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in a corner in a thingmy, but he was still trying to get
at me. But I was trying to dodge it, and the more I was
dodging, the angrier he was getting, and the angrier he
was getting, the more he was trying to hit me.

And were you injured in the course of this attack?

I suppose I would have had welts all over myself, over
my legs and my back. I was crying. I was probably
screaming. Most of the residents probably heard me from
upstairs because 1t was a warm day, and usually on

a warm day, before you went to the classes or whatever,
they would line you up outside the main entrance and ask
you, or tell you, what classes you were going to;
'You're going to music class', 'You're going to
English', or arithmetic or whatever class you were going
to that day.

I think from the timeframe you've been talking about,
yvou would be aged about ten when this happened?

Yeah.

Now, you also say that he -- at paragraph 45 -- he
disappeared at some point, but he was replaced by

Father . And he was -- he wasnae as -- he was

just as bad, to be honest. He done the same things as
Brother Benedict. When you were all lining up, he would

stand at one end and he would look down and if we
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for the residents.

MR MACAULAY: You go on to tell us a little bit about the

layout, and this is at paragraph 58. And then you go on

to mention whowas at the time when you

A. Father .

Q. And I think you say that he --

A. He took an instant dislike to me because --

Q. Now, don't tell us why.

LADY SMITH: 'Dean', can I ask you something else? It's
really good that you're so keen to explain things to us
and give us your evidence as gquickly as you can. If you
speak at the same time as Mr MacRulay, the stenographers
can't note what you're both saying. We all do it. This
isn't a criticism. I'm just asking you to be aware of
that and make their life a little bit easier. Thank
you.

A. Okay.

MR MACAULAY: What you say in your statement in relation to

E‘atherwas, first of all, that he told you that

he disliked you; what did he say to you?

And you also say that he was 'a nasty piece of work' and
we'll look at things that happened to you --

Oh yeah.
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Yeah. Yeah.
See what you say there about:

'A lot of the boys didn't bother much with
education. We were getting told that we were no good
and some boys didn't believe there was anything for
them. '

Can I just understand that?

Yeah.

Who was saying this?

The actual priests and the monks that were there looking
after us. If we'd done something wrong, you were always
told, 'You're no good, you'll never be good. You'll
never make anything of your life. That's you got

a criminal record, so you'll never be anybody. You'll
never get ...’

So you started to believe that at a young age. You
believed you were no good. If you're getting told
constantly that you're not good, you're evil, you're
bad, you start to believe it, so you become bad.

Was that the sort of language that was being used?
That's the way they spoke to you if you were put on
report for being cheeky to a civilian member of staff,
because we'd be playing football, there could be things

in the gym; if you'd done something wrong, you were sent

in front of the Father , as he was
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at the place, and you were punished. But he would tell
you, 'You again. I'm sick of seeing you. I wish you
weren't here'. There's a lot of bad things that were
said to you, you know. And, as I say, you believed it.
If you're told that many times, you believe it.

You have mentioned Father In relation to
members of the Order; can you tell me any other names of
priests or Brothers who were there when you were there?
I think there was a Mr Stevenson. I don't know if he
was the fencing instructor. They used to do fencing.
There was a lot of sports. I can't remember their names
off the top of my head, it was a long --

You mentioned a little while ago lay staff; were there
lay staff involved with the boys as well?

Yeah, yeah, yes. There were civilians there, yeah.

Just in relation to the civilian staff; where were they?
Did they stay at the place or --

No, no, they went home at night.

In relation to visitors, you tell us, at 74, that you
didn't have any social work visitors while you were
there?

No.

Did you run away?

Yeah.

Can you just talk to me about that? Did you run away on

18
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quite a number of occasions?

I ran away a few times. I think, the first time, three
of us absconded from St John Bosco's and obviously we
jumped in the back of a bus, where they put the luggage,
and we got to Edinburgh and from Edinburgh we got the
train home.

Did you do that on a number of occasions?

I done that as much as I could. Any time I got caught
and got took back, first chance I got of running away
again I would do it.

And did others run away as well?

Yeah. There was a lot of people running away because of
the things that was going on. There was a lot of abuse,
physical, mental abuse going on in St John Bosco's at
that time.

Why did you run away?

Because of the beatings I got off of Father .

He just -- I seemed to be getting put on report, and any
time I got put on report it wasn't a talking to; it was
always a beating.

Can I just focus on that, therefore? Because you talk
about that from paragraphs 81 onwards. Can you just
tell me then what would happen when you were going to be

faced with Father ?

Sorry, say that again.
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Let's say you have run away and been brought back; what
would happen?

You would get a punishment. He would either want to
give you the belt, and if he gave you the belt you would
have to pull your sleeves up, so he could get you on the
wrist, or he would tell you to bend over his desk and he
would hit me with a cane or a belt, slap me in the
buttocks.

And was that with your clothing on?

Sometimes he would tell you to pull your shorts up, so
your cheeks were exposed, again, so he could slap you on
the cheeks with the belt or the stick or whatever it is.
There are a few times I had welts on the back of my legs
with getting hit by him.

How often do you think you were treated in that way by
Father ?

At least once a week. Any time I was put on report. If
I had -- put on report three times in the one week, it
was three times I was punished.

How many strokes normally?

Sometimes it was five strokes, sometimes it could have
been seven strokes. To be honest, you're not counting
them, you're crying. I was crying when he was doing it.
He wasn't holding back.

That's one thing you do say, at 82:
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paragraph 82, that whenever he was beating you, he
always had one hand in his cassock.

In his cassock or in his trousers. Whenever you turned
round -- I've turned round a couple of times and seen
his hands in his cassock and it doesn't take much of
your imagination to know what he was doing.

Did you form any view at the time as to --

Not at the time, no. But, as I got older, I realised.
I mean, he must have been up to something. Must have
been getting some gratification out of it.

Apart from Father ; were there any other members
of the staff --

None, it was just him.

Well, don't get me wrong, there were a few staff
members I must have been cheeky to to get put on report,
to be in front of Fatherin the first place.
You know, but we'd be playing football or whatever and
-- maybe a bad foul and I didn't agree with the member
of staff that was refereeing it and I would be cheeky,
and so I would be put on report.

When you were put on report you got a yellow card,

and if you got two yellow cards it was a red card, so
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you never got home that weekend. That's the kind of
things they done; stopped you from going home.

Can I ask you this: when you were being dealt with by
Father ; would that be in his office or his
room?

In his office.

Would anybody else be present?

No. Whoever took you in would leave.

When you were at St John Bosco's; did you try to talk to
other members of staff as to what was happening to you?
No, no.

You are telling us about your own experiences. What
about other boys? Do you know what was happening to
other boys?

Well, it's just hearsay, isn't it? You heard other boys
were getting took out to -- there was a forest-type

thing and there was a wee cabin and sometimes they'd say

to go -- there was a wee monk -- I can't remember his
name -- he would want boys to go with him to pick up
branches for -- I don't know if they had a log fire or

whatever it was, but he would want to take boys. But
I never, ever went there. I never went there, so

I don't know what happened. But I heard things were
happening. Obviously, boys talk.

In relation to E‘atherand how he dealt with

24
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An apple.

Who said that to you?

That was in Glenochil, .

At 132, you say that you're institutionalised?

