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Layout of St Phillips School

The dorms, kitchen and dining hall were all in the main building. The classrooms
were mostly in a separate portacabin type building with a little bit of the school in the
main building. Separately, there was a yard. There was a big mansion within the
grounds where the headmaster would stay. St Philips is all totally different now. |
am aware that the main building at St Phillips has been flattened and they have
rebuilt a secure unit in its place. | believe the house where the headmaster lived is

still within the grounds.
Staff structure

| have fond memories of the staff at St Phillips. There were two residential staff
members on shift per each unit at any one time. Those two staff members would
oversee up to thirty boys. At night there was a nightwatchman who would work on
his own. He would sit on his chair in the hall, with a coffee and his fags, and watch

who was going to the toilet and so on.
Staff

Mr Kane was the headmaster. He stayed in a big mansion house within St Phillips’s
grounds. He either owned a lot of the surrounding land or the land and house came

with the job. He lived in his house with his daughters and his dogs.

Hap was my key worker in St Phillips throughout my time there. He is still
a friend to this day. He was a good guy. | remember that he used to come out to
Barlanark. All my family have met him.

John Hughes was a residential worker at St Phillips. His nickname was ‘Yogi.” He
was a former Celtic FC player who was one of the Lisbon Lions. My grandfather was

a big Celtic fan and would come up to St Phillips on a Sunday to speak to him.
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Leaving St Phillips

It was the running away that led to me being moved to another institution. That was
the only reason | was taken out of St Phillips. The number of times | ran away
increased over time. There were times when | would behave and not run away. |
would build all that up for a couple of months then just do something stupid. I'd go
glue sniffing, get hold of alcohol or go out with someone who was up to no good.
One of the last times | ran away from St Phillips, | ran away with a couple of boys
and ended up down in Blackpool. | was away for two weeks and my family was

worried sick about me.

| ended up going to a children’s hearing in MacKenzie House in Glasgow. | attended
the hearing with my Auntie [JJll my Auntic | ] ]} my keyworker from St
Phillips, Sl and my social worker, Lena Tweedie. Also in attendance
were the three members of the panel. When | went to that | just thought that it was
going to be a normal review like | had had over the years. | thought that | would be
attending that, everything would be hunky dory and then | would be taken back to St
Phillips. However, during the hearing it was mentioned that | was a danger to myself
and that nobody knew where | was at times. | remember that | didn't have a voice
during the hearing. It was all happening around me with the adults speaking. | just
sat there with my arms crossed. It was ultimately decided by the panel that St
Phillips wasn't cutting it for me anymore and that | would be transferred to Kerelaw.

Nobody was expecting that decision to be made. | was in a daze and didn’t know
what was going on. My aunties were the same way. | know that i had
no idea that | was going to be sent somewhere else when that decision was made.
He would have told me if he knew that | was going to be taken away. Both
and | were crying. The two of us were distraught because we couldn’t believe what
was happening. | remember saying to me that he'd tried to warn me
that | would be taken away if | didn’t behave.

A man called lan Fleming was then introduced to me as my new key worker. | asked
when | would be going to Kerelaw and was told | would be going straight away.
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The units all had a similar setup to St Phillips. On the ground floor was an office,
toilets, a shower room, a television room, a room where there were table tennis and
pool tables and a wee kitchen. On the first floor were the bedrooms. Most of the
rooms were double rooms but there were a few single rooms too. It was all single
beds with a bit of furniture in the rooms. You could work your way up to having your

own bedroom if you behaved.

Separately there was a big education block, a big gym hall and a portacabin annexe
area that was used for learning. There were a few staff houses which weren’'t used
for staff to live in when | was there. They tended to be used for meetings instead.

The secure unit was located behind the portacabin annexe area. It had a giant wall
all around it so you couldn’t see into it. The secure unit contained both boys and
girls. Within the secure unit there were three units numbered ‘one’ through to ‘three.’
It was a big warren with bars on all the windows and double gates. You couldn’t see

the outside world and they couldn’t see you. It was essentially a mini jail.
Staff structure

| found all the staff in the secure unit to be good. They were a wee bit more relaxed
with you. | found their approach towards me a little bit easier when compared to the

way the staff in the open units behaved.

There were different teachers on the open side and the secure side of the school.
There was a set of independent teaching staff who worked solely in the secure unit.
The only teacher that crossed over both sides of Kerelaw was the PT Instructor,
He did sessions with everybody. His classes only happened once per
week for the residents in the secure unit because it was such a hassle to transfer

and supervise people across to the gym.
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Staff

< = ouy cales IR
was EXSI of Kerelaw whilst | was there. He was a big

English guy.

B /25 2 residential worker on the open side of Kerelaw. He was known
as Gal]. He worked in Wilson Unit. He had a kind of key worker type role. He

was a local man who came from the surrounding area.

Isabelle Surgeon was a residential worker in the open side of Kerelaw. She worked

in Wilson Unit alongside

Mrs was a senior care worker at Kerelaw. | don’t remember her first name.
She was a lovely old woman who was a bit like a matron. She came from Largs and
was as hard as boots.

lan Fleming was my key worker in the open side at Kerelaw when | first arrived. He
might have been attached to Fleming Unit, if | am right about the name of the first
unit | was in.

