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was a Ryan and there was a Kennedy -- a Kelly, sorry.
And a , a Nugent.'.
So it was -- I don't know how I ended up getting

that name in my head somehow.

Q. Yes, it is perhaps my fault, 'Glen'. I should have
taken you to paragraph 44, where you name some of the
Brothers, and you do mention a Brother ,
Brother Sweeney, Farrell, and Ryan.

A. O0Oh, right, aye. Sweeney, Farrell and Ryan.

LADY SMITH: And you mentioned a Brother Kelly.

A. Kelly?

LADY SMITH: Did you say Kelly?

A. Oh, yes.

LADY SMITH: Not at paragraph 44, but a couple of minutes
ago, I think you said Kelly or Kenny, or Kennedy.

A. I think there was a Kelly, a Brother Kelly.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MR SHELDON: All right, thank you. And the memory of being

sexually assaulted and raped; is that a clear memory to

you?
A. Yes.
05 ALY Fight.
A. Absolutely.
Q. Thank you. I might come back to that just in a moment

or two. But you talk, at paragraph 55, about chores,
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science or mathematics. It was basic arithmetic sort of
thing. You know, your times table, that sort of thing,
nothing you would expect to be getting if you were in

a secondary school setting. I don't know. It was

who was the main teacher. I think he was
. Did they have any formal qualifications?

I don't know. But it seemed to be you were getting the
same thing time after time and he would throw temper
tantrums and hit people, throw things at people. And
there was no -- I didn't learn anything there.

I wasn't -- it was more getting -- I don't know, maybe
it was a vehicle for him to ride ... I have no idea what
the purpose of it was. It didn't seem to go anywhere.
It didn't matter to me, anyway.

You tell us, in fact, that Brother was

a psychopath?

Ch, aye.

Can you explain what you mean by that, please?

He would hit for no reason and give a right hiding. We
ran away and were brought back, me and a friend, and we
were greeted by Brother and the police. When
they left, we got hit, punched, put into a place we
would call 'the dungeon', like in the cellar, situation,
and placed in there for -- at least overnight, anyway.

He just -- he would suddenly fly into a rage, almost
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hand out and I sprained my hand' or whatever. I don't
think we ever seen a doctor.

And again, as for the nurse, was she a nurse? Did
she have any qualifications? You know, cuts and
bruises, that sort of thing. I have no idea. But they
were always there at your heels with the doctor. You
had no opportunity to tell anybody anything. If you
did, then you would leave yourself open to be -- you
know, to retribution.

And just to be clear, 'Glen', at least in some cases
these were cuts and bruises caused by assaults?

BHD was your main man for cuts and bruises.

I don't recall anybody else being violent the way he
was. I did mention this to Police Scotland and they
said: unfortunately, he has passed away, but we have had
that said before by other people who had been at

St Ninian's. He was a nasty piece of work.

In the next sentence, paragraph 62, you say:

'"The anal bleeding I had as a result of being raped
by Brother Ryan I had toc look after myself.'

Perhaps an obvious qguestion, 'Glen', but I take it
you didn't feel able to go and see the nurse about that
particular injury?

No, it is not something that I would be happy about.

Even in later life, I can't stand anybody being around
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running away --
Mm-hm.
-- and you are talking there about after the rape by
Brother Ryan. You said you decided to run away with
another boy and he told you about his own experiences,
I think; is that right? Had he told you that he had
also had an experience --
Yes.
-- like yours? What did he say to you?

We were just, like, chatting, and I was: why are you
running away?

'Oh, well, I had an incident.'

'Oh, yes, same with me.'

And comparing notes. Literally, you know: 'did you
get ...?"'

'Oh, yes, I have had that as well.'

I think he was also knocked about by
Brother . I don't think, to be honest, I don't
think anybody escaped unscathed in some way, shape or
form. Either sexually, or physically beaten, or what
have you.

So, yeah, we compared notes when we were off -- we
were in the cells together. One of the new towns, we
were caught in one of the new towns at the time that

they were building, in Fife; is that where St Ninian's
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A.

parents that you would go to a boarding school?
Yes.
And I think you tell us, 'Tommy', at paragraph 11 of
your statement, that you were withdrawing into yourself
and feeling really angry inside about what was happening
in your family?
Mm-hm, yes.
Now, you talk about the boarding school, 'Tommy', that
you went to, from paragraph 12 up to about 51. I think
you tell us that the timeframe for that was around
_, during the first year of high
school?
Yes.
So would you have been about 12 years old at that time?
Yes, 11 and a half/12.
And did you stay at that high school -- boarding school,
sorry, in Kinross, until the end of fourth year?
Yes.
So you would have been coming up to 16 or --
Yes.
Until you were 16.