Yeah, even now. I don't -- obviously, I can't go out
and do things. I can't go and play football with my
grandson or anything like that. I can't walk a far
distance, so I'm stuck in the house most of the time.
And I prefer that, because the only people I knew
causing my lifestyle were criminals and addicts, so if

I go back to them I'm going back to -- I'm going to go
back to the old way of living, so I had to do away with
them, stop mingling with them, and I prefer my own
solitary ...

And that's what you've done?

Yeah, yeah.

I think you have taken medical advice in connection with
how you are?

Yeah.

Have you been having nightmares over the period?

As I said, I had it buried for so long and then when the
police got in contact with me about St Ninian's, I've
started it -- it's all -- there's a lot, as I said,

I had it buried, a lot I couldn't remember. But through

the police coming and taking statements and that off me,
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mentioned a Brother and Brotherhas the

protection of my General Restriction Order and evidence
relating to him mustn't be identified as -- in relation
to him outside this room.

S0, have we got time to read in a statement? Let's

do that.

MR MACAULAY: Ms MacLeod will do that.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Tom' (read)

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, this is a statement of an applicant

who will use the pseudonym 'Tom'. His statement can be
found at WIT-1-000000166:

'My name is 'Tom'. I was born in 1951. My contact
details are known to the Inquiry. I have five older
brothers and four sisters. I'm the youngest child of
the family. We lived in a council house in Glasgow and
I went to primary school. My siblings all moved away
from the family home while I was a child.

'One day in primary school, I dodged school with two
other boys. I was aged around 11 when this happened.
The three of us were walking around in Shawlands and
a shop window got smashed. The police came and the
three of us were taken to Larchgrove Remand Home for
reports to be done. This was the first time I'd been in

trouble with the police and it was the first time I had
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about his time at a children's home in Bridge of Weir,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: -- in his evidence.

I'll move to paragraph 47, on page 11, where the
witness speaks about his time at St John Bosco's
Approved School in Aberdour. Records recovered from the

Inguiry indicate that this witness was admitted to

St John Bosco's 011_1964 and that he was
there until_ 1966. So he would have been 12

when he was admitted:

'St John Bosco's was an Approved School that was
open and not a secure unit. This was a large stately
home on a hill in its own grounds. There was a main
house and separate buildings in front of it where the
school was. The main house was for us to sleep in and
wash and shower in. We ate in a canteen in a separate
building. There was also a gatehouse for the gardener
to live in. There was also a play area outside for
recreation, like playing basketball. I can't remember

now how I felt about going there.
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'"This home was run by a religious order called the
Salesian Fathers. It was run by men who were Brothers
and priests as well as two lay Brothers. These were men
who weren't priests, but dressed and behaved as i1f they
were. The Brothers wore plain black robes with a belt
and the priests had a similar robe with a cape over
their shoulders that was pulled up over their heads when
it was windy, as well as wearing a hat.

'TI can only remember two religious Brothers and
another man who was called Brother. He was
actually a civilian staff member, but was called a
Brother. I think there were three priests. There was

a priest in overall charge and I rarely saw him.

I can't recall his name. The priest who was
was called Father. The other ones dealt

with us on a day to day basis if anything was wrong.

I only saw the head priest when I was ready for leaving
school at 15 and he asked me to see -- if I knew what

I wanted to do in the future. There was also

a Brother, who was a religious Brother.

'"The main building consisted of three floors. On
the ground floor there were offices and a sick bay. On
the middle floor there were communal baths and showers
as well as dorm rooms. There was also an attic with

dormitories and showers. The religious staff had their
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provided the education. The school was generally okay
and I just got on with attending the classes. I think
there were three different classes, so we weren't all in
the same room. The lay Brother, taught carpentry.
The gardener who lived in the grounds also taught some
classes inside. I can't remember which ones. I think
he was a married man and I can't remember his name.

'A priest gave us lessons in maths and English.
Education was hard as I'd not had much schooling before.
I think the teaching was basic and we weren't being
prepared for taking any examinations.

'There was one priest, I can't recall his name, who
was small and bald headed, and he hit us with a ruler on
the head or on the knuckles with the edge of the ruler.
This could be for just getting a sum wrong or reading
a wrong word. Every one of the teachers punished us in
thelr own way.

'"There was Mass salid first thing every day in
a short service and before we went to school. There was
a longer service on a Sunday. As well as the boys,
people from the village came to the service. The church
was in an outside building. I'm not sure if we had
breakfast before or after going to Mass.

'I was picked along with another boy to serve as an

altar boy. Father had taken a shine to me for
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some reason.

'We had to either wash a car or we sawed up logs for
the priest who had a small house in the grounds. We'd
get points or stars for doing chores and these were
shown on a chart on the wall that was for everyone to
see. The chores were done on a Saturday.

'There was a games room set up in one of the outside
buildings. We played in the yard and there were roller
skates to play with and volleyball in the yard. There
was a football park away from the building. A priest
supervised what was going on. There was no TV, but we
may have watched a film sometimes on a projector screen.
There was a dance troupe at the school and the boys wore
kilts. I remember Brother [ClUEEMMdeliberately putting his
hand on boys in the area where he said the sporran would
go. There was no need for him to touch the boys in that
way.'

At paragraph 66, the witness speaks about some trips
and, in 67, birthdays and Christmas, and, in 68, he
speaks about medical care:

'"My brother and his wife and my dad came to visit
once and that was on sports day. That's the only visit
I remember. I don't recall any social work visits.
There were no reviews of my placement. I'm not aware of

any independent inspections taking place. One of the
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boys' sister came and took me and the boy out for the
day. I didn't try to run away from the school.

'There were boys who wet the bed, but I can't
remember if boys were ridiculed for it. I don't
remember physical punishment. I don't think there were
as many boys who wet the bed as there had been in the
other home I'd been in.

'If boys were found to be fighting they'd get
skelped with the back of someone's hand on the spot or
the belt would be used to whack you on the backside or
legs. I got the belt a few times. I'm not aware of any
punishment being recorded in a book or log. The
Brothers had belts on them like trouser belts and not
the normal school belt. They used the belts to hit us
on the back of the legs or the backside. We wore short
trousers, so we were being hit on bare skin and it was
painful. It happened to me. The priests were
frequently shouting or bawling at someone or other.

'After lights out, when just the red light was on
and everybody else should be sleeping, Brothercame
into the room and started touching me. I was in bed,
with his hands in a sexually intimate manner under the
bedclothes. I don't recall him speaking to me. This
started after I had been at the school for a few days

and it happened three or four times over a couple of
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weeks . I knew what was going on Secondary Institutions - to be published I3

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

'Then on one occasion, not at bedtime, Brother

caught me by the back of the ear and was pulling it. I
reacted violently and tried to kick and punch him. He
didn't bother me after that. I assume he moved on to
someone else. I was punished for kicking and punching
him, although I'm not sure now what that punishment was.
It was probably being hit with the belt. No other boy
told me it happened to him.

'T was aware that some boys were woken up and taken
out of the dorm room at night. I was woken up by the
noise of them being woken up by someone who came into
the room and them leaving the room. The red light bulb
was switched on. I assumed at the time it was something
to do with bed wetting. I didn't see them coming back.
I think it happened most nights. When I was up in the
attic I remember seeing the same boy being taken.

I can't remember his name. That sort of thing didn't
happen to me.