BN was a care member of staff in Fleming Unit. She was from Ayr.

John Muldoon worked in one of the units | was in on the open side. | am aware he

has been prosecuted but he never touched me during my time at Kerelaw.

Rl was a care worker who worked on the open side in Wilson Unit. | don't
remember his surname. He came from Mount Vernon in Glasgow. | would see him
in the local shops in my area from time to time because Mount Vernon was right next

to where | came from

§ g



75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

was a night shift worker who worked in one of the open units | was in. | don't
remember his surname but know that he lived locally to Kerelaw. If | am right about
the first unit | was in, he would have worked in Fleming Unit.

FSR was the PT Instructor at Kerelaw. | think he was a more senior member of

staff. He worked with boys and girls both from the open and secure units.

Matt George was the Art teacher. He worked solely with children in the open units. |
have heard from the police that he worked at Kerelaw from 1975 until the day it
closed. | think he was a more senior member of staff.

Winnie Goodman was the English teacher who worked solely with children from the
open units.
HE# was a Maths teacher. He worked solely with children from the open

units. He was an older chap.

Bill Easton was an English teacher. He worked solely with children who were in the

open units.
The children at Kerelaw

Kerelaw was for both girls and boys. There were two units in the open side that
were solely for boys and two that weren’t. The secure unit was for a mixture of girls
and boys. Kerelaw was for children who were slightly older. The age range was
between about thirteen and sixteen or seventeen years old. | would have been one
of the younger children there. | don't think there was anyone over the age of sixteen
years old in the secure unit. | remember that there were a lot more children from
places outside of Glasgow there. There were children from Kilmarnock and other

places in Ayrshire.

| was in Kerelaw with some unsavoury people. That was particularly the case in the

secure unit. | was in there with murderers, child prostitutes, drug dealers and people
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like that. | was in there with some seriously dangerous characters. In that way, my
time there was definitely an eye opener. The secure unit contained a full mix and
catalogue of offenders and there was me who was there for dogging school then
running away from places | had been placed in care.

| remember the names of a few people who were in Kerelaw at the same time as me.
On the open side | shared a room with [ He was a boy from Govan in
Glasgow. He was with me during the first year | was at Kerelaw. Other children
include | N I - B '~ the secure unit | was
in the same unit as a boy called || ] He had killed a wee boy and been
prosecuted for that.

Routine at Kerelaw
First day

| was nervous and scared because | had heard a couple of things about Kerelaw
before going. | remember that some of the staff at St Phillips would say that you
would “know all about it if you ended up there.” From that, | took it that Kerelaw was
a no nonsense kind of place. | also knew that the children who went there were

slightly older and that it wasn't a place for wee boys.

After arriving | was taken into one of the open units. | think the name of the unit |
was taken into was called Fleming Unit. | was taken into the office to meet staff
members. | was reminded that lan Fleming was my keyworker and told that the
routine would start the following day. All that | was interested in hearing about was
whether the staff had received confirmation from my aunties that | was allowed to
smoke. | was then taken down to my room by lan Fleming and introduced to the boy
| would be sharing a room with. That boy’s name was After lan
Fleming left, ksl told me a bit about Kerelaw and how all the Glasgow boys stuck
together. It all happened quickly. The first wee while was me trying to find my feet
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It was more mixed in the secure unit but there were fancier bars on the windows, the
rooms were all locked at night, and you were checked. | remember the bars weren’t
straight and went around in a loop. The beds were secured to the walls, square
boxes fixed to the floors for your stuff and the desks were all fixed to the ground.

Washing / bathing

In the secure unit you would go for a shower one at a time. They would lock boys up
between each boy having their showers. The layout in the open units was all the
same across the units. In the open side there were individual cubicles. There were
about five in the room and we would all shower at the same time. The shower rooms
and toilets were opposite the staff offices. We weren'’t really supervised but if you
were in the shower too long a staff member might come out of the office to hurry you
along. There was a bit of privacy because there were cubicles, however, there
weren'’t shower curtains and the cubicles were open. The staff could come in when
they wanted so they would see you showering. | remember both male and female
staff members coming in to hurry us up. | remember in particular a female staff
member cal!edwalking in. She came from Ayr. She was notorious
for doing that.

Mealtimes / food

In the open side you had breakfast, lunch and dinner in the dining rooms that were
connected to your unit and shared with another unit. In the secure unit all meals
were had within your unit. There was a single room with a wee kitchen to the side of
it. | think the food would be made in the open side of Kerelaw and brought into the
secure unit. At the weekends staff would occasionally use the kitchen to make
things for the residents like Thai green curry and things like that. They'd try to get
you involved and try to show you how to cook.
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Work / chores

In the secure unit they were limited with what they could do with you, so we didn’t
really do chores. If | remember rightly, you could do extra chores in the open units
that allowed you to get more pocket money at weekends. It was things like mopping
the floors or tidying up the pool room. You might wash a staff member’s car. It was
all things like that. You would be given that on top of your pocket money before you
went home for the weekend.

