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for education. Some of the kids went to that block and
the rest of them stayed in the other room for the day.

At paragraph 58, in relation to leisure, he says:

'The older boys who were about 14, maybe 15, were
allowed to smoke. I was much younger and not allowed to
have a cigarette. I was talking to the boy who hit me
in the jaw and asked him why I was not allowed to have
a cigarette. Another boy told me that Mr would
give me a cigarette. The first boy told me that I had
to be careful of both Mr arld another member of
staff, . He told me that for a cigarette
either one of them would take me out of whatever room
I was in and, for the price of the cigarette, they would
touch me in a sexual manner. I didn't take either of
them up on the offer of cigarettes.

'Later in life I learned that during 1990 to 1985
both of those members of staff were charged for abusing
children in the home, and both and were
quoted as being the staff involwved.'

He then says that, after his time in Bellfield, he
was released back into the care of his mother. He says
it was really only two weeks that he was in there for.
He was back at school, and seemed to be doing well, but
was suspected of smashing windows and cheating on

a test. He started staying away from school, and was
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five of us in each. There was a school in the place and
rooms where they taught us woodwork and metalwork.

'I don't recall anything much happening there. I was
only in Bellfield for less than a year before I was told
I was getting sent to St Ninian's, Falkland.'

He goes on to talk about that experience, and at
St Mary's Kenmure, where he reports being seriously
assaulted by another boy.

He has made the usual declaration, my Lady, and
signed the statement. I am reminded by Ms Forbes,
again, to read in the statement reference, and the

reference is WIT.001.001.4228.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. I think we should stop

then for the morning break and we will start the next

witness, hopefully, at 11.45 am.

(11.26 am)

(A short break)

(11.45 am)

LADY SMITH: Just before I invite Mr Sheldon to introduce

the next witness, I want to remind everybody about the

mentioned them this week. Their identities are covered
by my General Restriction Order and they are not to be
identified outside this room.

Now, Mr Sheldon.
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Is it -- you said it is

It is [erd] yes.

That's the staff member you remember being involved in
that incident with the boy --

Yes.

-- that you saw? But, despite the police becoming
involved, and there being a lot of other children
witnessing this, from what you recall nothing came of
that?

Nothing came of it, no.

And he continued working at Cardross?

Yes.

After that?

Absolutely.

When you talk about these sort of staff restraints and
violent incidents with other children; was that
something that happened on a daily basis?

It happened frequently, is how I would describe it.

I got restrained less often than I did in Sycamore, but
it was definitely much more brutal, the restraint, when
it did happen.

And I think you describe that a bit more at

paragraph 107. You say that whilst it was less
frequent, it lasted longer than it did -- than it had

done at Sycamore and it was more brutal?
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It is recorded again, during this time, during your hair
loss time, that you are still experiencing these night
horrors, as well?

Yes.

So when you say 'Pin Down', is that what you're talking
about, being restricted to the room with nothing in

i ==

Yes, uh-huh.

-- and if anything happens at all, you step out of line,
you are restrained?

Yes.

I think you say, 'Poppy', that it wasn't just you that
it happened to; that you were aware of at least three
other children that it happened to?

Yes, that happened after. Yes, they are the ones

I remember.

You comment there was one boy who was kept in his room
for three weeks?

Yes, he was.

You then go on to tell us about the incident that you
mentioned before, involving and the boy in the
dining room?

That's right.

In relation to reporting anything that was going on,

I think you tell us that there was no one that you could
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visit you and that support that you can turn to?

No.

And the people -- I think you described it as the staff
that were causing these issues are the ones who you are
in Cardross with?

Yes.

And there is nobody independent coming in to check on
you?

No. And even then, it is very difficult to speak to
people, even independently, who come in, because staff
talk amongst themselves. How do you know that someone
coming in saying they are independent, you can trust
them? Because trust isn't a thing you can afford to
have, especially not in a place like Cardross. You
trust nobody. You have no reason to trust anybody.

So did you feel like, if you had said anything, that
anything would have been done about it?

