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Yeah.

And what happened on this occasion?

That occasion, I think I went to Bonnyhill for a couple
of weeks. It's a place after school you go, and you
stay there, and then they take you back to school the
next day. They do it Monday to Friday, and they done it
for a wee while.

You also tell us that the Panel sent you to another

children's home in Airdrie -- this is at paragraph 28 --

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

I think there came a time when you were back before the
Panel -- and you talk about this at paragraph 43 --
after you had been to Bonnyhill, and the Panel decided
to send you to St Philip's; is that right?

Yes.

And on this occasion; did the members of the Panel speak
to you at all, directly?

Not really. Just -- I was just sitting across and they

were speaking to my mum and Mr McCluskey.
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indicate that it doesn't -- it wasn't the way it was
when you were there. This is at INQ-0000000874.

This is a place that we understand to be St Philip's
as it is now; that's not the way it was when you were
there?

No, definitely not.

So far as the routine at St Philip's was concerned, you
tell us a little about how many boys there were; how
many boys do you think were there during your time?

I think there was 25 to 30 in my unit, and that was
Lochailort. So talking about maybe 90 boys -- maybe 60,
70 boys. Maybe 20.

Can you remember the names of some of the staff?

Yes.

Who do you remember?

Mriﬁﬂll.

Mr . We'll talk about him later. The headmaster;
do you remember who the headmaster was?

I think his name was Mr Kane.

Can you remember any other names -- I think you mention,
for example, a Mr Hefferman?

Mr Hefferman was my worker.

As far as the units were concerned; was there

a particular member of staff in charge of each unit?

They swapped. Mr used to be on one during the
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day sometimes, and then in the night time they'd swap,
and then Mrwould do it during the day.
One thing you say, at 48 in your statement, is that
Mr was one of the staff, and he was 'extremely
brutal'?
Yeah.
I'm going to ask you about that in a moment. But is
that how you described his behaviocur towards you?
Mm-hmm. He was Jjust like a big wain, sort of a -- aye,
he was just terrible.
What you say at paragraph 49 is that apart from Mr ,
you didn't have any issues with any other staff?
I think one, Mr, I had a run in with. That was
it.
See when you first arrived there; how did you feel?
It was not too bad when I first went in, because
Mr was there, and he was my key staff at the
start. The first night I went in, I went in on
a Thursday night and they let me back out on the Friday
to the Sunday, and then I went back in on the Sunday and
they let me back out on the Friday again.

So the first night was all right. But then the
following week, that's when it -- it just started.
One thing you tell us is that -- there was a reference

to the person who was the top boy?
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Oh, yeah, that was the first night.

Can you tell me about that?

As soon as I walked in, Mrand that just pointed at
him and says: 'That's the top man there. His name is
--' _ I think, or something. I can't
remember. I just looked at him and says, 'What are you
telling me that for?', you know.

Why was he telling you that? Do you know?

Yeah, I figured that out. He liked to put all the

boys -- and get them up in the room and fight to make
sure who's the top man, who's the daddy. That's the
kind of person he was, Mr He'd start fights with
the other boys, and the boys that he looked after, he'd
let them, turn a blind eye, and he'd let them go and
assault the other boys and things like that, himself.
This top boy that you've been telling us about; was that
an older boy?

Yeah. I think he was -- we think he left about three
month after I went in.

You also say in your statement, at paragraph 52, that at
a polint in time, a member of staff shouted over to you
and said, 'I can smell your ma'.

Aye, 'Smell your maw', you know he was putting his
finger and that, and doing that, 'Here smell your maw,

[inaudible] man...' That was one of the staff.
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Q.

A.

Who was that?

That was basically M.‘C

Can I understand what was the purpose of that?

I don't know. That's the way they all just spoke in
there: your ma's this, your ma's that.

Things like that. They'd slag your mother and
things like that. And it was Mr who was doing it,
you know what I mean.

Did you say he would mention -- what did you say ...

'Smell your ma', and things like that.

LADY SMITH: He was slagging off your mother?

A.

Yes.

MR MACAULAY: What sort of things would he say?

A,

'Smell your maw', do that with his finger. ‘'Here wee
man, smell your maw', and things like that.
When you are saying 'do that with his finger', you are
holding your own finger up to your nose and rubbing it
against your nose.
Aye, he was just a -- you know what I mean, that's the
kind of person he was.
Can I then look at what happened at meal times, when
you're having your food?

Would there be different members of staff on duty
when you were having your meals?

They were all -- if it was Mr —— it depends, if
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Mr -- we would be in the unit and if it was for
dinner late at night, after school, we'd all go back to
the unit before we went back to the canteen, and we'd
all have to take our shoes off before we walked into the
unit. There was wee racks where you put your shoes.
I'll come to that part of it in a moment, because
I think there you tell me something about 'running the
gauntlet', but I'll come to that.