'Father had a pick-up truck and when I was
working with him on a chore outdoors he'd get me to sit
on his knee when he was driving. He was clearly aroused
by this. He didn't say anything about it. As far as

I know I was the only boy he took in the pick-up truck.
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'Fatheralso liked to clean out my ears at
night with a cotton wool bud and he'd stand right behind
me and pressing against me. I don't know his reason for
doing it. I was the only boy he did that to that I saw.
I think I was aged 13 or 14.

'T never told anybody what happened at the school.

If Brother had gone any further I might have tried

to report him, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

I can't have been the only boy these things were
happening to at the school.

'I was due to leave the school in 1965 and I went to
see the priest in charge in his office for the first
time. I was sent home by train to live with my mum and
dad in Glasgow. I had no more than a week's notice that
I was leaving the school to go back to my parents.

'I went back to live with my parents and went back
to secondary school for just a few months. I was aged
15 and then I left school. I had a few temporary jobs
and tried a number of trades, like plumber and butchers.
Sometimes I lasted four or five months in a job and
sometimes only a few days. I was getting into bother
with the police. I was 16 and then went through
an adult court and was sent to a detention centre at

Longriggend for a few months. I was released from there
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to a ledger with the names of hundreds of boys who had
attended the school and were trying to locate as many as
they could. The police showed me a photograph of three
priests from the school and I was able to identify both
Brotherand Father .

'I forgot about the abuse until the police contacted
me. I had thought I couldn't do anything about abuse as
it happened so long ago.

'A short time after I saw the police I saw the TV
advert for the Inquiry and I realised there was
something else I could do to report the abuse. I have
not tried to access any of my records.

'TI hope abuse like this doesn't go on in children's
homes now. These homes need to be held to account for
what happened there. What these people got away with
was hidden for too long. I hope the Ingquiry can stop
this abuse happening behind closed doors in future.

'I'm aware that two of my own brothers were abused
when they were in care themselves in Approved Schools.

A family member told me about it recently, but they've
never told me. I never told my brothers and sisters
about the abuse I suffered.

'I didn't see any other abuse going on in St John's,
but looking back now it must have been happening to

other boys. I'd like to see the men who did this being
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you would be there?

No.

Were you shown to a dormitory where you would be
sleeping?

Yes.

Did you share that dormitory with some other boys?

How many boys were in your dormitory?

The dormitories were partitioned off with a glass
partition at the top and there was about four or five of
these in this section, with about 25 boys. That was it.
What is your recollection of the number of boys in the
school overall?

How many boys were in the school?

Yes.

To me it looked like hundreds, but possibly 50 boys.

And what about the age range of the boys?

From as young as 8 -- no, as young as 10, to 16.
Do you remember who KME was?
Father (e I

Who were the other staff or Fathers that you remember?

Father i , E‘ather I called him

Brother (S , but his name just was.

I called him Ak for some reason, because it's

-; -and I called him [R44 i
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So, looking at Father first of all; can you tell
me what his role was in the school?

Father , he was a priest.

Was he someone that had interactions with the boys?

Yes, he was a favourite with the boys.

And what about Brother '?
Father ?

Father .
He was a priest, same as .
E‘ather

Same category as

What about Father , who you have mentioned?
This was Brother il . He was a priest, with a robe

on, what have you. He was also a woodwork teacher.
We'll go on to look at some of these staff members later
on in your statement. But, first of all, can you tell
me a little bit about the routine at St John Bosco's, in
terms of in the mornings, for example, who was involved
in getting the boys up and arranged for breakfast, that
sort of thing?

Well, it was early in the morning. I don't particularly
remember what time it was. We got up, we had our
breakfast -- went down to the dining hall, had our
breakfast -- our breakfast, to school, say about 8.30 or
9 o'clock. It was school until about 2 o'clock in the

afterncon, and then it was TV time, free time or play
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were crying. They got took away in the middle of the
night. And some of the bed wetters hadnae wet the bed
and they were still getting took away through the night,
and they came back sobbing and crying and greeting.

I never asked any questions.

Was there a school?

Yes.

As in an education kind of school?

There was a corridor with a few classrooms in it.

And how did you find the teaching?

At the start I was interested, first week or two. Got
to know the teacher. Miss , that was my teacher.
And after what happened to myself, I wasnae interested
in any part of the school or any part of being there.
Focusing on Miss then; what kind of relationship
did you have with her? How did you find her?

Just a teacher. Nothing else.

I think you mention in your statement that she didn't
treat you well?

No.

How did she treat you?

Well, after what happened to myself, I sort of went into
myself. I wasnae opening up with anything. I wasnae
concentrating on my schoolwork. I wasnae doing my

schoolwork. I didnae want to be there. Miss
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actually speaking about here.

Who gave punishment if you did something that was seen
to merit punishment?

It was the priests.

Was there a particular priest who dealt with that or
could that be any of the priests?

It could have been any one of them. It was mainly

If we look at Father first of all, then. If

he was going to punish you for something that he
perceived that you had done; what did he do?

He belted you (indicating) .

Which part of your body did he belt you on?

Mainly the head. Slap on the head or give you the belt.
You are holding your hand out; on your hand?

Yes. And that was a big thing if he gave you the belt,
because all the boys seen you pulling your hand away and
they were laughing because it was sore on your hand.

Was that something that was done there and then, when
something happened, or did it happen at a later time?

It happened at later times. I actually got belted on
the behind and all, but that's not the same
establishment.

At St John Bosco's; were you belted on the head and the

hand?
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Yes.

Can you help me with how regularly this happened to you?
Quite regular. I was classed as -- how can I say this?
I didnae want to be at this home, so I caused so much
hassle by bringing the police to the -- I was escaping
all the time, trying my best to get to Glasgow.

Sometimes I done it, sometimes I never. Police picked

me up, took me back. And Fatherand another
priest, E‘ather says I'm causing too much hassle

for the home because I'm bringing the police back and
forward. They didnae want it. There was a big issue
for bringing the police to the home.
And I'll ask you a little bit later on about running
away, because I'm aware you did run away on a number of
occasions.

So looking at use of the belt then; were there other
staff members who used the belt?
Not that I'm aware.
You've described what happened to you; did you see other
boys being hit with a belt in that way by Father
LOB >
No, no.
You mention in your statement that you could be punched?
Yes.

Who punched you?
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Father . E‘ather used to be a regular
thing. He was You_ from
this man -- the other priests_from him. He
was He used to make it a habit to

get to me because I was causing trouble with 'I'm away,
I'm off', staff out looking for me, police out looking
for me, that kind of stuff.

How can I say this? I was a thorn in their side,
sort of thing. I was unaware of that at the time, but
I was that kind of boy.

And the punching then; can you help me with -- is that
something that happened regularly to you or was that --
No, because I ended up -- when something happened with
that, for the reason I'm here, when that happened,

I started standing up for myself.

When you were punched by E‘ather; where did he
punch you? Which part of your body?

It was a backhander. It could be a backhander across
your face, see stars, flash, that kind of stuff. Just
out the blue that happened. For some reason -- for some
reason, he just done it for the sake of doing it.

If I can look then to Brother 'Charlie', and
what you tell us about him. You speak about this in
paragraphs 24 and 46 of your statement.

If you tell me, first of all, 'Charlie' -- I think
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I was putting the robe on and he threw me over the
table, put -- held my head down on the table and whipped
my underpants -- and that was it. He raped me.

I cannae say it any other way. That's what
happened.