Nothing would have been done about it. Yes, nothing.
And you have told us about the incident involving
and the boy, where the police became involved; from your
point of view nothing was done about that?

No. It made no difference what you said. It made no
difference who you told. Nothing was going to be any
different. That was the way Cardross was run.

You talk about a throughcare worker who was allcocated to
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an individual in Govanhill and that you reported that,
but your dad found out and he battered you; is that
right?
Yes, mm-hm.
You you told your dad what the man had done, but
actually you didn't tell him all of what this guy had
done. So, even though it was you who was being abused,
sexually, you were also being beaten for it?
Yes, it was my fault.
Why was it your fault?
Because in his mind I should have stayed away from where
he was.
But you were just a child.
I think I was 11 or 12.
This individual -- and we can perhaps call him
because he reappears in the story from time to time --
he, I think you say, sexually abused you, really,
throughout your early life?
Yes, mm-hm. Right up until I was an adult.
Yes. And we will perhaps come back to that a little
later.

But you tell us, at paragraph 15 of your statement,
that you were underweight. You kept quiet about the
abuse, because you knew you would get money or shoes:

'T know now that's how he got to me.'
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So was this person, R promising you things,
giving you things?

A. Well, he would buy me, like, food. I wasn't fed very
often. He would buy me food or something new, clothes
or something that I needed. Or give me a fiver or
something.

Q. And I think, later in your statement, you used the word
'grooming'; do you feel now that's what was doing
to you?

A. I only know that now that I am older.

LADY SMITH: 'Margaret', it is not at all unusual for people
only to realise in adulthood, like you =--

A Yes.

LADY SMITH: -- that something that was happening to them
at that age that you were then was actually grooming.

A. ‘Yes.

LADY SMITH: And you probably thought that was just somebody
being nice to you.

A. That's what I did think. I think that's -- when people
said, 'Stay away, from his shop', I thought he was the
only one that cared for me, so ...

LADY SMITH: He took advantage of you.

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: Thank you, my Lady. And he took advantage in
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Wallacewell.

Right. So you report to the social worker and you are

pretty much straight away put into Wallacewell?

No, they put me into a care home in the -- Easterhouse,

first, for the one night.

Right.

And then took me up to Wallacewell the next day.

Okay. You talk a bit about that on page 6 of your

statement, that there was a care home in Easterhouse

that you can't remember the name of?

I can't remember the name.

Okay. And at this stage you think you were about 13 or

147

Mm~=hm.

So this would be about 1986 or so?

Yes.

You talk about your time at Wallacewell then,
I don't want to go into that in any detail.

Lady Smith explained, we are concentrating on this part

of our --

Yes.

and

As

-- case study on particular assessment centres.

Yes.

-- including Cardross, which was the one that you ended

up going to.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Q.

Qs

©

And then they

moved me to Cardross.

Mm-hm. During this time you tell us that there were
more Children's Panels?

Mm—-hm.

And how did you feel those went? I think you felt -- if
I am reading your statement correctly, I think you felt

that they weren't very satisfactory for you?

Well, I mean I just -- my dad was so angry at all the
Panels that we went to, and I was just always -- it was
just a stressful time. It was a scary time to be in the

sSame room.
Your father was always there?
Yes.

All right. Did you have any chance to speak to the
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Panel with your father not there?
A. No.
Q. All right.
A. I was held in a room with my worker until the Panel and

then took away again.

@]

All right.

And did you tell the Panel, or indeed anyone in

soclal services, about ?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. The time comes when you leave Wallacewell and you tell
us -- this is page 15 of your statement, paragraph 79 --
you thought they were going to put you into a place
called Loaningdale; is that right?

A. Well, they took me to Loaningdale, my social worker,

Secondary Institutions - to be published late
econdary Institutions - to be published later So they took me to

Loaningdale. And she left me and went away to do
whatever she was doing. And I says to her, 'Do not

leave me here. You better not leave me here'. She
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It was just the last ditch effort to put me somewhere
that I couldn't run away from and this is somewhere
where all the bad weans went.

