Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KCX

Support person present: No.

My name is My date of birth is | IS 1966. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born just outside Paisley. My parents were | |  EIIEEN 2~ NG

or I and | have three older brothers and two sisters, although my sisters are
dead now. My oldest brother is Il and he is about twenty years older than me. He
had a different father to me and the rest of us. After i} is NIl who is about
twelve years older, []]fll who is about eight years older, i who is six years
older than me and then ||} who is six years younger.

When | was about two years old, my father got a job at the Vauxhall factory in Luton.
He got a council house down there and the whole lot of us moved with him, the only
one who stayed was|i] | started in the junior school there and my other brothers
and sister Il went to the local high school. We lived in Luton for about ten years
until, when | was almost twelve, my father took a heart attack.

My dad died and my mum was given an insurance policy by Vauxhall of £52,000,
which in 1978 was a lot of money. My mother was only in her forties and after losing
her husband at such a young age she turned to alcohol and eventually paralysed
herself from the waist down. She ended up being in hospital for six months.
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| had my fourteenth birthday while | was in Newfield. Mum and my partner [l who
I'm still with, actually came to see me there on my birthday and brought a cake for me.
Mum must have arranged it before and they were brought in and allowed to spend
time with me in the dining room. While we were in there the staff brought us plates for

the cake and left us alone for a while.

After about six weeks at Newfield Assessment Centre it was decided that | should go
to Neil Street Children’s Home in Greenock.

Neil Street Children’s Home, Greenock

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

The panel decided that | should be sent to St Andrew’s List D School at Shandon and
that | would be in there until | was sixteen. St Andrew’s was where my nightmare

began.
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| found out later on that St Andrew’s was owned by the Catholic Church, but it wasn't
run by monks. | can’t remember the name of G but his nickname was

S . because of his big eyes. We had nicknames for everybody.

was called [ESHIEN o Bl or something like that. He was a big,

strapping man, with giant hands.

There were three staff for each of the two units, but they worked shifts so that there
was always two on during the day as well as another member of staff at night. | don’t
know if the member of staff on duty at night stayed in each unit, or if they patrolled all

three units.

KCR was the top man, the housemaster, of Douglas Unit and the staff were a
woman called Ann or Anna, who was only in her late twenties and foreign, and a man
called They were the three that dealt with me in Douglas Unit and who had the

most access to me.

There were two or three teachers in the school and there were also teachers that ran
the workshops for engineering and carpentry and also one for the gardens. There was
a chef in the main kitchen in Shandon House who prepared the food for all the boys
and his wife was the Matron and she did the laundry.

It was all boys at St Andrew’s, probably around sixty or seventy, ranging in age from
about eleven to sixteen. In Douglas Unit there were about twenty-five boys and that
was probably much the same in the other units.

There were some good times at St Andrew’s. | was in the football team and | enjoyed
that, but on the whole | would describe my time at St Andrew’s as pure hell.
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| never went for any more Children’s Panels after the one before | was sent to St
Andrew’s. Once | was in there, that was it. | knew | was there until | turned sixteen.

External Inspections

If anybody came in to inspect St Andrew’s, | never saw them. Certainly nobody spoke

to me to ask how | was getting on.
Family contact

We weren't allowed to phone home, however most boys went home for the weekend
every six weeks and we were encouraged to write to our families. The whole school
used to shut down every six weeks and everybody went home, only the boys who had
nowhere to go were left behind. | couldn’t go home to my mum and any contact with

her was through Jan, who passed anything on between us.

| could have gone to my brother [JJlif's, but | was a problem [l didn’t need and,
although my social worker Jan did go and speak to him, at first he said that it wasn’t
possible. [l had been married and had a little boy who was six months old when
his wife died suddenly of a brain haemorrhage, so il had his own issues to deal
with.

Eventually, a few months down the line, the matron told me to write to [Jjjjijso ! did.
| gave the letter to the housemaster of Douglas, which he read, put a
stamp on and deducted the money for the stamp from my allowance. [l stood up
to the mark and agreed and the school and the social work passed it for me to go.
I didn't take any nonsense and told me that if | got up to anything he would stop
the home visits, however it was good to get out so | behaved myself.

A bus used to take us from the school on a Friday afternoon to Buchanan Street bus
station. We were dropped off there and had to make our way to wherever our families
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were and then we had to make our way back to Buchanan Street on a Sunday
afternoon to be bused back to the school.

Discipline

The only discipline was physical punishment. They didn’t stop your money and there
was no point in grounding us because we never got out anyway. | suppose they could
give you more chores like scrubbing the floor with the heavy polisher, but mainly they
hit us.