I was screaming. He started holding my mouth and
that. It was done. It was finished. And he was all
nice again. He turned a right evil man when that
happened. I didnae understand what was going on, to be
honest with you. I Jjust didnae know what was happening,
and it was mine and his secret. I'm not to tell anyone
about it, blah, blah, blah. 2And I stayed well away.

I was on another planet after that.

Was that something he said to you, 'Charlie', not to
tell anyone about it?

Yes. And I didn't.

Were you injured?

I was bleeding.

You mention in your statement that you're convinced that

your teacher, Miss , may have known that something

had happened?

Yes, yes.

Why did you think she may have known?

Because she used to threaten me. If I didnae pay

attention to her, she used to threaten me I was to go
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and see him. Or he's going to come and see me.
In paragraph 50 of your statement, 'Charlie', you say
that you remember a particular boy from St John Bosco's.
Now, we don't need to use his name, but you tell us
about something you remember him saying in the dining
room?
I don't recall.
Okay. That's fine. You have mentioned this already and
yvou talk about it in your statement, that you started
running away from St John Bosco's?
Yes.
Was that after the incident --
Yes.

-- with Brother ?
Yes.
Where were you trying to run away to?
To Glasgow.
On some occasions did you make it to Glasgow?
Yes.
Were you returned on some occasions by the police?
Yes.
Is that when the school started to punish you for
running away?
Yes. They didnae let me go home for six to twelve weeks

sometimes.
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On occasions when you were brought back and you were
punished for that; how were you punished?

I wasnae allowed certain activities. I wasnae

allowed -- I'm thinking about it. I've been in that
many establishments. I'm getting confused with some of
the things, some of the things that you're saying to me.
I don't know if it's this establishment, or is it that
establishment or that establishment, because I got
passed around.

But it was a slap and it was -- they made me wear
shorts, short trousers. I was the only boy in the
school that wore short trousers in the winter, with
a pair of plastic shoes so I couldnae run away.

But that was easy conquered, because I would take
another boy's clothes and run away.

On the occasions that you were brought back to the
school and punished; were you ever physically punished
for running away?

Yes, yes.

And was that E‘atherwho punished you?

And did that punishment take place in his room, in his
office, or could it be anywhere in the school?
It was the main building, his quarters. Boys werenae

allowed into it, but he took me into it.
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Would there be a witness present, another Brother there,
while you were being physically punished?
Sometimes, sometimes. Sometimes no.
And on those occasions when you were physically punished
in his quarters; what form did the punishment take? Was
that the belt again or something else?
It was a slap and verbal, with the finger getting
pointed. And he used to swear at me. He used to call
me 'You fucking wee bastard. You're bringing the police
here', blah, blah, blah, that kind of stuff. Trying to
intimidate me. He was intimidating me.
Would the belt be used on these occasions?
Not that I'm aware.
You have explained that you didn't tell anybody about
the incident with Brother ; did you tell people
how you were being treated more generally in the school?
Well, the way I was getting treated at the time, I
caused that for me to be treated like that, so everybody
knew about it.

I was a misfit in that place after what happened to
me. I didnae want to be there.
When it came time for you to leave St John Bosco's; how
did that happen? Was it a sudden thing that happened or
can you help me with how that came about?

This is what I recall: I left St John Bosco's, I got put
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Records recovered in relation to St Joseph's suggest
that 'Charlie' was admitted on-l975, so quite
shortly after your time at St John Bosco's?

Yes.

You tell us in your statement, 'Charlie', that you
arrived at St Joseph's much more streetwise than you had
been at St John Bosco's?

Yes.

And that you turned into quite a violent person?

Yes.

And is that -- was that a development of what you've
already been telling me, how your behaviour changed
following the incident with Brotherat

5t John Bosco's?

Yes.

In terms of the -- you would have been about 13 when you
arrived at St Joseph's?

Yes.

You tell us that some of the boys were quite a lot older
than you?

Yes.

Do you remember whoat St Joseph's, who

It was religious, again. There was a -- Brother

was ERE I
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What was he like?

Didnae see much of that man.

Were you allocated to a particular cottage when you
arrived at St Joseph's?

Yes.

Is that how the school was arranged; that some of the
children lived in cottages outwith the main school
building?

There were four cottages outside the main building.
Was your cottage run by a couple?

Yes.

Can you remember their names?

Mr and Mrs

I think you tell us in your statement there was a night
watchman also, in each cottage?

Yes.

Who was the night watchman in your cottage?

Used to be .

Did you share a room with other boys in the cottage?
Yes.

You mention about six boys?

Yes.

If we can look at, first of all. You tell

us a little bit about him in paragraphs 58 and 69 of
your statement. What was 1ike? What are
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your memories of him?

HPT was the housemaster. Seemed an all right
kind of guy. I kept my distance from authority.

I wasnae interested in speaking to any of them. I kept
my distance from authority.

In your statement, you mention that he used to organise
some parties?

Yes, at nighttime.

In the cottage?

Yes.

Who would be in attendance at the parties?

When I say 'parties', if this i1s what you mean, when the
alcohol used to come into the situation, yes, yes, that
was happening. And sometimes a girl or two came in.

I don't know who they were.

Did you see anything that concerned you at the time?
The whole situation concerned me.

What concerned you about 1it?

Because there was alcohol involved and he was
encouraging guys like myself, and younger than myself,
to have a swally.

This wasencouraging the boys to drink

alcohol?

HPT

No, no, this was another watchman. and his wife

and his kid -- his kid was _, so he was a lot of
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work to -- sometimes I used_myself to
certain places. He was [ TN

This was the night watchman organising the parties?
Yes, this is a watchman that comes in. It wasnae

HPT A HPT wasnae involved in that kind of stuff.
Do you remember the name of the night watchman?

No, I never seen him in my life before.

It was the night watchman who was arranging these
gatherings with alcohol --

Yes.

-- and encouraging the boys to drink?

Yes.

You mentioned that girls would sometimes come to those?
Yes, girls older than myself. I don't know where the
girls came from. I don't know.

In your statement, you say that older boys told you that
staff would watch older boys having sex with girls?
Yes.

That wasn't something you saw yourself?

No.

Can I ask you then about Brother Benedict, who you also
talk about in your statement, 'Charlie'? What was
Brother Benedict's role at St Joseph's while you were
there?

He was a teacher.
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Now, in your statement you describe him as a 'bit of

a nutcase'?

Oh, definitely.

Can you develop that for me? What made him a nutcase?
His actions. Things that he done. I never noticed this
at the start, but I gradually got to see what he was all
about.

You say that Brother Ben was brutal with the boys and
used to punch you?

Well, I don't know about brutal with the boys; he was
brutal with me.

So in terms of his behaviour with you then; can you
explain for me how -- was it -- did he punish you for
things or how did this sort of behaviour come about?
Everything was good at the start. St Joseph's was a new
start for me. Nobody knew me, so in my own head I was
willing to change and be nice and stick to the rules
sort of a situation.

I met Brother Ben, never knew nothing, what he was
like at the time, and had a conversation with him. We
had a conversation and he says, 'You know my friend',

I said, 'Who's your friend?' He told me his friend.
And his friend was Brotherfrom Aberdour, so
right away I went on ultra alert. Aye, that was me. As

soon as he said that to me, then the rest was history
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in relation to Brother Ben and that's at JUS-000000068.
On that indictment, charges 37, 38 and 39 relate to
offences of which Brother Benedict was convicted after
trial and where you were the complainer, 'Charlie';
you're aware of that?
Yes.
Two of these charges relate to sexual offences and one
to physical abuse?
Yes.
Another staff member at St Joseph's, you tell us about
in your statement, is a Mr?
HPS , yes.
What do you remember about him? How did he behave with
the boys?
He was wanting to be your pal, sort of a teacher. As
I said earlier on -- authority, I stayed well away.
I didnae want to be about these people. And he was
telling us how to wash our penises, that kind of stuff.
It was kind of a weird-- hearing -- for him saying that.
That is what I can remember.