You are not then left at Loaningdale and you are back at

Wallacewell for a little while?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

they took me to Cardross.

Right. Was there a Panel before you went to Cardross?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later they took me straight to

Cardross.

Right, okay. Was there a Panel after you arrived at
Cardross?

I don't remember ever going to a Panel from Cardross.
Okay. So, paragraph 85 of your statement, you think you
were 15 when you went to Cardross?

Yes.

Did you know anything about Cardross before you went

there?
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And did he continue to do that?

Yes.

Did the Panel tell you -- because I think it's clear
that the Panel kept you, certainly, in Cardross for some
time?

Mm-hm.

Did they tell you what the reasoning for that was?

No.

Did they tell you anything about it?

No.

Okay. All you knew was you were being kept in?

Mm-hm. I was never, ever told anything and my social
worker never told me anything either. I just went where
I was told to go and ran away when I had the chance.
Okay. I want to ask you now about discipline and,
particularly, about restraint, because you talk about
that quite a bit in your statement. It is paragraph 100
in your statement, if you want to look at it. I think
we really just want to understand how they were using
restraint, in what sorts of situations, and what the

restraints were like; can you tell us about that?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Thinking particularly about Cardross; was it quite

a frequent occurrence to be restrained?

There was a lot of fighting, boys fighting and lassies
fighting, there was a lot of fighting that went on. So
the staff would stop the fights with restraining.

Okay. How did they restrain people? TWhat were the
restraints like?

On the flat, on the ground, with your arms up your back
and sometimes your legs would be folded back, and
somebody would be sitting on you or kneeling on you,
just to hold you down.

Right, so legs folded up towards your bottom; is that
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A.

Qs

Mm-hm.

That's how it works?

Yes.

Okay. This may strike you as being a daft question,
but: were the kids crying out? Were they complaining
about that?

Well, they were going mental. I mean, some of them were
younger than me that got restrained. And when you are
getting restrained it makes you worse, do you know what
I mean, because somebody's holding you. It would make
me worse, anyway. But it does make you worse when
somebody's restraining you, when somebody's holding you
down, so you can't calm down.

How long would these restraints, these holds last?

Just until you stopped shouting --

Okay.

-- and calmed down.

But I think you have told us it is difficult to stop
shouting if you are being held?

Mm-hm, it really is.

So could it take some time for that to happen?

Mm~-hm.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Q.

A.

Okay. Were you restrained in Cardross?

No.

But you saw this happen to other children?

Mm-hm. Being restrained was a normal thing you seen
everywhere.

Would you say it was an everyday kind of event?

Mm-hm. That's how they managed you.

Yes, you tell us, at paragraph 100, that's how they
controlled the situation?

Mm-hm.

So just so that we understand: was this something that
was happening not just because children were
misbehaving, running wild, but just because they
wouldn't do what staff wanted them to do?

If they didn't go to bed and they were causing an uproar
and everybody was Jjoining in or whatever, then it would
be a problem.

Okay. So these are children that are not causing

a danger to anyone?

No, they were just wild. They were just jumping and
laughing, and jumping on the bed and not going to bed,
sneaking out the room and ...

Okay, and not causing a danger to themselves?

No, they were just being pests.
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But I think your time with your father then didn't last
very long and you actually asked to be put back into
care; is that right?

Mm-hm, aye.

Because your dad was still being abusive?

He started locking me in the house.

Yes.

He didn't hit me again, but he started locking me in the

house.
Okay. And was sEill =-
Mm-hm.

-- on the scene?

Yes.
Okay. And he was still abusing you?
Mm—-hm.
And you tell us a bit more about that. You were back in
Wallacewell, I think, for a bit and then you managed to
get a job. But I think by this stage there were drugs;
is that right?
I didn't start taking drugs until I was, um, 19, 20.
Mm-hrm.

If you feel comfortable doing it, could you tell us
a bit about that, about the drugs, about what happened?
Well, my life was obviously turbulent, especially when

I went back home. And I just left my dad's. I had to
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statement. It is paragraph 140, and you say:

'I think when you are younger and you are constantly
being blamed by your family, when you are being abused
and you are going back to the abuser, then it is viewed
as being your fault. That made me feel dirty and
ashamed, but it was not my shame.'