But during the meals themselves; did Mr require
you to do something?
Ch, sometimes he used to get us to sing, mm-hmm. Sing
like: they say in the (indistinguishable) Philip's, the
chips will make you fine, a chip fell aff the table and
killed a pal of mine -- sing for your dinner and all
that.
Would you sing?
Not really.
Do you know why he was taking this approach? One thing
you mention in your statement, 'David', is the film
called 'Scum'?
Yas,
What is the relevance of that?
That's the things that ‘Mrused to watch, and that's
the things he'd bring in and say that's where he got it

off of: 'who's the daddy?' This and that. That was the
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So far as the shower arrangements were concerned; can
you just describe the shower set-up for me?

Ah, yeah, there would all be showers -- we'd all shower
together, and then Mrand that would just stand
just outside the showers.

Before you tell me about that; did you have cubicles --
No, no cubicles.

It was an open space?

Open space with showers on it.

How many boys could be --

Four at a time.

And would Mr [l he present then?

Yes. He would stand at the main door, between the
showers and the toilets, and where the sinks and that
are. He'd be by the shower block, just in case anybody
starts fighting or anything.

So he'd have a view of the boys?

Yes.

Did he say anything at that time?

Yes, he would -- 'Look at the size of him', size of your
penis and things, and that, to the other boys, and
degrade you sort of a thing. You know, 'What you going
to do with that wee man?', all that carry on, you know.
Things like that.

Did you find that upsetting?
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Very, well, aye. He used to put people down with this.
And generally, if Mr wasn't supervising the boys;
would things be by and large okay?

Aye, fine.

Just looking at schooling; can you help me here, what
was the schooling like at St Philip's?

It was okay. It wasn't too good, but I ended up doing
painting and decorating. I was just going into
Mr‘s and woodwork. Schooling was not bad. It
was all right.

Were you taught to -- taught things like maths and
English?

Yes, maths, English. Well, tried.

The teacher was fine. I can mind the teacher's
name. The teacher was Mrs McFadden, if I'm -- sure.
Now, I'll come to look at what 'running the gauntlet'
meant in a moment. But after having run the gauntlet;
would some children require medical treatment?

Yes.

Did that happen to you? Did you have to go to the
matron?

I think I was there once. I think that was because of
my nose.

That was because of?

My nose.
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Your nose.
Did you have visits from your social worker when you
were at St Philip's?
Not at all. Not really. The only time my social worker
come up was when we have our six-month review and that's
how good I was, and to see if I could get an extra day
out, or to become a day boy and just go there regularly,
instead of staying in it. So that's the only time --
vou only seen him every six-month.
You tell us, at paragraph 70, that there was a weekend
when you were at home on leave, and you got weekend
leave, as you mentioned earlier, and what you say is:
'Things got so bad in the home ...'

Is that St Philip's you're talking about --

that after about a year in there ...
That you wanted to commit suicide?

Yes, I tried to take my own life.

Can you just tell me about that?

I was just getting bullied constantly by Mr and

I just couldn't take it anymore. And then getting up

every morning and going downstairs. Every time he was

near me, I was a bag of nerves. Every time he was round

I had to keep watching out for him or watch his wee boys

he was key worker of. He used to get them things to do,

hit people and all that, you know. He would turn
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a blind eye. I was just a bag of nerves. I just didn't
really like him and he just didn't like a lot of people.
So far as -- you say he's picking on you; what about
other boys?

No, he was doing it with a lot of boys. It wasn't just
me .

Did he have favourites?

Yes, that was his wee key workers, the ones he
represented.

What would they do to you?

They would just -- punch you in the back of the head or
try to take your fags off you, things like that. And
you would go and say to Mrand he would just say,
'Shut it', you know what I mean, let them away with it
and do what they wanted. That's what they'd do.

You also tell us about discipline. What you say is that
if you did something wrong -- and we're now into the
late 1980s and beyond -- there would be a deduction in
your pocket money and, if it was really serious, then
yvou would lose weekend privileges?

Yas,

So was there any corporal punishment, in the sense of
the belt?

We got threatened with it once.

Who threatened you?

23









10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Let's then look at Mr 's behaviour towards you,
apart from what you've told us.

You mention again, at paragraph 75, this notion of
approaching people and asking who the top boy was; did
the 'top boy' change over your time?

Yes, a couple of times. Well, it depended who Mr
wanted to go up -- and take up the stair -- and who
would fight against ... he used to cause the fights.

At this point in your statement, you tell us about what
you refer to as 'the gauntlet'; can you just describe
that for me as best you can?

Well, the gauntlet was like -- every time you went into
the unit you were -- had to take your shoes off, as I
says, and put them on the rack, so nobody would abscond.
Then everybody would go and put their shoes on before we
went to go and get lunch or whatever, going back to the
canteen. So the last person who didn't get their shoes
on had to make -- running the gauntlet between 15 and 30
boys. That was when Mrwas oy B0 waw

What did that involve? What happened?

There were two lines of boys, and you have got to run
between the boys and get to the doors with all of them
punching you and kicking you.

What about Mr [gMiEM: would he be involved in that?

Aye, he was there. Yes, he would do it.
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Would he take part?

Aye, sometimes.

How many boys would be lined up?

Basically, maybe ten or that, or 12 or whatever, and
you'd just run the gauntlet and you'd get punched and
kicked before you get to the door, if you were the last
one to put your shoes on, the last one to (inaudible) up
out of bed.

