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As I said before -- see, I blanked this out for years,
for 40 years, like, you know. But there was a guy
called BN I remember a guy called [gl& he was

an elderly guy.

Right.

And there was a guy called John. He was okay.

Okay.

He seemed okay. He kept on pulling us aside and asking
if you were okay. So I presumed he was different from
the rest of them, like, you know?

Okay.

I always remember him being a wee bit more approachable
and things like that, you know?

Yes, you do say in the next paragraph you saw a bit of
violence in the first three weeks; what sort of violence
did you see?

People getting slapped, slapped in the face.

By whom?

By staff.

All right.

There was a bigger guy. I forget the names, like, you
know. There was a kind of bigger guy, he was kind of

a bully, like, you know, and he was the one that started
bullying later on, like, you know. But the first three

weeks he never touched me, never touched me.
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down that way, I think.

Right.

I think it was on the first floor. I don't think you
went down to it; it was on the bottom floor.

Right. So towards the back of the building?

Yes, yes. Yes, it was the back of the building. The
window looked out onto the back.

Right. It was this strange individual that you talked
about before that lived in the attic or in the loft?
Yes, there was --

Okay. I don't want to take you there just now. We will
come back to that.

But you tell us a bit about that in paragraph 22 and
you say that this individual was known by the boys as
'The Bogeyman'?

Yes.

Perhaps could you just tell us why the boys called him
The Bogeyman?

I don't know. I really -- when I got there I remember

I came in one day and there was a wee guy called

-- he is the only kind of guy I remember, from
Paisley -- and he would tell me, 'He's The Bogeyman'.

I was like, 'Who's that?' and he would tell me, 'He
stays in the attic, he lives in the attic'. 'Okay'.

And he was a kind of strange-looking character.
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remember, who was physically quite abusive towards me.
He was in his 40s, had dark hair, sallow skin and big
teeth.'
Mm-hm.
Is this the same person that had given you the hard slap
the first time you were in Bellfield?
I think that was him, yes.
Okay. What sort of build was he? Was he tall, short?
He was kind of a big man, like, you know.
Okay. And you say there was also another member of
staff in his 40s or 50s who was physically abusive. And
you also say:
'"There was who was a nice guy when
I first met him.'
Yes.
And you describe him. And how was he when you first met
him? In what way was he nice to you?
He turned out to be -- at first he was the good guy. He
turned up, like, he wasnae there the first time I was
there, so I had never met him, really, you know. And he
turned up and at first I thought he'd give you
a cigarette. And he just tried to be your friend, like.
I thought: oh, this is better, like. This guy's okay.
Until he started his carry on; you know what I mean?

Okay.
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I was going to borstal, that I'm no good. And I really

didn't know what I was doing wrong to get this, like,

you know. But I clicked on years later. I clicked on
why there -- there was one good guy and one bad guy, you
know.

LADY SMITH: 'Joseph', with this constantly changing

population of boys; does that --

A. I don't remember it being now -- I just remember now and
again people would go and come back, but I don't think
it was a massive, massive turnaround. But I do remember
new faces and old faces would go. And then the new
faces 1'd see come, they would leave. And most of them
were only there for three weeks or something like that.

LADY SMITH: Your first time there was just three weeks?

A. My first time, yes, yes.

LADY SMITH: I am just wondering whether that made it much
harder to develop any sense of community or mutual
support from other boys?

A. Yes. I don't remember having friends, with the other
boys, like. You meet one and then he was away, like.

The wee RS guy, I remember him, because he was
dead loud.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. He is the only one I can remember sticking out. All the

boys, I find it hard to remember any of their names; do
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'A staff member, John, used to take us on days out
to go fishing.'

And that was something that you enjoyed?
Yes, that's the one day out, it never -- we went fishing
and that's what we done, we went fishing. Fish and
chips after it, in Helensburgh, I think. And then back
up the road. It was a good day out.
Okay.
And that was when the John guy took me out, like.
How many boys would go on trips with John?
I think it was maybe three or four of us. They would
pick out three or four of us, the kind of trusty ones.
By that time I think they realised -- I remember the
John one telling me that I shouldnae be there, I would
be going home: 'You shouldn't be here. You know, you
are one guy who should not be here'. He was the only
one that told me that.
I think you went on trips with as well?
Yes.
You tell us about that at paragraphs 45 and 46. I am
going to ask you about that in some detail. So if we
can just look briefly at paragraph 46, you say that you
went on trips organised by there was
a trip to Preston, where you stayed with another man and

a woman.
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Yes.
And you say:

'I am sure I was being drugged and abused on these
trips.'
Yes.
You also say that you think you were away on about ten
or more trips with him; was it just you and he or were
there other boys?
The Saltcoats one, no, that was me and maybe two or
three others. We were helping handicapped children in
wheelchairs and that. And I think we were there as
volunteers to help push wheelchairs and help the
handicapped kids along.
Sure.
That was at an old house in Saltcoats. We stayed in our
own room with bunk beds and the like, away from other
people.
You meaning who? You and who else?
The other boys that were with us at that time.
Oh, right. But I think you say that on other occasions
you andand another boy would share a room; is
that right?
Sorry-- sorry?
I beg your pardon, no, it is my fault. -- on the

other trips that you went on; should we understand that
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A,

Q.

it was just you and FM 7

Yes, yes.

And you talk about another boy that

would take on trips?

Yes, that's wee KJA that's wee ha
All right. And should we understand that it was just
the two of them when they went away?
I think so. I think so.

