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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KCD

Support person present: No

My full name is RN | 2 known as My date of

birth is [l 1975. | am 42 years old. My contact details are known to the
Inquiry.

My mum was from Glasgow and my dad was from _ My mum had
gone over there for a working holiday in 1973 and met my dad. They were married

six weeks later.

| have five sisters. My older sister [JJJljwvas born N~ 1974. They
then moved back to Glasgow, where | was born. Then they moved back to || |
Il where my sister |l was born. My sister [JJilf was born five years after

I i» Glasgow. Then the younger two were [lilland R

Life before care

| was born in the Southern General Hospital in Govan, Glasgow. | think my parents
and my sister, | were living with my mum’s mum at that time. | ended up
back in hospital when | was two or three months old, for malnutrition. My records

say | was almost dead on arrival.

I don’t know how long | was in hospital, but | was taken from hospital to an institution
called Millbrae Nursing Home. | don’t know if ||l stayed with my parents when
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| went into Millbrae. | have about twenty bundles of records, but anything to do with

B s rcoacted.

Millbrae Nursing Home, Glasgow

My records say that | was taken out of Millbrae in ||l 1975 by my parents.
They turned up to Millbrae, collected me and took the next train out of Scotland.

They took me and my sibling to ||| | . | was nine months old by this point
so | have no memory of this.

| am referred to asSRlfjin my records. My dad claims that because | was second
born, they called me by my second name, which was He also said that
because [JJi] was third born, that she was called by her third name, which was

B Her first name is [l so all the records refer to her as [} | believe

that our names were changed on purpose because of what was going on.

My records state that we were presented to the department of social work -
I cuite quickly after arriving there. This was because we weren't being fed
properly and because we were quite dirty. The records mention what happened in

Glasgow, and that we should never have been returned to our parents.
My siblings and | were then in and out of care like yo-yos.

My first memory is a foster care placement. | don’t know how old | would have been
at the time, but | was very small. | was with ||| | ] ]} Il wouldn't have been
born yet. | only remember colouring in posters that you used to get in a tube.

We stayed in _ until | was seven years old. | spent the period from
when | was one years old to seven years old, in and out of care. | think | spent about
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glasses and really short hair. He was between forty and fifty years old | think. He
said it was okay for my mum and dad to do that to me, and okay for them to ask me
to retract what | had told Kirsten.

Leaving Cardross Assessment Centre

| went to the Good Shepherd Centre in Bishopton for a visit. This was a couple of
weeks before leaving Cardross. A girl took me around to see what it was like. |
remember SSIIIIEIEGE o vas BN thcre. asking me if | liked
what | saw. | said | did and asked if | could move in the following the day. He said |
couldn’t, but that they would take me.

| had been in Cardross for four or five months in total, and | left on || l1988. |
went to the Good Shepherd Centre in Bishopton. It was one of those places that you
had to go on a waiting list to get into.

Good Shepherd Centre, Bishopton

| went in on a Monday. | had fallen asleep on the sofa. There was an on-call teacher
that worked on a Monday, and she came round and touched me. | screamed at her,
but she kept coming back at me to say that it was okay and that | was safe there.

| was taken to a big hall called the West Hall where everybody was meeting. | was
terrified. | had no idea what was going to happen. Then they said my name and
congratulated me for coming and they all started clapping. | was scared because it
was all new.

| was a bit withdrawn and people were afraid to approach me when | first went in. |
think they thought | was a bit wild because of the experiences I'd had. | could see
they were scared when they looked at me. It took me a while to settle in but | did
eventually.
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I stayed in the same unit the whole time [ was in there. There were twelve giris to
each house unit and two dormitories. There were six people to each dormitory. All
the dormitories were upstairs and the house units were downstairs. There were four
house units altogether. There was also a fifth house unit for girls that didn’t go home
at the weekends. All the girls and staff who were staying over the weekend would
stay in this fifth house unit. That is how | got to know girls and staff from other units.

The age group of kids in there was twelve to sixteen. There were about fifty kids in
the whole place.

Staff

The staff were lay people, and there were also a couple of nuns. The nuns ran the
place. There was Sister Gial]who was there when | arrived. She was SNEGNGN
She left soon after | arrived. Her ||| took over from
her, who was called Sister (M There was also a Sister Andrea who was the
head of the school.

We interacted with the nuns on a daily basis. We had assembly every morning. They
chaired meetings on Wednesdays and Mondays as well. Monday was a school
meeting and Wednesday was a meeting for house unit issues. | loved the nuns.
They gave me hugs. Sister G once said she would trust me with her life. |
still see her and Sister il | love her to bits. They live in Manchester now.

There was a woman called Sophie who was known as a “Good Shepherd Daughter.”
Sophie was born blind and her mother was in a mental institute. She was brought up
in @ home and had to leave when she was sixteen. The nuns came across her and
took her in. Sophie was in her sixties when | was there. The nuns took care of
Sophie until she decided to live independently. She later died in a nursing home, but
was buried in the convent graveyard.
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would have things arranged for us to do indoors. We could interact with the other
units. We were also allowed to go outside and walk in the grounds, which were
humungous.

| was going home every weekend when | first went in. | told the staff what was
happening when | went home. | was still being beaten by my mum. They still made

me go home every weekend. This carried on for a year.

Eventually a teacher called Mrs Gilfedder, who was attached to St Claire’s unit, said
that they needed to stop sending me home at the weekends. She was the
contemporary social studies teacher. The teachers were more caring than the actual
staff.

Leisure time

They were so good. Every Wednesday we had a tuck shop. We also had a school
disco once a week. All the kids from all the units could go to the West Hall and dance
or just hang out. Mr g would play the drums. We could even tum up in our
pyiamas if we wanted to.

Although it was nice in Good Shepherd, there were no toys. There were board
games and | remember a BMX bike. It was a good place.

Discipline

If you broke something, you got fined from your pocket money. | smashed a window
once and | got fined from my pocket money. Nobody was ever hit or abused. Not that
| witnessed anyway. | think discipline in there was fair.

| stopped my bed wetting in Good Shepherd. Some people went into Good Shepherd

for their behaviour. Some people went in because they needed a place of safety,
which is the category | fell into, and that is exactly what they gave me.

21



















WIT.001.001.6396

152. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

KCD

Dated.......... % 0 S R S i ) A, T

27