Clothing / uniform

There was no uniform and you wore civilian clothing. You were given an allowance
every month for clothing. You could save your allowance for up to three months and
then go out and spend it on yourself.

Possessions / pocket money

| didn't have anything with me when | was taken from the children’s hearing to
Kerelaw. All | had were the clothes on my back. | had clothes and bits and bobs
that | left behind at St Phillips, but | never saw any of those again.

You were given an allowance every month. | tended to buy clothes with my
allowance rather than anything else. If you bought anything else, and took it back,
you were in a place full of thieves so you wouldn’t have that thing very long. There
was no point buying a Walkman or something because you knew it would just end up

‘walking’ itself.
School

All the schooling was done on site. They had English, Maths, Art, Computing,
Woodwork, Metalwork and PE. The teaching was kept separate between the open
and secure sides. The only teacher that worked across both sides was the PT
instructor. You did a bit of everything in the classes in the secure unit and
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Throughout my time at Kerelaw there were multiple children’s hearings. | think | had
one a year so | must have attended three or four hearings. The panel would
basically say that they were keeping the order in place. It just felt that there was
never a light at the end of the tunnel because | would just be returned to Kerelaw to
the staff who were doing the things they were doing. The only positive hearing was
being moved back into the open side. The last one | attended they were basically
them washing their hands of me and gearing me up to go out into the outside world.

Attempt to have me fostered

Towards the end of my time in the secure unit | was introduced to a man and a
woman within the secure unit. | remember thinking that was strange at the time but
didn’t think anything of it. Later, | was taken to a meeting in one of the staff houses

with my two aunties, my social worker, FANEGNcf Kerelaw,

my key worker and introduced again to the man and woman.

After the man and the woman introduced themselves, it was explained that they
were foster parents who the authorities were trying to get me fostered out to. That
was the first time | heard anything about the potential for me being fostered. When
my two aunties heard that they hit the roof. They refused to allow me to be fostered.
| told the people in the room that they were barking up the wrong tree if they wanted
me to play happy families with another family. Looking back, the authorities were
trying to make out that my family were the problem. My family were never the
problem when it came to the way that | behaved. It was me being bad not them. |
just wanted home to stay with my grandfather.

Healthcare

There was nothing in place when it came to healthcare at Kerelaw. There was no
matron like they had at St Phillips. There was no internal medical treatment for
injuries or illnesses you may have. If you needed treated you would be taken to a
doctor, hospital or to a dentist if need be. There probably were first aiders but | don’t
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remember them as such. | remember that | never received any proper first aid when
I injured my hand following the incident with All that was done was a tea

towel was wrapped around it and | was taken to hospital.
Running away

| didn’t ever run away from the secure unit whilst | was there. | tried to break the
bars on my bedroom window to get out but didn’'t manage to escape. All the staff did
when they discovered I'd broken my bars was to move me to another bedroom whilst
they repaired things. | wasn’t punished in any way. At the end of the day there was
nothing they could punish me with because | was locked in the unit all day every day.
They couldn’t do anything further with me.

| ran away from the open side of Kerelaw on multiple occasions. | didn’t run away all
that much during the first few months | was in the open side but as time went on, and
more and more things were being done by the staff towards me, | started to run
away more often. Ultimately, the only reason | was trying to escape was because of
what was happening rather than wanting to get home. | ran away during the night,
from classrooms and the gym hall and during trips away to places. It didn’t matter
where | was, | used it as an opportunity to escape.

At any one time, you could disappear if you wanted to. It was easy to run away
because there were only two staff members per unit. They couldn’t keep their eyes
on all thirty residents in their unit all the time. There would be residents spread over
all the rooms in the unit so it would be easy to disappear. It was the same thing as
when | was at St Phillips when it came to why | would return. If | got bored, |1 would
walk into the social work office in Barlanark, and they would organise for somebody

to take me back.

The way that the staff at Kerelaw initially dealt with my running away was to make
me go to school in slippers. That's what they did with all the boys who ran away. |
would be walked by staff there and back. When the slippers didn’t stop me from
running away, they made me walk back and forth to school with staff in a pair of
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members every week it was happening across those staff members that were
abusive all the time.

The incidents that | set out in this statement are all the ones that | recall. However,
there are others where | don’t remember the detail. | remember seeing other
residents being assaulted and restrained on multiple occasions by staff members. It
was always full grown adults restraining people and kneeling on their chests. They
used to steam right in heavy handed. They used to just swing people about. It was
full on to see. You could tell that there wasn’t any procedure or training behind the
way in which staff would tackle the residents. It was as if they were fighting and
‘anything went’ if the staff member got the upper hand. Looking back, | think a lot of
the abuse | witnessed and experienced just came down to whatever sort of mood the

staff members were in.

3 /=5 a PT instructor at Kerelaw. He worked with residents both from the
open units and the secure unit. He just wasn’t a nice man. | remember on the first
day | was at Kerelaw, the boy | was sharing my room with, IS said that |
needed to watch out for 5NN He told me that if | ran away I would
give me “a doing for it.” | didn’t believe because up until that point | had never
had a finger laid on me by any staff member at any home | had been in. My first
impressions of RN were that he was alright. | remember that the first time he
met me he asked me where | was from. | told him that | was from Barlanark. He
asked me whether | knew a guy called Frank Quinn. | said that | did and then [l
[ said he used to play amateur football with him. | thought that, since | knew
someone he knew, that might leave me in good standing.

