Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GPE

Support person present: Yes

My name is [ Vv cate of birth is | lll966. My contact details are

known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in Glasgow and brought up in Lennoxtown. [ initially stayed with my father

- mother- my older brother-and younger sister-

My family life was not great at home as my father was a violent man, whether sober
or drunk. It was a regular occurrence for my mother, myself and my younger sister
I (< b beaten by my father. My brother[Jlwas hit much less, perhaps because
he was older. My father never accepted that | was his son and that was just one reason
for him hitting me.

The police were at our house on many occasions. | can recall one incident after my
father had beaten my mother and we all left the house. We were walking about the
streets with mum only dressed in her nightie and blood streaming down her face. The
police found us and the only thing they did was to take us back to the house and back
to my father. They never did anything to help us. This was the typical result of mum
phoning them for help. In the end she stopped calling them and had to just take the
beatings.
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Routine at Cardross Assessment Centre, Dumbartonshire
First day

When | first arrived at Cardross | saw that it was a two storey building. When | went
inside | could see that the windows only opened a little way to allow air into the home.
There was a bar across the bottom of the window stopping it from opening all the way.
| later realised this was to stop people climbing out and running away. The doors in

the home were not locked.

| met the man [ of the place, The only other people | can

remember at the home were Mr member of staff. He was a really heavy built guy
and in his forties. There was the PE Teacher, who we nicknamed il after the
cartoon character. There was also Rita, who was a member of staff and lived in a
house— Rita was a kind person and the only one that was
nice to me during my time there. She was so nice that if you ever did anything wrong
in front of her you would have felt embarrassed. If she was still alive today | would like
to thank her.

| was also shown to the house where | first stayed which was called Loch Lomond.
There were two other houses, Cameron and another one that | cannot remember the

name of.

In each of the houses there were four rooms with space for eight boys in each. Myself
and the other boys were moved from house to house during our stay at Cardross.
There was a lot of movement of people arriving and then leaving to go home, being
fostered or adopted and some being transferred to List D homes like Geilsland.

Mornings and bedtime

In the mornings | think we were woken about eight thirty and would get washed,
dressed, carry out some chores and then down for breakfast about ten o’clock. These
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Sibling contact

After my sister was placed into care and when | would ask the staff if they could fix up
a visit with her they just kept blocking me. | am not sure why as by that time she was

living with my aunt.
Family contact

There was one day when | was sitting in the class room when | looked out of the
window to see my brother arriving at the school. A short time later he was walking
back out, obviously having been refused access to me. | asked the teacher if | could
go and see him. He told me that | was not allowed as it was lesson time. | told the PE
teacher, |G} he was being unfair as my brother had travelled all the way from
Glasgow to see me and it was only ten minutes before there was a break. | then ran
out of the class and joined my brother and absconded. When | eventually went back
to Cardross | was given a punch by il

| never had any weekend leave as | had no family that | could stay with. | spent the
weekends with some others in a similar situation, at the home.

Personal possessions

| never had any personal possessions other than my clothes. Some of the other kids
might have things like a stereo, but | had nothing. | was never jealous of them.

Running away

| would run out of the home at least four or five days most weeks. | would just go back
to Lennoxtown and try to see my mum in her new house. Even if | saw her | was not
welcome there because of her new partner. Sometimes if | was able to see mum it
was not long before they had phoned the police. Sometimes they caught me at the

house and other times | was able to get out the door again. | can remember one time
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Mr[EEll staff member, would call me “piss the bed” at any opportunity he could. He
would also encourage some of the other kids in the home to call me names for wetting
the bed.

Abuse at Cardross Assessment Centre, Dumbartonshire

the PE Teacher, was not the only person who hit me. Mr Gl M
SHR would also punch me to the head for doing something wrong in his eyes.

Whenever he or any teacher hit me | would tell them to bring it on as | was used to
being punched by my father and they could not hurt me like he did. MrSSSIIIRwould
usually pick places like my arms or stomach to hit me as well as the head. They were
all places that never showed any bruising visible to anyone else.

Along with those two staff there was also Mr[jil} member of staff. If he thought you
did anything wrong then he would also slap you on the side of the head.

Reporting of abuse at Cardross Assessment Centre, Dumbartonshire

There was never anyone that | was aware of that | could report anything to. | did not
even recognise it as abuse at that time as it was something | was used to happening

from my own house.

Leaving Cardross Assessment Centre, Dumbartonshire

One day | was told that Mr McLaughlin, my probation officer, was coming to the home
as | was being moved to another placement. | asked why | was leaving and the only
thing they would tell me was that | could not stay at Cardross forever. | asked if | could
go and stay with my mum but was told that was not an option. When Mr McLaughlin
arrived | was driven to Redheugh Adolescent Centre in Kilbirnie.



Redheugh Adolescent Centre, Kilbirnie
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Leaving Redheugh Adolescent Centre, Kilbirnie

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Life after being in care

70.  When | left the care system | moved in with my mum and her new German husband.
That did not last long as he did not like me. | was kicked out of the house and ended
up on the street and homeless. | ended up mixing with people who persuaded me to
join them in taking drugs and ended being addicted to heroin. | did not know that |

could have contacted Redheugh who would probably have given me some help.

71. |lived on the street for about the next seven years. | was mixing with all sorts of people
on the streets. | even got paid for helping the street prostitutes. | would be asked to
keep a note of the registration of any cars they went away in. If they were not back
within a certain period | would contact the police. This was around a time when some

of those girls were being attacked and others killed.

72.  As aresult of my drug addiction | ended up in many prisons in Scotland and England.
They included Barlinnie, Strangeways and Peterhead along with others. During this
period the unemployment people classed me as a transient and | would sign on at
many different offices. | ended up living on the streets in London before heading back
to Scotland.

73. | was then given some help from the Simon Community who helped people living on
the streets. Each day they would provide us with sandwiches. There was a girl who
was working with them who spoke to me a lot. One day she told me she was going
home to Northern Ireland and asked if | wanted to come with her. She helped me get
a flat in Portrush. She moved on and was still helping people throughout the world
including Africa.
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Other information

| hope people can come to the Inquiry and get all the bad thoughts out of their head.
Hopefully by coming forward it will encourage others to do the same and they might
get some relief from it.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GPE
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