Yes.

Is that how you feel?

Well, when my dad found out that was abusing me,
he took me down to Easterhouse Police Station and he
says to me, 'Tell them, tell them', and I was so scared
that I told them that he had touched my boob, and the
police didn't believe it and sent us away, and that's
when he took me home and battered me. So I think after
that I just kept everything to myself and didn't --
there was no point in telling anybody else after that.
It was always my fault.

I think my granny seen it as my -- I think everybody
in my family seen it as being my fault, because I could
have just not went to see him, you know what I mean?

But I think he was the only person I thought that cared,
and that would be there if I phoned, do you know what

I mean? The only person that I thought I had teo rely on
was my abuser.

Just finally, 'Margaret', obviously we want to be able
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1 to help prevent abuse happening in care, for children in

a)

care; what lessons do you think we can learn from your
3 experiences that might help us do that?

4 A. I think, like, having staff members that cared and that

o could maybe -- I mean, my woman was supposed to be

6 a one-on-one woman for me that I could go to and turn

7 to, that -- I could never do that. So I think kids need
8 somebody that they can go and get a cuddle off and feel
-, a bit of love.

10 Q. Can I just ask you about that? This is your first

11 social worker you are speaking about?

12 A. No.
13 Q. Oh, sorry.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. What do you think would have helped,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Devon and the others stayed in the children's home. So
he says he has no clue why he was sent to the Assessment
Centre. However, we do have records, my Lady --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: -- and we know there were, at that time, some
behaviour issues _ but also that-
-over the age for the children's home. We know from
the records that they were transferred to Cardross Park

LADY SMITH: So he would be 13/14 by then, wouldn't he?

MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: So he was 14, because of his birthday, and his
brother was 10 years old.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.

MS FORBES: So it i1s a little bit older than he thought he

was in his statement.

He says, at paragraph 33, bNR
and also names staff members, ,, Malloch

and . It was mixed boys and girls, with more

boys than girls. The ages were 8/9 years old up to 15,
but the girls were a bit older. There was a time when
his sister came back from Devon and she was put into
Cardross as well, at some point.

So, as he thought then, 'Alex' says as far as he
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at the window of the room we were kept in all day and it
cracked. It was just that toffee glass, so we were able
to push it out and we were all away. I did it because
of the staff.’

He says he_ and his cousin stayed
together, but they all got caught in Helensburgh by the
police and were taken back to Cardross. He says he ran
away a second time on his own, because of the staff
again, and was caught by the police.

At paragraph 53, he says:

'"The police did ask why I was running away, but
I did not tell them.'

In relation to discipline, at paragraph 54, he says:

'When we ran away, the next day the lassies were
brought in and I was put over a table and belted on my
bare arse. I had never seen the belt before or heard of
it. I think the lassies were brought in to humiliate
me. My sister was one of them.'

And he says_had the same the night
before. He says:

Tt was 4 that did it. We got four of the
belt and were marked after. My cousin was moved and

never got the belt. He was a bit older, about 15.°"

LADY SMITH: So that sounds as though the lassies, as he

calls them, the girls, were brought in as observers.
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MS FORBES: Yes. And then he says the second time he ran

away he never got the belt.

At paragraph 55, he says:

'We also got put in the Cooler the first time we ran

away, which was a dark room beside the dining hall with

a leather mattress

in it. There were wee holes drilled

at the top of the door to let light in and we used to

stand on the bed to try and see through them. This was

the main form of discipline in there. You got it for

misbehaving or being cheeky.'

He then has a section about abuse at Cardross Park

from paragraph 56,

'"There was a staff member called

and says:

ILC who once

tried to grab my balls and that was when I was in the

shower room. I did not see him trying this with anyone

else and it happened to me the once with him.

'The worst one

though was the staff member called

, who would flick us on the knob with his nails

when we were naked.
eyes. It happened
seeing us in pain.
a wee guy.'