After settling into Kerelaw for a while | started planning how | could run away. |
familiarised myself with the place and did a bit of enquiring with the other boys about
where the nearest train station was and how you could get to Glasgow. | decided to
take my chance to run away after a couple of months. | realised that e (s
class would be the easiest one to run away from. During one of his classes | asked
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to use the toilet then used that as an opportunity to run straight out of the gym hall
doors.

I was on the run for a couple of weeks before | was caught by the police and taken
back to a police station. It was through the night, so a couple of social workers
collected me from there and returned me to Kerelaw. When | went back to my

bedroom RSN was there. He said that | should have listened to him
because M was now ‘gunning for me” because | had run away. | didn't

believe [l at the time.

Later that week | had a run of classes. | think it was Art with Matt George, followed
by English, then PE with ([l As ! walked into the gym directed the
rest of the class to pull a trampoline out of the back cupboards and told me that he
wanted a word with me. He told me to go into the area in the shower room and
toilets where we got changed. The room was located right next to (IR s office.
| then went into the room before SNl He shut the door behind him when he
entered. There was no one else in the room. [N then started punching and
kicking me all over. It was a barrage of punches and kicks to my head, my face and
my body. | was down on the floor balled up in a foetal position. | was only thirteen, a
wee boy and he was a man. As he was doing what he was doing he was saying “ye
wee prick, don’t ever run away in my class again.” Once he had finished, he said
that again before going into the gym to take the class. | entered the gym a little later
all red and dishevelled. | wasn’t bleeding but | was certainly roughed up.

That was the first time that anything like that had happened to me during my time in
care. Looking back, in MR s world | must have made him look bad by running
away from one of his classes. He was in charge of me and | had bolted away. From
that day onward my relationship with was tainted. There was always an
undercurrent of him not liking me.

A few months after the incident after | was assaulted by [SIl} | ran away again
during the night. On that occasion | was returned at 2:00 am and physically
assaulted by [§gllfwho was the nightwatchman in our unit. The following day | had
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a PE class with | knew what was coming because of what had happened
the first time round. | remember that | held back as we were all going into his class
in the gym hall. 1 was holding back because | just knew | would get punched again.
S5 couldn’t contain himself when | walked in. He lunged at me, | about turned
on my heal to get out of the door and he punched me twice on the back of my head.
| ran to the left towards a nearby annexe. | could see a staff member by the name of
Winnie Goodman in that annexe. | ran up to the window she was the other side of to
bang on to raise the alarm. As | did that my hand went right through the window.

FSR stopped in his tracks after my hand went through the glass. Blood was
gushing from my wrist. He didn’t try to help or do any first aid. He didn’t do anything
at all. Winnie Goodman and some of the other care staff came out to see me. |
think Bill Easton, who was an English teacher, may have been there as well. A
bandage or a tea towel was then put around my hand. | was then taken to
Crosshouse Hospital in Kilmarnock by two male staff members. They weren't
teaching staff. | can only remember one of their names which wasjiliidl He was a
big guy from Kilmarnock. | ended up getting ten stitches all around my wrist and my
hand was all bandaged up. | remember that during my time in the hospitaland
the other guy stopped me from speaking and spoke to the hospital staff on my
behalf. They said that | had banged a window and my hand had gone through.
They didn’t mention that | had been getting chased by [N fo!lowing getting
punched.

When | returned to Kerelaw from the hospital Mrs [SAMIIII Who was a senior care
worker, asked me what had been going on. | told her that [ had punched
me a couple of times and that | had been trying to get away. Mrssaid
something like “Just forget about it, it's all alright.” | didn't report it after that, and
nothing further was done.

After the incident where | sustained an injury to my wrist | didn't have to go to gym
for a while. When | eventually returned to gym, never assaulted me again
in the way he did before | injured my wrist. He must have got a fright because he
never put a hand on me again. Instead, he would use sports as a pretence to do
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things. He did that so, if he was ever questioned, he could say it was all just part of
sports. That continued throughout the rest of my time at Kerelaw.

Those assaults happened in various ways. He would boot me when he was taking
the ball off me if we were playing 5-aside football. | remember on one occasion, just
before | went into the secure unit in the first year | was at Kerelaw, we were playing
cricket up at the big field at the top. It was summertime and it was the school’'s

sports day. | was the batter and, suddenly, | saw (RN walk up to the boy who
was supposed to be bowling to take his place. SN wasn't trying to bowl when

he bowled the ball at me. He was trying to hit me with the cricket ball. It wasn't an
overarm bowl. It was a full on pitch and he was going in for the kil. He ended up
hitting me on the leg. | threw my bat down and refused to play after he did that.

Both and | knew what he was doing. He was doing it in plain sight of all
the other staff. He was using the cricket ball to hurt me. It was all put down to being
‘just sports”, SNl taking it seriously and him just being competitive. It wasn't
competitive though because the only reason he was throwing the ball was because |

had run away from him during one of his classes.