Did you have to run the gauntlet?

Twice or three times, yes.

And other boys?

Mm-hm, but then it was just stopped and we just said no.
That's when Mr started to do other things, like

threaten us with (inaudible) and all that. One boy

What caused him to do that?

Because he was running the gauntlet and he didn't want

to do it. They pulled him into the office and then he

he got upset. And his name was _

So far as running the gauntlet was concerned, if Mr (sl
was on duty; did that happen on a daily basis?
Yes. It was only when he was on.

So, if it was another member of staff, there was no
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gauntlet?

No.

Would other members of staff be aware of this practice?
Yeah. His wife worked there, Mrs-worked there as
well and -- some of the weekends we were in -- I'm sure
she knew, because they said, 'Right, we're going to go

up and do some cleaning', but that was up the stair.

Anyway -- they just moved the furniture about and made
a -- like a ring -- for all the boys to have to go in
and fight. That's what he took boys up the stairs -- to

see the fighting, and all the boys that were downstairs
stayed downstairs with his wife.

What about the other members of staff?

I think -- I don't know. Some of them might have. I
think Mr Sweeney knew. Or Mr (inaudible), I'm sure he
knew as well.

You have mentioned that Mr MM had favourites; would
Mr encourage the favourites to do anything with
you, for example?

They did, yeah. That was the reason I tried to take my
own life. They were bullying me because of him.

I tried to take my own life because of him.

What were they doing to you?

Just keeping hitting me and punching me and that. Going

about threatening me, saying: you're going to get
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=

battered and that the night, wee man, when we go up the
stair. And all that carry on. It was basically my
life, you know what I mean.

You tell us about an incident where one boy was almost
blinded by what another boy had done to him?

Yes.

Can you just help me over that? What happened?
-was sitting on one of the chairs and they were out,
the smokers. I was sitting in the other chair and
Mrwas at the exit, where everybody smoked, at the
stairs. And he said -- he turned round and he watched
-do that -- the boy's name was-that done it.
He done that with the boy's eyes, -'s, like that, on
the chair behind him and pulled him and nearly blinded
him. And Mrwas there and watched it. He turned a
blind eye. He just done that, and, 'Go ahead and do
it'. He basically told him to do it, and then he was
like that, 'Well done', when the boy had to go to matron
and all that. I think he maybe went to hospital as
well. I can't remember that far back.

You witnessed this?

I witnessed it, yeah.

What about the boy that was the victim?

That's what I'm saying, I think he went to matron and I

think he went to hospital.
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Was he crying? Was he screaming?
Oh aye, yes, he was screaming, yeah, definitely. He
was 1in a lot of pain because he hurt his eyes, he was
trying to rub his eyes out with his fingers.
The way vou have described it, you've held up two
fingers of each hand?
Yes, that's what it was like. He was just doing that.
He was on the back of the plastic chair doing that and
pulling his head back, like that with him.
The boy that was doing this was behind the other boy?
Yeah. Mr sat there and watched it because he was
basically telling him to do it. He gave his wee head
a nod: there you go, go get him now.

That was because of -, who has had a difference
between -- Mr and started arguing.
Why was this particular boy being treated in this way?
Do you know?
Yeah, it was because he had an argument with Mr, or
Mrtold him to do something and he didn't do it or
whatever, and that's why.
Were you ever hit when instigated by Mr?
Probably, yeah.
Did you ever try to report any of this?
No. After I took my overdose, I told my social worker.

My social worker took me right back up to -- once --

30



10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

when I was in hospital and I came through -- because

the hospital, and then they took me out the hospital.
They took me up to -- back to St Philip's with Mr Kane
-- was in there. He was asking me about it all, but
then Mrand all that were in the office at the same
time, so I couldn't really open my mouth. If I opened
my mouth, it would have been worse for me.

I think what you're telling us -- and you do talk about
this in your statement -- that you did disclose to

Mr McCluskey how you were being treated --

Yes.

-= by Mr?

Mm-hmm, because he asked me why I tried to take my own
life. &2And I told him I was getting bullied -- and

Mr and that. Then when we went back up and Mr
was in the office, he didnae bring Mr up. He just
says, 'You okay?' and all that. Then I got kept in at
the weekend for trying to commit suicide.

So when you spoke to the headmaster, Mr Kane, as you've
been telling us; did you say anything to him about your
treatment?

Not really. I tried to run away, because as soon as

I walked in there, Mr [k was in the office, and
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I tried to just run out the house, run away, because

I was getting kept in at the weekend. I didn't want to
be there. I couldn't say nothing. I was too scared.

I tried, but I don't think anybody listened.

Were you told to fight?

Yeah, once or twice, and I telt him no.

Can you tell me what happened on these occasions?

It was just like, he would get another boy, like say,
-, something like that,_or something
his name is. I don't know. So he'd go, 'Right, you and
him fight now', and all that, 'Who's the top man of you?
Who can beat that? Who would be the winner out of yous
two?' Then he would start up and then get you arguing
and then get you to fight for his entertainment.

I think you do tell us about one incident when you were
to fight another boy, and he just gave you a punch on
the nose, and that was that?