And names him.

It was sore. We had tears in our

to everycone. I think he just liked

He later got caught sexually abusing
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'It was because of these two staff members that

I ran away. [He goes on] There was also a member of
staff called , who used to ping us with elastic

bands on the legs when we were running about in the
cold. That was sore. When I was in Cardross I started
glue sniffing. I saw a boy doing it in a classroom one
time and asked him what he was doing. After trying it
for the first time, I ended up addicted for about

four years. Everyone was doing it. I don't know if the
staff knew it was going on. I never saw anyone being
pulled for it.'

Then he says he never reported what was happening to
him to the staff at Cardross, because it was the staff
that were doing it. And he doesn't know why he didn't
tell the police.

He thinks he was in Cardross Park for about a year
and a half, but I think we have seen from the records
that those dates are different. He said that he ended

up running away and got put into Bellfield Remand Home.

LADY SMITH: Do you have the date that he left? You gave me

1974, when he went in.

MS FORBES: It was _, I think, of 1974. That's

what was in the records. But then he was moved to

Bellfield at the end of- 1975.

LADY SMITH: Right, so about 1974 to 1975, about a year he
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He then goes on to tell

us about Bellfield. Again,

he describes it being an old mansion on the top of a wee

hill.

room with the dorms being up the stairs.

Again, there is a reception room and a television

He says that

it had the same layout as every other place, really.

At 63, he says:

'T am sure it was a guy, who .

He was in a car accident and always had a wee ball in

his hand to exercise it. I

and Mr Malloch.

also remember AL

I was in Barlinnie Prison later on and

Mr Malloch was a prisoner there, too, so I don't know

what he got up to.'

He says it was all boys

ages of 12 and 16 years old.

day he was shown around and
and 'vou weren't allowed to
In relation to routine,
'It was the same again,

TV room for the day.'

in Bellfield, between the
He says that on his first

then put into the TV room

move around in there'.

at paragraph 66, he says:

really, meals and into the

If it was nice day, they would be able to get out

into the tennis court.

and watched television. At

the same.

In the evenings they just sat

the weekends it was exactly

At paragraph 69, he said clothes were provided.

There was no uniform, but you had a number on your
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clothes. So, after it was washed, you got it back.

At paragraph 70, he says:

'There was a tennis court. They used to lock us in
during the day. If you wanted to get out, you had to
climb over it. It was more or less the same as
everywhere else.'

In relation to running away, at paragraph 73, he
says:

'TI ran away once from Bellfield because of the
staff. It was me and another guy from Cumbernauld [and
he names him]. We didn't get out of Dumbarton and the
police caught us and took us back to Bellfield. Nothing
happened, we just got put back in the television room.
We did get asked why we ran away, but I did not tell
anyone. You would get a cuff on the lug if you were
cheeky or didn't do what you were told. All the staff
would do it. They also had a wee Digger that you were
put in if you ran away. I was never put in there. It
was like an isolation room with only a bed in it and you
were in there on your own for days.'

In relation to abuse, at paragraph 75 he says:

'One time I was through the back at the toilet and

came through and tried to touch my balls

and masturbate me. I managed to get him away from me

and said no, it wasn't happening. I was crying because
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of that, but I didn't tell anyone. I was asked by other
staff why I was crying, but I just couldn't say
anything. It was embarrassing. was

a staff member and a wee, fat baldy guy with gold rimmed
glasses. It just happened that one time. I don't have
a clue if it happened to anyone else.'

'Alex' then says he thinks he was in Bellfield for
five or six months. But, actually, we can see from the
records it was two months he was there. He says:

'It was just a shite hole. I don't know why I was
moved from there. There was no Panel or anything and
I hadn't done anything wrong.'

I think, my Lady, he was there waiting for a place
at a List D School and then he was moved to Kibble. The
records show he was moved to Kibble on- 1975;
so, by then, he was 15.

