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a long drive. She was now aged about 11 or 12.

The records suggest, my Lady, that she would have
been there in 1997.

She describes Cardross Park as 'looking scary'.
This is paragraph 78. She said: 'It was like
a village'. There was a path with lots of trees leading
to a massive building.

She says, at paragraph 72, taking that short, that
they all ate in a massive dining room and 'it was really
scary because there were some crazy girls there'.

She says, paragraph 80:

'We had to wear pyjamas, slippers and night gowns
most of the time. I would run away wearing them.

I thought the place was very scary. It was the unknown.
I remember being told by other people why they were in
there. It was for things like beating up their mum or
car thefts. I felt scared. I know I had been a bit of
a rogue up until then, but I wouldn't say I was in the
same league.'
She says:

'It was like a mini jail [EEEUGERRISGITERSGEERITIE

Secondary Institutions - to be published later There were boys and

girls and a mixture of ages from 10 or 11, but some were
close to 16. There were at least three separate units

and a school within the building. I think there were up
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brother and three friends came to wisit him. There
seems to have been an incident of some sort. Taking
that short, he says his friends were:

'... shouting through the doors at me, telling me
to smash the window and run out. By then, I had been
punished by SRREEG_ remand
centre, and made to go on a run. I thought, "I'm not
going through that run again”. The run had put me off
misbehaving.'

She (sic) says: 'My grandmother couldn't wvisit'
and, taking that short, he says he didn't have any
weekend visits back home.

Moving to paragraph 62 and abuse at Calder House,
he says he remembers a time:

'... when I had done something wrong. I think I'd
been fighting... having an argument... something
trivial. One Saturday morning came and
got me. He told me to put my PE kit on. B
toock me out to Blantyre, running. I had to keep up with
him. He was a fit bloke. I was only 9 or 10 years old.
We ran up big, steep hills. It was muddy and raining.
The route was the same route that the staff took us on
when they took us for a walk at the weekend. When we

got to a little dirt track, smacked me

in the back of the head, when I was running. The smack
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came out of the blue, without warning. I fell on my
face. I burst all my face open and cut my hand. He
didn't even pick me up. I had to pick myself up. I was
all covered in blood. When we got back to the centre,
he chucked me in the shower. I didn't get any medical
attention. A couple of days later, I was scrubbing the
floors with a bucket and mop. My hand was bleeding that
much that when I put my hand down, it burst open again.
There was blood everywhere on the floor.

'T thought about it years later. S had
done that to me in the middle of the walley, with nobody
about, no witnesses. He wasn't stupid; he was a clever
bloke.'

And he says he learned his lesson from that.

Paragraph 66:

'TI remember the time a boy got battered in a dorm
by one of the staff. The member of staff lived in the
building, at the opposite end from where the head lived.
I can't remember his name. He was ex-army. I heard it
happening. I heard banging about in the dorm and
shouting. I don't know why the boy was battered. He
had a cut lip and was all dishevelled.'

My Lady, he is then placed in St Ninian's, at
Gartmore, where he describes physical and sexual abuse

by Brothers and civilian staff. He says while he was
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declaration is there and the statement has been signed.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'CC' (read)

MR SHELDON: My Lady, the next read-in, I think, is a rather

shorter one. This is the statement of 'CC'. The
statement reference is WIT.001.001.1250.

'CC' gave live evidence in the QAB study: that was
Day 101, 11 December 2018, TRN.001.004.5232. 'CC's'
evidence in relation to Balgay was read in by myself,
Day 419, 16 February 2024, TRN-12-000000051.

My Lady may recall that 'CC' had an extremely
violent and abusive mother and spent spells in Aberlour
Orphanage and in foster care. But, at page 14, we see
that she was placed in Calder House when she was, she
thinks, about 12 or 13.

At paragraph 66, she says was one of the
house parents at Calder House. His wife was there too,
and she names other house parents. She says:

‘ was an animal. I think he was
an ex-army man. He was in his early 40s. He used to
wear shorts and t-shirts and run about the place. He
was . His son also lived there [and she names
him]. It was a home for boys and girls. It was kept
locked all the time.'

She says she doesn't know how many kids were

20
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there.

