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work he was running away from home just to stay out
later.

He didn't tell them about his dad assaulting him now
and then because he didn't want to get his dad into
trouble. His mum and dad didn't know what to do and
they agreed to put him into care and he was then in
a children's home in Lanarkshire. That was in 1992 when
he was 13, and he talks about that from paragraph 10
onwards. He was there for a couple of months.

Whilst there he made friends and they were breaking
into houses and driving, and he ended up back before
a panel for shoplifting and stealing alcochol, and they
decided he could go home on a year's supervision. So he
was back at home for about a year, and then went to the
IT Centre, but was still committing crimes and his mum
and dad said they were at their wits' end because of his
behaviour.

There was then an emergency Panel at Hamilton
Sheriff Court and he ended up in another children's
home. He was about 14 at that time and he was there for

four or five months. He tells us about that from

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

paragraph 19 onwards.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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he was sent to Cardross. He talks about Cardross from
paragraph 34 of his statement.

From paragraph 34 he says:

'I was at Cardross for a couple of months when I was
14 years old. I felt there was a shadow over it.

I felt intimidated by it and it looked scary to me. You
drove up a long road and there were three units. They
weren't heavy handed at Cardross, but they were more
strict because I kept running away. I knew not to push
it because of the way staff spoke and acted.'

At paragraph 35, he says that he had never been out
of Lanarkshire, and says:

'I didn't know anybody and I felt like a fish out of
water. That made me run away all the more.
was an Irish member of staff. He drove me
to Vale of Leven Hospital to get my medicals because
I was new into Cardross. I knew he was a rigid, strict,
ex-army, no-nonsense kind of guy.'

Then, going forward to paragraph 39, he talks about
running away, and he says that he ran away four or five
times just to get back to his area.

At paragraph 40 he says:

'I ran away in my slippers and the staff didn't like
that. When you were brought back, the staff shouted at

you in front of everybody and took your trainers. You
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opening the window and letting him back in:

'I had long hair at the time. grabbed me by
the hair and I landed on the floor. More staff came
from the other units. There was a commotion and the

SEAEF pestrained me Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

At paragraph 44 he says:
GV

was a tall skinny guy who was about 50.
I knew he had bad knees. I lashed out and so did they.
I punched him on the side of the knee and I got charged
with that. I went to the Panel for that, but I can't
remember what happened. They never phoned the police
that night. I sat on my bed with one staff member
talking to me to calm me down. He talked to me all
night with the light on. He was an all right guy. He
said I would need to leave my door open and that was all
right.'

He then says:

'I saw other people being restrained at Cardross.
I wasn't there very long so I didn't see it always
happening.

I was scared of . A lot of people were. He
never did anything to me but I saw him slap other people

on the side of the head more than once.'
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Then he names a boy that he slapped, and then he
goes on later in that paragraph to say:

L saw slap someone at the dinner table in the
hall. The noise echoed out and the hall went quiet.
Then two staff members brought the guy back to his
bedroom. The guy wasn't in my unit.'

He then says:

'"The morning after I had been charged with
assaulting , said I was going to Kerelaw.

I was thinking, "Where's Kerelaw?". I thought he was on
about another unit in Cardross. He said I had only been
at Cardross until a space opened up in Kerelaw because

I kept absconding. I went to Kerelaw that morning.

I think I was sent to secure because I was done with
assaulting the staff.'

He then talks about Kerelaw and says that that was
supposed to be a three-month Children's Panel order, and
it was _when he was 15 years old,
so in 1993 or so. He talks about Kerelaw from
paragraphs 48 to 75, and that evidence was read in on

12 April 2024 to the Inquiry, which was Day 436.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: He says there was abuse in Kerelaw. He was put

into a cell. There was physical, sexual and emotional

abuse. After three months he went back to the
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somebody else, or something, to come in here, it is not
a safe environment et cetera.

He said he would be over in a minute. He came over
and spoke to the other person, the man who had had
a drink, and he, afterwards, told me he was not too bad,
you know, so
What was your view?

My view was that he was not fit for work.

All right.

Or to be in a caring position for any young people.