He tells us about Kibble, from paragraph 77. He
says there was no abuse there and he was there for
two years and was released from there a month after his
16th birthday. His mum said she wanted him home and
they said he was 16 now, 'so take him'. So he went up
to his brother's house in Cumbernauld and says: 'it felt
brilliant'. 'Alex' says, at paragraph 79:

'It wasn't until I got out of approved schools that

I started getting into trouble.’

188















10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

'We were taken upstairs and shown where we would be
sleeping. We all slept in dorms, but I can't remember
exactly how many there were. There were around 7 or 8
kids to a dorm. In each of the dorms were the beds,
some lockers and a pot in the middle of the floor which
we used to pee in during the night because the dorm
doors used to be locked. I remember the pot always
smelled like disinfectant.

'I don't remember much about the morning routine.

I assume we got up, dressed and went to school. After
school, we would be locked in the playroom, let out for
dinner, then locked in the playroom again, until it was
time to go upstairs. We went upstairs around 7.30 or
8.00 pm. We had to strip off in our dorms, fold our
clothes and put them in the lockers. We were then
walked along the corridor to the shower room to wash
before bed.

'A member of staff called Mrwould supervise
the showers and he would come up and flick your willy
with the back of his hand. He cbviously found it funny
and would just laugh, but it was actually quite sore.

'"The food at Cardross was fine. We were well fed.

Mr Davis was the main cook. He was a wee guy with white

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

hair. They

would try to make me eat my cooked vegetables. 1If
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Sunday night:

'It was excellent getting to go home to stay with my
mum. '

Reading short to paragraph 34:

'There wasn't much in the way of discipline at
Cardross. The staff just let the boys fight and bully
each other. There was fighting every day about
anything, like what was on the TV or what seat someone
was sitting in. If the staff heard a fight, they would
come in and break it up. But then there was the odd
member of staff who would just stand there saying we
should just fight it out. Mr Malloch was one of the
members of staff who would do that. I think he was in
his late 40s and I remember he played the banjo.

'I ran away from Cardross once. I didn't know where
I was running to and nothing specific happened to make
me run away. I got to Helensburgh and ended up handing
myself in to the police. I got put in the Cooler
overnight when I got back.

'While I was Cardross, I witnessed another boy being
sexually abused by a member of staff. One Saturday
morning, a member of staff called Mr asked five of
us if we wanted to play hide and seek. He told us that
we weren't allowed to hide upstairs because it was out

of bounds. I was seeking and I found everyone, apart
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from a boy [who he names] and Mr . I knew that
place like the back of my hand, but I couldn't find
them. So I thought they must have gone upstairs to
hide. I went upstairs and went into our dorm. I could
see, in the back left corner, that someone was
underneath the covers of the bed. I remember I laughed
because I thought I had found them. I sneaked up
towards the bed and pulled the cover off. The boy [who
he has mentioned] and Mrwere under the cover.
Mr jumped up and started pulling his trousers up.
I have a vague memory of seeing blood. The boy was just
lying there on his bed on his belly. He looked upset.
I can't remember if he had trousers on or not. I walked
out of the dorm, and the next thing I knew I was giving
evidence in Dumbarton Sheriff Court. I don't know who
reported what had happened. A member of staff from
Cardross [who he names] drove me to court. I think
I was 10 at the time. The boy [who he has mentioned as
the possible victim of this] was a year older than me.
I remember standing in court and having to point to
Mr and a member of staff told me that Mr
got a two-year sentence for that.'

He describes Mr , and he says:

'Another member of staff I remember is Mr,

the night watchman. He would come into the dorm at
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night. He would put his hand under my covers and rub my
private parts. He would say he was checking to see if

I had wet the bed, but I wasn't a bed wetter. He also
took me to the toilet in the middle of the night. It
was usually only bed wetters who were taken to the
toilet during the night. I was half asleep and I didn't
need the toilet. While we were in the toilet and I was
trying to pee, Mr tried to hold my willy. That

happened two or three times.'

Again, he describes Mr . On another occasion,
he took some boys to his brother's house, Mr did,

to watch a football match, but he doesn't remember
anything bad happening there.

