two years old, from
Quarrier’s. The adoption was arranged through Perth Social Work Department. | was
about five years old when | was told | was adopted. They did not want me to find it out

from anyone else.

4. Later in life my mum would ask whether | wanted to try and trace my natural mother,
but my thoughts were that woman had given me up and as far as | was concerned my
adopted mum was my mum. | did later visit the National Registrar and saw my birth
certificate on the microfiche system and saw my mother's name, but | cannot

remember it and can’t recall if there was a father’s name on it.
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with other people, | was just upset inside myself. | don’t remember any social work
intervention beforehand, but as a result of the changes in me my parents decided |
would be better off in boarding school.

Lendrick Muir School, Kinross

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Instituti

Again there was consultation with the social work department and again
with agreement of my mother it was decided | would reside at Bellfield Assessment
Centre during holiday periods. | am not sure who funded my time in the school but

presume it was the Council.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

When | was allowed to return home at the weekends | would take the bus back and
forth to the school. If it was a holiday time my dad sometimes picked me up in the car.
| would spend the week at his house in Falkirk. That did not work out for long as his
new partner was not happy and told my father to choose between seeing his new kids

or to see me. He chose his own kids. He later met another woman, i} and they
are together still. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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56. It was classed as an assessment centre but it seemed more strict. | was locked in for
much of my time there. | learned that | had to grow up very quickly there as | was
mixing with many of the residents who were part of the justice system and there was
nowhere for them to be. There was no fighting, it was just the atmosphere.

57. We wore tracksuits that they supplied. We never wore our own clothes. It was obvious
when we were out of the place, perhaps when we went for a walk to the River Leven,
that we were from Bellfield, as we were all wearing the same tracksuit tops and
bottoms.

58. As | was only there at weekends and holidays | cannot say what the general day to
day routine would have been. Some of the staff would take some of the residents out
for walks.

59. In the evening there was one television and everyone watched it together, supervised
by the staff. It was like an old movie where all the inmates were sat in rows of chairs
watching the TV. The staff had a large tin of cigarettes which they would distribute as
we watched the television. The staff would light your cigarette and you would go back
to your seat to smoke it. | probably smoked more at Bellfield as there was nothing else
to do. | don't even remember there being books available. This like everything else

60. | think | was still home at Christmas but all the other holiday periods were spent at
Bellfield. It stopped near the end of my last terms at Lendrick Muir.

61. Sometimes mum would visit me at Bellfield along with her friend and sometimes with
my sister. | think her friend was there for transport and moral support. Her visit was
always by appointment. There was a room for visits and sometimes we would be
allowed to go out for a coffee. Because | was only there on a residential order and not
on a secure order | was allowed for that coffee. The visits were not regular perhaps

once or twice during the summer.

11












DocuSign Envelope ID: 0C841694-9BD8-4186-B5CC-33A80A5E6099

78.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

| got married in 2008 but that relationship did not work out and after about six years
we divorced. For a little while my life fell apart, for different reasons to do with that
relationship. | met - and we have been together and have a daughter. | do worry
about her, not because of my time in care, but because | am aware there are strange
people out there. Sometimes when she is out with the dog | might follow a few minutes
later, just to make sure she is alright. | am very protective of her.

Il has worked for the Children’s Hearing Services || Last year | tried
to become a member. | am aware from the training that | was receiving that the way |
was dealt with at my panels is not the way things are dealt with today.

Impact

Up until last year | did not have any impact in my adult life as a result of my time at
Bellﬂeld. Secondary Institutions - to be published later | think

my time in care probably did me more good than bad.

During my training for the Children’s Hearing Services all the bad memories from
Bellfield came flooding back. | had not thought about them throughout my adult life.
We had completed four or five full day sessions and we were starting on the module
dealing with secure accommodation. We were having discussions about places in the
local area when the memories came back without warning.

| spoke with the trainer letting her know | was having some issues with some of the
memories suddenly coming back. She must have spoken to the head of the
department, because at the end of that day she sent me an email asking how | was. |
told her | was still having some issues dealing with the memories. | presume she must
have had to report it back but after that | did not receive any follow up or any calls.

| did expect that they would have had things in place for panel members who may

have had difficulties with some hearings they were dealing with. If that help was in
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94.

95.

| hope other people giving evidence to the Inquiry get some sort of closure. | don't
think there is any chance of the people involved with me to be taken to task, because
it was so long ago. Strathclyde Regional Council must have been aware of something
happening in these places and they need to be held to account and apologise for their
inaction. There should be nowhere for them to hide. There are too many damaged
adults because the wrong people were employed in those places and there was a lack
of any checks made on them, before and during their employment.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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