Was this the -- I think you tell us about an incident
like that a bit later in your statement. We don't need
to go there, but I think it is paragraphs 37 and 38.
Was this individual's name [ ?

It was, yes.

Thank you.

At page 3 of your statement, paragraph 9, you tell
us that you had decided to leave. Was that motivated by
the culture and the atmosphere at Bellfield?

I had decided to move on because I didn't like it, and
that I would maybe go to university and do something
there.

All right, but you also tell us that you had heard about
a new place that was being built --

Yes.

21
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upset about something one of the boys said -- I think he
also had a drink -- but this boy was kind of thrown to
the ground and told:

'Don't you ever ...'

He called him a name:

'Don't you ever call me that name again.'

And the boy got up and repeated it, so he got thrown
on the ground again, and that was goling on a while.
That was in the dining room area, and thankfully it got
stopped by the arrival of the mail.
Is this the incident that you talk about in paragraph 46
of your statement? This was where the boy called
a member of staff 'Sweaty Betty'?
That's it, yes.
This was a member of staff called ?
That's correct.
What you say in the statement was you think
AlA punched the boy and put him on the ground?
He certainly got him on the ground. I honestly couldn't
swear, or say, that I remember him punching him, but he

got on the ground, yes.

LADY SMITH: This is paragraph 46 --

46.

LADY SMITH: -- of your statement. That's why Mr Sheldon is

asking you whether he was punched.

26
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A. Right.

LADY SMITH: That's what --

A. I say he threw him to the ground, he did it again and
did it again. So I honestly can't say that I can
remember seeing a punch, or anything.

LADY SMITH: Yes, and then at the end you say:

'I actually think punched the boy to
put him on the ground.'
That last sentence, i1f you look at paragraph 46.

A. I think that.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. But I couldn't say for definite --

LADY SMITH: I see.

A. -- because I didn't see it.

LADY SMITH: I understand, thank you.

MR SHELDON: Either way, whether it was the boy being

grabbed --
A. Yes.
Q. =-- looking at paragraph 46, or the boy being punched --
A. Yes.
Q. -- he was forcefully put on the ground?
A. Yes.

Q. Going back to paragraph 12, page 3, you tell us there
about the layout of Bellfield. Just, if you could give

us a little more detail about the dormitories and their

27
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details of that, you have told us already about
AlB and his alcochol problem.
Yes.

Just one point at paragraph 14. You tell us about
|
Yes.

Did he live on site?

He did, vyes.

Can you remember exactly where he lived?

a room. Now, outside that room is where the two members
of the night staff sat when the day shift, the early
people, when we had left, they would go and bring out
two big chairs and place them there. And they would sit
there during the night. 2and I mean I filled in once or
twice, you know, and that was, 'Right, what do we do?,
'Sit down, be guiet', you know. But I mean if there was
a squeak heard or something, they would say, 'Okay,
that's bed 4 room 2'. They had been there that long,

you know, they could tell that.

But lived in that wee room, if you like.

Okay, thank you. You tell us, page 5 of your statement,

that you weren't given any training and there was no
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Yes, it did happen. I have no --
Can you recall any of the details of that?
No, that's the problem, I can't recall any of the
details.
What sort of things might they complain about?
Sometimes the social worker, but ... they didn't think
this was fair, they didn't think that was fair, you
know.

Often you dealt -- well, I would talk them through
that, and if they wanted to make a formal complaint,
'I will phone your social worker and ask them to come up
and you can let them know about it'.
Page 10, paragraph 43, you come on to the question of
abuse at Bellfield. You've told us a fair bit about
that already, 'Peter', and it is helpful to understand
what the culture at Bellfield was like. You told us in
particular about the incident with and the
boy calling him 'Sweaty Betty'?
Yes.
Just to perhaps give some more detail to the culture
issue, you tell us at paragraph 43 that you saw children
being cuffed, and you say it seemed like staff were
bullying kids sometimes. What do you mean by that?
What made you think that staff were bullying kids?

