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Friday, 8 July 2022

(10.00 am)
LADY SMITH: Good morning.
We return today to a mix of witnesses
oral witnesses, and read-in, and we start,

with?

in person,

Ms Rattray,

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, we start with an oral witness this

morning and this is a witness who's an applicant and has

the pseudonym 'Christine'.

'Christine' was in the care of the burgh of

Motherwell and Wishaw, later Strathclyde Regional

Council. She was in two foster placements.

The first was with Mr and Mrs - from

The second was with Mr and m

from

- 1973 to- 1983 and the current

responsible authority is North Lanarkshire Council.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

'Christine' (sworn)

LADY SMITH: We need you to speak into the microphone,

'Christine'. That should be a good position for it to

pick you up.

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: There's a red folder there. That has your

written statement in it that you signed.

You'll be
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with the _ with I think your younger brother at

that time, is that something you remember?
My younger brother being at the _'?
Yes.

No.

You don't recall that?

No. As far as I'm aware, 1t was just me.

Okay. And you moved from the - to live with

Yes.

I think we know they are ?
Yes.

But was called by a different name?

FLS

At page 2 of your statement from paragraph 5 you tell us
a bit about the Where did they live?

It was in Cambusnethan in Wishaw.

Who all lived in the household there?

At the time, my two siblings, my two sisters were both
there, and they also had two girls who were both
fostered, who then went on to -- they went on to adopt
them. And there was a boy as well, a handicapped boy.
And the boy, was he fostered too?

Yes.

You talk of living in two houses. What was the first
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That's correct.

Do you remember how old your foster parents were, what
kind of age? Were they quite a young couple or were
they an older couple?

I think they were much older. I mean, they just died
a couple of years ago and they were both in their '90s,
I think.

Right, okay. Did your foster parents have jobs?

Yes.

What were their Jjobs?

He was a long-distance lorry driver, so he could be away
for days at a time, and she worked in the local cinema.
At paragraph 10 you tell us a little about what you
remember in relation to arriving at the ' . What
are your first memories there?

I honestly don't know. I've no idea. I can't remember.
Okay. I think you tell us you can't remember who took
you to the ' house, but you just remember
arriving in a car?

I can vaguely remember arriving in the car and I was
wearing -- I mean it's stupid things I remember. I was
wearing a wee knitted poncho with a knitted beret to
match. But that's about it.

Do you remember anyone explaining to you what was

happening, as to why you were --
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No.

-- leaving one place and going somewhere else?

No.

In relation to daily life in the foster home, I think
you tell us at paragraph 12 a little about meal times
and food. Who was it in the house who did the cooking?
It was usually us. We did all the cooking, all the
cleaning.

"us", who do you mean?

When you say
Like me, my sisters. Sometimes the other -- the other
siblings.

What about the foster mum, {id ? Did she do much
cooking?

Occasionally, but it was mostly left to us.

I think you tell us about one time when you were asked
to make some dinner and it was mince?

Oh, did I tell you about that one? I couldn't remember
telling you. Aye. I don't know what age I was. I was
at primary school, so I was young, and she asked me to
go and put the mince on. I didn't know anything about
cooking so I didn't know I had to brown the mince so

I just plopped it in water and put it on the stove.
What happened when she realised you hadn't browned the
mince?

Well, I got beat up for it.
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Had she given you any directions --

No -—-

-- on how to cook?

No.

You tell us that in the first house -- because there was

a point at which the moved house; is that right?
Yes.

That in the first house you used to have your meals at

a dining table with benches?

Yes.

Did everyone sit around the table and have meals
together?

No, no. Not all the time. We usually just sat with it
on my knees, if I remember correctly. I mean,
occasionally we would sit at the bench.

You say that the cupboards were always well stocked with
food.

Yes, yes.

So there weren't any issues in relation to not having
enough to eat --

No, there was always food there.

Moving on to your clothing, 'Christine', at paragraph 15
you tell us about the clothes you wore. What kind of
clothes were you wearing when you were a child?

Well, mostly it was hand-me-downs. But I do remember

10
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like during the week when school was in I'd have my
school uniform on, but then I would also wear the school
uniform at the weekends because -- I don't even remember
why, to be honest, but I can remember wearing my school
uniform at weekends.

You tell us in your statement that would sometimes
go to charity shops and --

Oh, jumble sales, aye. She would go to jumble sales and
come back with bags and bags full of stuff and we used
to get excited because -- well, I did, because I was
getting new clothes.

What about the girls who were adopted? Were they --

Oh, - and -, oh, they were in the best gear
all the time. I mean, I would get two lots of
hand-me-downs.

So you would get the clothes from the charity shop or
the jumble sale --

Yeah.

-— and if the other girls had outgrown certain clothes,
you were given them?

Yeah.

What about new clothes? Did you ever get new clothes?
Christmas, usually Christmas. Or I remember like the
social workers taking me out, I think that was just for

school uniforms though, a social worker would come and

11
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Yeah, that was-

She was one of the ones who was adopted?

Yes.

And you've already told us about the other foster boy in
the household.

In relation to school events, is that something the
attended, if you were doing something at school?
No.

What about your homework? Did they help you with your
homework?

Not that I recall, no.

I think in fairness you say in your statement as well is
that on saying that, you suppose that they did try and
encourage you to do well at school?

Well, yeah, they did. I mean, I remember -- I remember
getting an award at school for something, I can't
remember what it was, and I did get praise for that.
Moving on to the subject of chores, you've already
mentioned you were doing the cooking and I think you
also mentioned that you were doing the housework. What
kind of chores did you have to do?

Everything. I mean, from hoovering, dusting to
painting. We painted the house as well. We did the
decorating. I mean, ironing, the washing. I mean, the

lot.

13
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Was it just yourself or were there others who were
doing --

No, we all did it.

When you say you all did it, who was that?

All of us, but mostly it was - and myself and my
two biological sisters. I mean, the other ones did it
but not as much. They were allowed to go out more.
When you say all of us and the other ones, are you
referring to the other children in the house?

What about Mr and Mrs , did they do housework?
Well, we did it all when they were at work mostly. It
had to be done for them coming home.

I think in your statement you describe that through the
week you did all the normal housework like cleaning,
dusting, hoovering and emptying bins, and on a Sunday
you did everything else, that you gutted the house?
Aye.

Was the house always very clean then?

Oh, it was spotless.

It was spotless because of the work that you and your --
Yeah. It had to be spotless. If it wasn't -- I mean,
I can remember once I was asked to clean the couch.

I mean, scrub it. And I didn't do it properly, it

wasn't clean enough, so I got a beating for that.

14
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LADY SMITH: Sorry, can I just ask you a moment, how old
were you when you had to start doing these chores?

A. Oh, this was just primary school, we're talking maybe
five, six years old.

LADY SMITH: There was something every day vou had to do?

A. Oh yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Did you ever get any praise or pocket money or
rewards for doing all those chores?

A. I didn't get pocket money off of her, but had
greyvhounds, he kept greyhounds, so I would alsoc get up
at 6 o'clock in the morning to walk them before I went
to school and then at 6 o'clock at night I would also
take them out and walk them, so he would give me some
money.

Q. How many greyhounds were there?

A. Oh, it varied from one to five.

Q. So there might be a point at which you were walking five
dogs?

A. Yes.

Q. Those greyhounds, were they pets or did he breed them --

A. They were racing dogs. He would race them, yeah. And
I don't know if I actually put this in my statement, but

when a racing dog gets injured, it's no good to the

15
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That happened when you were on holiday in Nairn?

Yeah.

Whereabouts were you staying? Were you in a hotel or --
No, it was in the caravan park. And at the time there
were no toilets in caravans, so we'd take up during the
night and they used to put a bucket out, we'd use that,
or we had to walk to the toilet block.

So I remember that night vividly as well. I had
actually dreamt that I was at the toilet so I wet the
bed and I got beaten with a frying pan the next morning.
Who was it who beat you with a frying pan?
That was His 5
You say she beat you with a frying pan. Whereabouts on
your body did she hit you with a frying pan?
All over. Mostly the head.
Did you have any injuries?
Bruises, just ... I had bruises.
I'm going to move on and ask you —-- you've obviously
told us -- you've given us some insight into your
relationship with some of the people in the household,
but how would you describe your relationship with your
foster parents?
I really don't know how to describe that.

I mean, they hated me. And that's about -- I was

only there for the money, apparently. Well, that's what

19
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that found him.

How old were you when that happened?

Maybe about 12. 12/13 at the most.

What about the other children in the household, your
sisters? Did you have a good relationship with your
sisters?