He took us on an outing, me and another boy.
I'1l not mention the boy's name. A friend of mine. Put
us in the boot of his car to take us to somewhere. What
was the name of that place? Berwick-upon-Tweed,

I think. It was a long journey anyway. We went to

96



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A.

Q.

A.

a river and he had us in the boot. Put me and the other
boy in the boot of the car. We thought it was fun, to
be honest with you, but that's what he done with us.

I think you tell us about that in your statement; that
he locked you and a friend in the boot of the car and
drove for 30 miles with you in the boot?

Yes.

Going back to what you said, about what he said to boys,
in terms of washing themselves; can you help me with
that? Did he say anything to you about how you should
wash yourself, and in particular your private parts?

No, I don't think so.

Did he say to other boys?

He says it to me and this other boy that he took out for
the outing. We were unaware. I was unaware that --

I thought he was an all right kind of guy, but it turned
out he wasnae really an all right kind of guy.

I'm trying to work out; was this something he said in
front of you or something another boy told you about?
I'm not sure.

Okay. Another staff member you mention is

MJK :
. I remember him well.

Was he a metalwork teacher?

Yes.
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I went to the high school, only lasted days and
I was in another establishment. I was away again.
For the transcript, the record suggests that you left
St Joseph's on_1974?
Right.
You have mentioned that you ended up in another
establishment; was that St Mary's?
St Mary's.
In Bishopbriggs?
Yes.
In your statement you tell us that that was when you
were about 15 or so?
Yes.
Was it lay staff who were in St Mary's?
It was civilian staff.
While you were at St Mary's; did you have any concerns
about the staff and how they were treating the children
in their care?
Yes, right away.
What were your concerns?
It was same as the last two.
Were there any staff members in particular that you can
remember that come to mind in relation to your concerns?
How I remember the staff, I had different names for

them. il he was ancient. I don't know how he
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was a teacher, but he was ancient. Well, to me he was
ancient. I forget -- I wasnae there too long, but it
was all the same scenario. It was all

In your statement you mention LYT , and also

a Bill Fanks?

Bill Franks, that's it. And there was_
-there too. I cannae recall their names. A long
time ago.

Can you help me with the set-up at St Mary's? Were
there boys and girls there, in St Mary's?

No.

All boys?

All boys.

What was the age range there?

I'd say -—- I wasnae there too long, to be honest with
you. I'wve had enough of Approved Schools by this time
myself. I just left. Ages -- I'd say 16.

If we then focus on the two people that you have
mentioned there. Ll ; what were your concerns
about?

He was tampering with the children.

Did you see him?

I never seen it, but it was spoke about. It was widely
spoke about.

Who spoke to you about him?
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Other boys.

What did they say?

Sexual favours and they got whatever they got for a --
what do you call it? For a reward. They got -- they
would get looked after better than the rest of the boys.
So was your understanding then that they were having to
do something sexual with and receiving some
kind of benefit or privilege for that?

Yes, yes.

What sort of age were these boys?

I would say younger than myself.

And what about Bill Fanks then? What about him? What
were your concerns there?

Bill Franks was a cook. He had all the patter under the
sun. Nice guy, blah, blah, blah, but he was just so
slimy a guy. I knew what was going on.

When you say you 'knew what was geoing on'; what did you
know was going on?

Well, I can only speak for myself here, but sexual
favours was going on.

Did you see that happening?

No.

How did you know about it?

Because 1t was verbally spoke about. The other boys

would say something to other boys: so and so is doing so
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come back into force at the end of whatever the court's
sentence was.

At the stage you were at, it was probably very
confusing for you and I suspect nobody explained it at
the time.

A. Nothing was explained to me. I was still under the
belief it was the Social Work Department until you spoke
there ma'am.

LADY SMITH: If it was a section 413, that's from the court.
It's from the Sheriff Court.

A. It was a section 413.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: At Longriggend, 'Charlie', you mention you had
an issue with a particular prison officer there?

A. Right,.

Q. I think you mention you were being constantly hit and
bullied by a particular prison officer?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. You may have retaliated?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And you say you were charged with assault and that was

added on --
A. Yes.
Q. -- when you appeared at court?
A. Yes.
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myself, but a bit older, and I says to them about

Brotherand the guy was shocked. The police
officer guy was shocked, as if he was -- 'You shouldnae
be telling me -- this stuff doesnae happen in here',

sort of thing, and the expression on his face was enough
for me. That was --

Nothing happened as a result of you telling him that?
No.

In terms of lessons to be learned, at the end of your
statement, 'Charlie', you say in paragraph 111 that you
hope that what happened to you never happens to any
other child in the care system?

Yes, definitely. Yes, 100 per cent.

'Charlie', thank you very much for answering all my
gquestions today. I just want to check in with you: is
there anything you would like to add or say at this

point before we complete your evidence?

Well, I've had a thought -- I think about this, being
here, and it's to do with these -- I'll call them
establishments -- these establishments.

I think there should be an independent person goes
in there and is active in that place, but is not one of
their colleagues, to get to know the males or the
females as children, and if they'wve got any problems to

speak to this person and she reports it to a higher up
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evidence I'd like to mention, because they're people
whose identities are protected by my General Restriction
Order and they can't be identified as being people who

are referred to in our evidence.

There was a Brother [EUSMM Father ,.

Brother |l or il ) Mrand a
or MJK , so please take note of that.

Otherwise I'll =it again at 2 o'clock and we'll have
another witness in person at that point. Thank you.

(12.56 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. Now, Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: Yes, my Lady, we have another witness and this
witness wants to retain his anonymity and to use the
pseudonym 'Joseph' in giving evidence. In light of his
status, he probably does have to be warned.

LADY SMITH: Yes, thank you.

'Joseph' (sworn)

LADY SMITH: ‘'Joseph', thank you for being here this
afternoon. As you know, we're interested to ask you
some questions about the time that you worked at
St John Bosco's, and Mr MacZulay will do that shortly.

But, before we get to your evidence, first of all,
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there was a matron.

But insofar as direct involvement with the boys would be
concerned; do I take it then that really it was the
Salesians that would be directly involved with the boys?
Mostly. Except the matron, of course, would have
involvement with the kids.

Can you remember the names of the other Salesians?

When I first went there, it was Father [R&S i

a Brother who was finishing, and I was

taking over from him.

You have indicated there the distinction between those
who were priests and those who were Brothers?

Yes.

And Brothers could go on and become priests?

Some Brothers went on to be priests, others stayed

Brothers all their lives.

I think we heard somewhere that -- from somebody that
there would be ?
Yes.

Was that Father when you went there?

At that time, vyes.
But there was -a Father Rector?
Yes, that's confusing in Scotland.

Can you explain it to us?
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The rector is the superior of the religious community as
a religious community. is SHR

the school.

And when you were there in this first period; did you
have any teaching duties?

Ch, yes.

Did you teach particular subjects?