He says:

'I hated being at Cardross. It was an Assessment
Centre and most of the kids were there because they had
been in trouble. Some were going to Children's Panels,
some were going to court. Most of them were only there
for five or six weeks. I had no idea why I was there.'

He was there, he says, for about two years, although
I think it is probably less than that, my Lady. It is
probably about a year, and:

'T had no idea why because I hadn't done anything
wrong and no one ever explained this to me. I didn't

see a social worker the entire time I was in Cardross.
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on to the SPS establishments.
I think I can leave it there, my Lady. Just to say
that he has made the usual declaration and signed the

statement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MR SHELDON: I am sorry, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: And the reference?

MR SHELDON: I seem to have a mental blank about that,

today, my Lady. It is WIT-1-000001039.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. While you are changing over, just

let me catch up with names, because we have used quite
a number. These are the names of people whose
identities are all protected by my General Restriction

Order and mustn't be identified as referred to in our

evidence outside this room, and that' 5
Mr Malloch, and a Mr .

Yes, Ms Forbes.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the next read-in is from an applicant

who 1s anonymous and known as 'Peter'. His evidence was
read in during the De La Salle Chapter on 25 April 2024,
and that was Day 439. His statement reference is

WIT.001.002.7258.
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paragraph 27.

a variety of clothes,

He says when he got there he was

including rubber sandals.

given

He

talks about being shown to a dorm with eight to ten beds

and lockers.

The beds were all nicely done and

he was

immediately worried because he was still wetting the bed

and was concerned about ruining it.

He describes downstairs in the home having a room

for the boys and a room for the girls.

At paragraph 28,

1 SNR

he says:

was Mr, a big

tall man, and other staff he recalls are Mr

Mr Davis,
lovely woman.

when he went down to get breakfast,

amazing,

cutlery for everyone and the food was good.

never seen anything like it.

all the places were set and there was

Mr Blue and Mrs McColl,

who he says was a

He says he remembers the first morning

and it looked

He had

The boys and girls in Cardross were kept separate in

general, but there were more boys than girls.

LADY SMITH:

Cardross;

MS FORBES:

Lady, unfortunately,

He thinks he was about 9 when he went to

is he right about that?

I don't think we have records about his time,

guite young.

LADY SMITH:

Yes,

thank you.

203
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for about three weeks, but he ended up being there for
about a year.

He then talks about the routine. Again, this is
similar to what we have heard, this straightforward
routine that never changed. In between meals they would
be in a big room.

However, he does say, at paragraph 31, that after
breakfast there were various tasks to do and his job was
to clean Mr 's office. Apart from that, they would
be in this big room.

He says, at paragraph 33, the weekends were
basically the same, with a couple of exceptions. On
a Saturday they could go down to the local shop, where
they could spend their pocket money. However, he goes
on to say:

'"The other thing about Saturday was that the staff
would organise boxing matches between any of us they had
caught fighting. All the boys and some of the staff
would be present during these boxing matches, which tock
place on a carpet in the big room. The thing about it
was that whoever won the boxing got the loser's pocket

money. And:
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fights got the loser's pocket money.

'"There could be several of these bouts on
a Saturday. The girls weren't allowed to watch them,
but all the boys and some of the staff did. I didn't
fight every week, but there were fights every week.

'Tt was bare knuckle fighting. There were no gloves
or head protection and no rules. There were lots of
black eyes and the odd broken nose, but nobody was ever
taken to hospital.

'On one occasion an older boy [he names him] came up

to me and said "You clean Mr 's office don't you?

I want you to do me a favour. There's ten cigarettes in
it for you". Cigarettes were the currency we used. He
added "I want you to steal a key for me".

'I got the key for him and later that night I was in
bed and thought I saw an angel. 1In fact it was a girl
running across the mantelpiece. When I woke up in the
morning, all the older boys had girls in their beds. It
turned out the key I had stolen was for the girls' dorm.

I was given six of the belt by Mr S for stealing the

key.'