Yeah. As far as I recall, yeah.

The other two girls, the adopted girls, what was your
relationship with them like?

Oh, they hated me as well. They would sit and laugh
when I was getting beatings.

Were they ever beaten?

Not that I remember.

What about contact with your birth family. You were
there with your two sisters. Did you ever see either

your birth mum and dad or your two brothers?

Apparently -- I don't remember it, but apparently I had

been taken to see my mum a couple of times, but I think

I was with the for 11, 12 years, and I'm really
not sure. Maybe a handful of times I seen my mother.
What about your brothers?

Never seen them at all.

Were you aware you had brothers?

I must have been, but I don't remember.

21
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You've told us that the adopted girls were treated very
differently --
Mm-hmm.

-—- from you and your sisters and that they could do no

FLS/FLT

wrong in the eyes of the

Yeah.
And they got the new clothes and were given money. You
also say that they would do things that would cause you
a problem?
Oh, aye, they would do things and blame me. Like if
they broke something in the house, I would -- in fact,
they didn't even need to blame me, I'd just get the
blame anyway. I remember one incident, it was new bunk
beds and someone had ripped the handle off it, off the
mattress. She had lined us up, the six of us, I was the
last in the line of six, so she went through them all:

"Did you do it?"

"No . "

"Did you do it?"

"No".

She got to me, she says, "Did you do it?" And

I said "no" and I got a slap.
So I knew if I said no again I'd get another slap,
so I just said, "Yes, I did it" and then I got

a beating.

24
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What form did that beating take?

Oh, you're talking kicks, punches, slaps.

You've spoken before about a frying pan being used to
hit you with, did they ever use any other things to hit
you

Oh, aye, aye. Anything that came to hand. A hairbrush.
I can remember once, you know, the big glass ashtrays,
one of them. My hands were covered in bruises from
doing that to protect my head.

Who was it who hit you with the glass ashtray?

That was again.

Oh, he dished them out as well. It was mainly her,

I think, but he dished them out as well. He had to wear
steel toecap boots for work and he would kick us with
them on.

You also tell us about a time when you were doing the
ironing and you --

Yeah, I burnt my arm.

Tell us about that.

Well, I was ironing curtains. Again, I was at primary
school, you don't know how to do these things properly.
So instead of going along the way I went up and down and
the iron caught and turned and burnt my wrist. And

I started crying, so I got a beating for crying.

25
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Yeah.

What happened there?

I had to cut his hair and that included the hair on his
ears and obviously I had to be very careful not to cut
him, because if I did, I knew I would get a beating, but
sometimes I just did it anyway.

If you cut him, did he do something?

Oh aye, I would get a punch.

I think you describe as well that there were issues when
you got older and you were perhaps going out to see some
friends, and that friend happened to be a boy =--

Oh, it was --

-— they had some issues about that?

It was one of my female friends, in fact I think I was
grounded at this point as well. Anyway, I snuck out to
see my friend and we went and walked around round to the
shop where she happened to bump into her boyfriend, her
boyfriend, so we were talking, and just at that point
FLS came around the corner from work and she went
absolutely mental and started hitting me around the head
with her umbrella. It was raining at the time. And
dragged me, physically dragged me back round to the
house.

You speak about another time as well, that this time it

was your foster father, when you were listening to
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music --

Oh, right, aye. It was -- this was a male friend.

I mean, we were all kids, we ran about together, and he
had an album that I wanted to hear so we went over and
we were in his house listening to it. It was in his
room, it was completely innocent, I was only a kid, and
FLT came across and came into the room and
grabbed me by the hair, dragged me out the house. TWe
stayed right across the road. And kicked me all the way
across the road and all the way up the stairs and in my
room. In front of all my friends.

You tell us about an incident that happened to one of
your sisters, and that you heard your sister screaming.
Oh, right. We knew there was something going on down
the stairs, because at the time she was pregnant.

Right, we knew there was something going on down the
stairs because there was a lot of whispering and we used
to sit along the stairs and earwig, as you do. And it
turned out that my sister was pregnant and they beat her
up when she was pregnant.

At paragraph 48 you describe how unhappy you were living
there and you thought about bringing an end to your
life?

Yeah. I did it twice. Three times altogether. Twice

at primary school and once when I was at high school.

29






10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

You said that this made it worse for you?

Yeah.

Why did it make it worse?

Well, because all the attention was on me then. Because

like my sisters -- it was divided up between us when

they were both there, but then when they left it was

just all on me.

By "the attention", you mean the berating --

The abuse, yeah.

-- and the abuse? You tell us -- I think you say here:
"I can honestly say that I can't think of any happy

memories from my time in foster care with the"

No.

"I'm not saying that there weren't any, I just can't

remember any good times."

That's correct.

And that called you names all the time, told you

you were no use and that you were "an ugly wee bastard".

Mm-hmm, yeah. &And I wasn't allowed to speak to boys.

She said I was man daft, just like my mother. So if

I spoke to boys she thought there was something going

on, and there wasn't.

As you got older and into your teenage years and moving

towards becoming a young adult, were there any things

that the did to sort of teach you how to live on

31
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your own after --

Nothing. No, nothing.

Tell us about how you left the :

I'd contacted my sister, my middle sister, - and
asked if I could go and stay with her. She said yeah.
So I met up with her in Wishaw and she actually took me
down to my real mother, so went down there and my mum
had phoned the social work and it was Ron Hutchison

I think that came and got me. They took me down to the
to get some of my stuff they would give me.
They gave me nothing. Not even my school books. I left
the house in my school uniform and there was abuse that
day as well. ©Not physical, but they were -- they were
shouting at me. I don't remember much about it, but

I do know that there was abuse, and this was in front of
the social worker as well.

How old were you when you left?

Well, I thought it was two days after my 16th birthday
but it turned out it was actually my 1l6th birthday,
because the social workers got my birthday wrong so --
my birthday's actually_ and the social -- right
up until I was 16, I had my birthday on the-,
because it was the wrong date.

Throughout your time in care you'wve actually thought

your birthday was a different date than what it actually

32
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members of household."”

The note says:

"Good in its own way. The ‘ attitude to
fostering isn't really professional but then they
probably should have adopted the children. They are
more like adoptive parents in attitude."

What do you think about that?

That is saying that they should have adopted us? O0Oh
hell no. Sorry. I remember going -- they sent me to
a child psychologist, right, because I played up, okay,
quite a bit, and they sent me to a child psychologist
and while I was sitting in one chair at the

psychol(‘x_zyist..FL‘S

was sitting in the other
chair. Throughout the sessions. And that was

a gquestion that they brought up. They were like -- they
were asking me, "Would you behave better basically if
you were adopted?" And she's sitting right there, so
I couldn't very well say "no", so I had to say "yes".
And then I'm pretty sure when we got back to the house
she's like to me, "Adopt you? Are you kidding?"
Basically. Maybe not in those words, but that was
pretty much what she meant. No, but I would -- no.
Presumably during these sessions if your foster mother

was sitting right beside you throughout, there was never

an opportunity to --
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that there was any kind of trusting relationship between
you and any social worker?

No.

Then it says:

"How do foster parents see social worker?"

And the answer is:

"As a necessary evil. Though polite and friendly,
usually they'd rather be left to get on with things.
Mrs ki occasionally needs support when the girls
associate with people they don't approve of."

That was almost anyone.

I think we see from that it's certainly the perception
of the social workers that perhaps their visits and
attentions weren't very welcome by the .

Yeah.

The next record I'm going to look at is at
NLC-000000197. We're going to turn to page 8 of this
particular document.

What this appears to be is once again social work
notes and we see that the social worker at the top, it
says "R Hutchison" and I think that's the person you've
mentioned?

Ron Hutchison.

Yes. There seems to be a handwritten date of

February 1983 and there is reference to someone who
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might be your birth mother "... and the boys", who may
well be your brothers, "... are delighted to have two
sisters back on speaking terms. They all feel
'Christine' will follow when she is 16".

Yeah.

"Both girls tell of unpleasant experiences at the
(foster parents) and they say now that both are
away they will make 'Christine's' life very tough."
Yeah, I remember seeing this. My sister and I went to
ask for some files and I remember seeing that and that
made me particularly angry, because it was only a couple
of months after that I left, in fact just over a month.
I mean, they should have been out straight away. They
should have come out to check straight away when they
read that.

If we move to the next entry on this page, which is
dated March 1983, it says:

"This month went without incident until the last
days ... [someone] came to tell that 'Christine' had
arrived at mum's."