Aye, that was that. I didn't fight back. I was —--

I'm not that much of a fighter or anything like that.
You were small and -- was this a bigger boy, was it?
Basically same size, but bigger. Doesn't matter, I just
didn't really fight back.

Did you tell Mrthat you didn't want to fight?

Yes.

Did he -- and do you say he just ignored that?
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A.

Aye, just ignored it. He says, 'Right, fight', and then
the boy punched me and then that was that. Just says,
'No, I don't think so', and that was it, over.

You told us earlier about having to see the matron about
your nose; is this the occasion you went to see the
matron?

That might have been what it was, yes, aye. Might be.

Did other members of staff witness boys fighting at the

instigation of Mr ?

Yes, I think so. I think Mr. I don't know.
I'm sure he was -- he knew about it. Mr Hefferman, that

was Mr's co-worker, he was on at the same time. So
he definitely did know, Hefferman. I'm sure that was
his name.

You also tell us about a boy, we needn't get the name,
but you said he had red hair and that he tried to report
something that was happening to him?

Yeah.

Can you tell me about that?

He went into the office and tried to talk to them about
it or -- whatever he said, he said something and they
caught him and they started banging him against the
metal locker in the office.

Who was doing that?

I think that was Mror Mr -- one of them. Mr ,
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I'm sure it was. Or Mr one of them.

And was this boy trying to tell other members of staff
that he was being badly treated.
Yes.
Did they believe him?
No. If they did, they just washed it under the table if
they did. I think they knew what was going on, but they
just
You do talk about Mr at paragraph 87, and what
you say 1is:

'I can remember Mrwas quite handy at
kicking the boys.'
Ch, aye.
Can you describe that for me?
He used to boot them about in the back or wherever. If
they werenae behaving themselves, he just got up, pair
of pointy shoes and give them a good boot, things like
that.
Did that happen to you?
No, he didnae hit me but I seen him doing that to other
people.
Was there a particular boy that -- we don't need to know
the name, but was there a particular boy that bore the
brunt of some of this?

Yes.
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A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: That's not right, 'David'; do you understand
that now?

A. I do now.

LADY SMITH: I've heard from people, sitting where you are,
who may have been sexually abused, but abused in other
ways, denigrated, emotionally abused, physically abused,
who've said, in some cases, actually, what was worse was
the name-calling, emotional impact, 'Always being made
to feel I was worthless', that kind of thing.

A. Yeah.

MR MACAULAY: I think you have been in contact with the
police?

A. Yes.

Q. And I think what you say is that you did that again, for
example in 2021; and you're not aware of the current
status of that investigation?

A. Well, when I asked them about it again, they said they
sent it to the PF and I said: 'You're not even going to
talk to Mror anything about it?'

And they've said: 'No, there's no point, because it
needs to go to the PF, and the PF says there's no
evidence and no grounds for it.'

Or something. That's what he said. The police

never got back to me. I had to go and contact them
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again. It took me months to get them to get back to me,
and they kept saying -- every time I phoned them up,
they says they weren't in: 'We'll need to wait until
these two officers are back in, who took the statement.'
We eventually tracked them down, and they said PF
doesn't want anything to do with it, basically.

I think what you tell us in your statement, that you
spoke to the police in 2018 and then you went back again
in 2021 --

Mm~-hmm .

-- about three years later, and you spoke to police, and
I think you said the matter was being -- they told you
the matter was being passed to the CID?

They said the CID were handling it and then they said, I
think, the Procurator Fiscal. And then they took it
back and said, 'No, nothing is going to happen to it'.
That's all I've heard.

They didn't even bother phoning or asking, or even
contacting Mror any of them that are still alive
for their side of the story or anything. Nothing, vyou
know what I mean.

You've also made some attempts to get your records?
Yeah.
How has that worked out?

Phoned Social Work Department up, and they said to me to
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write a letter of consent that I want to see my records.
And then they said to me, 'That's good, Mr'. I
handed the letter in and she says, 'Right you can come
up and see them. I'll look them out for you, and you can
come up and see them', when I handed the letter in.

Then all of a sudden, when I went up to see my records,
they says, 'No, they're not here'. I says, 'How are
they not there?' They says, 'They were burnt in

a fire.' And then my girlfriend, -, she phoned the
fire department up and spoke to the guy from the fire
department, and he guaranteed us: there was never, ever
a fire in the place that they said there was a fire.
Where was the fire supposed to have happened?

It was meant to have happened years ago.

Where?

At the Social Work Department. I don't know the street.

LADY SMITH: In the Social Work Department?

A.

Yes, the Department ... Bank Street. But my brother's
is there and my sister's is there. So if mine's burnt
in the fire, obviously theirs would have been in the
fire too, they're under the same address. And then they
says, when I pulled them up about that, they says, 'No,
they didn't burn in the fire, we've moved them
somewhere', and then they asked me to go for Panel

reports. And I've asked for them, but I can't find them
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didn't -- I didn't have any education. They just put me
behind more when I went back to school.

Q. You go on to say, at paragraph 112:

'I know that if I had not been sent to Calder House,

I would have had a much better life and I would not have
been in trouble with the courts.'