If I could just pause there, my Lady, to say that we
do actually have a record of the boy we are referring to
being suspected of stealing a key to -- and having the

key to the girls' dorm at that time.
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LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: He goes on to say:

'When you were given the belt it was always by
Mr . You had to bend over a chair and he hit you
on your bottom owver your trousers.

'TI once took an illness. I think it was flu.

Mr was, to me, a big guy. He came into the dorm,
picked me up and wrapped me in a blanket. He then
carried me downstairs to a room where there was a fire.
Mrs McColl was in the room.

'I think it was only because Mrs McColl was in the
room that didn't sexually abuse me. I heard from
others that he sexually abused some of the other boys.

I recall at the time that I thought it was a nice thing
to do, but I was only 9 years old. Looking back as
an adult, I suspect he had ulterior motives.

'There was another occasion during the summer of
1974, when the World Cup was taking place in Germany.
It was a lovely sunny day and me and four others were
taken by car to‘s house. I can't recall who
drove us there.

' had a colour television and it was the first
time I had ever seen one. I sat and watched the TV.
Nothing happened to me, but I look back and can't help

but wonder if me and the other boys were getting
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with, but he comments, at paragraph 79:

'Mind you, at least he let us wear boxing gloves and
it wasn't bare knuckle fighting the way it was at
Cardross. My uncle was a fearsome man.'

He doesn't recall how he came to leave his uncle's
home, but he went back to his mum's in Paisley for
a short time and was then placed in a boarding school in
Newton Stewart and was there for about two years, from
about 1976/77 to 1978. And he talks about that from
paragraph 81 in his statement.

He does talk about running away from there a couple
of times. He says that there was physical assault,
inappropriate conduct and unfair corporal punishment.

He says that he was then moved after that to -- after
reporting one of the members of staff, he was moved
a few days later by a social worker and was taken to
a children's home in Bridge of Weir. That was 1977 orx

1978. He says he was 13 or 14 at the time. Then he

tells us about that from paragraph 115 onward.
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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2 Secondary Institutions - to be published later That  Lad
3 to him leaving the children's home and he was taken to
4 Geilsland. That evidence was read in during the

o CrossReach Chapter on 25 April 2024, and that was

6 Day 439.

7 He says he was 14 years of age when he went there.
8 He talks about that from paragraph 144 onwards.

9 In relation to that, then, he says that the

10 discipline at Geilsland was harsh and he says that the
11 film '"Scum' was a good representation of what Geilsland
12 was like and that he learned that on his first day

13 there.

14 He at one stage, then, had managed to stay out of
15 trouble and was moved into what he calls the Chapel

16 Cottage at Geilsland, where he stayed on his own for
17 a time, living independently. Then he goes on from

18 paragraph 194 to talk about that. Again, that was all
19 read in during that chapter.

20 LADY SMITH: Yes, I remember that.

21 MS FORBES: In relation to leaving Geilsland, he talks about

22 that from paragraph 206 onwards. He said he left when
23 he was 16 and he went to his mum's house, but she had
24 left and it was just his l1l7-year old brother that was
25 there. He decided to stay with his brother.
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then got a job cutting grass for the Council. Later
they got a three bedroomed house in Kilbirnie where he
stayed for 21 years, and there was, I think, another --
altogether with his wife, he later had three children.
So I think it was two daughters and a son, my Lady, but
at least two daughters, in any event. He said that when
he became a father it was important for him to break the
cycle of a child in care, and he is proud of how his
kids turned out. Again, all this was read in, I think,
from 226 onward, read in verbatim.

He does talk about at Geilsland
giving him a reference to get a placement and he was
able to do that and he worked as a caretaker for
a building. That was in, ves, Kilbirnie. He said that
he got offered a job then_and took it on,
the night shift, and he worked there for nine years,
with juvenile offenders as a residential care officer.
He set up a football club for under-privileged boys. He
does say, though, that job ended up being detrimental to
his health and he ended up being what they called
'contaminated', because he was working with sexual
offenders and that led to him being overprotective of
his own kids.

He said his marriage broke up in 2000 and he

developed mental health problems. He said he always had
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