Then it appears that the social worker visited vyour
mum's home and you were there and everyone had done
a lot of talking. It says:

"She [a reference to you, 'Christine'] is not going

back to the foster parents FLS/FLT . [Your mum] has
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offered her a bed and all want to be reunited.
I explained that the idea was good, but should be
planned properly with the and the social work
department. 'Christine' agreed but stated firmly that
she had only been waiting until she was 16 before
getting out of the“

He says:

"She was 16 two days ago."

Once again, that's a mistake about your date of
birth.
(Witness nods)
"There was no way she was going back to the
I suggested that she came with me to see George Meikle
(her social worker). Together we spent a long session
trying to persuade 'Christine' to go back to the
and allow us to plan for her return to her mother. She
would not go back under any circumstances because [and
this is underlined] for years the had been
telling her that she was 'a no user', 'worthless',
'a bad person' and 'different from the other children in
their care'. [Somecne] told her her mother was also
a 'worthless no user who drank her weans away'."

Was that the kind of things that the said to
you?

Yeah.
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If we turn to page 7 of this record, which is actually
date wise a continuation of the last entry, and it says:
"It became clear that 'Christine' had been thinking
along these lines for a long time. She had talked to
her sisters about going to her mother's, but was afraid

to ask the advice because they would be

aggressively against the idea.”

(Witness nods)

Is that right?

Yeah. I wouldn't even consider mentioning it to them.
I mean, it had to be done on the quiet. And once I was

out, there was no way I was going back.

LADY SMITH: Why did you think they would be against the

idea of you leaving and going to your mum's?

Because -- I don't know, I just knew that if I even

mentioned it I would get beat up, because they didn't

want us to go for some reason, but I didn't know it was

the money at the time. Because I know when both my

sisters said they were leaving, they both got beat up.
So I knew if I said, I would get the same treatment,

so which is why I didn't, I had to do it quietly.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.

MS RATTRAY: At the next paragraph in this note it says:

"Later visited the with George and

'Christine'."
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I think "George" is George Meikle, your social

worker?
Yeah.
"All 'Christine's' fears came true —-- the jiadil became

verbally abusive towards 'Christine' (and all the
children in the family) and confirmed 'Christine's'
statement of earlier in the day. After an acrimonious
meeting we left. I asked the if they would
allow her to take away some clothes and they said 'she
is getting nothing'. 'Christine' left in the clothes
she was wearing, her school uniform."”

If we move to the next entry at the foot of the
page, which appears to be 4 April 1983:

"'Christine' moved to her mum's after the first
weekend. George Meikle (social worker) was unsuccessful
in getting the to release any of her clothes or
personal belongings. Helped the mum and 'Christine' to
claim from DHSS, this department will supplement what
DHSS offer as the girl has absolutely nothing except her
uniform."

That meant, you said, leaving photographs behind as
well?

Yeah, I had nothing, I don't have any photographs of
myself when I was younger.

Presumably --you talked about reading books and
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you and your department make of 'Christine's'
declaration of loyalty to the person she was removed
from so many years ago?"

It wasn't a case of loyalty. It was somewhere to go.
It was my sisters I was wanting to move in with, but my
sister didn't have a room, she only had a two-bedroom
house, there was her, her man and her two kids, so she
said, "Would you go to mother's?" So I said, "Yes". At
that point I was already out the ' house, so

I had to go somewhere. There was no way I was going
back there. So I went to my mother's.

If we turn over to page 2 on this document, here we see
the reply to this letter from Nick Child and it's

a letter of 14 December 1983 from Strathclyde Regional
Council. ©On this occasion it's Ron Hutchison, social
worker, who's written this letter. If we move down to
the bigger paragraph in the middle of the page about
five paragraphs down, I'll read from there:

"I had extensive contact with both older girls and
it became apparent that they wanted to re-establish
contact with their mother many years previously but were
prevented from doing so by the foster parents and social
workers. It was therefore predictable that 'Christine'
retained the same feelings and by-1983 all

concerned (except perhaps the foster parents) expected
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that she would inaugurate contact after her 16th
birthday. The surprise was that she did so on the day
after her birthday and by her strong desire to stay with
her mother straight away."

I think from your evidence the strong desire was to

get out of the |[ESUENE < house?

A. Yeah.

Q. If you were going anywhere, it was your sister's?

A. Yeah, I had never thought about going to my mother's.
But it just -- that's just the way it happened, so.
LADY SMITH: 'Christine', was it simply that you knew you'd
had your léth birthday that was the prompt for you to

leave?

A. Yeah, definitely.

LADY SMITH: Had anything else happened that was a last
straw?

A. No, that was it. I just -- I had always thought as soon
as I turned 16 I'm out of there. I had no thoughts of
where I was going or anything. I just had to leave.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Continuing to the next paragraph on this page
and from the second sentence of that paragraph:

"I have had some very interesting and useful
sessions with the family including interviews where all

were present. It is of great value to hear how each
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they asked me if I wanted them to contact the police for
me and I said yes. So the police came out, I gave them
a statement, both my sisters gave statements, and then
they had spoken to the ‘ doctors to see if they
were fit, which they weren't, and they both died

a couple of months later, so that was it.

Turning now to paragraph 73 on your statement at

page 18, you tell us something about lessons which can
be learned from your experience. I think you speak
about there should be better and more regular

monitoring --

Yes.

-—- of foster placements, and that you feel that you were
put in there and forgotten about.

Yeah.

Is there anything that you would like to add to lessons
that we can possibly learn from your experiences?

Well, I know things are a lot different now than they
were back then anyway and back then they were allowed to
smack kids, whereas now you're not, so -- it's just to
keep a closer eye on things.

I think that's true, smacking was allowed --

And let the kids know that they can speak to you in
confidence.

I think you say smacking was allowed, but hitting
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children with frying pans and glass ashtrays --
A. No, I know.
Q. -- was never allowed.
A. No, I know that.
LADY SMITH: Yes, 'Christine', perhaps another way of

thinking about it is that smacking wasn't prohibited,

however --
2. Yeah.
LADY SMITH: -- physical punishment of children could still

be abusive if it was excessive or if it was simply
unjustified.

A. (Witness nods)

LADY SMITH: So don't just say to yourself, "Well, I had to
take it, because it was allowed".

A. Oh no, I know that. There was a line and they went
right over the line. I always say this: it's just
a miracle they never killed me.

MS RATTRAY: I think at your statement at paragraph 74 you
provide another piece of information about the
and attending -

A. Yeah.

Q. Can you tell us about that?

A. Well, they got an award for foster parents of the year,

went to _ I remember them coming in dressed up

to the nines, I can remember her dress to this day, and
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break and perhaps come back early, say about 11.30, and
then we would deal with a read-in before the next oral
witness gives evidence.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would work for me. We'll do that.

Thank you.

(11.14 am)

(A short break)

(11.33 am)

LADY SMITH: Just before we move on, I should remind people
about my general restriction order, because of course we
used the names of the _ and the and
other children in the foster care household
during the evidence of the last witness, and those names
can't be used outside this room.

Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady.

'Jane' (read)

MS RATTRAY: We start after the break with a read-in and
this is a statement of an applicant who is anonymous and
has chosen the pseudonym 'Jane'. Her statement is at

WIT.001.003.0204. ‘'Jane' was boarded out by Edinburgh

Corporation with Mrs in Bonnyrigg from
_ 1971 to - 1971. The current

responsible authority is the City of Edinburgh Council.

Although the period in foster care is just over six
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that my mother had made her bed and could lie in it. My
granny was willing to take my mum in but not us kids
because her husband wouldn't like that.

I only have fleeting memories of my dad and
strangely one of the memories I always had was of him
playing hide and seek with me. Years later, perhaps
when I was about 40, I learned that on that occasion he
was actually holding us all hostage and threatening to
kill us all with the police being outside. He
apparently released us one at a time and I was the last
to be released. The strange thing is that I don't
recall that as a traumatic experience. My memory was
that it was a game.

I have no memory of social workers being involved in
my early life, though that may be because of how young
I was. I do know that I was placed somewhere when I was
very young because I have a newspaper cutting that
contains a photo of me in a children's home, though
I don't recall it or where it was taken, perhaps
Morningside in Edinburgh. I have no memos of being
there.

The first memory I have of being in care was when

I stayed in Bonnyrigg with Mr and Mrs |EahEsaS who had

two teenage daughters. I don't recall how old the

LXN-LXO

were or if either of them worked. I don't
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recall the address, but I could probably point out the
house as it's not that big a place.

