Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of [l

Support person present: No

My name is [EEIEEG Vv date of birth is | 1969 My contact

details are known to the inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born and grew up in || ith my dad Ny rum
I " older brother Il and my older sisters I and I
My brother is about five years older than me. Il is two years older than me, and

I s about ten years older than me. My parents both worked. My dad worked
in a quarry and my mum had a couple of cleaning jobs.

| didn’t have much to do with my family. Growing up, there wasn’t much emotion shown
to me. | wasn’t shown love but | wasn’t unloved. A man was expected to be a man and
not show emotion. You just had to get on with life.

Nobody had much money on those days. We had a couple of family holidays in a
caravan. In the school holidays, | would have breakfast, then go out and play all day.
| wouldn’t come home again until | was hungry.

When | went to high school, | couldn’t cope with it. It was the move from ||
Primary School a small village school to Kilsyth Academy, a huge school in Kilsyth. |
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30.

31.

32.

33.

Abuse at Cardross assessment centre

I think it was the second or third night | was at Cardross, not long after dinner, | was
watching TV. | went to my room and a guy came in. | can't remember his name. He
was staff but | hadn’t really spoken to him by that point. He was about five feet eight
inches tall, medium build. He had the kind of Ayrshire accent they had in that area.
He said that he had to search the room because of people bringing contraband in.
Then he said he had to search me. He came close to me and | felt uncomfortable. He
said | had to be strip searched but | said no. he said that he would have to get someone
in if | had to be forced to be stripped. | think he was banking on me not wanting to have
to get stripped in front of someone else. | stripped and leant over my bed while he
spread my buttocks. He raped me. | felt a searing pain as | got pushed down onto the
bed.

The next minute he told me to get dressed and clean myseif up. He told me that he
would let the other staff know | had been searched properly. He said that everybody
got a proper search like that and that if | tried to make trouble or complain about it, |
might have to get searched again. As an adult looking back that was the start of the
psychological warfare, making you keep your mouth shut or you would get more
abuse.

That night | was in pain, | was still in pain the next morning. | couldn’t go down for
breakfast. One of the staff came in and asked what was wrong. He was a heavy set
guy, | think his name was Steve or Stevie. | just said to him that | had stomach pains.
He gave me painkillers. | want to know if there are records of them giving me pain
killers that day and what they said the painkillers were for.

They thought | might have Appendicitis so | got taken to Vale of Leven hospital, in
Alexandria. An old doctor starting examining me, pressing me. | told him the pain was
inside. He said he would have to examine me fully but | think he could see | was
anxious. He asked if | wanted to get a nurse brought in but | said no. He got me to
bend over and he must have seen that my anus was red. He asked if | had banged
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Leaving Cardross assessment centre

After three weeks they had done their assessment on me and | went home. | didn’t get
to see the assessment report. The member of staff who had taken me to hospital said
to me that if the Children’s panel were prepared to let me back home, that | should go
to school or | might end up somewhere more serious than Cardross with some really
bad folk. | think he was trying to scare me in a positive way.

| did go back to my school, there was an arrangement where | could do a couple of
classes a day to get back into it. However nothing had changed, | didn't want to go to
school, and the school didn’t want the potential disruption of having me there like that.

About two months after leaving Cardross for my assessment they had another
Children’s panel and it was decided to send me to Redheugh. | wasn't expecting that.
My social worker had written a report saying that it wasn’t working for me to be trusted
going to school myself and saying that | was falling in with a bad crowd.

Redheugh Adolescent Unit, Kilbirnie 1984 to 1985

| ended up in Redheugh a couple of months after leaving Cardross. | was still fourteen

years old. | was there for about eleven months, just under a year. SatattREE Rt el
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81.

82.

Leaving Redheugh Adolescent Unit

83. It got to the point when | was school leaving age and as the reason for me being in
Redheugh was not going to school it was decided that | should go home. | was
supposed to get dropped off at home by the staff from Redheugh but the minibus broke
down on the way so they gave me money for bus fare and | got the bus home.

84. Redheugh has now been turned into flats. | have driven past it but | have not been into
the building.

Life after being in care

85. | was back home but | had difficulty in settling in.

| felt the guys | went to school with had turned their backs on me.
Maybe their parents had told them to stay away from me because | had been in care,
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| don’t know. | got bitter and resentful. | got involved with some older guys who were
a bit rough-and-ready. In 1986 | got remanded a couple of times in Young Offenders
institutions and then | got a six month sentence.

86. | had a little motorbike that | got with money from selling my snooker table. | got
stopped on my motorbike by the police. It turned out the bike was stolen and | had to

pay the insurance company that had paid out in order to legally own it.
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87.

88. When | was out of care | went on a few training courses and | got myself into a couple
of scrapes. In [} 1985 ! had a week remand in Barlinnie prison. That was a
wakeup call. When | came out, | still ran about with the same crowd. | wasn't into drink
and drugs, | was just wild. In [JJJJll] 1986 ! got a three week remand in Longriggend
prison. InJJj 1986 | got sentenced to six months imprisonment in a Young Offenders
Institution. | came out in [l 1986 and from there | screwed the nut. | had a
couple of landscaping jobs and then | worked in a factory. | got a flat with my girlfriend
in 1892 and we got married in 1995.

89. | plodded on with life and then moved back to my home town [N Vv
dad had bought his council house but was moving into care so | bought the house

from him. | started getting into security work and | now work as a security trainer. My
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90.

91.

92.

93.

94,

wife and | had two daughters. | have just been trying to get on with life and leave my
demons behind. | have good days and bad days but you have got to get on with life.

Impact
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| have a photograph of myself which | call the photograph of innocence. It is the last
picture of me taken before | went into care. | am sitting up a tree at Lake of Montieth,
wearing a yellow Scotland goalkeeper’s top and playing with a rubber snake. It is the
last picture of the innocent boy.

My time in care didn't really affect my relationship with my siblings because there
wasn’t much of a relationship to begin with. My brother wasn't interested in football so
we didn’t have much in common. When | came home for weekend leave and when |

came home for good, my oldest sister would be out with her pals or some boyfriend.
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

| was managing to deal with the abuse | suffered by burying it but maybe things happen
for a reason. | know there will always be trigger points that make me think about the
abuse. | think if | had got a reply from the Salvation Army at the start when | contacted

them, | might not have gone to the police.

20



95. | have been diagnosed as suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. | have often
felt jealous of my wife and the close relationship she has with our daughters. | have
never been able to get that close to my children, or anyone. The last time | hugged my
daughters was in 2014 when my dad died.

96. The abuse | suffered has messed up my mind in all aspects of life. | have been offered
a counsellor to speak to. | have spoken to people on the phone but | don’t want to sit
down and spill my guts because | would be worried about losing control. | don’t have
a problem dealing with physical pain but to talk about my emotional problems would
be difficult. | realise it might help me in the long run, | might do it. My wife and my kids
are my support.

Reporting of Abuse

97. econdary Institutions - to be published later | made a report

about the abuse at Cardross. | had intended to keep that buried but it was eating away

at me like a cancer,
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98.

99.

100.
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101.

102.

Records

103. After | made a report of abuse to the police an officer told me that they believed the
records from Cardross should be in the Mitchell Library in Glasgow. | need to get
access to these records to confirm who was there at the time | was, and the names of
the staff. | said to the police that Vale of Leven hospital must have archives of my visit
for treatment but he said at the moment they have got nothing to prove | was at
Cardross, let alone being admitted to hospital.
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104.
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105.

1086.

107.

108.

Lessons to be learned
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110.

111.

Other information

112. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

HDT
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