: i . HWM
You also mention a trip to Rome w;Lth_
that I will ask you about a bit later on.
Yes. That was after I actually got out.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: We will go back to that, but how long after you

got out?

It wasn't long. But this would tell me
to report back to him, because he still has the
authority to put me to borstal and he was the one that

was keeping me out of borstal. So I was very confused.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: You talk about a meeting with a psychologist.

A.

Q.

Yas,

This is at page 10, paragraph 48. What effect did that
meeting have you on, 'Joseph'?

She was asking me about my mum and my dad again.

I remember crying and that. And just -- I don't
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remember much of anything. I just remember it might be
a psychologist and she started asking me about my
problems and so on. And I was hoping to tell her about
what was happening to me and I couldn't. And I remember
just crying and she then just calling the meeting off,
like, you know.

Okay. Did she say why yvou were having a conversation
with her? Did she tell you why she wanted to speak to
you?

She was asking me at the time what was wrong in the
house, my mum and my dad, things like that. I remember
telling her that but-- I always remember wishing she
would ask me guestions about what was happening here.
But, as far as I was concerned at the time, she was part
of the staff, so I really couldnae tell her the truth
about what was happening, because I thought that will
just get passed on to these guys and I will get another
slap, you know. I wasnae sure who she was.

Okay. You talk a bit about religion, although you
mention that told you that he had been
a priest years ago; is that right?

Yes, vyes, yes.

What did he say about that?

I think he said he was the same age as me, if you think

about it, because he had been away to priesthood for
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your cigarettes, things like that. Sometimes you just
got thrown in and you didn't realise what for, know what
I mean?

LADY SMITH: Okay.
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about sexual abuse at Bellfield. You tell us that the
first day you arrived --

This is the second visit, yes.

Yes, indeed. You told us thatwasn't
there the first time.

He wasn't there the first time, ves.

Okay. So it is the second time you go to Bellfield.
You said the first day you arrived,
looked at you and announced to all the boys it was time
for showers?

Yes.

And the boys were wondering what was happening because
it wasn't the usual time for showers?

Yes.

What time of day was 1it?

I remember it was earlier than normal for showers,
whatever. And this he just came, he
just looked at me and said, 'Shower time'. And I was

like that. And I think it was wee went, 'Oh,
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'Joseph', I think he likes you'.
So this seems to be quite an unusual time for showers --
you say this is an unusual time for showers.
This day, yes, ves. I remember when it happened the
boys were kind of: oh, this is not shower time.

And then said, 'It's because of you,
'Joseph''.
Right. Did he explain what he meant by that, 'It's
because of you'?
No, no. I soon realised, but no.
So it is an unusual time for showers. You tell us in
paragraph 65 that something pretty unusual happened on
that occasion?
Yes, yes.
Could you just tell us, please, what happened?
I had been in for my shower, I came out,
appeared with another two staff with a pair of scissors,
told me that I was -- excuse me, but I was too long,
grabbed my penis and tried to cut me with the scissors.
I don't know whether he was joking, but he actually
grabbed me -- the other two grabbed me with their hands
and he grabbed my penis and was pretending he was going
to cut my penis with the scissors.
How close did he get to you with the scissors?

Oh, he was holding it and the scissors were right there.
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A.

Okay. Did you still feel a bit weird at that stage?
Yes, yes, yes.
Did you notice anything different about your body?
I was sore.
Where were you sore?
Abdomen.
Your abdomen?
Yes.
Okay. In paragraph 68, you talk about the guy with the
big teeth who was violent to you.
Yes.
You said that he would do that quite regularly and that
would then have a conversation with you,
just shortly after these beatings.
Yes, yes.
Why did you think he was doing that?
He was telling me everything was going to be okay, and
'you are never going to borstal. I am going to make
sure you don't go to borstal. I will keep you here and
we will make sure you don't go to borstal.'

And: 'don't listen to him.'

But this other guy, just -- he kept on telling you
that, like, you know.
Okay.

I think it was good guy -- good cop, bad cop; know what
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I mean?

I think you tell us, this is page 14 of your statement:
' made out that he was looking out

for me and he was the only one keeping me in Bellfield

and out of borstal.'

Yes.

And you go on to use the phrase you have just used about

'good cop/bad cop'?

Yes.

You say at paragraph 70, made out that

he was a friend to you?

Yes.

You have already told us that he said to you, 'I feel

like I am the same age as you'.

Yes.

Looking back; what do you think was

doing here?

Grooming.

What was his purpose?

Grooming. I know now, like, you know. At the time

I didn't. I was a confused 15-year-old. That's what

I was, you know. But it was years and years later, you

know, I clicked on exactly what was happening to me,

what had happened to me: I had been groomed. Slowly but

surely, groomed and --
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And groomed for what purpose?

Everywhere I ended up going, something strange happened;
I would pass out. He started giving me drink, alcohol,
and getting me drunk until I passed out. Then, when

I clicked on not to drink the alcohol, whatever soft
drink I drank, or tea, it would do the same; I would
still pass out. I don't know how. I don't know.

I don't know how.

You talk about an occasion when you were on a trip to
Saltcoats with handicapped kids?

Yes.

HWM

And it was you, another boy, and the guy

with the big teeth who went. And at some point I think
you say that you woke up andwas in bed
with you; can you remember what happened on that
occasion?

He pulled the blankets and he was groping me. He was
fondling with his hands. You know, like, I was the top
bunk and he ran out the room when I woke up.

You were in the top bunk?

Yas,

And was he in the bunk with you?

No, he was standing by the bunk.

And you said that he was groping you; is that right?