Now, I am not going to go through with you

everything you tell us about the boarding school today,

'"Tommy ' . Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Initially. And then you were going home to stay with
your mum initially; is that right? At the weekends and
holidays?

Occasionally, yes.

But then sometimes you would go and stay with your dad?

Yes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

©

Then it was decided that you would reside at Bellfield

Assessment Centre during the holiday periods?
Yes. We just -- my mother and I weren't getting on at
alls

Okay. And I think you tell us a little bit more about

9
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Q.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

At that time, anyway, that was causing some difficulty
about you going to stay with your dad during the
holidays --

Yes.

-- and at weekends?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Then something happened during the summer

holidays, I think, at one point, and that's when the
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same thing; you would sit in front of the TV.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Qs

©

So whilst you were at Bellfield for holidays and

weekends, outwith the school term,

it is a stark

difference, really, to what you were able to do?

Yes, mm-hm.

How did you feel about that?

I think I got to the point where I didn't really feel

anything at all. I just resigned myself to the fact

that I was going to Bellfield

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Now, I think you say that you did go home still at

Christmas, but really all the other holiday periods were

spent at Bellfield?
Mm-him.

And that continued until,

I think,

near the end of your
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there twice, roughly four years apart. He also states,
when he broke probation, the police gave him 'a doing',
as he describes it. He says at paragraph 6:

'"They knocked the hell out of me to stop me doing it
again and took me to court.'

'Jack' says that he thinks that they broke into the
shop to get sweets and they were taken to the Juvenile
Court in Dumbarton Sheriff Court, and he says that in
those days you got two years probation, but then sent to
a Remand Home i1f you broke it or re-offended, and then
got sent to an Approved School.

'Jack' says there was no social worker in court and
everything they received was an automatic sentence from
a Justice of the Peace. He says that he and his brother
were about six months in to the probation when they
broke it and they were sent back to the same court.

They were both then sent to Bellfield Remand Home in
Dumbarton. The police took them straight there from
court.

He then tells us about Bellfield from paragraph 9.
He says:

'Bellfield was a red sandstone building. It was
an old Victorian house that had been turned into

a Remand Home. Mr Johnstone was in charge, like

a headmaster,_, who we had to
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call "mum", was the matron and was like a nurse who
dealt with you if anything happened. You rarely saw
- except when you were sitting in the room
where we ate our meals and when you went to bed.

'I think there were five other adult members of
staff. Mrs was also the cook and sometimes
taught in the classrooms. The other staff members just
sat around making sure you didn't disappear.

Mr e was a member of staff and I recall him just
sitting about playing his ukulele.

'"There was somewhere between 10 and 15 boys in the
home and sometimes as many as 20. The numbers changed
every day and some were only there for a night, waiting
to go to court the next day. There was only one dorm
with about 20 single beds in it. Each of us had
a locker. I was 11 and ... [his brother] was 10 when we
first went there. I think the oldest boy would have
been 15.°

He then goes on to talk about the routine from
paragraph 12:

'We would get up in the morning and get washed and
dressed before getting our breakfast from Mrs .
After that we would clean the place, polishing the

floors, though twice a week we had classes from

Mrs . Otherwise we would just be sitting in
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class or cleaning the place, was sit around in the big
room and, on the odd occasion, we worked out in the
garden. There were books always lying around if you
wanted to read.

'We didn't go on any trips during either of the
times that I was in Bellfield.

'"The only schooling we did was a couple of days

a week, when Mrs took us for class.

'No doctors or nurses were ever called to Bellfield.
Mrs was the person who looked after us if we
got scrapes or cuts.

'We would polish all the floors, peel the potatoes,
and sometimes work out in the garden.

'I wasn't in Bellfield at Christmas and have no
recollection of anybody having their birthday
celebrated.

'I only had what I was wearing when I arrived,
nothing else. We didn't get any pocket money.

'If a boy wet the bed he was made to just lie in it
and the sheets wouldn't be changed until the end of the
week. The staff would know that a boy had wet the bed.
We all did, as you could smell it. I can't remember
exactly what the staff would say to such a boy, but they
would verbally abuse them and make a fool of them in

front of the other boys, making them feel so low. This
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didn't happen to me, as I didn't have a problem with bed
wetting.