I was aged four or five when I moved into Bonnyrigg
and I was there for a few months, maybe as long as
a year. I know that I had been in other places but

I have no recollection of them. My older sister and

LXN-LXO

brother moved in with the at the same time as

me, then my younger sister joined us after a while.
There was a bedroom downstairs with a single bed and

cot in it. I think there were two bedrooms upstairs so

it was quite cramped with the four of them and us three.

ISt L XN-LXO also fostered another

While we were there,
boy, who always seemed to be treated better than us.

Of course, thereafter my younger sister also arrived.
Myself and my siblings would take turns in sharing the
bed upstairs with the daughters.

I don't recall much else about the house other than
it had a living room and the kitchen was tiny.

I don't recall what the routine was about getting up
or what time it was we went to bed.

The only thing I remember about the food there was
that we got porridge. We would get porridge in the
morning and again at tea time. If we were at school we
would get a school lunch, but if we were at home we went

hungry. That's one of the things I recall most about
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that house, we were always hungry. If we were out on
our own, we would scavenge for whatever we could get,
even picking up chewing gum off the ground and taking
shots each of chewing it.

IRl L XN-LXO were eating, they normally shut us

outside the house so we were often freezing. I still
struggle to understand why the neighbours didn't say
anything. They must have seen the state we were in.

There was a couple who moved in nearby and their
garden was overflowing with rhubarb. The woman used to
give us the rhubarb with sugar because she felt sorry
for us. Years later I recall my mother-in-law, who
stayed in Bonnyrigg, recounting a story of how she used
to give such things to three hungry children. I think
it was us she was talking about but I never elaborated
it with her.

used

After my younger sister arrived, the
to give her bits of toast and would let us take her out
in her pram. We were so hungry that we would steal wee
bits of toast from her.

Sometimes we would go up to the local shops and one
of the shopkeepers used to give us some drinks for
nothing. It must have been obvious to him and others
that we were starving. We were all very thin and

clearly undernourished.
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I don't really remember having a bath but nor do
I recall not having a bath. It's just something that
hasn't stuck in my memory.

Other than a really bright dress that I had, I don't
recall how we were dressed or who gave us our clothes.

The thing I recall about that dress was having some

LXN-LXO

chewing gum in my mouth and being scared the

would see it so I put it in the pocket of my dress.
However, then I was terrified that it would stick to the
dress and I was frightened I would be punished.

I don't recall what school we went to, though I do
remember that the Protestant and Catholic school were
beside each other. We went to the Catholic school and
had to pass the Protestant school and I remember it was
like having to run the gauntlet every day. Another
thing I remember about school was that we used to
constantly steal the school milk. I have no memory of
who my teacher was or anybody asking us how we were.

I remember that on one occasion we went somewhere,
maybe a funfair, in Bonnyrigg where there were horses

because one of the daughters loved to ride them.

Mrs B put me up on one of the horses and I was
terrified. It was like sitting on a skyscraper. I was
screaming but she wouldn't let me off. One of the

daughters led me round on the horse with me screaming
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all the time. It was awful. That's a memory that is
still clear to me to this day.

I have no recollection of how our birthdays or
Christmas were celebrated or if they even were. If they
were celebrated, they must have been pretty non-eventful
for me not to remember them.

My mum visited us on one occasion. The reason
I remember it so well was that not only were we
constantly starving but we were all incredibly thirsty.
My mum managed to get us onto the stainless steel sink
and allowed us to drink as much as we could. That water
tasted like nectar to us.

I have no recollection of social workers ever
visiting us except on our last day. It's possible that
social workers did come to the house and maybe we Jjust
didn't get to see them.

I have no recollection of going to either a doctor

or a dentist other than being taken to the doctor on the

LXN-LXO

day the social workers took us from the
I have no recollection of ever running away from the

LA but, given how young I was, I think it's

unlikely that I would have. Then again, I wouldn't have
had anywhere to run to. We did go out and wander about
guite a lot, but I wouldn't count that as running away

as we always returned.
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I don't recall being a bed-wetter, though my sisters

say that some of them wet the bed.

LXN-LXO

Living with the was awful. We were always

hungry and cold, especially when they put us outside
when they were eating. They also smacked us on
a regular basis, the daughters as well. When we took
turns to sleep with the sisters, they would punch and
kick us if we moved while in bed.

The fact that the sisters used to assault me when
I was in their bed has stayed with me to this day and,
if I am in close proximity to somebody, I can't help but

fidget.

The LXN-LXO

used to tie my brother's hand to the
cot when he was sleeping in it and if I shared the
single bed with my sister they would put pillows down
the middle of the bed and tell us not to teach each
other.

There was one occasion when my older sister was

about seven. She used to have to look after the rest of

LXN-LXO

us when the went out. We were always hungry

and thirsty and I remember my older sister trying to

make us toast one time but she burnt it. When it burnt,

the toast went on fire, but my sister couldn't reach it.
We somehow got the toast out of the toaster and put

the flames out. I think my older brother lifted my
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sister to get it out. However, the toast was like black

ash but we were so hungry that we put margarine on it

and ate it. When the came back, we had ash
all over our mouths and teeth and Mrs | started
shouting at us calling us dirty.

I was terrified and ran into the bedroom and was so
scared I wet myself. Mrs came in and smacked
me on the legs, which because my legs were wet from
having wet myself, was agony.

If we were in the living room, we were put behind
the couch. If we moved or made even the slightest
noise, either Mr or Mrs or one of the daughters
would slap us.

On one occasion I was outside while the NS

ate and it was freezing. I fell and cut my thigh and
was screaming. Mr and Mrsput me in a shed
that the dog used and I was terrified because I had been
bitten by a dog only a few weeks previous.

The dog didn't bite me and I was so tired that
I actually fell asleep leaning on the dog. I don't
recall if the locked the door of the hut or
not. Despite the fact I had a nasty cut on my thigh,
I received no medical treatment.

My whole memory of that house was being in fear and

having to stay out of the way of all the LXN-LXO We
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learned to stay still, to stay out of the way, that way
we avoided getting any slaps.

Mr and Mrs slapped us regularly, but the
daughters often punched and kicked us and shouted at us.
I think a lot of the daughters' aggression came from
having to share their bed with us.

I personally didn't report the abuse from the

LXN-LXO to anybody as I was too young, but the fact

that the social workers took us away at short notice and
given the condition we were in would suggest that
somebody had reported it.

One day social workers picked us all up and took us
to a doctor, we had lice, scabies and were malnourished,
underweight and dehydrated. I don't actually recall
this, but I have been told it by my mum and older
sister. When the social workers picked us up, they told
us not to tell the that we wouldn't be going
back to them.

I'm sure we left not long after our mum had visited
us, so I suppose it's possible that we left because of
complaints that she had made. My recollection of
leaving thewas that we were sneaked out of
the house. After we went to the doctor, I don't know if
we went back to our mum's or went straight to

Quarriers."
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From paragraphs 42 to 119, 'Jane' describes her

experiences at Quarriers, where she suffered physical,

sexual and emotional abuse. 'Jane's' housemother there
was who was subsequently convicted of
abuse. 'Jane' later gave evidence at that trial.

From paragraphs 120 to 125, 'Jane' speaks of her
life after care. She was discharged to the care of her
mother with her older brother and sister. As her
younger sisters were still in care, although 'Jane'
hesitates to use that word as she says it certainly
wasn't care, social workers continued to be involved
with her mum. 'Jane' says that they lived in one room
in a homeless unit before moving to Pilton in Edinburgh,
where they were joined by 'Jane's' younger sisters.

'Jane' says that she didn't know what a good life
was, but was determined that she would have one. She
lied about her age and got two jobs while still at
secondary school, as she was determined to have money.

After leaving school, she worked as much as she
could. Her first full-time job was in the Civil Service
and she moved from there to the banking sector, where
she currently works. She married and had two daughters.

Moving to paragraph 127 on page 23:

"The impact of my time in the 'care system' has been

immense. It has been largely negative and has driven
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true."
And 'Jane' signed her statement on 4 November 2019.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms Rattray.

So, now?

MS RATTRAY: Now, my Lady, we have an oral witness and
Ms Innes will take this witness.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

We'll move on to the oral evidence then.
Ms Innes.

MS INNES: My Lady, the next witness is Angela Harkins. She
has waived anonymity. When Angela was taken into care
initially she was in the care of Edinburgh Corporation,
which then became Lothian Regional Council.

Her first foster care placement was between
31 October 1975 and 11 January 1977 with a carer in
Edinburgh.