A. Definitely. I still say that.

LADY SMITH: Are you saying that because that was the
beginning of everything that followed?

A. That's why I want to know why they put me in there.

MR MACAULAY: Because you say that you never caused any

trouble before you were in care?

A. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And then, when I went into St Philip's, they were
showing me how to do things, how to do that, and that --
that's just the way it was.

Q. You do get a sort of education in St Philip's?

A. Aye. A criminal one.

Q. A criminal one. You say:

'"The only reason I was sent into care was because
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will be more read-ins.
LADY SMITH: Of course. There are more read-ins. We'll
just catch up on names before I rise for the break.

There were a couple of names earlier this morning.

A Mr , a Mr [l and also the name of a man who
was a child in care, _ Their identities
are all protected by my General Restriction Order and
they mustn't be identified as mentioned in our evidence
outside this room. Thank you.

(11.27 am)

(A short break)

(11.44 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, before I start the next read-in,
I have a correction to make. The last read-in that
I did this morning was the statement of 'Terry', which
is WIT.001.001.6293. I gave the wrong date of signing.
The actual date that 'Terry' signed was 29 May 2017.
I think I said 25 May. But, just to correct it for the
transcript, it was 29 May.

LADY SMITH: Well spotted. Thank you very much.

MS MACLEOD: 1I'll now move on to the read-in of an applicant
who wishes to use the pseudonym 'Henry'. His statement

is at WIT-1-000001186.
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LADY SMITH: I think he would be ten. That was the
beginning of his time going into care.

MR MACAULAY: The records seem to suggest that's the
beginning of his time in the care system.

So then, moving on to paragraph 44, he talks about

leaving Park Lodge, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
SELGCERWRLEUILERE i s brother went in a different

direction because they were there together and he went

to another home:

'I'm not sure why we were separated and no one ever
told me.'

Then he's at a resource centre, and that was on
_1992. It was really, from the records, for
non-attendance at school, so he would be 13, I think,
by now.

If I go on to paragraph 52, this is when he ends up
at St Philip's. And, according to the records, this was
on_1992, so again he would be 13.

LADY SMITH: Coming up for 14.

MR MACAULAY: He himself thought he was about 14 when he
went to St Philip's. He describes the main house and he
moves on to describe some of the members of staff, and
he says, four or five lines down, paragraph 53:

'The headteacher, but not from the start, was
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a Paddy Hanrahan. He came towards the end of my time.
He was a big African guy. There was a manager of each
of the three units. was one of the unit
managers. Pat McMillan was the manager of the education
building.'

Other members of staff he can remember, and he names
them.

At 54, he says:

"It was all boys at St Philip's. The age range was
from 10 right up to 18.°

He goes on to describe the number of boys and the
units, and we have heard about the units before.

At 57, he says:

'After being there for a while, maybe around a year,
I was given lots of different responsibilities. I had
helped the gardener a lot, and they must have seen how
well I was looking after the plants and the equipment.
Then I was given the job of sweeping up all the wood
shavings and sawdust after I had finished churning out
baseball bats in the wood shop. The staff often gave me
keys to lock up some of the rooms at the end of the day.
I was the first person to start up the tuck shop. The
tuck shop lasted a while, but people started to break
into it and stole lots of stuff. Every day I would go

over to the kitchens and bring the trolley back with the
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were nasty. In my time at St Philip's, I just felt
there was no support. was nightshift and he
used to shout and swear at us to get to our beds. He
would also hit us.

'There was a lot of fighting in St Philip's.
Sometimes it would start off being playful, but often it
turned violent. When it turned really violent, windows
were getting smashed and people were getting hurt by the
furniture getting thrown about. This happened quite
a lot. This wasn't just the children; the staff did
this too.

'Some of the staff were real bullies. I was heavily
restrained by staff, and they just did it to break my
temper. They did it to others too. If they were
restraining me by bending my fingers, or pushing my arm
up my back, they didn't hold back and you knew you were
being restrained. It was a karate move that they used
to get you down to the ground. If you did something
they didn't like, or if you didn't do what you were
told, they would restrain you. There was usually
a reason they would do it and, if it was for something
more serious, they would react more seriously. Being
restrained happened quite regularly to me and I saw it
happening all the time to other children. There was

rarely a day went by without someone getting restrained,
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a Time Out building next to the education block. It
would mean five or six men restraining you. You would
end up with carpet burns from resisting them restraining
you. I taught myself how to read and write when I was
on the run, by reading road signs and things.

'At the start, they used to take us camping for two
weeks at a time to Loch Morar. Most of those trips were
dreadful as well, because the staff would be drinking
when we were in bed. The staff who did that were
HKF B HKG HKE and _

HKF would terrorise us and throw us off the
pier and Loch Morar was supposed to be the coldest loch
in Europe.

'I didn't have a support worker at St Philip's. My
social worker did visit me at St Philip's. I remember
going to meetings about my behaviour. Sometimes my
family would come for these meetings. They asked why
I was absconding, but I didn't tell them. By that time,
I was emotionally drained.