'My mum wasn't fit enough to visit me and ... [his
brother] during our time in Bellfield and no social
workers ever came to see us. Some people did get
a visitor in the afterncon. I don't remember seeing any
official inspectors and there [it should say "were”] no
welfare officers who came to see us to review our
detention.

'If you did anything wrong you would get a punch
from a member of staff, but I don't think this was noted
down anywhere. In the big room that we would sit around
in, there was a belt in the middle of the table and the
staff would slap it off the table now and again to
frighten us. It was about six feet long and an inch
thick, much longer and thicker than your typical tawse.

'I never saw anybody actually get hit with the belt,
but Mrwould lash out and punch and kick you.
It was not unusual for him to punch you if you didn't do
something properly, like polish the floors. Such
punishments were done in front of the other boys.

'T didn't run away the first time I was in
Bellfield, but I did the second time, which was about
four years later. What happened was that we were in the

recreation room, which was next to the showers.
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Mr went into the showers and I locked him in.
Several of us then got out of the recreation room via
the window and ran off.

'We went to Balloch and sneaked on to a beoat, but
I then went back to my house, where the police caught me
and took me back to Bellfield, about three days later.
When I got back I was put in an underground room and got
bread and water for three days. There was no window,
but it did have a small grating that let in light and
fresh air. You used a chanty for the toilet while in
there.

'When I got out and sent back to my dorm I was
handcuffed to the bed each night for the rest of the
28 days I was there. The boy who had run away with me
had cut his head and had to go to hospital and I didn't
see him again. That was the first and only occasion
that I had seen the underground room. MNobody asked me
why we had run away.'

'Jack' then talks about abuse from Bellfield, at
paragraph 32:

'On one occasion during my second spell in
Bellfield, I was in the class with Mrs when
I pointed out to her that she had spelt something wrong.
She hit me with the board pointer, which broke one of my

fingers. I got no treatment for that and, to this day,
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the finger is still misshapen.

'On another occasion I was peeling the potatoes and
Mrtold me I was peeling off too much and gave
me a warning to get it right. I must have kept doing it
because he suddenly punched me in the mouth. Because he
was wearing a ring he gave me a nasty cut in my mouth,
which Mrs had to put three stitches into.

I still have a scar because of that assault.

'Getting punched, slapped on the back of the head or
kicked by the staff, especially by Mr , was
a daily occurrence and you got it any time you did
something the staff perceived as being wrong or if you
spoke without being spoken to.'

He then talks about leaving Bellfield, at
paragraph 35:

'The first time I was there I went back home after
being there for 14 days. Going back to school was hard,
as everybody knew I had been in a Remand Home. You
weren't given any help or guidance; you were just let
out. I went back to St Martin's Primary School and then
on to St Patrick's Secondary School before I ended up in
St Joseph's, Tranent.

'A few weeks after getting out of Bellfield, I broke
into another shop and was caught and sent back to

Dumbarton Sheriff Court. I was sentenced to one to
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I think the records, my Lady, bear out that sort of
estimate of the numbers:

'They would come and go guite a lot for remand and
then Approved School, so it was mainly short stay.
However, there were two or three boys who stayed for
eight or nine months. It may have been that they
couldn't find them a vacancy.'

Again, my Lady, the records bear out that around
that period there were boys staying for as long as
260 days in Bellfield.

'Sinclair' goes on:

'The headmaster was called Mr Johnstone, but we

never saw him. The other staff I can remember were

Mr who we called , Mr , Mr
who arrived later on. I also remember a member of staff
who was a lovely man: he was going to pay my bail money
for me on one occasion when my father wouldn't pay it.
The staff wore civilian clothes; we wore uniforms. We
wore shorts and shorts sleeves, a bit like a scout's
uniform.

'I was taken to Bellfield in a police van. There
were adult prisoners in the van as well. We were all
just handcuffed to one another. Bellfield was the first

drop off, because it was only up the road.
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'T will never forget the initial welcome into
Bellfield. They had a big, tall, wicker basket. It was
filled with a yellow-coloured liquid for delousing your
hair. They used to pour it all over your naked body.

It burnt your skin like nothing else. I can't remember
the name of it, but it was nippy.