Mainly their... how they spoke to them, what they said

42
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A.

to them. You know, like, 'You are thick', or something
like that. That's what I would call abuse, as I said.
You say they would say daft things like, 'I am bigger
than you, do you fancy your chances?'
Yes, things like that, aye, and use thelr wits against
them.
'Call yourself a hard man?' That sort of thing?
That sort of thing.
You say, paragraph 44, that all the staff on duty and
all of the boys were usually together.
Mm-hm.
'"We did split up for some ... to go into the playroom
for snooker...'
Yes.
But apart from that you were normally together, and you
say:

'For that reason, I would say that there were
limited opportunities for abuse to take place.'

You go on, I think, to indicate that this
individual, [ i
Yas,
-- was ultimately, I think, reported to the police
because there was an allegation that he had kissed
a boy, is that right?

I knew nothing about this until one night when we were

43
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sitting, and I knew that had been

suspended for some reason, and he was told not to come
near Bellfield. He came up once -- well, he came up,
and would knock on the door, and whoever answered the
door, you could hear them saying, 'Go away, , you
have been told you'wve not to come here', right, and this

night he had been up a few times and it was a Friday

evening, I always remember, because KFT came
down, he was going out, and he just says, 'Right, no
nonsense in here tonight' to -- and they said, 'Yeah'.

Unfortunately we never saw enough of him_

at the time, because he was qguite a nice chap. But he
went out that night and just after that -- as I said,
the staff would sit up at a window -- we heard shouting,
and he ran down, and then appeared to be
chasing him. There was something in his hand that was
flashing, you know, not on and off like that, but if the
light caught it you could see it was, it could be
a knife. So we phoned -- well, I phoned the police that
time. But by the time they got there, they told us that
there was no sign of anybody about and all that, and
that apparentlywas okay.

That night, after we had went home, the night shift
were on duty and one of them heard somebody at the back

door, or something, and went out, and they saw
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AlA
, who was lighting matches and putting them

in the boiler, and the night staff said to him, 'What
you doing?'. He said, 'I am going to blow yous all up'.
He said, 'Well, you know the police are on their way,
what are you going to do? You can come in and have

a cup of tea while you are waiting or you can run off or
do what you want. I won't be chasing you'.

And that's what happened. The police came up, took
him away.

Right, and you say you are sure that he ended up in
prison after that?

He did, and that was the time --

I suppose it seems unlikely, 'Peter', that he would have
ended up in prison just for being violent to a child, as
you say that he had been, because everyone -- well,
yourself apart, you say everyone at Bellfield could on
occasion be violent towards children?

Yes.

Certainly it was part of the culture.

So if you are right, that ended up in
prison, then does that suggest that there must have been
some opportunities for abuse?

Some, yes. Yes, and that's when I found out about it.
When I was told he was in court. And he was sentenced

to imprisonment. I can't remember how long it was.
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weren't very happy about the response to your raising
the issue of the staff member who was drunk on duty.
Yes.

You say that... you told us that you decided to hang on
at Bellfield --

Yes.

-- perhaps in spite of the culture there, and see what
Cardross was going to be like?

Yes.

In due course, you go to Cardross. But at 72, I just
want to ask you briefly about the incident that you talk
about there, that there was a fire, and I think you tell

us in paragraph 72 that you told the -- I think the

SNR KFT

at Cardross, that it was s
residence that was on fire, is that right?
Insofar as... Mr and Mrs Turner also stayed in the

building of Bellfield, it was _ and more

substantial than a room, but I was never in it. But
when they left, WGl moved _as well.

So he was in that place at the time we are talking
about, and I had never been in it. But that night I had
to go somewhere, I can't remember, to hand in a report
to Mr... Sl

This was before the fire started?

This was before the fire started.

49
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So I had left that afternoon and went away, and went
to the meeting I had to go to, and then I came back up
to Bellfield, Jjust the back of 9.00 pm I think, and gave
the report in, it was for the next day I think, and

stood blethering with people for a wee minute and then

we heard, somebody says, 'Do you smell smoke?'. And,
'Ayve, there is'. And someone went_to
KFT

check, and the access to 's residence was

_, and I believe he was the only one
with keys. But we could hear it.

So we got, obviously, the boys up and outside, and
phoned Cardross, who we had
met and that, and said there's a fire up here. He said,
'"Phone the fire brigade', and I said we have done that,
you know. So he came up and the fire brigade came up,
and it was quickly dealt with.

