Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes

My name is (RN MV date of birth is | N 970. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Glasgow and after that we lived in various addresses in the Dennistoun
area. At the start | lived with my mum and dad and my older sister. My mum is called

B -« vy dad’s name was [l and my sister is called R My sister

is three years older than me.

Growing up | was going to Garrowhill primary school. To me, everything at home was
alright until my dad left when he and my mum split up. | think | was nine or ten when
that happened. | don’t remember what life was like after he left untii my mum got a
new boyfriend and that was when things started to go wrong. | didn’t get on with him.
His name was || | would fight and argue with my sister all the time. He
would keep me in all the time and | was always grounded.

One time he said I'd taken money out of his pocket and | remember-was at
the sink doing the dishes and she stuck up for me. | don’t know how she knew | hadn’t
been near the cupboard that morning, but she was saying | hadn’t done it to the point
that- ran out of the house. Then-did the smart thing and went out of
the house and ran round the back and he ran out after her, but he went to the front

when she was hiding round the back. The whole place was in uproar, my aunties were
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back round to his house and | remember her and my dad agreeing | would go into
care. | kept saying “I'm not staying here” because | thought he was going to kill me. |
was young and | didn’t think and | just thought I'd be in there for a week then my dad
would come and get me. It never happened. Basically, | put myself into care. | didn’t
know what care was. | always remember the social worker's name was Haze! |Jjjjjj

_ She worked at Govan town hall.

10. | remember sitting in my dad’s living room with the two of them and | don’t remember
anything else until | was actually in Park Lodge. | don’t remember anyone taking me

there. | just remember being in there.
Park Lodge children’s home, Calderwood Road, Newlands, Glasgow
11. I think | was twelve years old when | went into Park Lodge. It felt like | was in there for

a lifetime, but | think | was in there for just a few months. Maybe six months at the

most.
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Leaving Park Lodge

47. Secondary Institutions - to be published later | don’t know how | gOt to Cardross.

It was an assessment centre. | don’t remember actually leaving Park Lodge. | don’t
remember going to any children’s panel before | went into Cardross.

Cardross Assessment Centre, Cardross

48. I'm not sure if | was still twelve or if | was thirteen by this time. When | went there |
remember someone saying | was there to get a three week assessment. | remember
kicking up a stink regularly because | was well passed the three weeks. It could have
been two months or it could have been six months. | wasn't in there, or anywhere else,
as long as a year. | just wanted to get away from the place and couldn’t understand
why | was still there. They must have been waiting for a place for me somewhere else

but | didn’t see that at the time. | wasn't aware of any assessment being done on me.

49. It was a horrible place. | don't remember much about inside of the place. | remember
there being a big square room and the bedrooms that | was in were at the side of it or
round it. Upstairs there was a staff office and bedrooms. My first bedroom was a single

room, but | don’t know if all the rooms were singles.

50. We used to give each other a fright because you could hear footsteps in the toilet so
everybody used to say the toilet was haunted. As you walked in, |
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55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

Mealtimes / Food

| don’t remember eating meals in Cardross.

School

When | was in Cardross | would have been going to school. That might have only been
a handful of times. | remember there were other children being in the classroom with
me, but | can’t remember if they were the same age as me. | can’'t remember if there

were boys in the class with me.

The main problem for me was the school wasn’t connected. The house was in a
Rt L It was within the grounds of Cardross. | think it

used to be the assessment centre, but it was closed down and they built a new place

separate building
where | was placed. Then the old assessment centre became the school.

| remember being up in a classroom and being taught two and two is four and thinking
this was just like being in a primary school. All my education was nothing. | don’t know
if they thought that because you were in these places you were stupid. You didn’t get
school work for your own age group.

Work/chores

| don'’t recall having any work or chores to do.

Trips / Holidays

| remember one time being happy. We were in a minibus and we were maybe going
swimming. | remember once a or twice being taken out in a minibus.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

It wasn't like any of the other places | was in. Nobody was slapped that | ever saw and
nobody was shouted at.

From the day | went in, there was a man there and his name might have been Mr
or Dr He was fantastic and the first person in my whole life to take the
time to sit me down and ask me why | was running away. He asked why did | kick off
in the classroom. | didn’t see him talking with a lot of other people. That might be
because they didn’t have the problems that | had.

You needed points and | think you got so many points and if you did something wrong
then points would be taken off you. You'd need a certain amount to go home at
weekend. | didn’t have anywhere to go and | wasn't going home at the weekend so |

had no incentive to be on my best behaviour.

That man was fantastic with me and I'd love to meet him again. He reminded me bf
my dad with the same colour of hair. He was the one who came to get me when we
were told the place was closing down and everybody was jumping about being all
happy, but | was crying at the thought of having to leave somewhere where people
actually cared.

I < cooks used to bring me, because | had eczema,

all the simple stuff for my bath that didn’t have perfume. | sat with the kitchen staff
during the daytime. In my experience | never saw anything bad happen to anyone in
there. The residents always seemed fine and nobody seemed miserable in there.