'You knew when somebody was just in, because the
smell stuck to them for about four days. It was
a painful introduction to custody. I think it was
a short, sharp reminder they used to wake us up to where
we had landed.

'I was met by an officer or teacher called
KFQ I went in, got washed in the yellow
liquid and went up the stairs. I was usually in
dormitory one. I then went back down the stairs and
joined the throng.

'Dormitory One was a big dormitory. You stayed in
the same bed throughout your time there. We had
a bedside chair, where we could leave our clothes at
night time. Everything was provided and we didn't have
anything of our own. We weren't allowed to talk and we
had to face the wall. Still to this day, I have to be
lying on the edge of my bed, facing the wall. I can't
sleep on my back or on my belly. It was conditioning

from that time and it stuck with me.
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'The doors were kept locked at Bellfield. If we
needed the toilet during the night we had two choices:
we could annoy Mr or we could pee out of the
window. Most of the boys peed out of the back window.
Mr B slept on a chair outside dormitory one and
we didn't want to disturb him.

'Some boys did have problems with bed wetting. They
would be given clean sheets, but they were humiliated by
the staff and other boys. Some boys wouldn't tell the
staff if they had wet the bed. They would sleep in the
wet sheets rather than admit to it.

'We were always woken up by at 7.00 am,

a bell rang first and then he would batter on the door.
We had to be on the floor. If we weren't by the time

KFS banged on the door, we were in trouble. We had
to make our own beds and they were changed once a week.'

He says he couldn't complain about the food in
Bellfield; it was well cooked and well done. But he
says if you chose a large portion, you had to eat it
and, if you didn't, you got put in the Digger:

'"That was my only complaint about the food; if you
ordered a meal and you didn't eat it you got a wallop.'

On washing and bathing, 'Sinclair' says:

'"There was no privacy at all. There was one

communal shower area with eight or nine showers in it.
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If there were 12 or 13 boys in the shower area, it was
a rough and tough to get a shower head. The staff were
always looking on at shower time. It felt
uncomfortable. You were a boy starting to develop into
a young man and these old men were looking at you. It
was also uncomfortable having other boys looking at you.
We tried to laugh it off.

'We didn't attend school at Bellfield. When I went
back in 1970, they did have a school room set up at the
bottom of the gate. I was too old by then and I wasn't
going to go back to school. It was supposed to be
compulsory, but lots of boys didn't attend.

'Some boys were picked to use the buffer, which was
used to polish the floor, some other boys were selected
to work in the garden. Mrdidn't like me, so
I never got picked. If you didn't get picked for those
things, you sat in a big room on your bum. All the
windows were open, winter or summer. The day was only
broken up by meal times.

'"Occasionally, we would be taken for a game of
football. There was a very small area at the back of
the grounds, where we played football, but it wasn't
very often. Too many boys escaped over the wall.

I think that meant that the staff were reluctant to take

us outside. There was nowhere to go when we were in the
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deprived of everything in the Digger. I know a boy who
even had his clothes taken off him. He had a really
hard time in Bellfield. He had been on the run for

a couple of weeks and they put him in the Digger with no
clothes. It was freezing. He was there for three
days.'

And he names this boy.

Going on to talk about abuse, 'Sinclair' says:

'"We would sit round the wall in a big television
room. They took the chairs away during the day. We sat
on the floor and we weren't allowed to talk. We had to
look straight ahead. If we were caught talking we were
beaten. We used to call it the gangster talk, because
we would talk out of the side of our mouths. Our heads
would be facing forward, but we would communicate out of
the side of our mouths.

'There was a particular member of staff called
, I think his first name might have been
and I know he was a referee and linesman because I came
across him years after leaving Bellfield. We would be
sitting in old wooden chairs. We had to have our arms
folded, facing the television. Two officers would sit
at the door, they would pick someone out for no reason.
If it was .. we knew what was coming. He would

sit you between the two chairs. You would drift away or
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your mind moved to other things. If we moved our heads
in any way, shape or form he would come down on us with
a wooden or metal ruler. He would call you a "pest from
hell" or a "devil's disciple”. He had a twisted face
and he was a bad man. He had no compulsion about
hitting weans and no compulsion about violently abusing

weans. He should have been punished for what he did.

'We used to call Mr " because he had
B - binceicht he misht have [N

- but this member of staff also hit boys. There
was a comic out years ago that had a character in it who
was a gardener ...'