Yes.
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Can I ask you where he was groping you?

On my penis.

But you woke up and he left?

He ran out, yes.

But you say that he apologised to you the next day?

Yes, that was the time -- the next morning we got up and
I was kind of wary, like, you know. 2And there was three
of us, me,and - We went to the shop and we
came back and he was standing in -- outside the
building, in a field across the road, like, you know.
And the boys said we had better go and see him, and we
were crossing and I had my heid down, and he turned and
he says, 'I've got to apologise. I came into the room
last night, that will not happen again', and he started
apologising. But he knew what he had done the night
before, like.

Okay. Paragraph 72, you say the abuse started happening
on a regular basis?

Yes.

But it never happened in the Bellfield building. So how
did that happen? How did get you out of
Bellfield?

It was always something -- to go somewhere, like, you
know. It was: 'all right, you have to come with me

today.'
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And instead of arguing about it and fighting about
it, I would have to go along with it, you know. We
would end up in different places. We went to a priest's
house, round the corner in St Pat's. There was a priest
there, like, and we got taken in there.

So this was with and the priest?

Yes. Well, there was one day he took me and round
to the priest and he made us do confessions in front of
these other people, like.

Okay.

I think he was trying to get some information.

Yes, I am not a Catholic, 'Joseph', but that's gquite

an unusual place to do a confession, isn't it?

Exactly, exactly. I knew that was wrong. I just think
he was trying to find out what we were thinking and what
we were saying, things like that. What we would say to
the police if ... looking back on it, at the time

I didn't think -- at the time I was so confused. I was
a 1l5-year-old and I was just going along with whatever
to try to get away from this place, like, you know.

Did you feel that you had to go along with
F—

Aye, yes. I thought I was going to borstal, any time.
Any time. They snap their fingers and I am away. I was

kind of petrified of it. I look back now and think:
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gate, but kind of in the middle. The driveways came
round it, and you had to actually walk down some stairs
to this one. It was sat lower down.

Okay. You tell us thatwould take you
on trips away, overnight?

Yes.

Where would you stay on trips like that?

We went to Preston. I was told I was to go with him to
Preston and we were going to be helping handicapped
people again. When we got there, we went straight into
a pub and he got me a pint and another man appeared.

And I wasn't sure. So I drank the first pint and

I don't know if that was spiked or not, but that was the
only pint I got through. I was literally -- I

thought -- I was the drunkest I have ever been and I was
passing out, and then they two were carrying me. And we
ended up in some house somewhere.

Okay.

And I don't know who this guy was.

You didn't recognise him?

There was a lady in the house when we got to it.

I remember that. There was a lady in it as well. And
this guy was a lot older. BAnd then I woke up in a bed
in that house.

Were you aware of anyone being with you or in the bed
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You mentioned that your friend, another boy who had
been on trips with you, that you thought he might be
going through the same thing as you; why did you think
that?

I never thought it at the time. It was Jjust when

I thought back on it, sorry.

Okay.

He took me to The Kibble one day.

Who took you to The Kibble?

took me to The Kibble.

Right. This is the Kibble school?

Yeah, I think it was a Remand Home or something like
that. Well, wee , the guy I was talking about, he

had left and went to The Kibble. Then

took me to The Kibble, left me outside. Wee came

out and [ took wee somewhere for

about an hour or something and then came back, and wee
Wi came back with his face down and then got told to
go back into The Kibble and we went back to Bellfield.
Were there other occasions where you thought something
might have happened with this boy?

The time at Saltcoats, I think. Maybe that night as
well. It was weeas well, like, you know.

What makes you think that?

Because RS was kind of ... I think 's mentioned
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Q.

it or something the next day. That's what put it in nmy
mind that must be going through the same. You
know, I think LS s said something to me the next day
that-- I can't remember -- but I remember it going
through my head that is going through this as
well, you know.

You talk about leaving Bellfield. That there was a fire
and you all had to be evacuated; 1is that right?

Yes.

And you ended up at another Assessment Centre called
Cardross Park?

Yes.

How did Cardross Park compare to Bellfield?

Oh, it was a nicer building and, when we first went
there, it was lovely, like, you know. But the only
drawback with that is you got your own room.

So you did have your own room?

Yes.

Okay. Why was that a drawback?

That would have been good in any other circumstances.
But, when you are in your own room with this guy about,
then you are sort of trapped.

Okay?

LADY SMITH: So he had moved to Cardross as well?

A.

Yes.
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MR SHELDON: Did all of the staff from Bellfield move?

A,

Yes. I think the big guy that done the beating, I don't
think he came. I don't remember seeing him at Cardross,
so I think he must have moved somewhere else. I don't
remember seeing him at Cardross.

Okay. I suppose there might have been a difficulty
accommodating all the staff if Cardross already had its
staff?

And it was mixed. Cardross was mixed. It was girls as
well.

Okay. And did everybody have their own room?

I think at Cardross everyone had their own room, ves.
You mentioned it being a drawback, having your own room.
Perhaps you can just explain what you mean by that, in
the context that you found yourself in?

Well, it means when they want to get you yourself, it's
easy for them to get you yourself in the room. Rather
than -- in the dormitories, they couldn't do anything
because there were other people watching, like. But
once you got your own room, things happen.

And did things happen?

Aye, I don't know how many times this
was in my room, checking things, 'Oh, I have to check
you. You have to strip off to be checked'.

He told you you had to strip off to be checked?
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remember we still had, like, days out, from Cardross.
He would take us places, like, you know.

All right.