SNR came down and said to me:

'That room up there, what's that used for?'
» KFT o
I said, 'No, that's living quarters', and he
said to me, 'When was the last time you were in it?'
I said, 'I have never been in it'.
Apparently there was no furniture, there was
a mattress on the floor, and it was covered in empty

alcohol bottles, whisky bottles and all that.
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The boys went back in that night, the fire brigade
said it was okay, they went back in, but I got a phone
call early the next morning to say that we were moving
to Cardross.

So the move to Cardross happened quickly after the fire?
The next morning.

All right.

And I went down there, and of course it was only the
boys from Bellfield. Now, we had been running down in
numbers a bit, you know, and we were hoping to have

a fresh start in Cardross, but unfortunately, because of
the fire, that didn't happen. But we went down and one
of the units was okay. We told them eventually they
would all be mixed units, with the boys and girls and

the wee ones as well. So it was going to be entirely

different.
views... I remember saying to him, 'What would you do if

somebody was drinking on duty?'.

He said, 'I would sack them, of course'.

Oh well, things are looking up.

So we then went to, basically get in Cardross, with
the boys in Bellfield, started doing up the unit, going
out and buying some, what do you call it, cushions and

things like that, and whatnot. And --
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You say you saw more of people,

People from headquarters.

what sort of people?

Right. Were these social workers or managers or none of

the above?

A mixture of the above.

You tell us a bit about record keeping, but I want to

move on to investigations into abuse that vou deal with

at, start to deal with at paragraph 143.

You say that you were never involved in any

investigations into abuse, ill treatment or

inappropriate behaviour.

I think we know that you were at Cardross until

about 1999. Do you remember a member of staff called

A—

Yes.

What do you remember about him?

Well, started as a cook in Cardross, and then

applied for an assistant assessment officer's post,

then I know he went on..

I am not too sure,

an assessment officer, maybe.

was he

and

I suppose as an assessment officer, well, would he be

more likely to be in contact with young people in that

role than as a cook?

OCh, yes, aye, as an assistant assessment officer or

an assessment officer.

TR
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unnecessary and inappropriate restraint at Kerelaw.

Then the focus of complaint 2, 'Unnecessary and
inappropriate restraint, threats of violence, and actual
violence, by a member of care staff'. It says:

'All four young people had been placed in Cardross
in the past. All named one particular member of care
staff, , as threatening violent behaviour,
being violent when restraining young people, and of
using restrain [I think it should be "restraint"]
sometimes unnecessarily.'

The young people are named, but their names are
redacted.

We are told a little further down, I think it is the
third paragraph:

'Following the incident, one of the young people
said that he had been asked to be a witness but that he
himself was terrified to say anything as he was in
[a particular unit] at the time, where the member of
staff ... was assistant unit manager.'

Just leaving it there, 'Peter', does that ring any
bells for you; do you recall an incident like that, or
complaints being made about it?

I can't -- can I just, did you say 19967
I'm sorry, the date of this document is 1998.

Oh, right.
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I was the highest paid student. I did buy coffees, mind

you.
MR SHELDON: 'Peter', we can leave that document now and
move on to another part of your statement. It is just

over the page, actually, page 39. You are talking about
other members of staff. And you remember

a particular -- you mention a particular member of staff
called , who you say was a younger member
of staff at Cardross. You say you can't remember having
anything to do with him. You never saw him discipline
or abuse a child. You never heard of him abusing

a child.

I think I worked with him in the units for a short time,
but my recollection is that he then moved from the unit
where I was a senior to another unit. So I didn't work
with him very long, you know, at all.

But you do have a memory of him?

Yes, yes.

Did you ever take part in any restraints along with
a—

No.

You are sure about that?

I am -- as far as I can remember.

All right.