And he talks about Mr , the gardener, at
Bellfield:

'He had special boys that he took out into the
garden every day and a boy shouted something out to him
and he took the towel rail off and hit me with it.

I didn't shout out, but he blamed me and he didn't like
it. He split my head. It wasn't split right open, but
it was painful and it bled. I never forgot that. Three
or four years ago, I recognised him in the doctor's
surgery. He said he was a bit deaf and asked me to
listen for his name being called. I told him he should

remember me because he split my head when I was a wee

boy. He said it couldn't have been him and it must have
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been someone else. I told him it was him.
'0ld Mr split my head as well. We were

playing billiards. There were only three balls. The
spotted ball carried an extra point. I didn't know the
rules. I saw a ball lying over the pocket and
I pocketed it. Mr hit me over the head with
the snooker cue by my ear. He split my head. I asked
him what that was for and he told me that I had potted
the doogie. I didn't know what the doogie was. I Jjust
saw the ball and I wanted to pot the ball. I never
played billiards again and I was absolutely useless at
pool after that.

'He wasn't the worst of teachers. He wasn't
vindictive, but he was reactive. If he was in a bad
mood, you got it.

'The other violent officer in Bellfield was

. I think he had been a Sergeant in the army or

the territorial army. He always wore a blazer and he
was always smart. He was always very aggressive towards
all the boys.

'"There was a strap at Bellfield, but I never got it.
They tended to deal with you there and then with a slap,
a kick, or a threat. Sometimes the threats were worse
than the actual physical contact. I had red hair: they

told me that was a bad thing to have and that it meant
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I had a short temper. That was exactly how I responded.
I thought that if I was a criminal, I would be the best
criminal. If I was a hooligan, I was going to be the
best hooligan and show them. I wouldn't let them break
me, no matter what they said. My mum and dad had tried
to break me and they hadn't managed it.

'The third time I was at Bellfield there was a man
there called .‘

He is described as middle aged, darkish hair,
balding in the middle:

'He was a very liberal guy. He would give us stubs
of cigarettes.'

Taking that short, he says:

‘ took a bit of a shine to me. I thought he
was all right at first. He tried to get me to go back
to school. By that time they had set a school up at the
bottom of the gates. I was too old by then and I wasn't
going to go back to school.

'He used to take us on country walks, which were
a completely new experience for me. He would take me
out to my own village on a Saturday. People would see
me and they would give me cigarettes and things like
that.'

And this individual would allow it. But 'Sinclair’

goes on:
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'It turns out he was a paedophile and was convicted
for ig."

'Sinclair' says:

'He only touched my private parts on one occasion.
I told him not to play those games and used some
expletives. I knew what was going on. I think he got
the message, because he never bothered me again. He
just ignored me. Until then I thought he was an all
right guy. Boys wouldn't go to the school because of
AlA he was too touchy-feely. Once the word got
out about him, boys just wouldn't go. Attendance was
supposed to be compulsory, but it was mainly voluntary.
The authorities must have become aware of what was
happening, because they shut the school room down.

I don't know whether it was opened up again.'

On reporting, 'Sinclair' says:

'The staff would tell us that we deserved to be
there. There was absolutely nobody I could have told
about what was happening at the time. If I told anybody
what was happening at home, it would have brought more
violence upon me. My parents wouldn't have been happy
about that.'

He says:

'I was afraid and I was stupid. I was the daft one

who always stood up to my parents. If they hit my wee
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families don't change that much, memories are long.

'If I could talk to the people running the care
homes, I would ask them to try and understand the weans
and to stop judging them. Ninety per cent of the issues
aren't the child's issue. They come from unstable
backgrounds and they have poor community links. It's
not the child who is at fault. Too often, I think they
pin too many labels on children to make it easy for
society to cope with. It doesn't make it easier for the
child. They need to try to stop judging them and start
to care. You never know how many weans you will help
that way.'

And 'Sinclair' has made the usual declaration and

signed his statement, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, there is another read-in which I have,

which should be relatively short. I am not completely

convinced I would finish by 3.00, but I might do.

LADY SMITH: Or we could take the break now and start after

the break.

MR SHELDON: I am in my Lady's hands.

LADY SMITH: I think we will do that and get to the

statement after the break. But, just to pause and

mention identities, at this stage we have used the names
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identities are all protected by my General Restriction
Order and they are not to be identified outside this
room. Thank you.