There was a priest place in the back of Cardross.

I don't remember what it was. I think it was a place
for monks or priests, or --

A seminary?

Something like that. I remember that was at the back of
Cardross. We got took to that once, me and .

And did anything happen on those occasions?

I think ... I don't remember. I don't remember, sorry.
Okay.

I remember being up there a couple of times and it is so
long ago, like. I don't remember how long we were there
for or did we stay there, or what, you know.

I just remember that place we went to. I think
something might have happened there, because I have
always remembered that place, like, you know. And
I don't know why I would remember it. Because I have
a funny feeling something did happen there, but I just
don't remember the ins and outs of that place.

Okay.
But I remember going to it.
One last thing about Cardross, 'Joseph'. You tell us,

at paragraph 88 -- this is page 18 of your statement:
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I was sore. I think I was sore again. I think -- I am

trying to separate them, all the incidents, like, you

know. But I remember being sore.

Q. Mm-hm.

LADY SMITH: Can you tell me, 'Joseph', where you were sore
again?

A. Yes, my backside.

LADY SMITH: Same place?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: Thank you, 'Joseph'.

You tell us, from paragraph 91 onwards, about

leaving Cardross. I think just

before your 16th birthday. But told you

that you were still under supervision?

You tell us you got out,

Yes.

Q. Do you remember what he said to
A. I can't remember. He was still
still with me, but I am getting
on supervision with him until I

Whatever time -- whatever age I

that he has to keep -- he is in

you about that?
in charge of me. He was
out. But I have to be
would have left school.

would have left school,

charge of me until then.

Q. Were you still going to school at that point?

A. No,

but I was still to report every week to

67
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they question him about why I was there? You know, it
just seemed to be they knew I was -- they acted as if
I was meant to be there.
Okay. And after this occasion; did
continue to tell you to come and see him?
Yes, yes.
And you did?
Yes. Oh, sometimes he would give you a fiver and things
like that, and act like the good guy. At the back of my
mind, I always knew: just as soon as I get away from
this threat of borstal, I am away, like, you know.

Just ... it went on for months, you know.
Roughly how long did this all go on for?
I think maybe three, four months.
Okay. You tell us about a trip to Rome?
Yes.
'Joseph', first of all, can I just ask you how that

came about?

Yes.

How did you come to go on a trip with to
Rome?

Yes, he said to me, 'Listen'-- and just like the other

trips with the handicapped people, we were taking
handicapped children and that. We were going to be

helping them and we were going to go on to Rome and we
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were going to do that. And I didn't want to go. But he
was like, 'You have to go', because if I don't go then
he cannae -- something might happen to me when he was
away and the other guy, whatever, gets their way, and
I go to borstal. He told my mother something which --
I don't know, I never asked what he told my mother.

He spoke to your mother before you --

He spoke to my mother before and he told her whatever.
Because my grandfather had just died, his funeral was
that week. And, for some reason, my mum accepted that
I was to go. I think back now... I don't know what he
told my mum.

All right. Are you clear in your mind, 'Joseph', that
was the one who suggested this trip?
Yes.

And not you?

I wouldn't have known. He was the one who wanted to
take me to Rome, one way or another. Why would I --
Okay.

I don't know why I would even suggest going to Rome; do
you know what I mean?

Sure.

No, he was to go. And then I says: I cannae go there,
because it's my granddad's funeral.

So I thought I had a good excuse not to go, my

70



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

granddad's funeral and that. But, for some reason, he
went and spoke to my mum. And he said, 'No, it is all
right, you have to miss your grandad's funeral, but we
will get the Pope to write -- do a mass for your
grandfather'.

I still thought I was going to get out of it.
I don't know how I ended up going. I don't know how
I ended up going, right enough. I was promised this and
promised it was going to be a good time and everything,
you know. But it was a nightmare.
And did any of what told you was going
to happen, actually happen?
No, there was no handicapped people or nothing. It was
me, him and a hotel room.
And did anything happen while you were on that trip?
Yes, I was waking up during the night, with him groping
again, and a couple of times I was sort of unconscious
as well, you know, drunk. I took a couple of drinks,
and passed out, like, you know. I don't know what
happened to me when I was passed out.
Okay. You tell us, in paragraph 101, that you would
pass out, you would wake up, not sure what was happening
and a bit sore again?
Yes.

Is that what happened?
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Yes.

And I think you are now still in business; you have your
own business?

Since the army, I was a park ranger. I was a park
ranger for 15 years, and then I went out on my own for
landscaping. And now I am a self-employed contractor,
now, solar stuff, with the roofs.

Sure. You told us already a bit about the impact that
all this had on you.

Yes.

You tell us, at paragraph 110, that you felt stupid and
gullible when you think back now.

Yes.

But I think it is clear to you now that
was just lying to you?

Yes, yes, definitely. ©Oh, it is clear to me who -- what
;i.s, you know. Exactly what he was.

You say that you recently had a job in the same area as
Bellfield?

Yes.

How did that make you feel?

That is how this all came about.

Right.

Just one day. It has always been there, like. I have

never spoken about this until I spoke to -about
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A. No, no.

LADY SMITH: Give yourself the rest of the day off. Thank

you.

Just before I rise for the break,

I want to alert

everybody to the fact that 's name has

been used, but his identity is protected by my

General Restriction Order and he can't be identified as

the person referred to in our evidence outside this

room. Thank you.

(11.37 am)

(A short break)

(11.56 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the next witness is an applicant who is

anonymous and known as 'Janet'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Janet’

(affirmed)

LADY SMITH: Do sit down and make yourself comfortable.