'I can remember going to Children's Panels too.
Every time I got charged with a new offence, they had
another Panel. It was just a slap on the wrist from the
Panel. I never really understood what they were having
Panels for. I never felt like my voice was heard at the

Panels. I didn't have a lawyer representing me at
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from St Philip's. I was in Glasgow city centre, on the
way to my auntie's house. I was making my own way there
from Airdrie to Springburn. I had met two guys and
a lassie I had seen before. They were in their 30s.
I can't remember their names. I had been in their
company before in the town and, because the woman was
there, I thought I could trust them. They offered to
give me a lift and they gave me a drink of Buckfast in
the back of a motor. That's all I can remember. They
kidnapped me for a week and abused me. Now the two men
are in prison for murdering that woman a few years ago.
When I woke up, the woman was trying to give me water
and I could feel blood between my bum cheeks. I could
see blood on the bed. I don't know where it was that
they took me. The only thing I could remember on the
way there was the smell of sea air. Thankfully, after
a week, they dropped me off in Glasgow city centre.
I didn't make any formal report about it. I did try to
talk to the staff, but they were suggesting I was a rent
boy because I came back wearing new clothes.

'I used to get terrorised constantly in St Philip's.
I used to run away to get away from it. After the

abduction, I just wanted to get back. I made my own way

back and a member of staff, .. got a phone
call from another member of staff, . They
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asked who had been on the run andsaid that I had
been. (RS blamed me for breaking into his
house. When the other boys got to hear about it,

I couldn't get any peace. All I wanted to do was have
a bath, but they were all around me and I still had to
do my time on the Time Out Chair. Because I had come
back in new clothes, boys were asking me if I was a rent
boy. You just couldn't talk to these people. No one
asked me where I had been or what happened. I was just
treated as a bad boy. Other times I had absconded,

I got caught shoplifting, so they Jjust assumed that's
what I was doing. Any time I went to my parents' house
and tried to tell them, my dad just handed me in to the
police station, so there was no point going there.

'I had a nervous breakdown when I was about 13 years

I never suffocated. I woke up in the morning
thankfully. No one knew what had happened.

'I didn't want to stay there after what happened
when I ran away, but I didn't want to stay and get
beaten up all the time either. They ended up taking my
clothes and trainers off me to try and stop me from
running away, so I would stash trainers, clothes and

money outside in the grounds. It meant when I came back
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That's where I learned how to commit crime and how to
steal cars.

'One thing that stood out at St Philip's was 'Time
Out'. It was a chair behind a pillar against a wall in
the main living room. If you swore you got 30 seconds
Time Out. If you kept going, you would get more time
added on. You had to sit there and not talk. If you
did talk, you had to start the Time Out again. I ended
up sitting in that chair every day. That became a big
part of my life. It wasn't a big part of my life to
begin with, but it did become a large part.

'"When I first went to St Philip's School, everything
was fine. I went to school. I had a great life. I was
just coming into my teenage years. I joined the army
cadets in Airdrie. I loved it. I was training to be
a sniper in the army. I was in the cadets for two years.
That came to an end because I was absconding so much.

'If I was getting bullied at St Philip's, staff like
andwould tell me to stick
up for myself. They made out it was my fault.

'"Certain members of staff used to organise 30-second
square goes between us. One member of staff did that

and he was called [aS

He was on the nightshift and he
used to be allowed to smoke. He would just organise

square goes between boys when he was on nightshift on
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his own.

'Years after I was in St Philip's, I would have been
about 14 or 15, I was out with my parents.
,. a member of staff from St Philip's, saw
me and he thought I had absconded from somewhere. He
had it in for me because he believed I had broken into
his house. He told me that the police told him that
they found my fingerprint on a concrete slab at his
house. He abducted me and said he was going to do all
sorts to me, but then he thought better of it and I got
back to my mum and dad. My parents contacted the police
but no action was taken against.

'I've never made any report of abuse while I was at
St Philip's. They decided that because of my absconding
they were going to put me in a secure unit. When I left
St Philip's School, I went to Rossie Farm School.'

Between paragraphs 143 and 154, the witness provides
evidence about his time at Rossie Farm School from, he
says, around 1999.

From paragraphs 155 to 163, the witness provides
evidence about his time he spent at Cardross
Assessment Centre in around 2000. That evidence,
my Lady, I understand has already, in part, been read in
during Chapter 7 of this Phase of the Inquiry, on Day

462, 12 July 2024.
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would only get half that time. That is where I started
to knuckle down and study for exams. The teachers were
brilliant. I got six Standard Grades; maths, English,
social subjects, science, computing and art. I got all
Bs and Cs.'

At 48, he says:

'We didn't do any chores at St Philip's. You maybe
collected the dishes for the kitchen staff or things
like that, but nothing else. You could make your own
supper in the evening, and you had to clean up after
yourself. That was it really.

'T went on holiday when I was at St Philip's. We
went up near Fort William. We were camping for about
five days and went hiking and things. It was a good
experience.

'Apart from seeing my sister, I had no contact with
my family while I was at St Philip's. I had visits from
my social worker and my drug worker. The social worker
would come up at weekends and take me out, then drop me
off at my sister's. For all that I got on with him, he
was a positive influence, I continued to smoke
cannabis.