She had a later placement in foster care in
Edinburgh from 23 December 1982 until 16 October 1984,
so City of Edinburgh Council are the relevant successor.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

LXN-LXO

While she's being brought in, the

Bonnyrigg of course are protected by my general
restriction order and their identity is not to be
revealed outside this room.

The witness will be ready in a moment. Thank you.
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Q.

A.

Then the next thing that you tell us about at

paragraph 4 is that you can remember being frightened in
the house and then you say you were in a nice dress and
you thought you were going on a holiday, but the holiday
was in fact to St Helen's Nursery and you were being
taken into care?

Yes, that's correct.

Did_ you go to St Helen's Nursery?

Okay. I'm going to move over the time that you were at
St Helen's, and if we can move, please, to page 5 and
paragraph 22, you tell us that you left St Helen's
Nursery you think when you were about six?

Yes. It was round about that age.

You went to live with a person called e ?
Yes, that's correct.

She lived in Edinburgh, I think?

Yes, she lived at _

You tell us at paragraph 22 that you have some memories

of going there for a visit before you went to stay, and
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you have a memory of the dog and being frightened of the
dog?

Yes, that's correct.

Did you know that you were visiting this lady with

a plan to staying with her or did you have any concept
of what was going on?

I don't think at the time I did, no. No -- I just
remember being in that house with the dog and being
absolutely terrified of it and running round and round
the room with the dog there.

Then if we go over the page, please, to page 6 and
paragraph 23, you then tell us that you went to live
there permanently -- well, for a longer period of time?
Yeah.

You describe and you say she seemed like
an old lady to you?

Yeah.

Did you have any concept of how old she was?

Not at the time, apart from she had grey hair. But when
I look back, yeah, she was probably late 50s, maybe

a bit older.

Was she living on her own at that point or not?

This is what I get confused about because she had a son
-that lived there as well, but I can't really

remember seeing him living there, but he was there.
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A.

Okay. And the son -, was he grown up, was he

an adult?

Yeah, he was an adult.

You say that you were asked to call her Auntie EQG ’

I think that's what you were told to call her?

Yes.

You say at the end of paragraph 23 that you didn't
understand what auntie meant at that point?

I don't think I did, because I was in care from the age
of three, so I didn't really obviously then know what
an auntie was. I didn't know my family. I only knew my
mother and father.

Yes.

In the house, what were the sleeping arrangements? Did

you have to share a room with anyone?

L —
]

And then would have had a room as well?

lived down the stairs in the front room.

When you say the front room, was that a bedroom?

It was a bedroom. |[SCSEEM's bed was in it so it was

a bedroom, but there was also a living room as well at
the back of the house.

Her son - did he have a room in the house or can
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you —-
This is what I don't know. I cannot remember this.

I've been trying to put this sort of together. -
was there but I don't know if he lived there or was just

there. I can't really remember that part. But there

OCkay. We'll come back to what you say at paragraph 25,
about the impact of your experience in foster care.
We'll come back to that.

At paragraph 26, you say that you can remember
foster care being different to St Helen's.
Yeah.
Can you describe how it was different, how it felt

different at the time?

_lived in St Helen's for quite a long time. It

was a great big old house where there were dormitories
-we- lived in, so you were with --—— other
children all the time, great big rooms to run about and
scream and shout, a great big massive garden to run
around and shout and bawl and be a child.

Going into foster care with was absolutely
claustrophobic for me, being in that house and always

being told to be gquiet and not being aware of -- you

know, that you're shouting and bawling, _
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Okay. You say in this paragraph that you said to ESSl}
that you wanted to go back to St Helen's.

Yes, I remember that well. I always wanted to go back
to 5t Helen's.

What was her reaction to you saying that?

Quite aggressive. was gquite an aggressive woman.
Aggressive in what way?

Her response to me or, you know, asking questions, a lot
of the time I was always told to shut up, be quiet, be
quiet. I mean I remember her voice so well always
telling me to be quiet or shut up. Go away was another
one.

If we move on over the page, you tell us about some of
the other things about living in this house. You talk
at paragraph 27 about the dog that you'd been frightened
by the dog, but then you say ultimately he became your
best friend?

Yeah, he did.

In the house, okay. You say your mum later told you
that you'd been attacked by a dog when you were a baby?
Yes.

So that might explain your fear of the dog initially?
Yeah. I mean can I just emphasise, I was literally

terrified of the dog and being in a room with a dog
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would have me -- you know, I remember just being --
screaming, crying, not wanting to be in the house, just
constantly being obsessed with the dog and how
frightened I was of the dog.

Can you remember if that carried on for a while after

you went to live with

Yes, it did. It took a long time before I really became
friends with Rory.

Did anyone help you to --

No.

—-- manage your fear?

No.

At paragraph 28 you talk about bed-wetting and did you
wet the bed when you lived at ‘s, can you remember?
Yes, I did.

What was her reaction?

Anger. Upset that I was wetting the bed. Lazy, I was
lazy. She always told me I was lazy.

You tell us here that sometimes she would pull you about
while she was hitting you as a result of this?

Yeah.

You also say that sometimes she took the sheets off the
bed, put them in your face and flung the wet sheets over
you?

Yeah.
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Who washed the sheets?

I presume it must have been .

Qkay. And you can remember having a rubber bed or

a rubber cover over the bed?

Yeah, it was a brown -- I remember it, a brown rubber --
I don't know if it was the whole mattress, I think it
was, but this brown rubber sheet. I don't know if it
was -- as I say, the whole mattress. I can't remember
quite clearly on that, but I remember the colour brown
rubber to stop ruining mattresses.

You say that a lot of the time you were made to sleep on
the rubber bed with no sheets?

Yes.

You remember that, okay.

Then you go on to talk about the food in the house
in the next paragraph, paragraph 29, and you say you're
not sure whether you're mixed up between her house and
living with your mother, but you say you were always
hungry.

Yes.

What was the food ats like? Do you have any
memories of that?

Yes, I do. The food was always horrible. It was not

food that obviously I liked. I was forced to eat food

that I didn't like. _back from school it
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would be the same food from the night before but cold
or -- on the same plate and forced to eat it. She used

to get very, very angry and hit _gave the food

to Rory the dog, and Rory was always taken out the

kitchen when . were_there for hours with
the food in front |G

You're saying that you either had to sit there until it
was finished, but if it wasn't finished would you get
the same food again the next day?

Yeah.

You say at paragraph 31 that you went to the local
primary school. How did you find school?

When I remember back, I loved Roseburn Primary School.
That was the primary school I went to as a nursery and
first, second and -- primary 1, 2 and 3, and I loved
school. When I went to Drylaw school, I was bullied.

I was called smelly, obviously because I didn't always
have baths in the morning after wetting the bed.

I think I must have smelt. School was awful in Drylaw.
Okay. What was the routine at 's about washing and
bathing? How often did you get a bath?

Well, I used to have to have a bath every day. -

_didn‘t wet the bed, it was only me,

and I was the problem because of obviously my

bed-wetting, but I remember being in the bath a lot and
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How did it make you feel at the time, can you remember?
I don't == I just -- I don't know. I just knew that
this was a bad word, you know, and if I'd done anything
wrong I was manic.
At paragraph 33 you say that you don't remember seeing
any social workers when you were at s?
No, I don't. I don't remember ever seeing social
workers, no. I remember seeing a social worker that had
-black bags _leaving, a man, but
never —-- no.

The only person I ever remember seeing in s
house is my nana.
In terms of other adults that you knew coming into the
house, that was the only person that you could remember,
your nana®?

EQC M

The only person I can ever remember being in
house. And I remember where she was sitting, because it
was such a big thing.

You talk about contact with your family in the next
section of your statement. You say that you can
remember that you wrote letters to your nana and got
letters from her?

Yes, that's correct.

Then you started having weekends with your mum?

Yes.
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How did that work out?

That was awful.

How was it awful?

That's when all different trouble started coming to my

life as well, with hating my mother, calling my

my mother's either, because there was a lot much
violence in my mother's life and watching -- and that
brought on different worry for me, worrying about my
mother when I was back at 's. I never wanted to
leave my mother's to go back to '5 and then by the
time the weekend come, I'd probably adjusted to 's
and then I never want to go back to mum's, because

I I rcver get any food at mum's or -- the
violence.

You describe in your evidence that on the one hand you
were worried about your mum and you wanted to reassure
yourself that she was okay and therefore see her?
(Witness nods)

But then, on the other hand, you didn't want to see her
because of what you were exposed to --

Yes.

-— when you were with her. I think also the transitions

between the two were difficult because, from what you're
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saying, would be angry with you and she was saying
negative things about your mother?

