Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GNL

Support person present: Yes

My name is. My date of birth is || | | | | B 1961. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Dumbarton. My parents’ names were |JJJjjij and I ' have five
siblings, in age order, || Il I I I vho is dead and [l My dad
worked as an engineer in Dumbarton. Our lives were all about boating. Every weekend
we were on that boat and away on it. In the summer holidays my dad would chuck his
job and we'd be away for six weeks, all over. My dad would work on the farms and

other places. They knew him everywhere we went.

| went to St Michael's Primary School. School was ok for me. Then my dad started a
job down in England. | was aged ten. We moved and got a new house. | didn'’t like it,
| hated it. Plus, | was getting abused by my mother’'s cousin. It's always stuck in my
head, if | told my dad what was going on would he have moved back to Scotland. But
| knew my dad would have killed the man and he would have ended up doing time. |

just kept pestering my dad and he said that's it, we're going home. | was close to him.

So | got sent up the road with my dad’s cousin to stay with my grandfather, who was
my dad’s father. | was nearly eleven years old. | was up here for two weeks and my

dad was phoning me every night and then | got a phone call to say he'd been in a hit
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Mealtimes / Food

After we were up and dressed and got washed we went to get breakfast. Then we did
our chores. Then we'd sit in the room with the TV before they came in to tell us who
was doing the garden, who was staying in and who was off somewhere else. Then we
got our lunch. The afternoon was a repeat of what happened in the morning and it was
the same every day. Then we got our tea to eat. We had a sandwich.

| knew the cook as she stayed next door to my gran and they went to bingo together.

The food was ok. | don’t remember anyone having a problem with the food.

Washing / bathing

First thing after getting up in the morning we'd get washed and dressed. There were
showers and we got one every day in the morning. If you'd been playing football you'd
get a shower afterwards. There was no privacy. There were communal showers. |
always remember what the staff member did, he was called s | he was from
Dumbarton. He used to show off and make you stand in front of him and soap all your
body and he'd stand and watch you. It was always him who was there. | don't
remember his name. He was a big skinny fella. You could tell he was an ex-army guy.

| think he was in his sixties then.

Clothing / uniform

We wore our own clothes. They washed the clothes for us. You had a change of
clothes and you had your own wardrobe. My granny brought in clothes for me.

School
There was no schooling. We went into the one room they had and we’'d muck about

at things. Before | left they brought a teacher in. Even she wasn't there long. We got

no education at all.
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Running away

When | was there | saw two boys get onto a chair and jump out through the top window
and right through the glass. The bottom windows had wires and bars across them.

That’s how bad it was.

| ran away once from Bellfield. The ball went over the fence and the boys had to lift
me over to get it. | didn’t go back over the fence. | got caught later that day and brought
back. | had a pair of shorts and a T-shirt on that Bellfield had given me and that was
it. | went straight to the house and my grandad just took me back to Bellfield. When |
went back to Bellfield nothing happened. They just wouldn't let me out again for a

couple of days.

When boys ran away from there they always ran straight to the boat yard and that was

a dead end. | told them not to go that way and go in a different direction.
Bed Wetting

There was a problem with bed wetting as you were scared to get up in the night. | was
alright as | knew all the guards. I'd get up and they'd be saying ‘You get to
bed’. They were alright about bed wetting in there. They might have taken their
mattress outside. No-one got slapped about in there, not that | saw anyway. The boys

put their bedding in the laundry. Some of the older ones would bully them for it.
Discipline

They didn’t use the belt in Bellfield. If you got out of hand you went in the room called

the cooler. You could be in there for two to three days.
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Abuse at Bellfield

There was a lot of bullying going on by the older ones. My older cousin who was in
with told me not to let anyone bully me, and if they did | was to tell him. One day | was
buffing the floor with the big bumper. A boy tried to trip me up. | just turned round and
| split him wide open with the bumper.

They had a cooler with no windows. It was just a cell. | was put in there for two days.
That was my punishment. That happened to me quite a few times and | felt like | was
never out of it. | wasn’t taking the bullying.

If you answered back to some of the staff they'd give you a slap on the back of the
head. | used to go mad and | used to throw chairs and I'd be put in the cooler. There
was just one cooler. I'd be in it on my own. The other boys didn’t like going in it. It was
cold. It was just a stone floor. The first time | was in Bellfield was a couple of months

and | think | was in the cooler three times.

There was one staff member who always took you to the showers. He was a big,
skinny fella. He used to drink in the Lennox Pub. And the wee guy who stayed there.
He's dead now. He was a good age and around retirement age. He was a wee shite.
He used to slap us about for no reason and call us “You little bastard”. He used to hit
us with his bunch of keys. We were just being a bit cheeky and answering back. |
can't remember his name. This behaviour was going on all the time in there. It
happened to me and | saw it happening to other boys. These two staff members must

have been ex-army. You could just tell.

Some of them were alright. | didn't smoke and |l vsed to say to go round
the back of the building and have a fag to smoke. [fall]was a member of staff in the
gardens. | think the staff were better to me because most of them_
B 7 they did anything to me and | was to tell my Grandad, he would kil
them. They weren't really abusive to the other boys.






45.

46.

47.

48.

The ground floor had a big hallway that was wide and massive. They had big marble
fireplaces. At the end of there was three rooms at the bottom. There was a piano under
the stair. Through another door into a room and that was the TV room and the gym.
You could go down the stairs and that took you to what we called the dungeons. There
was a woodwork classroom down there, plus the changing rooms for us playing
football. They kept cleaning stuff in one of the dungeons.