'I got on well with the staff at St Philip's and

could trust them to a certain extent. There was

a member of staff called . He was
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ex-army. He was a bit more intrusive. When you came
back in the evening, he would get you to empty your
pockets. Sometimes he would take it too far and strip
search you. He was horrible. He would make you take
your clothes off and tell you to pull your boxers down.
It was like a police strip search. I don't know why he
did this. I think it was just because he could.

I don't know if he recorded this, but I never saw it in
any of my daily logs.

'"There was a member of staff called who
always smelled of alcohol. He was constant nightshift
and you could smell it as soon as he came through the
door. All the other members of staff were okay, but
I was known as the "druggie". They accused me of taking
all sorts of drugs and I wasn't. My worst memories of
St Philip's were being given heroin by .

I went back to the unit one night and he was on duty.

I went into the office and he was holding a piece of tin
foil. He said, "Oh, here's the wee druggie”. He told me
he only had a little bit left, but the next night he
would give me a good smoke. I didn't know what he was
talking about.

'"The next night, he gave me the key to the kitchen
and told me to get a piece of tin foil. I thought it

was for a bucket lid for smoking weed. He put a bit of
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powder on the tin feoil and started burning it. I had
just been to the dentist and had a plate put in my mouth
with four false teeth. I had two lines of this stuff on
the tin foil and I was in the toilet being sick and
I lost my plate. I went straight to my bed after that.
This became a regular event. He used to stay just
across from the unit, so I would go to his place before
getting back at night. I was doing this right up until
I left St Philip's, six months before my 1l6th birthday.
I asked iCMwhat it was and he said it was cannabis oil.
'I don't think other staff members were aware. He
was upstalrs in the office on his own during the
nightshift, and because I was going back later at night,
everyone else was in bed. I was 15 years old. I told
my sister and her friend and, unbeknown to me, her pal
told the police in Wishaw. I didn't realise what it was
he was giving me until I went to the doctors. I took
some Valium, and I woke up the next morning and I was
ill, being really sick. I hadn't seenfcr a day or
two. My sister had told mum and she came to the unit
and took me to the doctor. The doctor told me and my
mum that I was withdrawing. I asked what he was talking
about and he said I had clearly been taking heroin and
was withdrawing from it. He thought I had been

injecting it, but I told him I wasn't. He gave me some
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dihydrocodeine and diazepam. I don't know if he
reported it to the police, but that's when I found out
that my sister's pal had. My sister had got in touch
with my mum as she was concerned about me. That's why
she came to the unit.

'My behaviour had changed when I was smoking heroin.
I wasn't going to see my sister. I was going to see
HYS He would tell the staff at St Philip's that I was
helping him decorate during the day.

'"When we left the doctors, my mum and I went back to
the unit to pick up some clothes because she said that
was it; I was going home. I took the drugs the doctor
gave me, so I wasn't fit to go anywhere. I spoke with
my social worker. She was aware that my mum had taken
me out of St Philip's. My drug worker had left by that
time.

'My mum couldn't handle me. I was withdrawing from
the drugs and stealing. I only stayed with her for
a few days then I was put into a children's home in
Coatbridge. I was on full prescription from the doctor:
dihydrocodeine to help with the withdrawals and diazepam
to help me relax.'

I should perhaps say that the records suggest that
he left St Philip's in_ZOOO, when he would be

about 15.
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anything if you are constantly sick and have diarrhoea
until you get heroin and feel normal. That has been my
life since being given heroin by . I am still
addicted and still looking for that fix.'

At T8:

'T stayed with my sister off and on, then people
came through the door trying to rob me and they almost
killed the both of us. They were wanting to steal the
money and drugs I had on me. It was horrific. I got
stabbed ten times, a shattered elbow, my ear was cut,

I got 124 staples in my head and 140 stitches in my
face. This happened when I was about 21 years old.

I have actually had three attempts made on my life, all
to do with drugs. The last one was a couple of years
ago, and the other was a few years before that.

'During the last attack, I was stabbed six times in
the chest, one of which was two centimetres from my
heart. I was in hospital on each occasion for
a considerable length of time. After I got the staples
in my head, I had to learn to walk and talk again. I
began forgetting a lot. I wasn't as sharp as I used to
be.'

He talks about his relationships in the next
paragraph. And at 82, he says:

'T am still in touch with my sister, but I have no

107



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

contact with the rest of my siblings. It's through
drugs and everything else. My mum is in Ireland now, so
I don't really see much of her. I speak to her on the
phone, but that's about it. I have had no contact with
my dad for a long time.'

At 'Impact':

'T don't think I would ever have tried heroin if it
hadn't been given to me by . It wasn't
something I thought about while I was growing up. When
I was young, I thought heroin was only injected and
I'm scared of needles. I have never injected in nmy
life. But it has controlled my life since he gave me it
until now.

'It has impacted relationships and having friends.
All my friends are drug addicts. They aren't really
pals; they are just trying to get themselves together.

I couldn't trust any of them. All this has come from me
being given what I initially thought was cannabis oil.’