Yes, that's correct.

Did these weekends carry on for the whole time that you
were at s, can you remember?

I think they did, I think they did carry on.

Can you remember seeing your father when you lived at
EQC s?
No. I never saw my father at 5 that I can
remember of. That didn't start until [jjjjjjj pack into
the children's home, then he started -- oh I'm not sure
if it was at 's or Haddington that he started

Okay.

I'm a bit confused about all that. _

if that was [ s -—— but I don't think it was ‘s,

I think it was maybe Haddington that he started coming
into my life again.

Okay. Over the page at page 9, paragraph 37, you start
telling us about some of the abuse that you experienced
when you were living with and you've already
described that she was aggressive and you say here you

were always frightened of her.

I was terrified of
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Do you know why that was?

Because she didn't like me.

How did you know that she didn't like you?

EQC had other foster children and she

always said they were really well-behaved and they were

very good children.

Did she have other foster children when you were there
or are these foster children that she'd had before you

came?

These were foster children before-

Okay. You talk in this paragraph about her hitting you.
Yes.
Did she hit you with her hands or with implements, can

you remember?

Pulling my hair was the main one. She'd always grab you
by the hair, She'd hit you across the head.

Legs. Anywhere. Kick you.

You say she always grabbed you by the hair when she
started. Would that be to drag you into another room or
not?

I remember she dragged me up the stairs once with the

hair and slapping me the whole time. I can't remember
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what that was for, it could be for anything.

You say that the beatings were a part of day-to-day
living.

Yeah.

You say you always wanted to please her?

EQC

Yes. I always tried to please

Can you explain the sorts --

I always wanted her to like me. _
—

Can you explain the ways in which you tried to please
her, can you remember?

I can't really remember now.

Okay.

I don't know if I probably could have done anything, but

I -- I just remember this feeling of always wanting her

Ckay.

-I always used to put it down tc my bed-wetting.

She hated my bed-wetting.

Very aggressively.
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Yeah, probably a bit worse.

What sort of things did you see happening-
.

Being hit, being kicked, being locked in the room, being
force fed.

You tell us at paragraph 40 that there was a time when
_set fire to the room.

Yeah.

What did -? Can you tell us a bit about that?

_. It's just there was a fire in the room ||}

You say:

"I thought _going to die, not because of the
fire but because of ."
Yeah.

Can you explain that, please?
Wel e EQC
Well, _was beaten up really badly by -

because of that, screaming and shouting, -

screaming, me being terrified that something really bad

was happening -in the room, and just ...

a beating, a really severe beating -
You say that you can rememberputting food in-
-s mouth and.was choking?
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Yes.

Can you --

I remember being beaten for that as well, for screaming
Okay. Did this happen at a meal time?

Yeah.

If we go back up to paragraph 38, you talk about being
beaten up badly and you weren't allowed to go and see
your mum that weekend.

Yeah.

Can you remember what happened on that occasion?

I can't remember what I did for that. I think it was
when I was sent to the dentist. [Jij sverosed meet

EQC in Pilton - didn't turn up, _ I,

too scared to go into Pilton, and when

you live in -, that sort of makes sense. It was

an area that you just didn't go into. And_

-refusing to meet her and going back to the house
and her coming back to the house _
And I remember being beaten -- I think it was definitely
the dentist that beating was, to do with the dentist and
not going to the dentist.

You say that you were beaten so that your face and ear
were bleeding?

Yeah.
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Did you get to see a doctor or anything?

I can't remember if I saw a doctor or not, but I do
remember not being able to go and see my mum. That's
for sure. Because I used to shout at that my mum

was going to batter her, because this is what my mum

ased to vl
EQC , so I used to repeat that to

EQC

Did you tell your mum what was going on at 's?
Yes.

Was that your mum's reaction?

Yes. My mum wasn't allowed to _
SO s at all. She wasn't allowed in the house or

anywhere near the house. Obviously now it must have

been because of her threats to . _
I CCH E—

because I used to repeat everything, tell her everything
my mum said to try and frighten her, I probably thought.
At the bottom of this page at paragraph 42, you talk
about another person arriving called [S&M

Yes.

I think he's somebody who was s partner and
ultimately married ; is that right?

Yes, that's what happened. He -- I can't remember -- he

wasn't there when- first went there. He was not there

87



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

at all for quite a long time.

What did he look like?

How old was he, do you know?

He was really old because he had white hair, and he used

to wear sunglasses where you couldn't see his eyes.

So like sort of sunglasses or tinted lenses or

something?

Yes.

You say all of a sudden he was in the house all the

time?

Yes.

So is it your memory that he wasn't around and then

suddenly he was?

Yes.

You say that he was somebody who lived nearby?

Yes, round the corner.

And you say that you hated him.

why that was?

Are you able to tell us

At the beginning or what it became?

At the beginning.

Yeah, because he -- I didn't like him, I didn't like
I didn't like him. I can't remember why I didn't
like him. He -- I just didn't like him. I didn't like

his glasses.

Was he somebody that you felt frightened of at the

beginning or not?
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Yes. Straight away I was frightened of him.

You say there that you didn't know what was going to
happen when you got in from school?

No, not when he was there, no.

Why was that?

He was so strict.

What sort of things would he do? How was he strict?

I can't really clarify on that. He was just very
strict. You always had to be guiet. You always had to
be quiet. So you didn't speak to him. He was just
there.

Then you tell us about a day that he was in the house
and wasn't, and he told you to change out of your
school uniform.

Yes. - used to finish school, _just go
home and play out on the street right outside the house.

- -- how the house was situated was right next to

an alleyway that led over to_ a park, so-
_freedom, as soon _home from
school, [

and up the alleyway and in the park.
And this day, I remember it as clear as day because
it was so confusing, he told me to come in and take my

clothes off, my school uniform off, because I wasn't
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allowed to play in my school uniform, _

You say that he stood and watched you getting changed?
Yes. Well, my room was up the stairs, so I went up the
stairs to take my school uniform off and he came right
into my room behind me and I think that must have been
the first time he ever came into my room, so that's why
I think I remember it so clearly and feeling quite
frightened of it -- well, I was frightened of him, but
feeling his big presence there must have -- this is why
I think I remember it so clearly.
I
I

Then at paragraph 43, you say that had a dog as
well?

Yes, had a dog called Sandy, who I was terrified

of. The only dog I wasn't scared of was Rory, and then

I became absolutely -- this dog arrived with one
day and I was terrified of it. It was a lot bigger than
Rory. It was very hairy, like as in long hair, and

yeah, I was terrified of Sandy. It started happening
all over again.
Then you tell us that was going to help you and

started taking you to his house so that you would not be
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A.

scared of Sandy?

Yes.

Who told you that that was going to happen?

I don't remember who told me that was going to happen.

It must have been or but that was what

happened. He took me round to his house in -
_, which was a ground floor flat and very
dark inside, and he -- he -- that was the second time
I met Sandy, the dog, in that house.

You tell us thatsexually abused you in the house?
Yes, he did.

Do you feel able to tell us what happened?

Yes.

Okay.

I'll try my best.

Please go on.

(Pause)

LADY SMITH: Do you want to just tell us in your own words

A.

what you feel able to tell us, Angie?

Yes, yes.

LADY SMITH: Okay. Start at the beginning and see how you

get on.

Well, I went round tos house withw from-
I - N o ke friends

EQD

with Sandy, because was going to come and live in
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the house with us when he got married to and

I didn't want all this to happen because of Sandy the
dog and I was going round -- he was taking me to the
house, he told me, so I could make friends with Sandy
the same way I made friends with Rory.

I went into his house and I remember it being very
dark. I don't know if the -- I can't remember if the
curtains were shut or if it was just a dark house, but
it was dark. And then that's when he told me to take my
clothes off again. And that's when it happened. And it
happened quite a lot.

LADY SMITH: Can you tell me anything else about what it was
that happened? Are you able to do that or not?

A. Yeah. He touched me and it was very painful. I didn't
know what was going on. (Pause)

LADY SMITH: Had you taken your clothes off?

A. Yes. I was lying on a sofa with my clothes off. 1In the
dark. Where he sexually assaulted me, yeah, and it was
very painful.

LADY SMITH: Were you still at primary school at that stage?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: At Drylaw?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So you hadn't reached 11 years old, you were

younger than that then?
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A.

I was seven.

LADY SMITH: Still very young.

A.

Yeah.

MS INNES: You say this happened more than once, Angie?

A,

Yeah.

Did he tell you not to tell anyone about it?

Yeah.

What did he say?