Routine at Dr Guthrie’s
First day
| think there was a unit down the stairs. | remember going in there on the first day and

they said you can just sit in their sitting area because everyone was away ice skating.
They were delayed in coming back as somebody had an accident on the ice. Then
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103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

Running away

When | left Dr Guthrie’s | didn't really run away from there. | was away all the time but
it was just because people in there would say ‘come with us this weekend’ and I'd just
go with them. Police were bringing me back, but nine times out of ten | came back
myself on the Sunday when everyone else was coming back.

| remember leaving them one time and | remember getting drunk and | went back to
Cardross. | think everything was playing on me and when | got a drink in me | headed
back there and | remember throwing bottles up at their windows and just shouting
abuse. | remember people at the windows shouting back and encouraging me on. The
police came to get me and took me back to Dr Guthrie’s. | think | went back to Cardross
because of what happened to me when | was there. | wanted to blame somebody so

| went back when | was drunk.
Discipline

| was a wee tearaway and | never got shouted at or anything. | never saw or heard

anything bad happening to anyone else.

Leaving Dr Guthrie’s

When Dr Guthrie’s was shutting down they came to tell us. | got so upset. MriSl

came over to me and took me out of the dining room to talk to me as | was so upset.

He tod me 1 b [ - | 25 scbbing

Everyone was going home and they were nearly sixteen. | didn't have anywhere to go
to for weekend leave. | remember most of the children were about to turn sixteen and

| wasn't yet sixteen. | stayed in Dr Guthrie’s for_after they told us

t was closino [

which was a place called Snowdon.
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108. 1 don't remember physically leaving Dr Guthrie’'s and going to Snowdon. | don'’t
remember who took me or packing any clothes. | wore brown sandals that people
called Jesus sandals. | can’t picture having shoes or clothes in my wardrobe in my
bedroom. | remember being sat down to be told where | was going next, but | can't

remember who told me.

Snowdon, Stirling

109. | must have been still aged fifteen when | went to Snowdon. | was in there until | was
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sixteen,
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110.

111.

112.
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113.

114.

1185,

116
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122.

123.

Leaving Snowdon
124. |had to leave Snowdon as | was turning sixteen and | went to stay all the week at Alva

children’s home.

Alva children’s home, Pollock, Glasgow
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125.

126.
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134.

135.

136.

137.

138.
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Leaving Alva children’s home

| wasn’t in there as long as a year. | left when | got my first flat.

Life after being in care

| got my first home in Ibrox at sixteen or seventeen. That meant | left the care system.
My life’s been worse since | left care than when | was in it. When stuff was happening
in care | could just go out of the front door and get away. | think now that | went down
the wrong road. | don’t know if that's just me anyway or if it was because of the stuff
that happened to me. Through lockdown | decided I'd had enough of fighting with the
thoughts in my head. | wanted to feel normal. | sent a message to my sister’s partner,
- as he’s a policeman and | tried to tell him about the abuse without being obvious

about it.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

asked him if | got to the police can | speak to a lady. | thought he might have guessed

why | wanted to make a statement.
Now | live with six dogs in the house and | have to get up every day for them. They

need to go out and they need to be fed. If | don’t need to go out of the house | don't. |
prefer to stay inside with the doors locked and I'm in with my animals.
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148.

149.

150.

151.

if | felt suicidal. That feels pointless for someone who can'’t deal with people on the

phone.

| feel anger that someone could treat me the way they did when | was in care. As the
years pass | feel angry that nobody’s going to be brought to justice for what happened.
| can’t remember what they looked like so nobody’s going to pay for it. The anger gets
to the point | hardly even speak to anybody. | feel like its ruined my life more now than
it did back then. I've just been so angry at the whole world.

Reporting of Abuse

I've not made any formal report of abuse to the police since leaving care. | had thought
about going to London Road police station to ask who | would speak to about my

experience of care. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Then my sister told me she'd contacted the Inquiry on my behalf. | was worried about
making a report because | was embarrassed to talk about things I'd kept hidden for
forty years and now | feel I'm not just telling one or two people. I've had to mention a
wee bit to my work and a wee bit to my supervisor and | was getting panicky because
| thought too many people had got to know. | feel ashamed of what happened to me
and where it happened. I've always assumed nobody would believe me anyway.

Records

I've not seen my records for my time in care. My sister has made enquiries about how
| would go about obtaining my records and | know | would have to supply a form of
photo id. I've not done it, but might do in the future. | would like to see them because

| have so many missing gaps like I'm not sure what age | was when | went into care.
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Lessons to be Learned

152. Just about everything about my time in care needs to change. | don’t know what the
care system is like now. People should be checked before they go to work in these

places. | have to be checked for my job in a hospital.

163. Who would you go to talk to at that age, when you're a twelve or thirteen year old in a

Secondary Institutions - to be published later My way of dealing with things was to run away

all the time. Even when | was brought back | knew | could just run away again. The
staff should be talking to someone who is running away that much. Nobody talked to
me about it until that nice man at Dr Guthrie’s asked me why | was running away.

154. Secondary Institutions - to be published later | don't

remember seeing one through my time in Cardross. | can't think of any social worker

in Dr Guthrie's. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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| don't know if social workers have been

there and | don’t remember, but people’s social workers need to come to see them.

Hopes for the Inquiry

155. I'd like somebody to pay for what they’ve done to me, but it happened a long time ago
and it's probably not going to happen. That's how what makes me angry. I'm not so

much upset any more, I'm angry. I'm angry that | didn't talk up at the time.
156. | hope that I'll feel better for having given this statement to the Inquiry and it's time for

me to have the life | should have had forty years ago. It might not help, but I'm hoping
so. | hope | might be able to get some counselling now. | don't think it's going to help
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anyone else now giving my statement because it was a long time ago and these people

might not even be alive now.

Other information

157. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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