Running away

There was a thing called ‘boys response’ if you went on home leave and didn’'t come
back. | always came back from home leave, but if a boy didn’t, the rest of the boys in
their unit wouldn’t get their next home leave and that meant you would be in trouble

with them.

After I'd been at St Andrew's for about six months, | ran away with another boy called
- We were caught by the police about four hours later on the railway line near to
Helensburgh and taken back. We were taken up to SN s office and [}
went in before me, while | had to stay outside. | could hear him squealing like a pig

before he came out and | was taken in.

| was caned by EXSNEEG"c Bl c'd my hands and | was told that

no matter how many times | ran away, | would be brought back. They told me | was
going nowhere and that | would be staying at St Andrew’s until | was sixteen.

Bed Wetting
After | had been at St Andrew’s for about six months | started wetting my bed regularly.

| wasn't allowed to shower and as a result | was starting to smell and the room was
starting to smell and | got bullied so badly by the other boys. It was constant. | was
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an outcast. | wasn't part of anything. I'd get boots thrown at me in the boot room, I'd
be punched in the face by other boys and | would be called names.

The staff weren't making it any easier. Every time | wet my bed [ whacked
me with his leather belt and made me take my wet sheets off the bed and stand in the
queue for breakfast with them. | had to take those wet sheets into the dining room
with me for breakfast and | had to stand out on the Parade with them afterwards, in
front of everybody. Only after everybody left the Parade was | able to take the wet
sheets to the laundry.

Even if 58 was off, because he said that had to happen, the other staff had
to abide by what he said. Anna had a bit of compassion and sometimes she would
tell me to put the wet sheets in the office while | had breakfast and then she'd give me
them back to go out on the Parade afterwards. That only happened when she was on
by herself though, which wasn't very often. Iff§8alhad known he would have gone mad
at Anna.

The matron was sometimes in tears when she saw what was happening to me,
standing out on the Parade with the wet sheets. She kept asking me what was going
on and | told her about the bullying and getting beaten by Al She had a
heart, but there was nothing she could do.

Abuse at St Andrew’s School

As a child, | was only small and very timid and | was badly bullied by some of the other
boys. | lived in fear of the staff and the boys. | don’t want to name any of the boys,
but some of them ended up big figures in the Glasgow underworld. Some of them
were nasty and ended up murderers and they were the leaders in St Andrew’s.

| actually saw some boys getting bad beatings in the showers and elsewhere. One of
them, who was from Johnstone and was a big stocky guy, stuck up for me a few times.
As a result he got himself leathered by the other boys. He kicked a boy in the face in
the boot room and the next day four or five of the other boys really laid into him.
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If you refused to clean, your housemaster would give you the leather belt several times
across your hands, which was a matter of course. If that didn’t work you were sent to
SNR and you would get the cane. Normally [N would beit you,
but if he wasn't there one of the staff would do it. Anna never hit anyone, butSSSlldid,
although not very often. We had to hold our hands out and we would be hit between
two and six times across them, like you would get at school. | got either three or four
hits every time | wet the bed, which was two or three times a week.

,and staff from the other units and the teachers also used to slap boys on the
back of the head or give them a kick if they were cheeky. There was always

something, it was commonplace.

I can remember RN s hands because he and EXSIEEused to cane us.

Boys were caned by them on a daily basis and it could be for anything. Some boys
would get it for attacking the staff, or for refusing to go to work, or for refusing to clean.
One boy was caned frequently and | got the cane twice, once for running away and
once for fighting. | had just been standing up for myself, but | was caned and so was
the other boy. The first time | was caned was after | had run away with -

| was made to bend over the back of a chair, with my hands holding onto the arms.
e covered my hands with his and held me there while & hit me with
the cane across my backside, over my jeans. It didn’'t make any difference being over
my jeans though, it was a thin cane and he hit me six times, full pelt and it hurt. | had
big black and blue lines right across my backside for days afterwards and one of-‘s

welts was actually bleeding.

After that they took us across to the cell in the Admin block and locked us in there.
The windows in the cell were metal framed with small squares and some of the glass
in the squares was broken. It was cold and it was raining outside and all we had to
sleep on was a thin gym mat, two hairy blankets and a pair of pyjamas. Our food was
brought up from the kitchen by one of the boys and we were only allowed out to use
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the toilet. |Jjdid three days and | did another five on top of that, so | was locked in
that cell for eight days.