No, it was mostly remedial education. In fact,

100 per cent remedial education.

And at that time did you have a teaching qualification?
I had an English teaching qualification, which wasn't
recognised in Scotland. I had to do something about it.
We have had evidence from men, boys who went to

St John Bosco's at Aberdour at this time, that duties
such as cleaning duties fell upon them; was that the
position when you were there, that the cleaning of the
premises was carried out by the boys?

I really can't remember. I really can't remember.

It's —-- erm.

And at that first period then; what can you tell me
about the atmosphere at the school?

In all the time that I was there, we tried to follow

St John Bosco's philosophy, creating a relaxed,
friendly, warm atmosphere, more like a children's home.

Of course, sometimes the kids were difficult and it
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When you went back in 1971 -- can I just ask you about
the set-up with regard to the staff? Again, vyou would
have a Father Rector?

Not on the staff, necessarily.

But there would be a Father Rector?
No, you had -- I'm talking about the
school. , and by then we had two deputies,

a deputy education and a deputy social work, a team of
teachers and a team of residential social workers or
care workers. The rector might be part of one of those
teams or he might not. But he would be a superior of
the Salesians,_.

That explains the comment you made earlier about the
rector also being a deputy social worker?

Yeah.

Who then was when you went back?

When I went back it was Father .
would be ... I'm just trying to think.
Perhaps while you're thinking, I can put this to you:
were members of the Order?

At some time, yes. Father was
SNR and I think maybe Father_was as
well. would be_and

I think he was—— I don't think I was
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SNR I think the two teams must

have -- I really don't remember.

But perhaps what I should be asking you: had the
structure of the staff changed, in that there were
Salesians present, but there were also lay staff?

Oh yes, much -- yes.

Can you just describe that for me, how that had changed?
Well, as I said, we started off with four Salesians and
we finished up with 21 staff. So most of that 21 would
be lay people, men or women.

Is that, at the time -- shortly before the school
closed?

Before I left, yes. When I left, there would be

a deputy education and three teachers and two
instructors and a deputy social work and maybe three or
four residential social workers.

So the landscape had changed gquite significantly since
the 1960s, into the 1970s and beyond?

Ch yes. Yes.

As far as training 1s concerned, you told us about
having a teaching training qualification, which wasn't
legal in Scotland, if I can put it that way, but did
that change? Did you get more qualifications?

In Scotland, in the Approved School system, as it was

then, English gualifications were recognised for salary
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Corporal punishment we used as our last resort, and that
applies to all the time in the school. So the belt was
used, like I say, as a last resort, and I think we got
more out of the belt by not using it than by using it.
Let's look at the first period then, when you were

a junior member of the staff; did you yourself use
corporal punishment?

No, in those days you would only be -- it was --
corporal punishment was reserved to the head and maybe
the deputy.

In this period of the 1960s; did you witness corporal
punishment being used, either by the head or the deputy
head?

Only on those occasions that I mentioned in the
dormitory, when a slipper might be used.

If we look at the use of the belt --

No, I didn't witness it.

Then, if we move on to the time that you're there in the
1970s, and I think corporal punishment was still being

used in the 1970s; what was the position before you
-—— I think you tell us you- i

It was. Hopefully rarely, but it was used by the
headmaster.

On occasions, I think we'll see the deputy head might
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Yeah, and the staff.

In relation to education -- you have touched upon this
already -- was there any difference in the way children
were being educated in the 1960s as against the time
when you were back in the 1970s?

I can't really say. It was always kind of remedial
education. The kids, many of them couldn't read
properly, couldn't write or do arithmetic. We used
television programmes, but nothing like today's,

of course.

When I was teaching, I found if you hit a wvein of
interest, you would follow it. If the kids got
interested in something you were talking about, that
could become a topic for a day or two, and maybe get
them to write something about it or something like that.
When we did a course, we did project work, and things
like that.

Are you talking here, perhaps, about when you were
EE—

No, when I was teaching.

One of the issues that has arisen in the evidence
presented to the Inguiry -- and I don't know to what
extent you're aware of this -- is the allegation that
there was a lack of education and that boys left

St John Bosco's without being able to read and write;
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can you comment on that for me?

Well, I couldn't say if it was true or false, in the
sense that, you know, they were given the chance to
learn to read and write. If a boy could manage academic
subjects, then there was the chance to go to day school
outwith the school. That was rare, but it happened.
Boys went to St Margaret's in Dunfermline.

On that, can you tell me if you're looking there,
perhaps, at the latter part of St John Bosco's existence
rather than the 1960s and into the 1970s?

I just wouldn't be sure.

Thank you.

Perhaps I should take this from you now, because at
paragraph 32 you mention under the heading:

'Most notable achievement.'

And that's against the background of the Secretary
of State wanting to close the school, and I think you
were involved in a campaign at that time to keep the
school open; you were at that time?

Yes.

I know we're jumping ahead a bit, but can you tell me
about that?

Well, we began to hear stories that the List D School --
they were List D Schools by then -- were going to be

dismantled and put into the care of the Local
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come out -- not in the school, but one of the managers
had access to one -- and asked them personally: when,
you know, you visited the scheool as a psychologist, you
visited the school as a social worker, if you think

St John Bosco's 1s worth keeping, would you write to the
Secretary of State and tell him?

And I understand that we got a magnificent response
and the Secretary of State decided not to close the
school, but of course he was keeping his powder dry for
a later date.

I think the Order has submitted to the Inquiry letters
in support of St John Bosco's at this time, in the early
1980s. But, as you pointed out, the school did close
in, I think, 19837

Something like that.

I should perhaps have taken this from you before, but

Yes.

Yes.

so 1 think NN o tre school. when the

school was closing down, was a lay person?

Who you mentioned before.

One of the senior civil servants in Social Work Services
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Group -- Are you familiar, my Lady, with the strange
structure we worked under?

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. One of the senior civil servants said: if you are so
sure of yourselves; why don't you go independent?

And the lay staff said: okay, we will.

By then there weren't enough Salesians to carry on
running the school, so , _, and
his lay team took over the running of the school and
it's still running today, as far as I know.

MR MACAULAY: Before you [SNR 1975; had you

had a period where you_ ?
A. Yes, I think SNR in a quiet sort of way,

around about 1973, I think it was.

Q. When you were SNR , 1f we turn to paragraph 37,
there is a section dealing with managing and recruiting
staff, and you say:

'The deputies would manage their teams and I would
2
This is a situation when you were '?
A. Yes.

Q. By this time in Aberdour's existence; would the deputies

be lay persons or still Salesians?

A. No, as I said before,was

that was
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We have also heard evidence there may have been retired
Salesians?
There were. Living in the community.
Yes. Not in the buildings?
In the grey house at this stage. If we are in the 1970s
and 1980s, they would be in the big house, the grey
house.
Once the new building had been finished?
Yes.
You go on in fact, in paragraph 43, to talk about the
living arrangements and comparing the position in the
1960s to subsequently.