'"Janet'. The red folder on the desk has your written

statement in it. Thank you for providing that; it has

been very helpful to have it in advance. It is evidence

to the Inquiry and, as has probably been explained to

you, what we want to do today is identify particular

parts of it that we would find it helpful to discuss

a bit further with you.
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I think about _ 1978, before you were moved.

I don't know if you recall or not, 'Janet', but,
from those records, you were placed on a non-residential
supervision requirement before you were taken into the
children's home for not going to school; do you recall

that at all®?
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A. Yes.

Q. So it was Jjust shortly before the social work really
came and took you and your sisters away; there was
a period where you were under supervision because you
hadn't been going to school?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember that? That was high school. Was it
called Braidfield High School?

A. TYes.

Q. But then other things happened, the social work got
involved, then you and your sisters ended up in the
children's home. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

A. Mm-hm. That was at Bloomhill Children's Home.
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Q.

The first one, in Cardross. Sorry, I said Cardross,
I don't mean Cardross Park. I will just call it
Bloomhill.

Yes.

At Bloomhill, the first children's home, EEEUEERRLEEUTNHERSE
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your sisters to Hill Park Children's Home?

Yes.

Is that right? And the dates, again from the records we
have for that, are _1978, and you were there
until -1979. So that's a period of about eight
months.

Yes.

At that time you would have been aged 12, but then you
turned 13 during the course of the time that you were
there?

Yes.

I think, even though it is redacted out, you do tell us
in your statement that you think you were about 13 when

you were in that home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Yes, yes.

Now, I think in your statement, when you gave it, you
weren't sure, 'Janet', about how it had come to be that
you were then moved from Hill Park to Cardross Park
Assessment Centre. But I think from your records we can
see that there was some truanting, I think, from school
for a few weeks. And it was felt that perhaps your
behaviour had deteriorated and you maybe needed to be
seen by someone and assessed, and you ended up being
suspended from school at that point; do you remember
that?

No, I wasn't truanting from school.

Okay.

I was helping a wee girl in the afternoon with my
friend. She had cerebral palsy -- I was doing the
part-- they needed five people to do this, to get her
lungs to open up or fluid to come out. I understood

this years later. I didn't know what I was doing.

I thought I was teaching the girl how to swim or
something, and that's how all the absences occurred, but

I never told anybody about it. It would be reported...
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Okay.

To get brought back in by the staff.

How would you describe the way they were handled?

Rough. Bad. I saw one, when I were up the stair, I saw
one tied to a bed.

Okay.

And I went, 'I'm not running away. I think I will just
stay'. The only thing that kept me going was the bird.
They had a miner bird and I would Jjust sit all day with
that at the front door.

Is that a pet they had?

It was a pet called Mini Miner, and I Jjust sat with that
all day, when I could, just get out the road of things,
you know.

'"Janet', you mentioned a girl tied to the bed. We might
come to that a little bit later in your statement and
talk a little bit more about it.

You said there was a man at Cardross that

you remember, and you have named him in that paragraph

I remember that name very well, vyes.

So that was AN when you were there, you

recall?
Yes.

And you also say that there were probably about 15 or 16
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because I remember looking out the window on the way
there, thinking: where am I going?

It felt to me -- when you were a kid, it felt as if
I was halfway to England; you know what I mean? I never
knew -- I never knew about the place.
And up until this point, you had been with your sisters
in the children's homes; is that right?
Yes, that's right.
So this is the first time you are separated from them?
Yes.
How did you feel about that?
I felt bad. I felt like it was because I was the
speaker of the family, and I was always the speaker.
Like, to move us from Bloomhill, I demanded the social
worker moved us, because I saw a family moving, and
I thought: well, could we get back to Clydebank nearer

our mother?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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I spoke about that, I spoke

about a lot. I think I was a threat and that's why they
wanted me out.

Okay.

Nothing to do with being plonked in school, because

I liked school. School was an escape for me, away from
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the blame for that as well. I see that boy to this day,
and he said they done it, and I said well, why didn't
you speak up, because I got the blame for it.

Are you referring to before you went to Cardross Park or
while you were there?

Before I went in to Cardross Park. But the things being
done in the community were done by the actual -- some of
the staff's sons, and they were, 'Oh no, my son would
not do that', and I got the blame for that and it came
up in one of the meetings for being taken in to

Cardross Park, and I said 'I never done that', and they
more or less put it on my record that I did do it, and

I never.

'"Janet', I think you go on to tell us that there was

an occasion where there were boys from Bellfield who
came up for a disco, but I think you wanted to clarify
that; is that right?

Yes.

Is that something you have remembered from being in the
children's home?

That was Bloomhill.

Okay.

I thought I was actually in Cardross Park when the boys

from Bellfield came. But when I was in Bloomhill-- Gl

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be

and then the next night we were taken

to Cardross Park Assessment Centre which I had never
been in before obviously, because I was in Bloomhill.
Cardross Park, so over there, the next minute a bus of
boys came from Bellfield and it was like: 'dance, get up
and dance', and we didn't know what was happening. We
were just sitting on chairs and they were sitting on
chairs -- and I don't know what I'm allowed to say here.
How do I put it...?

Well, you can try and describe --

A dark man.

Okay.

A dark man. I didn't know what to say there. Sorry,

I dunnae want to put myself into trouble, all the

political correctness. I don't know.

LADY SMITH: Look 'Janet', you are not going to get into

trouble here for describing things the way they seemed
to you.