FER would sometimes get other boys to bully those boys he didn't like. He had
his favourites who would do that for him. That would happen during sports. | wasn’t
athletic but | could run for Scotland. AN would put the older boys who would
do it for him on you during whatever sports you were playing. The older boys would
give you a hard time when they were tackling you. They would come in rough when
they went into you. It was the same thing as with . They were using sports
as a cover to assault you.

| didn’t have to deal with during the time | was in the secure unit because
the gym hall was in the open part of Kerelaw. The staff ordinarily would have to grab
hold of the boys and girls when they took them across to the gym. 1 would refuse to
go and kick off instead. In the end, the staff just gave up trying to take me across for
gym classes. By the time | was back in the open unit again and returning to [l
Bl s classes, | had grown a bit. | still wasn't being physically assaulted by him in
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the way he had before | injured my wrist. However, there was still an undercurrent of
him not liking me. He would still make snide remarks about me and carried on with
all the stuff in sports he was doing before. He'd belittle me and say that | was a
waste of space. He'd say that he wouldn’t have let me out of the secure unit and if it

was down to him he would have thrown away the key.

| didn’t see assaulting boys in the manner he did to me in the shower
room. However, | do remember seeing him hitting other people. | remember seeing
him whacking a table tennis paddle right off another boy’s head. | can’t remember
the boy’s name, but the incident occurred in the upper part of the gym hall. | can’t
remember why did what he did. Knowing him, he had probably lost a
game of table tennis, or the boy had given him some backchat. The guy had a really
short fuse. must have done what he did to me to other boys otherwise
why would everybody else know that that was what he did when boys ran away?
Why would have warned me in the way he did when | first arrived?

FSR was both physically and verbally abusive to boys in Kerelaw. | know that
he will try and claim that the things he was doing, outside of the physical assaults,
were all part of playing sport and because he was a sports teacher. | know that he
used sports as a cover to hurt and to bully boys. The sports were used to get at you.

Bl surname unknown)

il was the nightwatchman in Fleming Unit. That was the unit | was in over the
course of the first year | was at Kerelaw. s forte was to target boys who had
run away during his shifts after they were returned. You would climb up the stairs,
go to your bed and think everything was ‘hunky dory’. You would then hear your
bedroom door open, andwould beat you up.

| didn’t learn my lesson following being assaulted the first time by because
| ran away again a few months later. On that occasion, | climbed out a unit window
at night. | got to Kilwinning train station, found the tracks and followed them towards
Glasgow. | knew that if | stayed on the line, | would hit Glasgow eventually. |
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counted down the stations until | was where | wanted to be. It took me ages. | was
on the run for a couple of weeks before | was caught, collected by a standby social

worker and returned to Kerelaw. It was 2:00 am by the time | was returned.

| was taken up to my room and then | got into my bed. | was in my bed for five
minutes thinking everything had settled when opened the door and came in.
then threw a quilt over me and punched me all over my body through the quilt
whilst holding my head. Although the quilt softened the blows, and | wasn’t injured, it
still hurt. | was still a wee boy being battered by a man. Whilst he was doing that he
was saying “don’t run away during night-time whilst | am on shift. Got the
message?” | ran away on multiple occasions through the night after that and
battered me a good ten times in the same way. It was the same routine every time.
You just knew what was coming.

B < boy | shared my room with, would have seen [§gilff assaulting me
each time | came back. | remember that one of the nights | ran away with

We got as far as Kilwinning Station and gave up. When we got back to
Kerelaw we went up back to our room and physically assaulted the two of us
together. He did (MG first then he did me. | remember seeing getting his
doing and thinking “of fuck I'm next.” | knew what was coming.

Matt George

Matt George was my Art teacher on the open side of Kerelaw. He taught me
throughout the two years either side of the year | was in the secure unit. At first, |
thought he was a cool funky kind of guy. He was in a way. | remember him having a
big moustache like Tom Selleck from Magnum Pl and acting just like you would
imagine a quirky Art teacher would. | remember that he would go on about doing
martial arts and having a black belt and that sort of stuff. There would be about five
girls and five boys in Matt George's classes. He was always a creep and ‘nicey
nicey’ towards the girls. He never did anything physical towards them. However, he
used to treat the boys like shit. He used to do all the things he was doing in front of
the girls in the class and would be laughing whilst he did that.
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There were three occasions when | was taken, alongside other boys and girls, to
Matt George’s house. | don't know why he took us there. He stayed in a big fancy
house in Largs. | can remember his house as plain as day because it stuck in my
mind. It was quite somewhere for a boy from the East End of Glasgow to be taken.
The first time | was taken to his house | met his wife but on the second occasion it
was just him that was there. | remember Matt George showing us pictures of his
daughters and saying that they were at Art College in Glasgow at the time. Nothing
ever happened to me like what happened in the classrooms when | was in his house.
However, | remember waiting in the living room whilst he disappeared with some of
the other children. | remember him going off to collect a box from somewhere else.
Looking back, it was inappropriate for a member of staff to be taking children back to
his house.