I think when you first went there, you were in the
main house?
Yes.
And does that remain the position when you went back in
1975, but the boys were no longer there?
That's correct, yeah.
You mentioned cleaners now going into the units, the
boys' units; do I take it from that, that certainly by
this time you had civilian cleaners?
Yes, domestics.
Domestics. And at this time, when you were
and so on in the 1970s; was there then cleaning staff

who took over, who did the cleaning jobs?
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Well, I think there was always a couple of cleaners,
even in the early days.
But, in any event, there was cleaning staff at this
point in time, in the 1970s?
I think so, yeah.
One topic you discuss, at paragraph 51, is absconding
and the way you put that here is that you say:
'Absconding always concerned me. It went in waves.'
Now, can you just elaborate upon that? Was this
an issue that existed throughout your time, both in the
1960s and into the 1970s and beyond?
I don't think -- I think it was a rare sort of issue.
But if a boy ran away, or two ran away together, my
first thought would be: is this going to start another
wave?
So I would be concerned.
Why would that be your first thought; that it might
start another wave?
But children did abscond?
They did, vyes.
That happened throughout your whole time -- your whole
association with Aberdour?
Yes, I think it was there, but not all the time.

No, no. Did you ever -- what consideration did you give
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particularly in this second period, when you were there?
And you, at paragraph 56, say:

'Corporal punishment was the nuclear deterrent.'

So corporal punishment was still being used, but do
I take it from that that you're suggesting that it was
adoption of last resort?
It was adoption of last resort and when deemed
appropriate, as we've Jjust said about absconding. And
also we phased it out ourselves in the school. I don't
remember the date when we said: we'll just gradually
phase it out.
You tell us it may have been two-thirds of the way
That's a guess.
We're looking possibly at the latter part of the 1970s?
I really don't know.
You don't know. But, at 56, what you say, four lines
from the top, is:

'You didn't automatically get the belt for
absconding, but you usually did.'
Yes. Again, that's my memory.
And you go on to say:

'It was to discourage the others.'
Yeah.

From absconding. So do I take it from that that it
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would become known that a child who had absconded had
received some form of corporal punishment?

Everything would become known, because -- in such

a small school. But, as we said earlier, if there were
circumstances to be taken into consideration then we
would.

And again: was the corporal punishment that you are
talking about here, particularly for absconders, the use
of the belt?

Yeah.

And how was the belt used?

On the hand.

Certainly,, that would be_
E—

Yes, when I was yeah.

I think you're aware of a document that has been
recovered by the Inguiry from the Scottish Government
and it comes out of a Scottish Education Department
file. I think you have seen this, 'Joseph'?

Yes.

It's SGV-001031939. Now, this is an interchange of
memos -- let's refer to them as that -- between
officials. And it follows upon Aberdour making what was
called a punishment return to SED.

Before I look at the document in detail, the

1l4e



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

punishment return that was being made, SIS or

making that return?

Yes.

Were these made on a quarterly basis?
As far as I recall.

Yes. And the information that went into the return; was
that taken from the punishment book?

Yeah.

So, if we turn to page 7 of the document, for obvious
reasons the names of the children have been redacted,
but can we see that this punishment return relates to
the period March 31, 1973, for the quarter ended, so
that would cover probably from January to March?

Yeah.

There's a list that cowvers from 15 January through to
23 March. If we look at the offences that are being
dealt with, in the main, there is smoking referred to,
and failing to return, but in the main these are
offences of absconding?

Yes.

Would the information contained then here have been
taken, let's say by you if you were , or
by somebody, taken from the punishment book and written

down verbatim in the return?
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As far as I know, yes.
You do see your name there, if you look to the column

'By whom the punishment was administered', and we have

your signature and, before that, we have a,

Yes.

At this time, I think your position would be that of
—

Yes.

Would that be a reasonable assumption?

Yes.

This is set out in a way that would accord with the
regulations, because when a punishment of this kind was
to be administered, it was also to be witnessed?

Yeah.

And we have, for example, the names of the witnesses in
the next column.

Now, I think you are aware, 'Joseph', that in
relation to the entries relating to you in respect of,
I think, three boys who had misbehaved rather badly, not
just absconding, but also breaking into vehicles and so
on, that we see the form of punishment is three times
two; does that tell us that it's three strokes of the
belt on both hands?

Yes, I think.
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LADY SMITH: The break will only be five or ten minutes and
it gives the stenographers a breather as well because
they've been working hard all day, all right? Thank you

very much.

(3.02 pm)
(A short break)
(3.10 pm)
LADY SMITH: Welcome back, 'Joseph'. Is it okay if we carry
on now?
A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Mr MacAulay.
MR MACAULAY: If I can take you to what is paragraph 66 in
the draft statement, where you have a heading:

'Well-being.'

And you say:

'"We didn't ask the kids about any concerns they may
have had specifically. We would speak to them out in
the yard.'

Then you go on to say:

'One of the things we did change was eating in the
dining room. Looking after the dining room was the
hardest job. Everybody seemed to recognise that. We
decided the best thing to do was to eat with the kids.'

So that was a change in the approach during the time
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I think that's what I remember.

If bullying was identified and a particular boy was
identified as being a bully; would he be punished?
I think it would be more -- I'm speculating now.

I don't remember any incident of somebody being
identified as a bully. I'm more likely to remember
somebody tormenting a smaller boy, if you know what
I mean, not on an ongoing basis, but just on
a particular case: well, why are you annoying him?

So I don't remember bullying being a particular
issue.

If we look at what you say on page 21, under the general
heading of 'Abuse', at paragraph 80, you say there
wasn't any definition of abuse when you were :

'It was assumed everybody knew what we were doing.'

So just -- can you elaborate upon that? What do you
mean by that?

I think I'm thinking of the world we live in today,
where there are definitions of abuse, and I don't think
we had definitions of abuse like that. We knew not to
abuse or not to let people abuse, but it seems much more
catalogued, and what you do about it now, than in those
days.

I think I've asked you, but I can put it more pointedly

than perhaps I did before, but during your time
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assocliated with St John Bosco's, from the early 1960s
until you-; were you aware of any form
of abuse being committed?

Well, we mentioned the slippers. That is all. That was
my memory.

I put it in that context because the Inguiry has had
evidence -- and you may be aware of this -- covering
that period, from 1960 to 1975, of children who were at
Aberdour being abused, physically and emotionally and
sexually.

Well, my knowledge of physical would be as we have
mentioned.

Emotional, I've no -- I don't know what you are
referring to, unless there iz some specific case.
Belittling a child, for example? Belittling.

It doesn't ring a bell with me.

And sexual, none at all.

I put it in that context because it does appear from the
evidence the Inquiry has in-gathered that we do not have
allegations of abuse during the period that you were
Like I say, for me, one of the best pieces of news

I ever heard was when Don Bosco's relics came to Glasgow
Cathedral, a man approached me and said as part of the

conversation: there was none of that stuff in the
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Bosco's.
I felt proud of that.

Q. Was this somebody who had been at --

A. Yes, a past pupil.

Q. Was he in the period when you were?

A. No, in the 1960s.

Q. But you say, quite frankly, at paragraph 83 in your
statement, 'Joseph', that you would be a brave man if
you said no abuse -- do you mean 'could have happened’
rather than 'couldn't have happened'? It's sort of
a double negative. Are you saying that you would be
a brave man if you said no abuse could have happened and
gone undetected?

A. No, I think there is a comma after no: 'You would be
a brave man if you said no, abuse couldn't have
happened.' Sorry about that.

Q. No, it's my fault.

A. Again, by this time my brain is --

LADY SMITH: There is actually a comma there 'Joseph'; it's
just a very small one.

A. At this stage in the interview on -- last week --

LADY SMITH: No, that's fine.

MR MACAULAY: You go on to say:

'I would have been very surprised, especially if

there were sexual abusers.'
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That's because I had never heard anything about it.