He was chasing me around a pole, and I was asking the
staff to get him away from me, and he was big, he was
massive, and he was sweating, and he was chasing me, and

I'm thinking God knows how I can get away from this guy,
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But again I think we know that this doesn't relate to
your time in Cardross Park, is that right?
That's right.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes. So that's fine, we know then that that part of

your statement actually relates to when you were at the
children's home before.

You then go on, 'Janet', to tell us about schooling
in Cardross Park, and you say that there was a classroom
there, where you would get some education, is that
right?

Yes.

And we do see from your records that there is some --
there is a school teacher report on some of the progress
you are making there, and I think they referred to you

as being an intelligent girl, so at that time I think
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think you were in there for three hours?

Yes.

You say it felt a lot longer?

Yes it did, yes.

And you tell us that you didn't see anyone else being
put in there whilst you were in Cardross Park, is that
right?

I didn't see anybody else?

You didn't see anyone else getting put in there whilst
you were there?

Not really, because I would have been in the other
areas, you know. I don't remember. I would do anything
to get outside that building to play football in the
fresh air, because that was my life before then. I am
an outtie, I don't like being in places, you know.

Can you remember who it was who put you in that room?
Just one of the members of staff. You see, Owen sticks
out to me, and the rest are all like, I can see them,

I know had a daughter called | NNNGNG
but I don't know if she came round sometimes from
Bloomhill to help out. The rest of them have just blank

faces.

LADY SMITH: Is this Owen who is the campaigner for

asbestos?

Owen Lilley, yes, he was an artist, I never saw
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Yes.

So you tell us about this first initial period in
Craigellachie, at this point of your statement. So the
first time is really a year and five months, and you are
aged between 13 and 14 at that time, because we have
your birthday?

Yes.

And you do tell us a bit about that, and as your
Ladyship has said, 'Janet', we have all of that evidence
there, and even though it is blacked out on the
statements for today's purposes, it is evidence for us

and we have all of the detail; we know what happened.
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I think from your statement, 'Janet', you seem to

correlate thatBEEULEWRIEith yvou going back to
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A.

Q.

Cardross Park?

I go back to the new building.

Yes.

Because there is no longer --

The old building had gone by that point.

The dates would be, you know.

Yes. I think at the time you gave your statement you

thought that was why you were moved to Cardross Park,

but I think we know from your records that after
you went to stay with your sister for a couple

of days until there was a meeting, and then you went

back to stay at Craigellachie, and you were there for

a little bit of time before you actually went to

Cardross Park, and you actually didn't go to

Cardross Park until_ 1980. So it was later on

that year.

Ch, right.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Aye.
But I don't think that's something at the time that you

could fit together, because you didn't have your
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at different parts about when you were in these places,

getting to go and help at a nursery,

children?
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is that right,
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Just before I leave the issue of Cardross Park, 'Janet',
when you think back about your two times there, you
know, how did you feel when you were there, did you feel
safe?

No.

Why not?

The dormitory, the lady sitting there at night, talked
about mad stories, you know, like crazy, crazy stories,
and I felt I don't want to listen to you. Just to go
out and go to the toilet was like the big doors and, you
know, and the walls, and the people standing, just
weird. No, I didn't feel safe at all.

And comparing that to the experience you had in the

children's homes, was it a lot different?
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Q.

Oh, a lot different, ves, yes.

And do you say that because it was more intimidating,

the building itself?

Yes, yes, and the staff,
And when we are

first building,

the second, the new?

No, Cardross Park.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

the old building,

saying about the building,

And you mention there in your evidence, 'Ja

the members of staff.

is that the

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

net'

’

or does that apply to

staff.

What was it about the staff at Cardross Park that you

recall?

I don't know.

t is Jjust, like,

if you have ever seen

a Pink Floyd video, you know, people marching about with

no faces, I don't know.

I can see the old lady,

this, I can see the wee boy, I

I can see the matron,

How can I remember pecple?

I can see

can see one of the kids

doing great, lives in Thailand, he has a big business,

but these members of staff,

Cardross Park,
what I mean.

know.

I can't put a face to them,

It is just weird.
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It is like

some of them in the old

if you know

I don't
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that to you?

A, Erm, I think you would go to your bed, say, 9.20, and
I think it was lights out at 9.30.

LADY SMITH: Oh, right. You are thinking about bedtime
reading; you wouldn't have very long to do that?

A. Aye, because if you had children with lights on or
whatever, then they are always doing night patrols, so
somebody would always come up.

LADY SMITH: But 1f you wanted to read at a different time
of the day and you had a book; were you allowed to?

A. I would say so, aye.

LADY SMITH: 2And there was no time limit on that?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDCON: 'Paul', you go on to talk about some of the
staff. You say the staff you had most dealings with

were your key worker, Mr Curran. Someone called

and someone called [kl , who had been
given the nickname ", but you can't recall

his surname.

I am going to come back to ask you a bit more about
and a little bit later.

But, over the page, you have told us about the food.
You told us a little bit about clothing. And you tell

us, at paragraph 33, about getting pocket money. If you
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No, I wouldn't have. I don't mean they were going to
get the whole school and things like that. It was just
certain ones; do you know what I mean?

So you didn't report this to the staff at Cardross; why
was that?

I don't think much difference would have been made.

I would still have had to have went to school. I would
still have had to face them eventually, so

You do recall that there was a meeting between

from the Cardross staff and the --

Aye.
-- the headmaster at your school?
Aye.
Do you recall any of the -- do you recall what that was

about? Did anyone tell you what that was about?
I think it was about my behaviour. And non-attendance.
Might it have been about a complaint that you had made
about the teacher who you had had the altercation with?
I don't know. I can't recall. I don't know.
Okay.