He goes on to talk about his medical situation. And
then, at 86:

'I have attempted to take my own life a couple of
times, but it's not the way to go. You've just got to
try to deal with things. I have only had one or two
jobs in my life, but I've never been able to keep hold

of them. 1It's just down to the drugs again.'
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He talks about having received counselling.

Then 'Reporting of abuse', at 89:

'I reported to the police while I was in
care, but the police never got back to me. I have not
spoken to them about the matter again.'

Then, at paragraph 92, 'Lessons to be learned', he

'was a member of staff at St Philip's,

but he started off as an electrician in the grounds and
he became a member of staff. He didn't go through
disclosures and things like that, but now all that is in
place, whereas he got in through the back door. I don't
know if he did any training to become a member of staff.
From what I know, with the staff knowing that he was
coming into St Philip's stinking of booze, he should
never have been there and he should never have been
allowed to take us up to his house to help paint.

'I had a lot of hopes and dreams, but they were all
dashed a long time ago. I just hope they can do things
right and look after children properly, the way they are
meant to be. As I was getting older, the restraints
that were used got better and better, so hopefully
things like that will help. There is still a lot of
heroin out there and some kids will get addicted to it,

so I do hope the staff are equipped to deal with them.
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'If I had been at my mum's and never went into care,
I would never have been allowed to go into Glasgow at
such an early age, never in a million years. I was on
a supervision order and they were meant to look after
me, but I think it was easier for them to let me go,
rather than fighting with me to stay.'

At the end, 'Patrick' says:

'T have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.’

'"Patrick' has signed the statement on 2 March 2023.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Mr MacRulay.

MR MACAULAY: That's a bit earlier than usual, but it might
be an appropriate time to adjourn for lunch.

LADY SMITH: I think we have made good progress this
morning.

Just before I rise for the lunch break, another few
names of people whose identities are protected by my
General Restriction Order: somebody referred to as
They're not to be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room. Thank you.

(12.53 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)
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statement; is that in paragraph 917
Yes, aye.
You say:

'A staff member was accused of punching someone.'
That's right, yes. I see it.
Which staff member was that?
His name was .
Was it a boy who made the complaint --
A boy, uh-huh.
-- that had punched him?
Yes.
Was that complaint made to you?
Eventually, yes. I don't think I was on duty at the
time. But, yes, certainly the seniors on duty would
have taken that down and passed it on.
Looking at the internal procedure then; what happened
internally in relation to that complaint?
Well, would be interviewed by the senior staff and
then a social work department as well, and then the
decision was to suspend him until the court case came.
You tell us that that staff member got his job back?
He did, yes, aye. I don't know that much about the
case, but it went to court and I think it was 11 months
later it was thrown out by the court.

You mentioned that a staff member got moved to
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there were any, or requirements, which were most
important, and no doubt requirements such as complaint

procedures, all that, weould evolve from that, you see,

and be tightened up and what have you. But the children

had a great voice in their care, you know.

When you provided your statement, 'Frank', you were
asked about a number of staff members, to see if you
recalled them and if you saw them interacting with
children?

Yes, yes, yes.

I'1l ask you about some of these people you were asked
about. You were asked about a?

Yeah.

What was his role in the school?

He was a basic care worker, a housefather like myself.
Did you see him interacting with children?

Yes, uh-huh.

How would you describe the way in which he interacted
with children?

Very good, aye. He was a good football player so the
kids were attracted to him that way. He liked the
football and would take the children up to the 'play
barn', as we called it, gymnasium, yeah, no problem.
Did you ever see him behaving in a way that concerned

you with children?
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No.

Did you ever receive any complaints from children about
a—

I wouldn't have received them anyway. I was the same
grade as him. It would be a senior member of staff that
dealt with that, but no, I don't believe there has been.
Are you aware of any complaints being made against him
during your time at the school?

None.

You were asked about a staff member called

HKF . What was his role at the school?

LGN a5 a basic grade member of staff up until --

I can't remember when he became a night staff, and he's
now-in that position in this present day.

Was there an allegation made against him at one time?

I think there was, uh-huh. I'm not particularly sure
what i1t was, but it was certainly -- I don't know if
he'd mishandled somebody or something, but yeah.

You tell us in your statement, paragraph 121, there was
an allegation made against [ by a boy who said he
punched him. So this is a separate incident to the one
we have spoken about before, with the other staff
member?

Yes, this is a different one.

You say:
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'"The complaint was investigated by social work and
dismissed.'
Yeah.
Were the police involved in that investigation?
Not to my knowledge, no. It went to the Social Work
Department, who made a decision on what the outcome
would be.
Did you ever see interact with children
in a way that concerned you?

No, not at all, no.

You were also asked about a, Py GXP

And I think you've told the Inquiry that you didn't have
any concerns about the way they treated children?

No. What was the -- could I just go through the names
again please?

Of course. [ ?

the night staff, that's right, okay.
Paragraph 122 and 123. A?
GXP . yep, aye.

GXQ 2

Uh-huh. .

Yeah, okay. They're fine. I had no problem at all. No

concerns.





