Paragraph 68:

'They did a raid in the dormitory the first night
I was there. Allegedly, someone had a cigarette and
match, so they stripped the whole place bare looking for
them. We all had to stand at the bottom of our beds and
they did a search. They couldn't find anything, so
BHN decided to send us all to the PE block to do
circuit training all night. This was over a cigarette
and match that hadn't even been found. Because of
everything I had been through, I decided that there was
no way I was going to be forced into doing circuit
training all night for something I hadn't done.
's reaction to that was to whip me big-time
with a skipping rope. I was so stubborn, I just lay on
the floor and shouted, "More. Keep doing it. More." And
he did. It was a big, thick rope and he
indiscriminately hit me all over.

'After the skipping rope incident, he decided that
I was to scrub the boys' woodwork room throughout the
night. His wife took me to the room and I filled
a bucket with hot water and threw it over her.
I decided that if I was going to get punished, it was
going to be for something I had actually done.

'After that, put me in a silent cell for

21
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over a week. It was solitary confinement. I was fed my
meals there. There was a perspex window, with loads of
people's names scratched on it, and a metal grille so
you couldn't get out. I was crying all the time and
Sl son) kept putting Beano and Dandy comics
through the window for me. There was a tolilet and sink
in the cell so I decided to make papier mache and flood
the place. came in and lifted me up over his
shoulder and took me to his office, where he made me
stand outside at first. I could hear him shoving
furniture about. Then he took me into his office and
made me sit on a chair in the middle of the office and
whacked me about the face. He split my face open and
injured my nose. I still have a scar under my eye.
I think I was in Calder House for three months and was
moved to Balnacraig by a Children's Panel.'

She has already given evidence about some of that,
my Lady, and about impact and lessons to be learned.
So, again, I can just say that she has made the usual

declaration and signed the statement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Jock' (read)

MR SHELDON: My Lady, the next statement is of an applicant

known as 'Jack'. The reference for his statement is

WIT-1-000001454.
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including someone he describes as 'EENI]]N < vho be
says was . He says that Mr
basically . He says:

' ct e on my first day. He took me

into the office and basically read me the riot act. He
then put me into a cell and locked the door. I was in
there for three days. They would give me food through
the door and there was a toilet in the cell. It was
freezing and there was wire mesh on the windows. No one
told me why I was in there. After the three days I was
put upstairs into a dorm.

'Calder House was regimental. The staff would get
us up in the morning and the first thing we did was make
our bed. We got washed, brushed our teeth and then went
downstairs and got breakfast. We went to school in the
place. We did lessons, had lunch, and then more school
after. We went for a shower every day at a set time at
night.’

And he says that bedtime was 7.00 pm.

Paragraph 81:

'We all ate in the dining hall at the same time.
It was regimental, in that everyone had to pull their
seat out at the same time and then sit down. We said
grace before we ate.'

Reading short to paragraph 83, he says:
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'We didn't have to work in Calder House. All we
had to do was make our bed. We didn't really have any
time, but if we did, we could watch television. There
was a gym there which they would take us to.
would take us there, but I can't remember
any others. They would beast us there. They ran us
into the ground until we collapsed. They had us doing
circuit training, running, and they would put boxing
gloves on us and have us fight each other. We would
just have to keep punching and punching, even though we
were knackered. If you had a burst nose, they would get
us to keep going. The activities weren't for
enjoyment.'

He says that they didn't celebrate either
Christmas or birthdays at Calder House when he was
there, and he never got any presents.

Reading short to paragraph 87, he says that he did
get visitors when he was there, though not from his
mother and father. The only visitor, he says, was the
father of someone who he'd befriended in the home.

He says that, at paragraph 88:

'T only ran away once when I was at Calder House,
just because it was more difficult te do it.'

Reading short, he says the police came and he was

taken back to Calder House and he says he 'got a doing'
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for running away:

'My punishment was that I was given a bucket of
water, carbolic scap, deck brush, knee pads, and
I started at the West End Bar and had to scrub every
lamp post as far as I could reach. I was only 10 years
old. It was a distance of about one mile. I was
beasted because I ran away.'

He says that children were given cigarettes in
there:

'It was those Woodbine ones, the really strong
ones. You would get one after a meal.'

And then he goes on to talk about abuse. With

reference to sl , he says:

'TI was physically assaulted and punched about. My
hair would get pulled by . When we were out
hiking, he would boot us if we weren't going fast
enough. That man was evil and I don't think he had time
for weans.'