You say that after that meeting -- and I should have
asked you: were you at that meeting?
Aye.

Or was it just and the headmaster?

No, I think the three of us would have been there.
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Okay. But you don't remember any of what was said at
the meeting?

No.

Okay. Was it a long meeting? Was it short?

I don't think it would have lasted much longer than
an hour, maybe. I don't know.

Okay. Did anyone, either the headmaster or

, ask you gquestions, ask you about what

was going on with you?

I can imagine they must have done. But whether I would
tell them or not, I don't know. I can't remember.
Okay. You talk about an incident after the meeting
where said he wanted to change and that
you went back to his house, but that nothing
inappropriate happened at that time; is that right?
Well, it was guite warm that day. And he lived just
outside the train station, so, in his mind: I will Jjump
in the house and get changed or whatever.

He goes into the house and he told me to sit down on
his couch, and I sat down on his couch. I think it was
a palr of jeans he had on, and he came out of his room
and took his jeans off in front of me and then he went
back into his room and then came back out with a pair of
shorts on or different style of trousers, or whatever.

Sure. But there was nothing about that that made you
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Was there anything in the shower cubicle that you could
put your foot on to raise the level of your ankles? Was
there a stool or anything like that?

Not that I recall, no.

You say you remember your sister saying he had

a reputation for being a 'perv'; did she say anything
else about that? Did she explain why he had that
reputation?

I think it is just what other ones that had ... either,
I don't know, heard things through the grapevine, mayvbe,
or something had happened to somebody that somebody
knew. I don't know. But that was ... I'd never exactly
heard that he had done something, for like -- from
someone, SO ...

You say his nickname was was that

a nickname that all the children used, all the young
people? Was it something you heard regularly, anyway.
Once I had heard that's what people were calling him,
I suppose that's what he was known as.

Okay. You say you think his name was ?

Aye.

What sort of age was Do you remember?

I would say he would have been in his late 303, maybe.
Something like that.

What sort of hair did he have? Do you remember what
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hair colour he had?
Aye, it was kind of brown, short, kind of cropped in.
Okay. Can you remember what his second name was?
No.
Might it have been
I wouldn't have a clue.
All right. I think you certainly made a complaint at
one point about a about something that
he had done; do you recall that?
Um, a complaint to the staff or what? I don't know.
To your social worker.
Oh, I don't know. I can't remember.
Okay. Well, we will come back to that, perhaps, because
you talk about an occasion when teld you that you
hadn't washed properly. This is paragraph 52. And you
say that one of the other boys was sent in with you,
when you went back into the shower, and you think that
he had been sent by the staff 'to give me a doing'.
Aye.
Why do you think they did that? Why do you think they
would have done that?
I think to send the guy in to beat me up, to try ...
I don't know.

Just because he could, to make a man of me or

whatever. I don't know.
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A.

time.

What happened then?

I had already been in my room and I was already
greeting. The two of them came in. I was on my bed.

I think at first I was under the cover andcame
up --

this is [T s it?

Aye. He got on top of the bed and he grabbed a pillow,
and he was pressing into me, like ... the pillow would
go over your face and things like that, and then it
would be pressed in to your neck, and he was just doing
each motion and there would be times when he would be
punching it. And he took off his watch, and it was

a silver, old style, the big, thick buckle, and he would
just be punching into it.

So you could feel him punching the pillow. The pillow
was on your face and he was punching the pillow; is that
right?

Punching the pillow. (Overspeaking) and the other hand
to my neck and he was just punching into it.

So do we understand he was using the watch strap as

a kind of knuckleduster?

Aye.

How long did that go on for?

I have not got a clue. But there were different motions
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A.

of where the pillow was and what he was doing. It was
getting pressed into my neck, pressed down on my mouth,
just held over my face and he was punching it. So

I don't know how long it went on.

Okay. You mention in that paragraph of your statement
that was there as well; this is the same
you were talking about before, is it?

(Nods) .

What was doing?

He was standing at the inside of the door.

At the inside of the door? So could he see what was
going on?

Aye, he was watching it.

LADY SMITH: Was the door open?

A,

No.

LADY SMITH: So how could he see?

A.

He was in the room.

LADY SMITH: Oh, he was in the room. Thank you.

Al

Aye.

MR SHELDON: And you say, at paragraph 56:

'"The first time the staff set about me ...'.

So, first of all, did this happen on more than one
occasion?
Not as severe as that, no.

Sorry?
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A.

I can't remember. But my sister had the books and my
uncle had gave me the football memorabilia, quite a lot
of it, and some of it was signed. So, to me, that was
like a big thing; do you know what I mean?

There was, like, a picture board, I would say it was
half the size of this table, and it was screwed on to
the wall. 2And that was supposed to be the only part you
could put, like, pictures, or things like that. Because
I had guite a lot of stuff, I had put some stuff, like,
beside it, on the actual wall. Then one of the days --
I take it we were coming back from school or whatever,
everything was all torn to shreds, my sister's books and
the stuff that my uncle had gave me.

So did you see this happening?

No.

All you know is you came back to your room and this had
happened?

Aye.

What makes you think it was members of staff that did
it?

Well, I don't imagine there would have been anybody
about during the day, apart from the staff, if
everybody's at school.

Okay. You also talk about a time that gave you

5,000 lines?
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Q. Okay. My Lady, I probably have ten minutes --

LADY SMITH: I think --

MR SHELDON: -- to go.