I don't recall working much with [REE.
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about this allegation. We see that following the
allegation of assault reported at a meeting at the
particular high school, the young person 'Paul's',
social workers visited the home and interviewed 'Paul'.
He stated that on a particular date he was brought out
of class and asked if he had alleged that Cardross staff
had assaulted him while he was living there:

''"Paul' states that he has never alleged that he was

assaulted by staff at Cardross, but he did relate

an incident where he was restrained by

HWS [question mark], at a time when

and an individual,

he had just been admitted to Cardross and was upset,

refusing to get ready for bed. He states that he does

not view this incident as an assault, as the staff held

him but did not assault him, and he states that on

reflection he feels that the staff acted appropriately.'’
You see all that, 'Peter'?

Yes.

First of all, can I just ask you again, do you recall

an incident where you took part in a restraint of

'Paul', along with an individual, HWS

I cannot recall. I can't remember. It is possible --

All right.

-- I suppose. There are so many gquestions, you know,

what unit was it in, where was it, when was it, you

g4
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know. But then I probably wouldn't recall that, either.
Do you remember the particular individual, 'Paul', do
you remember dealing with him?

No.

All right.

'Paul's' evidence to us is that he was assaulted by
, and that you witnessed that assault,
guite a serious assault, that you were in the room at
the time and failed to do anything to stop it. What's
your position about that, 'Peter'?

It didn't happen.

You say that didn't happen at all?

No.

You didn't witness an assault of that sort?

No. Never.

I will just ask you again, did you witness

assaulting anyone?

No. I was not working with BMCIN -+ that time, in that
unit.

Yes, this is in September 1985, although the incident
referred to seems to have happened some time previously
to this report.

Right.

Do you recall when you started and when you stopped
working in the unit, or the units, with

85
























10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. No comment.

Q. And the purpose of doing that was to control and to
continue to abuse him?

A. No comment.

Q. Did you ask him to meet you in pubs?

A. No comment.

Q. We have your account of how you came to go to Rome
together.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Did you abuse him in Rome?

A. Newver. No comment.

Q. Although we have covered this, I have to put to you the
allegations made by 'Paul', and this is the matter in
relation to the record that we have just looked at

a moment ago. He says that he was assaulted by

HWS , and someone called |pdlY , whose
nickname was '|giill '. Did you have that

nickname?

A. No, my nickname was ‘[l Wiy

LADY SMITH: Sorry, your nickname was...?

.
LADY SMITH: .

A. Apparently I looked like a character in a television

programme, _1r called \SAUUNEN.

LADY SMITH: Right.
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A. My mother agreed.

MR SHELDON: 'Paul' sayswas in the habit of coming
into the shower room while he was showering, and
insisting that he would have to wash his ankles again.

A. No comment.

Q. Did you do that with any of the boys at Cardross?

A. No, I was not that interested in any boys, or their
ankles.

Q. He describes a serious assault by ,
involving punches to the face over a pillow, but using
a watch strap as a knuckle duster, and he was clear that
you were there, he names , standing
inside his bedroom door in a position that you obviously
would have been able to see what was happening. What's
your position about that?

A. No comment.

Q. We have seen a record of an incident involving yourself,
albeit a complaint of assault was withdrawn in essence.
Does that alter your position about the allegations that
'Paul’ makes?

A. No. I don't even recall this person, or working with
him and in the same time. From what
I have read, I think he was in a contract with Cardross,
which was a system used there to help young people.

Q. All right.
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A.

But I didn't -- well, I did for a wee while work in that
unit, but for the other 19 years I did not.

He also says that you and destroyed some
of his childhood memorabilia, this was particularly
Celtic football memorabilia?

No.

And that on one occasion you gave him 5,000 lines for
trespassing, causing him to miss his train home?

Absolutely not. Lines?

MR SHELDON: My Lady, I have no further questions for

'Peter'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR SHELDON: Unless there is anything further, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: 'Peter', that does complete the questions we

have for you. Thank you so much for engaging with us as
helpfully as you have done. Thank you for being patient
with all our guestions. You have really increased our
knowledge and understanding of Cardross and Bellfield.
It has been really wvaluable to have you here, because
you were there at the time fulfilling the roles that you
have described.

I am sure it has been draining and exhausting, to
put you through what you have been put through this
morning, and I hope that you make good use of the

afternoon for rest and recovery.
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A. I shall.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Do feel free to go.