(2.55 pm)

(A short break)

(3.05 pm)

LADY SMITH: Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, the next read-in is a statement from
'Mike'.

'Mike' (read)

MR SHELDON: 'Mike' was born in 1955. His evidence in
relation to SPS was read in, and I will give my Lady the
reference for that when I come to it.

At page 1, 'Mike' gives some details about his early
life. He says that his time at primary school was good
and he recalls he was good at sums. His father was
always coming in drunk and there would be arguments. He
says he was about seven when things started to go wrong.
He says that his father died in 1961 or 1962, because of
lung cancer.

My Lady, the records suggest that was probably more
likely 1966.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MR SHELDON: But it certainly bears out the rest of that
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account. 'Mike' says that his mum struggled to cope and
was treated for mental health issues. Ultimately, he
and his sibling were taken into care. They were, first

of all, in two different children's homes, one in

Paisley, one in Largs. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

They were then in foster care for a period.

At paragraph 13, page 3, 'Mike' says he doesn't know
how it came about that he left foster care:

'Not sure where I went when I did leave.'

But thinks he was 11 or 12. When he was 12 or 13,
some time in-l968, he stole a can of spray paint
and he was sent to Bellfield Remand Home by Paisley
Juvenile Court. That was for initially seven days'
detention. He says the Juvenile Court gave him
a further 14 days in -1968, and then 28 days
in-1969, and he was sent to Bellfield on both
occasions.

Reading from paragraph 14:

'During the l4-day or maybe the 28-day remand
sentence, I was sent to Cardross Children's Home because
Bellfield was overcrowded.'

It is not clear, my Lady -- because there was
a Cardross Children's Home, but it is not clear whether

he means Cardross Assessment Centre or the Children's
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Home. At all events, he says that he was only there for
a few days and has no real recollection of it. All the
rest of his statement in this regard is about Bellfield.
He says:

'Bellfield was a big mansion and had about 200 boys,
all aged between 11 and 15.°7

He says he recognised some of them from his local
area. He says:

'I can't remember the governor's name, but the
staff, I recall, were Mr , who was about 40,

, had a finger missing and always wore

leather patches on the elbow of his jumpers. Mr
was in his 30s, and , who was the gardener.

'We would get up early in the morning and get
washed, dressed, then go for breakfast in the big hall,
where some of the staff were present. After breakfast
we would work outside in the gardens and greenhouse,
weeding, planting and cutting things. It was good fun
and educational, and we did this instead of going to
classes. In the evening, we would watch television or
play table tennis before going to bed at about 9.00 pm,
when lights would be switched off.

'You would get cornflakes and maybe some eggs for
breakfast. The lunch was the main meal of the day. The

food was good and you could eat as much as you wanted.
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any trouble over it.

'T didn't receive any visitors when I was in
Bellfield and nobody from social work ever came to see
me."'

On discipline, 'Mike' says:

'In Bellfield you weren't given the belt or anything
like that. The only real punishment was being put in
the Digger, a cell, for a day or two, but that never
happened to me. I would say that Bellfield was gquite
a fair place in general.

'Myself and three others ran off one time and made
it back to Paisley by walking. We went to my mum's, but
she had a new boyfriend at that time. Later that
evening the police came to the door and I hid in the
coal bunker with my mate, but the police found us. The
other two were caught as well and we were all taken back
to Bellfield. The oldest of the four of us was put in
the Digger for a day or two, but nothing happened to the
rest of us.'

He goes on to talk about abuse at Bellfield. He

says:
'When I was sentenced to 28 days in Bellfield, in
1969, Mr was still at Bellfield. When I got

back from court he escorted me to the showers, which was

something he never did. He was wearing a pinstripe
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suit. While I was in the shower Mrput his

head in the shower and started performing oral sex on
me. He was trying to get me to have an erection, but

I couldn't get one. I actually told him to be careful
he didn't get his hair wet. This went on for what
seemed like a few minutes and then he just stopped and
left without saying anything. That was the only time it
happened to me. I was very young and naive and hadn't

a clue what was going on, but I knew that what he was
doing to me was wrong. I got told that a similar thing
happened to a boy who came from Paisley, but I don't

LIG who was also

know who told me this or if it was
involved in that incident.

'I didn't tell anybody about what had happened
because that would have felt like grassing, which is
something that you didn't do in those days. I did see

LiG several times after that, but it was as if

nothing had happened. I would describe as
a strict man.'