He said that two other members of staff,

Mrs and Mrs , would slap you for no reason
whatsoever, and he says that a member of staff, who he
says is Mr , was a bit funny with the lassies:

'My opinicn now 1s that he was interfering with
them, but I didn't see anything. It was just the places

he took them on his own with them. He was there the
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first time and would have been in his early 30s. He was
a big guy with a beard. He was vicious with the boys
for nothing, just because he was in that position of
authority. He would press his thumb onto your forehead
and make you dizzy. He would also get the boys to fight
each other for his satisfaction. He would then mock
whoever had been battered.'

Paragraph 93, he talks about staff putting
newspapers on the floor and getting the bone comb out
for beasties, and to 'brush our hair'. He says, taking
that short, he was only 12, and he remembers one
particular occasion where a particular girl was getting
lumps of hair brushed out of her and she was crying in
agony.

'There was a time when we were away at Balmaha on
a trip and we were canoeing, and one of the staff
whacked a boy with a canoe paddle. He near enough
knocked the boy's head off and he had to go to the local
doctor to get stitches. The staff would also come
behind us in the canoe and deliberately tip us over to
capsize us.'

And reading short, to paragraph 96, he says:

'I can't exactly say how often I was physically
beaten up there. It could be every day, every second

day, or sometimes once a week. It was mostly by Ll
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brought up in Airdrie, but he went into care at a very
young age; he thinks about 2. His parents had health

difficulties. He BEEUGERRLGE TSN R EGREIC

Secondary Institutions - to be published later was then

physically abused when he returned home to be with his
parents.

At page 17, he talks about his time at
Calder House. He thinks he would have been about 15 at
that time. He was to go to an Approved School,
Springboig St John's, but was sent to Calder House for
an assessment. He tells us that at paragraph 88,
page 17.

Then, over the page, he says that he thinks the
social work took him to Calder House the same day as the
Panel. He says:

'T was there for about three or four weeks before
going on to stay at St John's, and it was a horrible
place. I don't have many memories from Calder House.'

He thinks it was in Blantyre:

'But I wasn't there for very long. I remember we
weren't allowed to smoke and I remember going to
classes, which was boring.'

He also remembers:

'... two or three staff coming up to me one day

and saying that so far they had been approaching me with

33
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She describes, paragraph 25, one of the other
children wetting the bed and recalls it happening. She
says:

'The sheets were dried and everyone knew about it.
The sheets were pulled off her bed in front of everybody
and staff were shouting and bawling at her. She was
crying and was scared. I don't know if she was
physically punished. The discipline was really strict
and there was a fearful atmosphere. Children would get
put in what were called "restrictions" and that was
a punishment. If someone did something wrong, then
everyone got punished. The children all sat cross
legged in a circle and surrounding the child or children
in trouble. One time Mrs Glenn [I think one of the
teachers] said I threw a chair in her classroom. I was
put in the cell. It had a glass window with bars on it

and someone must have tried to get out by breaking the

glass as the window was broken. There was |||} JIE

I'd never self-harmed before, because I felt so low.
I don't know how long I was in this cell for, but it
felt like forever. Other children were put in the cell
at different times.'

She was then in a children's home in Irvine, and

later Redheugh Adolescent Unit in Kilbirnie,
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later 8

If we then move to page 14, she talks about life
after care. She thinks she must have been under 16 when
she left, and she moved to Liverpool to be with her
sister and was there for several years. She says she
got married and had a family.

But, at paragraph 61, says that she decided she
wanted to achieve more and spoke to someone who worked
in residential care. She says:

'T knew that was what I wanted to do. I went back
to college in Kilwinning to study for a National
Certificate in social care. My ambition for a long time
was to work at [some residential establishment], but
didn't believe I would achieve this. Then I went on to
study for a Higher National Certificate at Langside
College and worked at a residential school at the same
time, as I had hoped to do. I worked there for
many years and I continue to work with young people now.
[She says] I think being in care must have had an impact
on me, but I find it hard to say what that is. I think
I've been very good at shutting things out. I don't let
it define me. I don't talk about being in care. I'm
embarrassed that I ended up in care and I don't discuss
it with my mum, as it must be shameful for her. I feel

it was my fault it happened and not hers. It's hard to

43






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

e

23

24

25

like to have a break now? You have been reading for
over an hour and we could take the morning break at this
stage and then come back and do the other statements.

MR SHELDON: I am more than happy to do that, my Lady. Thank
you.

LADY SMITH: Let's do that. Very well; I'll take a
15-minute break just now, but before I do that, just to

pick up on names -- some I have mentioned already but it

was over a week ago -- |l and Mrs
Mr and Mrs are people whose identities are

all protected by my General Restriction Order. They are
not to be identified outside this room. Thank you.