Can I put this to you: if the Don Bosco ethos had been
diligently followed at Aberdour, then it would have been
a wonderful place for children to be at?

I think it was, modestly speaking.

I was golng to say something there as well.

Oh, I do say though, of course, especially sexual
abusers there, they are masters at hiding, so that's why
you can't say categorically.

No.

Locking then at paragraph 85 and page 22, under the
heading:

'External monitoring.'

You do =zay that there was an HMI inspector, but they
didn't come very often. As you as have you
any recollection of an HMI inspector coming?

I'm presuming that would be in the education sphere?
Yes.

No. The one I remember most is the one who appeared
just after I had arrived as a young Salesian, and I'm
trying to teach Scottish history.

That's way back in the 1960s. But, , do
you remember --

I don't remember, but it doesn't mean to say it didn't

happen.
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You would have the punishment book.

Were there other sort of generic texts, like a logbook?
The school had its own logbook, but that covered not
just education; that covered everything.

Were there any other general texts of that nature that
were kept? You mentioned the visitors' book earlier on?
Yes.

Was that in play in the 1960s?

I don't know, is the short answer. But I'm sure it was,
because E‘ather was pretty much on the ball.

I should have asked you when I was dealing with
inspections whether you would have some involvement with
the managers of the school?

Yes. Now, I can't remember: did I attend managers'
meetings or did I give a report? I can't remember.
, would you be expected to attend managers'
meetings?

I think so, but I don't remember.

You don't remember. But did the managers have meetings
regularly?

Oh, yes, monthly meetings.

And were the meetings held at the school?

Not necessarily, but usually.

Did you see any interaction between the managers and the

boys?
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behaviour.

LADY SMITH: I'm scratching my head to think what

A.

legislation that was under, but maybe I should stop
thinking like a lawyer.

That's my own memory, ma'am.

MR MACAULAY: Yes, I think what you are distinguishing

there -- and we may hear a bit more of this on Friday --
is the period before the 1968 Social Work (Scotland)
Act, which introduced the Children's Panel. But, in the
1960s, that was covered by other regulations. I think
there was a duty on the managers to have some sort of
aftercare of the children; is that what you're
suggesting?

Yeah. With our own social workers.

Yes, when you say your 'own social worker'; is that

a social worker associated with Aberdour?

Yeah.

To what extent in reality did that happen, so far as you
can tell us?

I can't give any impression of how good it was. My
memory is Father coming back with
gualifications and doing a lot of Glasgow visiting, but
I don't remember the rest.

But he would be the person --

He's the one that comes to mind.
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He was there in the 1960s?
Maybe early 1970s. I'm not sure.
So far as the 1960s are concerned, it's a bit unclear?
I'm a bit unclear as to when Father came back.
It could have been the 1960s. He was -- he'd been there
as a young Salesian and he came back, and I can't
remember exactly when, but I remember him doing a lot of
Glasgow visiting, which wouldn't have been the case
after the Children's Panel.
But, in any event, just to be clear, once the
Children's Panel was up and running, the aftercare duty
did not rest with the Salesians?
No, which was disappointing because we never heard how
things were going and no feedback or whatever.
Indeed.

We touched upon record keeping. Over the period
I think you tell us that the appreoach to record keeping
has changed quite significantly. By the time you left
in 1982; were there many more records kept in relation
to the care of the children?
I'm thinking there was, but I don't remember details.
By then we'd got an open-plan social work office where
the social workers could work together and we had case
conferences, regular case conferences, things like that.

Visiting social workers to discuss cases. I'm assuming,
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rather than knowing, that all that was recorded.
Can I then move on to that section of your draft
statement where you're looking at reports of abuse and
civil claims? That begins at paragraph 94 into 95,
which looks at -- reports of abuse, for example, you say
that:

'I was never involved in the handling of such
reports.'

That is paragraph 94.
Yeah.
At 95, when you're looking at police investigations
during your time neither the school nor any
member of staff was ever the subject of a police
investigation?
Yeah.
The comments you make, at paragraph 96, in relation to
'all the List D schools were investigated by Police
Scotland', and you had a lengthy interview with them;
can you just explain that to me? When did that happen
and what was the thinking behind it?
Well, I'm not so very clear on it myself. A couple of
years before your Inquiry, ma'am, when there was
an Inquiry into all the List D schools and they were
farmed out to different police areas, and we were

investigated by a force from Aberdeen.
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a suspect?

A. Yes.

Q. And they put two allegations to you, I think of physical
abuse; is that correct?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you denied these allegations?

A. Yes.

Q. Were names of boys mentioned to you?

A. They were, yes.

Q. Did you recognise the names?

A. Yeah.

Q. Was this in the time when you wereox
previous to that?

A. I would have to check the admissions book. But I think

one is an old one, and one is when I was .

LADY SMITH: ‘'Joseph', am I right in thinking there was
SNR but due to ill-health he had taken some time

A. Yes, he had a heart attack.

LADY SMITH: Although you hadn't_
SNR during that period?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: I think it was during that period that we have
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this entry in the punishment return, when

Father was not available and you stepped in to
deal with the corporal punishment?

Yes.

This comment you make towards the bottom of

paragraph 97, one of the allegations was:

'One boy said I had kicked and punched him, which
I've never done to anybody. The second boy said I hit
him and made him cry.'

And you said:

'I told them that didn't ring true either because
these kids would never cry.'

Can you just explain why you say that?

Well, like I say, I'm pretty sure that allegation was
false as well and it struck me that -- they were tough
kids.

Very well then. Going on to page 25, under the heading:

'Other staff.'

You were asked about a number of different Brothers/
priests. Brother who you are asked about;

I think you tell us that after Aberdour he did other
things and that he died about four years ago or so in
Bolton; is that right?

Yeah.

And you had no concerns over his interaction with
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children?

No.

You do say that he was spoken to by the police?

Yes, many years later.

Yes, before he died. But the police investigation had
started and they spoke to Brother , and subsequent
to that he died?

Yes, no causal connection.

I would hope not. But you do tell us, on page 26,
towards the top, that you think the allegations put to
him were about indecent behaviour?

Yes.

How -- what makes you think that?

That's more or less what he told me.

He told you?

Yes.

Was that the extent of what he said to you?

Yes, I think so. He didn't -- it's not something he
wanted to talk about. He said what the accusation was.
Was he able to tell you who was making the accusations?
I think he told me, but I might be wrong on that.

You alsoc mentioned Brother ?

Yes, I didn't, but the --

Sorry, it was put to you?

Yes, that's correct.
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a statement that is a draft and it's plain that there
are things that you would want to add or subtract to it.
You have the opportunity to do that if you would wish to
do so. It's up to you, but you might find it helpful.
We could deal with that.

But, otherwise, I realise we've had you here for
quite a long time and you'll have travelled to come
here, and you need to get away and rest, and I hope you
manage to make your way through the madness that is
Edinburgh during Festival time without too much
difficulty.

A. Thank you, ma'am.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Again, names that were used during this

afterncon's evidence: Father , Father

as Brother [l , a Brother or perhaps

HYS and Brother (B . These people's
identities are all protected by my General Restriction
Order and they're not to be identified as those who are
referred to in this afternoon's evidence outside this
room.
Mr MacAulay.
MR MACAULAY: That's earlier than usual to stop, but I think

in the time left, we probably wouldn't manage a read-in.
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