After the first time it happened, he told me to get
dressed and sit there and I sat there, then he took me

back round to |[SE s, and on the way round he told me

And I remember not even knowing what that word meant,
but I knew I was really frightened.

Okay. This started, I think, before |2 and Sl qot
married?

Yes.

You tell us that they then got married?

Yes.

You say that you_weren't at
the wedding?

No.

How did you feel about him coming to live in the house?

Was he going to come and live in the house full time
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A.

Q.

then?

I was terrified of him. I was terrified for myself -

Ckay. You say at paragraph 47 that he was also angry,
aggressive and violent --

Yes.

-—- towards you _? Did that start
happening after he and had got married or was that
happening before, can you remember?

He was very controlling before they got married, but
then when he moved into the house he became very --

I can't —- like he was silent, but he was aggressive.
You knew not to do anything wrong, not to say anything
wrong. He didn't always have to say aggressive things
to you to know to be frightened.

You say that there was no warning, it was always sudden
and frightening.

Yeah.

That's your memory of it.

You say that you would have temper tantrums and you
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Yes.

What sort of things would you do?

ry and -- try _ Try and grab -,
I

-. I don't know what I would think, why I'd start
behaving like that, but I just always remember feeling
that he was going to kill | IIGcINzIEINININININNNN
Okay.

It was all very confusing and very, very difficult when
he was there. For me.

After he moved into the house, did the sexual abuse
continue?

Yes.

Did see what was going on in terms of [SeEEl s
benaviou: N

Yes, I think so. I think she'd have to be blind not to.
Do you think she was aware of the sexual abuse?

Yes, she was.

Why do you say that?

Because I told her.

Ckay.

Because I had blood on my underwear and she asked me

what that was and I said that's because of BN what he
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done. And she asked me and I told her. At his house.
And I also told my -- my nana as well.

What was s reaction to you telling her this?
Really angry. At me.

Did she do anything about it in terms of reporting to
anybody or anything like that?

I don't know. I don't know.

Was that before she and [SSEMMl got married, I think you

said that was when it had happened at his house?

Yes. That was -- no, it was still happening in-

-. He was still doing it to me in _ as

well.

Even after they got married --

Yes.

—-- he still had the other flat?

Yes.

You say that you also told your nana about the sexual
abuse?

Yes. About the blood, yeah.

What did your nana say, can you remember?

I can't remember this. This is -- I can't remember what
happened.
You say at paragraph 49 that after you told you

said you were slapped for it and the sexual abuse did

not stop.
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That's correct, yeah.
Then you remember telling your nana and you can't

remember how she reacted and you don't know what they

did, but then you_ got moved out?
That's correct, yeah. _moved pretty

quickly after that to Haddington.

I think you say at the next paragraph that you don't
know whether there was any connection between what you'd
said and the move.

No, I don't. I don't know and I can't remember if there
was or if there wasn't, and I think -- I think I would
have been aware, as an adult looking back, if that was
the case. I really don't know.

Were you given any explanation for why you were leaving

EQC P

No. . -- a social worker turned up and -black
bags were there _moved to Haddington. And

I remember the car journey and feeling frightened and

-. But -didn't get told, no.

When you say that all your black bags were there, what

was in the black bags?

- clothes.

Okay. Those were all put into the car with the social

worker and you were taken to Haddington?
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come back in five minutes or whatever, we can do that.

MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.

(12.47 pm)

(A short break)

(1.45 pm)

LADY SMITH: Welcome back, Angie

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Are you ready for us to carry on?

Yes, I am. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes, when you're ready.

MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.

Angie, I think that you're a bit concerned that
you've not been able to convey the atmosphere at
‘s and the full horror that you felt when
you were there.

Uh-huh.

Do you want to say a little bit about that and what your
concerns are about how you've put that across?

Yeah.

Before we went for lunch, I started getting a bit --
am I able to explain the absolute horror and the
atmosphere that was in that house? So asking me
guestions about how I was frightened of |[S®MM he didn't
have to do anything for me to be frightened or for him

to control that atmosphere of silence and fear. It was
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just him being there.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm.

A.

So I'm going back trying to explain a part of my -- what
happened from an adult point of wview, but part of that
child is trying to talk as well and I'm getting -- and

I just want yous to try and understand the fear that

I felt. I don't know if I'm conveying that properly to

yous.

LADY SMITH: I do get it entirely. You've put it very well.

A.

Let me assure you of this. This Inquiry has been
going for a long time and it has enabled me many times
to be helped to see things through the eyes of children
and to put myself into the shoes of the child that
a witness such as you is telling me about. I can see
that absolutely, and that's why I was checking with you
just how young you were.

(Witness nods)

LADY SMITH: I can remember when I was that age.

A.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And it is very young. Seven, eight, whatever

A.

it was. And of course there were adults whose very
presence could be frightening.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Then when you add to that a description of what

EQD

you've described to me, I get that. I can see
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You say that Anne, I think your social worker, got you
shared accommodation in a flat?

Yes, that's correct.

And that's where you moved to from there?

Yes.

You say that was the end of your time in care?

Yes.

You didn't see Anne again after that?

I did see Anne again quite a few times after leaving
care, because my shared accommodation was in Leith and
Anne lived in Leith and she'd often invite me to her
house for tea.

Okay. Did you have quite a good relationship with this
social worker then?

Yes, I did. I had a very good relationship with her.
Okay. But you couldn't remember her being around when
you were at the ‘?

No.

Did she come on the scene later?

No, Anne came much later. Anne came _in
Florabank Templedean. I suppose some people have very
good memories of having a special favourite teacher.
Mine is of a special favourite social worker, and that
was Anne.

That was Anne, okay. What made her a good social
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Q.

you were --
Yeah.
-- telling us about not having photographs of yourself,
so those things should be collated. There should be
photos and perhaps other things that should be kept.
Yeah. I remember when I was informed that I actually
could apply for my records in care and feeling really
excited that I was going to actually see a photograph of
what I looked like when I was a little girl and I was so
disappointed there wasn't anything like that in my
records. So hence why I was just so grateful for that
little photocopy of my Brownie badge.
Then you talk about children needing guidance and love
to develop as human beings and that you didn't have
that. You say:

"If carers can't give love then they shouldn't be

doing the job."

that's right. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes,

Secondary

I T was so grateful to Geraldine and Alan,
but when I look back now at what I felt at the time,
there was no love, there was no care. I was there and
I was grateful to be in a house BEiEINAUSITIYERICE:

but there was nothing there. Another
empty, cold, hard experience.

What you're saying there I think is that that shouldn't

120






10

11

12

13

14

15

le

1

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

LADY SMITH: Not at all.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: My general restriction order and names, of

course we've had's name and her partner
there was- and_ Her name is not protected

by my order because she's chosen to disclose who she is,
but all these other identities are.
Ms Innes.

MS INNES: My Lady, I understand that the next witness is
here. However, I've not had an opportunity to meet him
yet and therefore I'd be grateful for a break now until
he's ready to start.

LADY SMITH: Short break now? Very well, you can check if
he's ready. Thank you very much.

(2.18 pm)

(A short break)

(2.40 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

MS INNES: My Lady, the next witness is Peter Kelbie. Peter
has waived anonymity and I understand that the GRO has
been disapplied in respect of his sister, Alexina.

Peter's sister Alexina was born on - 1957
She was taken into care by Dundee Corporation. It's

understood that she was placed with foster parents in
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reassured that Alexina was going home to
B oo et

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Peter. I will come back to ask you more
generally about lessons that we should learn, but
I don't know whether you want to talk about your own
experiences in care?

A. Yes, I do, actually.

Q. ©Okay. In your statement, if we go on to page 6, you
tell us that you were fostered in 1965 and you were
fostered --

A. No.

Q. =-- by people called the ?

A. Sorry, Ruth.

Q. Sorry?

LADY SMITH: Did you say it wasn't 19657

A. No, it wasn't, ma'am. It was 1966.

MS INNES: 1966, okay.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So you were three?

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS INNES: Did you stay there until about 1978; is that
right?

A. 1977, Ruth.

Q. Okay. You stayed with a couple called the ; is
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that right?

Yes, it was a place near Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire.
Who else lived in the house with the '?

Right, there was a massive family there. Foster family.
Let me have a look on my witness statement report.

Okay --

There were a number of people. There was I think

If we go down to paragraph 24, I know it's blanked out

on the screen, but it is at paragraph 24. You say there
was a girl, [N
I was introduced to Mrs |iis like a bag of meat,

and then I was handed over to a young girl called
[E—

Was she fostered by the --

Oh, I really haven't got a clue. I think maybe she was,
I don't know.