Abuse in the secure unit

| did great in the secure unit and didn’t run away. | kept my head down and got on
with things. It got to the stage in the secure unit where | was that trusted that | would
be given a video card and allowed to go into Stevenston on my own, to Blockbusters.
| would pick up a video for the residents in the secure unit to watch. That would
have been all part of me being built up to returning to the open side of Kerelaw.

There was no abuse whatsoever towards me when | was in the secure unit. Not one
staff member laid a finger on me whilst | was there. The staff members who were
abusive to me had no access to me during my time in the secure unit because they
all worked in the open side of Kerelaw. The only staff member | potentially could
have encountered was Sl Who was the PT Instructor, but | would kick off so |
wouldn’t have to attend his classes. In the end, | didn’t cross Matt George, [SSalll or

FSR s paths for a year.

| saw fights breaking out amongst the residents and saw staff having to intervene in
the secure unit. | saw staff members getting assaulted by residents. | remember
seeing a staff member hit with a pool cue. The pool cue was wrapped around his
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skull for picking on a particular boy from Easterhouse. At the end of the day the
children there had nothing to lose. [ think because of that a lot of the staff were more
‘easy oasy’ with the residents than perhaps others were on the open side of Kerelaw.

Looking back, being placed into the secure unit was the best thing that could have
happened to me. It was a period when | didn’t have to deal with any abusive staff
members. | had quite a happy wee life when | was locked up there. Sadly, as soon
as | was released back into the open side the abuse from staff members all started

again.

EUM

| was placed in Wilson Unit after | left the secure unit. That unit was a mixed gender

unit located at the very top of the grounds. was a care worker who
worked in that unit. He wasn't bad like Matt George, or The

physical abuse | suffered from him was only one time around about the middle of the
third year that | was there. It would have been about six months before | left

Kerelaw.

There was a small housing scheme located to the back of Wilson Unit. The local
lads from the scheme would come up and try to chat up the girls that were in
Kerelaw. A lot of the boys didn’t like that happening and would jump out the window
to chase those boys off. It was all a game of cat and mouse and was all mediocre
stuff. One night there was a squad of us who had decided to chase off the boys.
One guy had a rolling pin, | had a table leg and someone else had something else.
We all hid what we had under our beds. Around that time, for some strange reason,
| had decided to shave my hair down only one side of my head. On one side was jet
black hair and on the other it was completely shaven.

Somehow, the staff got wind of us hiding our weapons under our beds and took them
into the office within the unit. Me, a guy called _ who was from
Drumchapel and another boy who | can't remember the name of were called in to

speak to M There was only SEMI and the three boys in the office.
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The weapons were laid out on the desk and I started shouting at us. The
next thing | knew EXAIII snapped, picked up either the rolling pin or the table
leg and hit me twice round the head with it. He hit me on the side of my head which
was shaven. | went down on the floor and started crying. | then got up and ran to
the toilet. My head had a massive bump on it, but it wasn't split open. It was bloody
though and swelled right up.

As soon as SR cid what he did he knew what he done. He came running
into the toilets after me. Another staff member by the name of Isabelle Surgeon also
came in. kept on saying “sorry” to me whilst | was crying and looking at
my head in the mirror. was basically kissing my arse because he knew
what he had done and was panicking. EEMIE 2nd Isabelle Surgeon dampened
the bump and put something over it. |1 wasn’t taken to the hospital and didn'’t receive
any medical treatment following the assault. | think that decision was made because
my head wasn't split. The top layer of skin had been scraped off, and it was bloody,
but my injury didn’t require stitches.

Following the incident X prhoned my family. | think that was on the day he
hit me. He was only doing that to try and cover himself. By this stage my mother
had moved back to Scotland and was staying at my grandfather’s waiting for a house
of her own to be offered to her. She told me later on that SEMIE to!d her that
there had been an incident where he had hurt me. He didn't tell my mother exactly
what he had done so my mother said something like “oh he must have deserved it.”
| think she took it as me getting given a slap around the back of my head rather than

something more serious.

The staff in the unit kept me in for about four weeks until the swelling on my head
went away and my hair grew back on the shaved side of my head. That meant | was
kept in for three weekends in a row. | heard from my mother later on that she was
asking why | wasn't being let out during the weekends, but I just said it
was due to my behaviour. In the end, my mother and her boyfriend, whose name
was [} was visiting Stevenson and decided to visit me at Kerelaw. | remember
that and Isabelle Surgeon were on shift that day and sat there during
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the visit. My mother asked me what had happened, but | still felt | couldn't tell her
what was happening during the visit. The following weekend | was allowed out on
leave and went back to my grandfather's house. That was when | told my mother
and grandfather exactly what had happened. | told them that | had a massive bump

on my head and that was why | had been kept in for three weeks.

Every single staff member that worked in Kerelaw would have known that something
would have happened if they’d seen me. That goes for the staff who came on after
EUM and Isabelle Surgeon’s shift and all the teachers in the school. They
would have known because | walked about for a week with a massive egg on the
side of my head. It was an obvious injury to the side of my head that had been
shaved. It was a good week before the swelling started to go down and my hair
started to grow back. It was common knowledge that R had hit me across
my head with a rolling pin or table leg because | was going about telling everyone
what he had done. Every one of the staff members will have known where that
bump came from and not one of them spoke up. Even the staff members | regarded
as good people didn't speak up for me. Nobody did anything.