A. Oh, sorry.

LADY SMITH: If you just leave the folder, we will deal with
that. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Four names covered by my General Restriction

Order, so people not to be identified outside of this

AlB AlA KFT

room: and

o ]
I am thinking that maybe if we rose now and sat

a bit early this afternoon, would that work, or have you
got a 10-minute read-in?

MR SHELDON: Certainly, my Lady, or we can do a short
read-in now, whatever works.

LADY SMITH: If you have a short one that will fit now,
let's slot it in.

MR SHELDON: I think Ms Forbes has one that will fit in the
time.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the read-in is from an applicant who is
anonymous and is known as 'Nick'. The reference for

'"Nick's' statement is WIT-1-000000822.
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'Nick' (read)

MS FORBES: 'Nick' was born in 1984 and lived in Glasgow
with his parents and brother. From the age of five he
was sexually abused by a family member. His mum took
him and left his dad, and he had little contact with his
father after that.

He then lived in homeless accommodation until his
mum got a flat, but his mum then had a bit of
a breakdown, as 'Nick' describes it, and he was put into
respite care. He was put into a children's home aged
seven, and he talks about his experience at that home

between paragraphs 10 and 33 of his statement.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to bg

but he was moved to Newfield Assessment

OSetara Secondary Institutions - to be pub gEg 1993, he thinks, aged

eight.

He talks about that from paragraph 34. He was there
for about six weeks the first time, but he was there
a couple of times for short periods. After that first
time, he went back to his parents for a month, but then

he was put back into Newfield by the Panel and he says
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; Second P Secondary Insti
that he found Newfield [l traumatising PRRBRAL IS

Secondary Institutions - to

He then went to Balrossie _
1993/’_ 1994, aged nine, and he talks about

Balrossie between paragraphs 47 and 84 of his statement.

In Balrossie, he talks about physical, sexual and
emotional abuse from the other boys; physical and
psychological abuse by staff. He says that staff then
arranged for him to be returned home, but his father,
who he went to stay with, didn't want him and the Panel
sent him back to Newfield Assessment Centre. And he was
there for three months before being sent to South Annan,
Fairlie, and then Seafield, Ardrossan, which was run by
the Quarriers, and he was there for three years between
1995 and 1997. So when he went there, he would have
been 10 or 11 by that point.

He talks about his time at those two places between
paragraphs 88 and 116. He talks about the fact that
there was no restraints there, but there was sexual and
physical abuse from other boys, and there was sexual
abuse by a gymnastics teacher at a sports centre outwith
Seafield.

'"Nick' then says his behaviour started to get worse
at Seafield, he was running away, he was picking on

other boys himself and he was rebelling. So he was
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you can speak to? Is there advice? Is there guidance
on where other information about the child might be
held, and how to get hold of it?
Yes. As I say, fundamentally the CareFirst system, all
our records have moved to CareFirst, so everything is
electronic. The only additional platform that would be
accessed to search any information would be the
platform, the Camino platform I have referred teo. It
still requires then a double search for information for
the child and, moving forwards, we would want to have
a system where that would be integrated in the one
search under the child's information.
Well, thank you. I want to move on to another matter
now, and to look at some inspection records with you.
If we can look, please, at SGV-000103017.

I think this appears to be a record of an inspection
report, Bellfield Remand Home, Chief Inspector. We are
told that Mr Hull visited the remand home on

28 February 1967, and he met with and

the matron. I think, if we scroll down the page, we are

told that, in relation to staff, Mr and Mrs
had since 1958. Reading short, he

relates well with the boys and there is a happy

atmosphere. Mrs has the domestic side well

organised.
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We are told, in paragraph (b), that all the members
of staff were met, except the night supervisor. The
conversation indicated a degree of enthusiasm, but in
some cases a rather limited outlook.

I think it might be fair to say that some of the
evidence indicates that some members of staff at that
time indeed had a rather limited outlook, would that be
fair to say?

Absolutely. I think 'limited outlook' is probably
generous.