Then there was a man there called --

Mr FEN . The foster father.

That was the foster father?

I was then introduced to Mr i
when I arrived at the-cottage.

Okay. So there were the themselves, there was

this girl called- You tell us that there was

a man called who lived there?
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Yes, but that was not his real name. [gi ;
ves, he was a former social worker.

You say he was in his 20s, but had he lived with the
for a while? Had he been fostered by them as
well?

Yes, I would think so, yeah.

So the weren't his real parents?

No. Not that I'm aware.

Then you say there was another person called

Was he there the whole time that you lived there?

No.

Okay.

He was -- well, I can't -- he was there at the time, but
I understand from a family member he was sent somewhere
else.

Okay. Then you say there was a
Yes, I think I've mentioned his name.

Who was in his 30s?

He definitely would have been at that point.

You think he was a lodger?

He was a lodger, yeah.

He worked on a pig farm --

He worked in a piggery, yeah.
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Are these all the people that lived in the house that
you can remember?
Yes.
Ckay.
And the foster mother, Mrs FFL.
Yes.

What were Mr and Mrs like? What kind of
people were they?
Well, what do you -- in general?
Were they kind? Were they nice? Were they not?
Evil. Evil.
Okay. Why do you say that they were evil?

(Pause)

Because my life was placed in danger many a time.

Okay.

I was assaulted. Raped. Beaten. I -- you've got to
remember about my birth. I was also premature. I was
very 111. I needed special medical care because

I couldn't breathe.

Did you have health problems when you were a child
because of that, Peter?

I was born prematurely.

Okay.

Taken into care because of neglect, but I was taken into

care soon after birth, so you can try working that one
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out. Born on_ 1963, placed in the sick

children's unit because I couldn't breathe, so I'm three
months premature, 3 pound in weight.
Ckay.
Everything's blank until 22 November 1963. I came back
to life only for an hour or so. I remember my medical
nurse. She was watching a television set at the time.
Even though I didn't know it was a TV set. I had got
out of the oxygen tent and climbed to the rails on the
medical crib. 22 November 1963. I only remember
an hour. And then I come back to life 1965. This is
where we get to 1965, correct, because I'm in a baby
unit then, and then everything goes dead. That's Arnha
Children's Home for sick children in Ellon,
Aberdeenshire.

Then I'm very much alive again in March 1966.

That's when you went to the FFL-FFN ?

The [EEE near Fraserburgh, which is just outside.

I think it's a city now. But this would have been in

the - area, maybe on -(?) area.

Was it on a farm?

It was a-cottage, but the foster father, he was
a merchant seaman.

Oh, right.

And when he was discharged from the Second World War,
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I think he went to work on the farm and I think he was

a farmer and he -- he -- he tried to help the cows
there.

Okay. You've mentioned the way in which you were
treated at the ', that you were abused
physically and sexually, and you tell us about that in
your statement. Is there anything that you feel able to
talk about in relation to the abuse that you suffered
more than you've just said or do you just want us to

look at your statement?

No, well, memory recall. I remember it quite well.
I remember being handed over to Mrs like a bag

of meat. I remember a young girl, 15/16 years old,
called - Mrs informed my foster father
that I was to go into the garden and meet my new daddy.
And I met -_, I remember, because he was about 15
or 16 as well, _ And Mr handed
me a hoe for weeding, but I'm down here, I'm only
a little baby, I'm not even three years old, I think.
Well, I'm yeah, three years old. And I thought, "No,
thank you, this is not my cup of tea".

And then there was 15 dogs that came galloping from
a kennel or something and I got trampled by 15 dogs and
I'd never seen a dog ever before in my complete life and

I remember two cocker spaniels who started to lick my
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face, but from that day on, I had a horrible fear of

dogs.

Okay.

And I remember my first night. I remember my first

night in Aberdeenshire. At the foster home.

Okay.

And I was basically told that I had to sleep in

a bedroom. It was cold. There was no central heating.

There was no hot water. I didn't have a toothbrush.

I remember Mrs , she was trying to bathe me and

I didn't want her to touch my willy -- sorry, my penis.

And she started kissing me and she said -- I remember,

"I love you", or something, and, "You are mine now", and

I tell -- I tried to push her away and I remembered it

because she was so old that she is not my mum so

I remember pushing her away from my belly and the lower

part of my body, and she had no right to bathe me. It's

not because I didn't want to have -- be bathed. The

only person that was legally intended to bathe me was my

mum and no one else. My mum or my baby sisters or

something or my baby brothers or whatever, they should

have been the ones that were bathing me, not a stranger.
And she was old. She was in her 60s. And it was

obvious she wasn't my mum.

And when --
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And when she started interfering me with my penis and my
bum, that's when I knew, hey, this is going to be hell.
And I -- whether you have the ability to be

an intelligent baby.

I do not know. I just knew that there was
a distinctive smell of piggery, pigs, and I had to sleep
with this man who -- who stank of pigs. And I remember
something happening to my nose and it burst open wide
with lots of blood because my -- I have a scar on my
nose and my -- the blood went everywhere. And I'm three
years old, so I must have prevented him. And that night
I was raped by Mr and it went on
for 15 years and I remember every incident. I remember
it now.

So I have to speak caution to the wind and I have --
must not get too emotional about it, but I am a victim
of rape. But apart from that, it wasn't just that.
Ruth, I took a piece of paper from a coffee table or
something and it was a £5 note, right? And I drew on
that -— I drew on that £5 note and I had no idea what
a £5 note was. Anyway, next day, Mrs FFL and the
whole family, they'd gone ballistic and I got in from
school and I went into the bedroom and Mrs | , she
took this leather belt and she says, "If you don't tell

me what you've done with this £5 note, you dirty little

165



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

tinker" -- and it was worse than that -- "I'm going to
make sure that you get the biggest beating of your
life"™, and that £5 note, I only drew on it. I didn't
mean any harm. I had no idea that it was money.

I didn't think anything about it. And she said, "Wait
until your dad comes home, he is going to beat the
daylights out of you". BAnyway, did he come home, did he
take the belt off from round his buckles? Yes,

of course he did. And he picked up the pillow case and
he took one loock at me and, "I can't do it", and he
started thrashing the hell out of the pillow on this
bed.

And Mrsknew that he wasn't thrashing me to
bits, he was thrashing the pillow. He said, "You'd
better be a good actor, you'd better start crying or I'm
going to hit you". Anyway, I was a good actor,

I remember it, it was in 1960, summer 1960, and I saw
him hit the hell out of this pillow and there was --
there was white feather everywhere, and after the dirty
deed was done on this pillow, anyway, Mrscomes
in. He walks ocut. BAnd she took one loock at me, she

took one look at me, she said, "You're a bad actor".

LADY SMITH: Peter, can I just say, you've referred to a lot

of detail there, thank you very much, that's very full

detail and I have got it all in your statement, which
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when I was fostered after 1966, we didn't meet, we
didn't make any contact again until we met in London at
Buckingham Palace when she had her OBE and we caught up
then and had lunch. I remember that. It was 2002 or
something. We talked about it and, yeah, it was
Margery.

Okay, but you can't remember having any contact with her
during the time that you lived at the ?

No, no. Not until I went to Mayfield Boys' Home in
Banff.

Yes. You've told us about that in your statement.

I just wanted to be sure about that, Peter.

Okay.

If it's okay, I would like to move on to just some final
thoughts about key things that we can take from your
experience. If we go on to page 19, you've highlighted
some issues already in your evidence. I think in this
part of your statement, Peter, if we go down to
paragraph 79, you talk there about wvictims of child
abuse being seen, and correct me if I'm wrong, are you
talking about health professionals properly recognising
injuries that children suffer and looking for the right
explanation as to why they have those injuries? 1Is that
the sort of thing that you're talking about?

Correct, and the need for medical treatment, because
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with my thanks.

A. Thank you, ma'am.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: In the course of his evidence, Peter mentioned
names which aren't covered by my restriction order, such
as his own, such as his sister Alexina's, but there were
other names, the and those in their foster
family and his own siblings other than Alexina, they are
covered by my restriction order and they can't be
identified outside this room.

I think that completes the evidence for this week,
Ms Innes. Is that right?

MS INNES: It does, my Lady. Next week we'll begin with
applicant evidence again on Tuesday and then for the
rest of the week there'll be evidence from other
witnesses.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

Until Tuesday at 10 o'clock, I wish you all a good
weekend and we'll see anybody who's coming back then.
Thank you.
(4.04 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on

Tuesday, 12 July 2022)
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