Looking back, it's hard for me to think even those people | thought were good
people, were good. Not one of them voiced any concern. Any normal person would
have said it wasn't right what FEANEEEE had done to me. However, that wasn't
what happened. They all covered each other's arses. | was the one who was
punished through being kept in for three weekends in a row rather than R
being investigated. There was no investigation, no suspension and no reporting to
the police. | was kept in so the swelling would resolve itself and nothing was done

about ke

About eleven or twelve years after the incident, when | was about twenty-seven or
twenty-eight, | met G My life wasn't going well at that time. | used to
hang around Paddy’s Market when it was located behind the High Court in Glasgow.
| was still bad with the drugs and was yet to report to the police. |
bumped into and his wife in the market. | walked right up to kI
Bl and asked whether he remembered me. | could see in his face that he knew
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exactly who | was. The first thing that came out of his mouth was something like “I
do remember you; | have told my wife that shouldn't have happened and I'm really

really sorry.” He effectively admitted what he had done there and then.
(surname unknown) and unnamed staff member

was a care worker who worked in Wilson Unit. He never gave me a hard time,

but he did to others. Wilson Unit was on the open side of Kerelaw rather than in the
secure unit. | il wou'd have been about thirteen or fourteen when she
was in Wilson Unit with me. | remember witnessing her being dragged about and
battered by and another male staff member in the unit. It all started at the
office door in the unit. | don't remember the name of the other staff member. Back
then staff didn’t have any training in restraint, so they were swinging her all over the
place. | remember | (ooking all dishevelled and red after the incident.

As far as | know there was never any investigation undertaken following that
incident. When | met ||| ] BB in 2dutt life we talked about that incident. She
told me that she had asked the staff for a cigarette, and it had all kicked off over that.
| think she was cheeky when she was turned down or something like that. That was
enough for the staff to decide to manhandle her all over the place.

Unnamed staff member

| heard during my time at Kerelaw that there was an incident where a boy had his
wrist broken during a time when staff were trying to restrain him. He had been
placed in a hold, a lock or something like that. | can’'t remember which staff member
was involved. That happened in my unit during my time there, but | didn’t witness it.
| think that was in Wilson Unit rather than Fleming Unit. | think the boy’s name was
I ¢ he was from Kilmarnock. I'm sure that is the name of the boy
that it happened to.
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Reporting of abuse whilst at Kerelaw

| didn't report what Matt George was doing because you saw it happening to that
many other people. | wasn't going to moan because doing so might end up with his

behaviour becoming intensified. | had tried to report SR and been told by Mrs
to forget about it. Every one of the staff knew what happened with

Bl so there was no point in reporting it. Everybody knew about what had
happened and nothing was done about it. | was just told to “shut up” whenever |
tried to tell any staff members about the things that happened. There was never a
sniff of any investigations being undertaken. In the end, | was left thinking that
nobody was going to be interested if | tried to report something. That's where | was
left mentally in my world.

When | ran away | would either be brought back by a duty social worker, if | was
caught during the night, or my own social worker, if it was during the day. | never
reported what was happening to social workers because | classed them the same as
the staff in Kerelaw. | blamed social workers for me being in care and what was
happening to me. When the police were involved during the times | was caught
when running away | could tell they weren't interested. | never reported anything to
them. | was well known to them, and they just wanted to get me back to Kerelaw. At
the end of the day, | was taken off my family for dogging school and that left me with

no trust in anyone.

When | would tell my grandfather about what was happening at Kerelaw he would
remind me that it was “bad boys’ school” and say that was just what happened. His
mindset was that that was the norm for those sorts of places and those were the
things that just happened. Looking back, | think that was the start of me accepting
what happened in Kerelaw as the norm. It wasn’t until nearly thirty years later, when
| spoke to the police properly, that | started to think that the things that people like

I Sl o Matt George did constituted child abuse.
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anything. | feel as if | am letting my daughter down. Fortunately, my ex-partner
helps my daughter when she sees her.

| don't know what it was that made me turn to drugs. | do think it was a case of
being in the wrong place at the wrong time and it was just put in front of me. It was
like all the things | did when | was in St Phillips and Kerelaw that involved criminality.
The experience was offered to me, and | impulsively became involved. | walked into
it so blind not realising what could happen. In just seven days, | was an addict and
woke up every day thinking about how | could get money for my fix. That was my
world. There are a lot of people in Barlanark who don’t believe me when | tell them
that | was a heroin addict. | think part of that is because | never returned to
Barlanark during the period when | was on heroin. | stayed more in the town where
there was money to be made. My heroin addiction has had a physical impact on me.
| have no veins all over my body because of all the years injecting heroin. | nearly
lost one of my legs because of heroin. | had an abscess and that was considered as
something that might be done.