(11.08 am)

(A short break)

(11.30 am)

LADY SMITH: Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: My Lady, the next read-in in the sequence is
from an applicant who has waived anonymity. Her name is
Kate McKay --

Kate McKay (read)

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: -- and the reference for her statement is
WIT-1-000000816.

Kate, or Kathleen, was born in 1967. As usual,

she tells us a bit about her early life. She was born
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and brought wp in Glassov [
_ all taken into care at a very early age, -
_ due to neglect. She was in foster

care as a very young child, she thinks at about
six-months old, and was then in a children's home in

Lanark from the age of 3 or 4.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

At page 4, she tells us that she was returned to
her parents for a period, and has a memory of being
sexually abused during that period by a non-family
member, and was then taken into care again.

At page 5, we see she was in a children's home in
Carluke and then, over the page, foster care again, and
says that the foster mother physically abused her.

She was then in a children's home in Airdrie and

then Bellshill Children's Home. She starts to narrate

her time in Bellshill from page 7. Secondary Institutions - to bg
Secondary Institutions - to be published later . The placement was

a lengthy one, my Lady. She indicates that it seems to

have been from about 1976 to about 1985.

LADY SMITH: And by 1985 she -- is she 18 by 1985 or nearly?

Or 18 towards the end of 1985.

MR SHELDON: Nearly, my Lady.
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LADY SMITH: Yes, 17.

MR SHELDON: CECeUCEWALETTITLERSRLRILIE,ELREICY

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published latd she says she was imprisoned in
HMP Cornton Vale for ten days ERCCUCEINEUSNITNELERSCELY: - 1

says that was horrible and scary.

At page 15, paragraph 79, she tells us that she is

back to Bellshill -- Bt RIETNTTERS NNl REC

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

S d Instituti -tob blished lat

says that at Calder House -- paragraph 81:

'They were meant to assess me over a twelve-week

period, but I ended up being there for eight months.

E

I shared a room with three other girls.'

She says it was mixed sex, but they weren't
allowed to mix with the boys. There was a big metal
barn where they played netball, and played football on
an ash park. Reading that short, she says:

'There was some bullying and I was scared

sometimes.'
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From paragraph 84:

'I had schooling within the unit although I can't
remember doing any academic work, but I remember we did
pottery.'

She talks a bit about some of the results of that,
and she says she also worked in a nursery school for
work experience, and says that:

'As far as I can remember the staff were okay. We
had to keep our rooms tidy and sometimes helped in the
kitchen with the dishes.'

Paragraph 86:

'It was scary but I managed to escape through the
kitchen window. All the windows had bars, but a member
of staff had left the hall door open, so my friend and I
were able to get into the kitchen and escape. We got
all the way to Cambuslang and then we were caught by
Mrs , who was a staff member. She took us to the
police.'

At paragraph 87:

'T went back to Blantyre and the male member of
night staff who was on duty pinned me up against the
wall and told me that if I ever ran away again he would
really punish me. He had dark hair, but I can't
remember his name. Our punishment was that we had to

scrub all the halls with a toothbrush and go for a
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three-mile jog. I accidentally cut my leg on a can at
the beginning of the jog, so I didn't have to do it.
I still have a scar. I had reviews when I was
in Blantyre and they let me know that they were keeping
me for longer. I think I spoke at those. I didn't like
being locked up, so I was upset that I was kept there
for so long. There was a visiting room and_
visited. She also took me out.

'Before I went into Blantyre I knew there was
a cell where they put you if you had behaved badly.
I knew about this because_was a 5 P o
I probably had a review and was told I was going back to

Bellshill.'

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

also, it seems, fostered for a period during that time.

At page 20, she tell us about life after being in
care. It is clear there was a difficult period. She
had no contact with her social worker, paragraph 102.
She got into trouble with the police and was homeless
for a period. She then talks about meeting her husband,
and ending up having children.

She says, at paragraph 109 that:

49

































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

e

23

24

25

doesn't remember seeing anything happening:

'... other than what I set out below that could be
considered abusive.'