Then you went round and walked round a corridor to where you sat to eat your
breakfast and your dinner. The dining room was there and the kitchen was there and
there was a door out to the square. You couldn’t get out of the square unless they
opened the big massive doors. It must have been for horses and carriages at one
point. You went round the corridor again and there was another room but they hardly
used that. You went downstairs again and there was a shower block. They hardly used
that one. The other showers were up with the dormitories. There wasn’t an exit from

the dungeons and you had to come back up to the ground floor to get out.

In the grounds you walked down a path and across the road and down to the rugby
pitches at the other side of the building and a good bit away from it. There was a
running track, football pitches and rugby pitches.

| don’t know who ran St Ninian’s, but they were Catholic and it was all Brothers in
there. They all lived there in the main building. They wore the Brothers uniform of black
robes all the time. | don't remember who was in charge. There was someone called
he was the only lay teacher, he came from the village. He was 'brand new’
and | always remember him saying to us ‘never walk about here on your own. Always
have two of you together. | remember someone called Brother and |
remember Brother Malach the music teacher and there was another one who stayed
in the dormitories. He was a right arsehole. | can't remember his name. He liked his
drink. He was really fit, about six feet and wore glasses. He was always marching
everywhere. You were scared to get out of your bed at night when he was about. Every

night he would come in drunk and he’d march round all the dormitories. There was
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Clothing / uniform

| got shoes, a pair of jeans, jumpers and T-shirts and that was it. All the boys wore the
same stuff. If you went home at the weekend you used your own stuff.

School

The teachers were the Brothers apart from ElIlj who came from the village and
there was another hippy looking man who came in to teach us. | don’t know if they had
teaching qualifications, but probably not.

After we’d done our cleaning chores in the morning we were taken to the classrooms.
We stopped at lunch time and went back to the classrooms in the afternoon. We'd be
in the classrooms till about 2:30 pm or 3:00 pm. Then we had games after that. It was
mostly rugby that we played.

| was getting it bad in class all the time because | couldn’t read or write. When | was
in the class | said | couldn’t do the work. They used to take the belt out and hit me on
the back and over the head. One day, one of the boys actually jumped on top of me
to protect me when they were doing it. It was one of the Brothers who was giving me
the belt. The boy that tripped him up to stop him doing it, he was getting it on the hand
that one, it wasn’t just me the Brother was doing it to, he was doing it to all the boys.
The Brother disappeared after that. We were getting battered with hands and fits and
belts and anything they could get their hands on.

In the classroom they made me sit in a corner and they told me | was beyond and they
couldn’t help me anymore. They'd throw board dusters at me. One time | picked a
chair up and threw it at them. | got taken into the gym and | got punched stupid. It was
the tall, skinny one with the glasses. He was really bad. He did a few of the boys in. |
saw a boy coming out of there and he was black and blue. That was the boy from
Blackhill. The things that were happening to me were happening to other boys too.
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They didn't know how to teach anything. If you couldn’t do the work, that was it and
you were left. They just put me at the back of the class. | was called a dunce in front
of everyone. | had dyslexia and they wouldn’t give me any help. Because | couldn’t do
the work they were hitting me. | was treated like shite. All the teachers were like that,

it wasn't just one of them.

The only one who tried to help me was s . He knew | liked woodwork and |
could do it, but | couldn’t write anything down or read it. He was always there for me.
He stayed in the village. | know he died. | think he was an ex-army man. He knew

something was going on there.

Religion

On a Sunday you'd be up and they'd force you to go to chapel. You'd be forced to be
an altar boy. | wasn't wearing it and | was getting doings for not doing it. All the boys
were Catholic and everyone was going to Mass. You were in that chapel every night.
They were trying to brainwash you. They wanted you to say prayers and | refused. If
you refused to go to Mass you got battered. You were dragged in their chapel to your
seat and told not to move. It happened to other boys too.

Work/chores

After breakfast we did our chores and cleaning and sweeping. It was in the morning
only. The Brother who's in the jail now, when he came he started to do the gardens,
building greenhouses and taking boys into the gardens. He was the big, tall hairy guy.
As soon as | saw him on the news | recognised him. He was the gardener. | don't
remember his name and | don’t remember when he was in court.

Trips / Holidays

The only trips we got were when we played rugby. We played other schools. | played

centre. | got picked for Manchester and | never went. | said | wasn't going there, | was
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same age as me and there was two younger brothers. There was also one boy from
Edinburgh and I'm sure he was getting abused.

| was getting mentally abused in there all the time. In class they didn’t want to know
about me. Once, , tried to help me, and he even said “Just do what they tell
you to do and you’ll get through here”.

There was a lot of bullying going on by the older ones. They'd tell the younger ones to
bring in fags for them or they’'d get done in. | wasn’t going to do it, but they always did
it. There was one wee boy from Blackhill. He was younger than me. | looked after him
because he reminded me of my younger brother. His granny came up and she brought
stuff for me as | never got any visitors.

It wasn't a nice place at all. They didn't want to know you. They used to tell me | was
going to end up in the jail and | was just a waste of space. | don't know what I'd done
wrong to get that.

There was one boy in there | knew was getting physically abused. It was near to the
end of my time when they were telling me what date | was due to get out. | had to go
to a panel and when | walked in the boy was there. He'd disappeared from St Ninian’s.
They dragged me out of the room before | could talk to the boy. They told me he was
nothing to do with me. He must have stayed somewhere near Dumbarton. They didn't
want me talking to him. | didn’t know his name. | remember we were playing rugby and
he wasn'’t well, then he came running down to the pitch screaming and saying ‘he’d
put his hand down my trousers’. Everybody on the pitch would have seen him and
heard him. Then that boy vanished. Next time | saw him was at the panel.

There was a boy from Edinburgh and he told me they were trying it on with him. | told
him ‘just don't let them’ and he said there was nobody he could tell about it.
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Other information

114. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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