LADY SMITH: I did promise 'Paul' a break at this time.

A, I am actually all right.

LADY SMITH: Ten minutes. If you are okay to keep going for
ten minutes, we will do that. If you change your mind,
just say.

A. Aye.

LADY SMITH: Very well. Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: Page 13 of your statement, you talk about
reporting. You think you would have told your mum and
dad about the beating that you took, but don't think you
reported it to anyone else?

A. Um, I don't I think did, no.

Q. I think I can tell you there is a record of a report
that you made to the Social Work Department about
a possible assault by someone called and
do you remember making that report?

A. (Shakes head).

Q. Okay. It is not clear, I should say, from the record,
what happened about that, but the report's there.

Then you talk, in the next paragraph, about
reporting to the police. And you say you didn't do

anything formal at that time, so there was no formal
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LADY SMITH: No, I can well understand that. But it does

look as though it was written down. Now, whether

anything was done about it is another matter, but it was

written down at the time.

MR SHELDON: Well, thank you, my Lady. And I should have

spelled that out, 'Paul', but just, you know, to assure

you,

that,

it is evidence available to us and we can consider

S0 ... anyway.

Thinking then about leaving Cardross, you were then

placed at, I think, a children's home called

Ramsay House. I am not going to go into any detail

about that , EEEUGERENEUUIGHEESGRCRILIELELEEICl

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. You then talk, at page 15, about life after care and you

tell us about some of the jobs that you had. You

drifted from job to job, in your words, and you started

drinking guite a lot of alcohol.

Can you just tell us, please, about that period and

how you were feeling at that time in the wake of your

time
A. Well,

time,

in care?
I was in the second one, it was about leaving

they were going to support me to get a house and
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Q.

No. No.
You tell us, as well -- this is paragraph 87, 'Paul' --
that you still have a feeling of dread when you go

anywhere near RacUSCIWRUISISINEES Cardross, and you have been

diagnosed with depression and anxiety disorder; how is
that? Are you getting treatment for that?

I have had treatment on and off over the years. I am
currently seeing a psychologist. About three weeks ago
she diagnosed me with PTSD.
Okay. Is that going to be part of a programme of
treatment? Are you going to see her again?
Aye, I have been seeing her every two weeks since April
or something.
Okay. Is this through the organisation Open Secret or
is this a separate thing?

Um, no, I think I just -- I can't remember.
All right. Perhaps through your GP?
Aye, because I had went a couple of years ago, but it
was like CBT treatment I was doing. But he recommended
the psychology, and it took quite a few months before

I actually got --

Yes, there is often a long waiting period --
Aye.

-—- for these forms of treatment, unfortunately.

Page 19 of your statement, you say something about
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LADY SMITH: Thank you. 'Paul', let me add my thanks.

A.

Thanks to you for taking the trouble and effort to come
here today to explain things to us in a way that's
really helpful and I now have that in addition to your
written statement. Thank you.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: I am now able to let you go and I hope you have

A.

a safe and relaxing journey home.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: We will take a short break, just now. But,

before I rise, I mentioned |alill 's identity

this morning. He can't be identified outside this room.

Nor can who was mentioned this

afternocon. There was also -- I think it was in
'Joseph's' evidence briefly -- a mention of a boy called
KJA

who was in residential care with him, and of
course, as a child in care, he also has the protection
of my General Restriction Order and can't be identified,
even if somebody thinks they know whowas. So we

will take a short break now and then a read-in?

MR SHELDON: Read-ins, my Lady, yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(3.12 pm)

(A short break)

(3.21 pm)
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by that time, and in those days he says it was 'three
strikes and you're out'. He was put on probation and he
had a probation officer who was his social worker based
in Kirkintilloch. He says he was stealing, but was
doing that to survive because he was hungry.

His grandad died and his gran was also dying, so he
was just left with an alcoholic father. He broke his
probation and he was told he was going to a Remand Home.
At this time he was about 13 years old. He says he was
sent to Bellfield for about three weeks and another
Panel sent him back for another three weeks until
a place became available at St Joseph's, Tranent. He
tells us about his time in Bellfield between paragraphs
10 and 28 of his statement.

I am going to read from paragraph 10.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'I was taken to Bellfield by my probation

officer, David Hunter. It was a big mansion with

a recreation area that was about the size of a tennis
court and there were about thirty boys there. I don't
know who was responsible for the place, but about ten
male staff ran it and one name I recall is Mr
and another is Mr who I remember was
ex-military.

'Mrran the strip down electric shop that
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that was about it. As I said earlier, those that ran
away got a beating and put in the cooler. I had to feed
the boys that were put there, but I wasn't allowed to
speak to them. They could be in there for days and
would only have a mattress to sleep on.

'TI don't recall the names of any of the boys put in
there. The cell was right next to the kitchen, which is
why I was able to see the boys being dragged in there.
They were stripped naked before being beaten by the

staff, who were mainly ex-army and one of those was

'I didn't actually see any of the boys being beaten,
but I saw the boys when I brought their food to them and
I saw their injuries, especially the black eyes. I felt
so sorry for those boys and thought it was terrible the
way they were treated.

'I was taken to a Children's Panel after three weeks
in Bellfield and they sent me back there. After another
three weeks I went back to the Children's Panel and they
said they had found a place for me, which was at
St Joseph's in Tranent.'

He was then sent to St Joseph's, in Tranent, and
talks about that between the paragraphs 30 and &67. He
says he was 13 when he went there and was there for just

over a year. His evidence in relation to St Joseph's
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