BeR sexually abused me and, although | know it sounds bad, | let it happen.
| still have so much anger towards that man, but at the time he was like a safe haven.
When he was doing that he wasn’t hurting me. It was after he started sexually abusing
me that | started wetting my bed however, although the sexual abuse was bad, it
wasn't as bad as everything else. If | did what he told me to do he protected me to
some extent, | got tobacco and | got extra money. As | have got older, | have realised

that he was grooming me.

It started the second time the rest of the boys went on home leave, which would have
been twelve weeks after I'd arrived at St Andrew's. He asked me to help him with
boxes in the storeroom upstairs and when we were in there he started to touch me
under my trousers. | kind of freaked out, but he told me not to panic, that he would
make sure | was okay and the boys wouldn’t beat me up.

After touching me, he masturbated himself and then he let me out of the storeroom. |
didn't know what to do. |just cried. | didn’t understand. He was the man who was in
charge, who was hitting everybody with the belt and then he was doing that. He gave

me a small bit of tobacco and carried on as if nothing had happened.

About a week later he took me in the van to drop logs off at some of the staff houses
and, in the van, he did it again. Just as he’d done the first time, he touched my genitals
under my trousers and then he masturbated himself. This happened for the rest of the
time | was at St Andrew’s. It wasn't on a weekly basis, but it was frequent, every few
weeks.

Sometimes he made me touch him, but he never raped me and it never went further
than that. It was always over in a matter of minutes, but | know that if he had more
access to me he would have done more. | could see it in his eyes. We were never
away for more than ten or fifteen minutes, because if we had some of the other staff

might have started asking questions.
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It got to the stage, with all the bullying from the other boys, that | feit SN as
my safety. If | kept him happy, | knew | was okay. 1 could sit in the TV room and |
knew he was outside and that he wouldn't let anything happen to me. He also made
exceptions for me. There were no staff in the boot room and when we used to go in
there to get our boots on, | used to get kicked and have boots thrown at mewould
let me stay back until most of the boys had left the room and then let me go in.

If it had just been the sexual abuse and the physical punishments from Sl St
Andrew'’s would almost have been bearable, but that combined with the bullying from

the other boys for wetting my bed made it so hard.
Reporting of abuse at St Andrew’s School

| told Jan Cuzak my social worker about all the abuse when she came to see me at St
Andrew’s. | told her about being bullied by the other boys and being beaten by the
staff and | told her about (SNl touching himself, but she never did anything.
I'm not just blaming her, because it didn't just fall on her deaf ears. | don't think she

even knew what to do about it.

I'd also told the policeman in the police station at Helensburgh after we had run away.
Before | could even finish what | was saying | got the hardest slap across the back of
my head from the policeman that I'd ever had. He told me to stop bad-mouthing these
people who were trying to look after me and that | was just trying to cause trouble.
Nobody believed me, we were just thought of as troublemakers and scum and we
were taken back to St Andrew's. | think the reason | was locked in the cell for five

days more than [ was because | had told that policeman and he must have told
S

One member of staff did take me aside once and ask if everything was okay. He was
the housemaster from Fruin Unit, but | can’t remember his name. He was known to
us as because he looked like Leo Sayer. He said that he knew | was getting
bullied by other boys and he asked me if everything else was okay. | don’t know if he
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| managed to educate myself when | was in prison. There were no TVs when | was in
prison and so | read all the time, | went to classes and | taught myself. That’s the only
way | learned anything, because there was nothing at St Andrew’s. | think if | had
received a proper education there it would have made a big difference. Maybe | could
have got some qualifications and moved on to a college somewhere.

So often | have felt disgusted about what SN did to me and wondered why |
didn't stop it. | try and justify it to myself and | get so depressed. ['ve never told
anybody about it. | feel so dirty and | wonder why | was so weak that | let it happen.

Treatment/support

Nobody in their right mind abuses themselves with alcohol and drugs and gets sent to
jail the number of times | have, however not once have | been seen by a psychologist
or a counsellor. | would have thought there should have been a red flag to the judge,
but every time | was just sent to jail.

Now that | have opened up to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry, | think | could probably
open up to somebody else. The next step is to tell my daughters and then I'll work out
a plan.

Reporting of Abuse

| contacted a firm of lawyers in England before | contacted the Inquiry, just to see what
| could do about what happened to me. I'd got to the stage where | felt that somebody
needed to listen. They told me | would need to make a statement to the police, but |
didn’t want to go down that route. My family didn’t know anything at that stage and it
felt too much, so | never did.
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Other information

119. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

KCX
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