At paragraph 65, he says he remembers that the
night watchmen wanted complete silence after the lights
went off:

'They made you stand facing the wall for hours on
end if you were carrying on or making noise in your room
during the night. They would come in, take you out of
the room to the corridor and make you stand in the
corner facing a wall, for up to three hours. You were
standing there right up against the wall in your
pyjamas. You would stand there until you were that
physically knackered that you just wanted to go back to
your bed to sleep. The night watchman would sit
watching you whilst you were standing facing the wall.
They would be sitting in the hallway. It wasn't as if
one person was being singled out. Being made to stand
in the corridor at night happened a lot to everybody in
Calder House.'

At paragraph 67, he says he 1is not 100 per cent
sure what happened that resulted in his being moved, but
thinks there would have been social work involvement.

Page 17, he is then briefly in Larchgrove and then

Bellshill Children's Home, Secondary Institutions - to be publishg
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Secondary Institutions - to be publis

My Lady, passages on his life after care and the
impact on him were read in during the CrossReach
Hearings.

LADY SMITH: Yes, I remember those were looked at in some
detail.

MR SHELDON: I will just say that, as usual, there is
a declaration and the statement is signed.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR SHELDON: So, finally, my Lady, we come to the statement

'Skylexr!' (read)

MR SHELDON: The reference for her statement is
WIT-1-000001464.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: Mrs tells us about her own qualifications
and background on page 1 and, at paragraphs 4 and 5,
about some background to Calder House. She says, at
paragraph 8, page 2, that from her perspective, staff
attitude was generally very good and their interaction
with the children at that time was to build a good
understanding of the children's needs while they were in
Calder House. She was deputy matron of Calder House
between 1969 and 1971, and matron between 1971 and 1987,

and tells us about her responsibilities in those roles.
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MR SHELDON: She talks from paragraph 13 about the structure

of and recruitment of staff at Calder House. At
paragraph 14, she says that was
SNR He was very professional. He was very hands on
and he made a point of getting to know- staff and
worked alongside them.

If we move, my Lady, to page 4, paragraph 27 --
she talks in these paragraphs about the children at
Calder House. Paragraph 24, about numbers, and at
paragraph 27, says that:

'Leisure time was organised and the children had
access to board games, TV and sports, which included
badminton, shinty and gym football. There were also
disco nights. She says there were organised trips which
were mostly at weekends, and children were taken in
a school bus to swimming, hillwalking, parks and the
museum. There were no informal trips. Children were
schooled in two classes with two qualified teachers.
There was a woodwork room and a pottery room, with two
qualified instructors, which children attended
throughout each day.'

She says, at paragraph 31, page 5:

'Children did manual work which consisted of
making their own beds and keeping their units clean.'

She says, paragraph 33, that:
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And over the page, at paragraph 66, says that she
was aware of visits from inspectors and of inspections
being carried out. They came unannounced and spoke with
staff and children in the institution:

'I don't remember whether they spoke with children
individually or in a group, nor whether other adults or
staff would have been present.

'The inspectors [she says] spoke with me when
inspections of the kitchens, laundry and dining areas
were taking place.'’

She is not sure whether inspectors gave feedback.
At paragraph 7, she says that:

'The care staff wrote a log sheet, which they then
passed to to write up in a daily
logbook."

So it seems, my Lady, that ,
clearly Mr , would make up a final log,

as it were, of what was happening.
LADY SMITH: Although he hadn't been involved in what was
happening on the daily basis.
MR SHELDON: Yes.
She says:
'T had no access to any record keeping, except for
the records I kept on domestic duties.'

She says, paragraph 72:
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MR SHELDON: 'Liz' mentions that a couple who she calls

were at Calder House. Taking the

detail of the allegations short, my Lady, 'Liz'

says

that there was emotional abuse; that she was made to

scrub floors; and that Mrs , as she puts
instructed night security staff to hit her with
and that there was the use of a cell, which was

a prison cell. In response, 'Skyler' says:

ity
a cane;

like

'I have no knowledge of what 'Liz' is stating

about me. I did not abuse her.

'T feel sadness that 'Liz' has felt the need to

raise these accusation about me. I have no knowledge of

acting inappropriately towards 'Liz' in any way.

The

passage of time has not affected my recollection of

what's alleged. I don't know why these things are being

said about me. I do accept that would be abuse

b

a child was treated in the way described by 'Liz'.

I did not abuse 'Liz' in any way.'

She goes on to talk about allegations made by

another applicant, whose pseudonym is 'Jessica'.

'Jessica' gave evidence, live evidence, on the 11 July

this year. It is TRN-12-000000094.

Again, summarising the allegations, there is
an allegation that the mum -- and she uses a particular
name -- just shouted at everyone all the time. She says
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