If we scroll down to... page 5 in this document. There
is a heading there, 'Conclusion'. It is said:

are succeeding in their efforts to

create a homely and pleasant atmosphere in Bellfield,
without losing sight of their legal responsibilities
concerning safe custody of the boys sent there. With
his full programme of varied activities and pursuits
within and without the home, Mr -provides
stimulation, challenge and variety enough to arouse the
interest of the boys. Some of the staff have a somewhat
limited and restricted outlook, but others show keenness
and enthusiasm. I felt that this was a well-run remand
home.'

This was 1967, Lesley. In relation to the evidence

that we have heard from, particularly the late
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SED memo about Bellfield Remand Home. It's dated
July 1968; the precise date is not entirely clear.

We are told that the home was not visited, because
there was an inquiry being made into the running of the
home by a Mr Brough, ex Children's Officer, Glasgow.

And there is some material about
forming an association with a local woman, and there is
some gossip about that.

But, of more importance, the report is summed up
about a third of the way down the page. It says:

'Poor superintendent/staff relationships were
apparent.

This had resulted in poor staff/boy relationships
and generally a deterioration in discipline and control.

A breakdown of routine and an absence of educational
provision.

This deterioration was seen to be directly caused by
the above association.'

It is not clear why that was the case, but it is
then said that Mr Brough recommended that Mr-
be requested to terminate his association, that he
tightened up discipline and ensured that
punishments/swearing contrary to regulations be
forbidden, and that he prepare a detailed programme for

the home to ensure adequate educational provision for
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MR SHELDON: 'The need to dismiss two members of staff for
assaulting boys.'

So it seems that the issue here hasn't just been
irregular punishment, but also assault.

LADY SMITH: It is to dismiss the first one in early January
and the second one in March, for assaulting boys.

MR SHELDON: Yes.

LADY SMITH: This writer seems to run some words together at
times --

MR SHELDON: Yes.

LADY SMITH: -- but that would make sense.

MR SHELDON: If we go to page 10, we are told, in another
memo, about an inspection by Mr Hull in May 1968. There
are subsequent discussions, but it was revealed that,
this is the third paragraph, one of the members of staff
dismissed in April has been reinstated, because of

changes of statement. So there

appears to have been, as it were, a conflict in
testimony by himself.

It is discussed with the children's officer, and
emphasised:

'"The quality of leadership in an establishment of
this kind is basic to its proper conduct, and the

official and personal life ofcan't

be divorced from the wellbeing of the children.'
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The next page again, this is another wvisit -- I am
sorry, this is the note of the wisit by Mr Hull on 13
and 14 May. There is various... consideration of
numbers, and so on. At the foot of the page under
'Staff', I think we see that there are various issues
arising in staffing at the establishment.

At sub-paragraph (b):

'During the past 12 months, six supervisors have
left as follows ...'

A Mr Patterson left to take up a post following
a disagreement with the Children's Committee's decision.

Another member of staff left because of inadequate
salary.

A third one left because of travel difficulties.

But, over the page, a fourth left in February of
that year because of his dislike of the regime.

And a particular member of staff, I think it is
Mr, dismissed in December 1967 for assaulting
a boy and injuring his jaw.

A sixth was suspended in March 1968, and ultimately
dismissed, but he has appealed, and the appeal was
heard, and this appears to be the member of staff, my
Lady, who was then reinstated because of the change of

Does it appear that, certainly at this stage,
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evidence we have heard in the last couple of weeks?
Yes, I have. I have had access to the transcripts for
Calder House and I was... I had the honour of listening
to evidence yesterday as well.

Yes, I think I saw you sitting in on the evidence
yesterday, and that's very helpful. I will ask you in
a moment or two for your reactions to some of that
evidence.

Liam, you told us in evidence at the start, and we
looked at a number of records from Calder House, and
your very frank reaction to the evidence just of the
Calder House appeared to you to have been abusive and in
no way child-centred; I think those were your words?
That's correct.

You indicated that there seemed to be very little warmth
or understanding from any of the staff as to what the
children's needs were?

That's correct, yes.

Liam, we have heard accounts now of violence, some
children report being slapped or even punched about,
being hit/kicked while out on runs, and the runs
themselves, which were used as punishments. I think we
saw from the records that that culture at Calder House

appeared to be directed and endorsed from the top down,
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