He goes on to talk about leaving Bellfield and going
on to Thornly Park Approved School. And he talks about
the routine at Thornly Park. At paragraph 44, page 9,
he says:

'I had been in Thornly Park for a few months when

I ran away, I think maybe because I couldn't get home
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one weekend. I went back to my mum's, but the police
found me after a day and took me back to Thornly Park.
Mr gave me the cane for that in his office.

I don't recall exactly how many times he hit me, but it
was about three or four times over my bare backside.

I only ran away once and, when you did, you knew that if
you got caught you would get the cane. Running away was
the only thing you got the cane for.'

He then talks about leaving Thornly Park.

At paragraph 47, getting into trouble and being
sentenced to borstal at Paisley Sheriff Court. He was
then in a number of young offenders institutions and, as
I said to my Lady, the evidence, his evidence about SPS
was read in by Ms Rattray on Day 390. That's
TRN-12-000000022. And Ms Rattray also read in the
section on impact. So I can simply say that 'Mike' has
signed his statement and made the usual declaration, nmy

Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MR SHELDON: I think Ms Forbes has another read-in.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Whenever you are ready, Ms Forbes.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant

who 1is anonymous and is known as 'Alexander'.
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sent to. I think that you were being assessed for your
suitability for other places. I do recall being told
that I was going to Kirkmichael and I recall that I got
into a panic in case someone didn't tell my sister and
she came to visit me and I was no longer at Bellfield.
As it happens, my sister did come to Bellfield to wvisit,
only to learn that I had been moved to the children's
home [that he names] and she was unaware of the move.'
He then talks about the fact that he was sent to
this children's home. That is between paragraphs 55 and

66.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institution

'Alexander' says:

'"When you left school at 15 it meant that you had to
move from the children's home.'
When he turned 15, he then went to an adolescent

unit. He then talks about the adolescent unit between

paragraphs 67 and 94. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutio

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He talks about his time there, at the second

Secondary Institutions

adolescent unit, between paragraphs 97 and 107.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then moved into a bedsit, in which the landlady

was an alcoholic. He started working in a butcher's and
then got a job as a trainee chef, which only lasted
a couple of months. He said that he was no longer under
the care of the authorities and he started to run wild
around the streets of Glasgow and got into a life of
petty crime. He was assoclating with youths who were
just like him and they would steal cars together. He
was living on the streets, but there was never any
violence. If he needed a bed for the night he would go
with men who were in the area, looking for young boys to
pick up.

Then he talks about ending up in the Prison Service,

and that's from paragraph 114 to 117. This is him being
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in Glenochil and also being in Polmont, Longriggend,
Barlinnie, Perth Prison. Then in and out of English
prisons.

My Lady, that part of his statement was read in
during the Scottish Prison Service Chapter, on
5 December of last year, and was Day 393.

'Alexander' then talks about his life after being in

care from paragraph 118. He says that Bellfield was

a wild place and not a pleasant experience, RaUEEUWRURIEIEIE
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

When he was about 23, he served his last 2l-month prison
sentence at Wormwood Scrubs and on release he met the
woman who became his wife. After he met her he never
had as much as a parking ticket. That was his first
proper relationship and a turning point in his life. He
was married to her for 15 years and they had two
children.

He worked principally as a funeral director, but
stopped when the business was taken over, and he did
a number of other jobs and retired in 2019. He is still
doing some part-time jobs to supplement his pension. He

talks about the impact of being in care from

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

paragraph 123,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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1

2

3

4 LADY SMITH: 'Bellfield was wild. It was worst.'.

& Secondary Institutions - to be published later

6

7

8

9

10

11 MS FORBES: 'Alexander' then states his hopes for the

12 Inquiry, at paragraph 131, and he says:

13 'It is good that someone is listening and that I am
14 being believed. It is my hope that anyone in

15 an institution in the future will not be abused. It is
16 punishment enough for children to lose their liberty.
17 How could my father have been able to manipulate me

18 being put into care and especially a Remand Home like
19 Bellfield? It doesn't feel right.
20 'TI feel that the authorities should be made to
21 realise how badly affected and let down I have been by
22 the system. I feel that I have been keeping a dirty
23 secret for nearly 50 years. I do not want children to
24 miss out as I did on not having a guide through
25 formative years. The authorities need to believe what
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(3.48 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on Wednesday,

2024)
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