From the age of sixteen, just after leaving Kerelaw, up until the present day | have
suffered from seizures. My first one happened when | was in Geilsland. It was only
when | turned thirty-two, and was clean off drugs, that | sought any proper treatment
for them. | went to my doctors and ended up getting a series of tests. That was
when | was diagnosed with severe epilepsy. | never suffered a seizure before the
assault by ESXII The only ailments | had was that | was allergic to penicillin
and been diagnosed with a heart murmur when | was younger. The doctors haven’t
been able to exactly pinpoint what caused the seizures, however, they have said that
the blow to my head by EX could have caused them to start. They have
said that the assault could have caused the damage that led to my epilepsy. For
years | thought my seizures were all drug related. Now | have discovered that it
could be because of what GXIIEE did to me.

I will have to take medication for the rest of my life for my epilepsy. | have tried
various things over the years because I've had to battle the side effects. The stuff |
am on now is strong stuff. Fortunately, at the time of providing this statement |
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| have no friends from my time in care or the world | was involved with on heroin.
There are people who reach out to me on social media, but | don’t reply. | don't want
to be part of that world because | am happy with what | have now. | want to
surround myself with good clean people. | am a stay at home father and my
daughter is my purpose. She is the best thing that ever happened to me, and | wish
that she had come along years ago.

Treatment and support

| haven’t had any counselling directly connected to my time in care. Since speaking

to the Inquiry, | am in contact with Future Pathways. | have asked for them to help

me to get a wee bit of counselling. | appreciate that can all take a while to sort out.

Reporting of abuse after leaving care

To lawyers in 2007

| was thirty-two when | first started to speak about what happened at Kerelaw. | can’t
have been that long finishing my drug treatment by that time. | spoke to a lawyer

about the incident with SR 2nd the rolling pin but didn't go into the detail of
the other incidents. | didn't do that because, at that time, | didn’t consider those
incidents as abuse. | knew the incident with I Wasn't right but all the

other stuff | experienced wasn't on my radar as abuse. | viewed it as the norm for
places like Kerelaw. Following providing the lawyer with a statement, | spoke to a
psychologist. | think the psychologist spoke to me in my lawyer’s office. Ultimately,
the psychologist couldn’t link what | had reported at that time to the abuse | had
suffered. | think because of that nothing further happened.
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To the press

After speaking to the lawyer, and discovering that nothing happened, | decided that |
still wanted to do something. | felt, at that time, that | was in a ‘last chance saloon’. |
then spoke to a journalist by the name of Graham McKendry who wrote for the News
of the World. That would have been in 2007. They took a photo of me for the article
standing outside of Kerelaw. Even after the article was published nothing further
came of it. | wasn’t contacted by the police at all.

To the police in 2022 and ongoing prosecution of abusers

I just put it all to bed after attempting to report what happened to a lawyer in 2007.
I'd tried shouting from the rafters all those years ago, but nothing happened. I'd had
a hard life, been in and out of jail and wanted to move on with my life. Just before
Christmas 2022 | was sitting watching ‘Scotland Today’ on STV. During the news
broadcast there suddenly appeared an image of Matt George and John Muldoon. |
was gobsmacked when | saw their faces. At the end of the article the police put out
a call for anybody else who had experienced abuse at Kerelaw encouraging them to
come forward. It knocked me for six when | saw that news article. | started reliving it
all again. | couldn’t sleep for three weeks thinking about what | had seen. | just
couldn’t switch off and stop talking about it.

| didn’t know what to do so | phoned a nephew of mine, who is a sergeant in the
police, for advice. He is based in the East End of Glasgow. When | spoke to my
nephew about my experiences in Kerelaw | told him about everything that happened
rather than solely the incident with the rolling pin and . My nephew told
me that it wasn’t normal, acceptable and was child abuse when he heard about the
other incidents. Up until that point | had never thought about what had happened in
that way.

My nephew informed me at the end of the conversation that he couldn’t become
involved if | wanted to report what happened to the police because he might be

considered as biased. He told me that he would do a bit of phoning about to see if
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he could find out who was investigating Kerelaw. When he phoned me back, he
informed me that the investigation was called Operation Chalk and advised me to
call 101 to report things properly.

Within two days of calling 101 there were two police officers interviewing me in my

house. It took three days to provide my statement. That would have been in late

2022 or early 2023. | provided evidence concerning R Matt George,
Sl the nightwatchman and [iSIll. ! provided names of witnesses surrounding

all the incidents where | could. The police said that they would be interested in
seeing my medical records to corroborate the incident where | put my hand through

the glass. | have since signed a mandate so that they can have access to them.

As part of the interview process the police asked me to write down anything that |
remembered when they were not there. What | ended up doing was drawing a plan
of Kerelaw and all the areas that | was talking about. When | handed that to the
police, on the third day of them interviewing me, they told me what | had drawn was
identical to the layout they had in their office. They told me that | had got every wee
thing right in the drawing and that | must have a photographic memory.

| was told by the police that | wasn’t the only boy who had battered with a
cricket ball and that he was a teacher of habit. They told me that when it came to the
abuse | was reporting, people from 1975 to the day Kerelaw closed were all singing
from the same hymn sheet. | was told that there is a good chance that all the things
| was saying could be corroborated through other persons coming forward. They

said that when there are lots of people saying the same thing it just isn’t coincidence.

At the end of the interview, | said that, as far as | was concerned, the investigation
was a long time coming and that nobody had been interested when | had previously
spoke to a lawyer and the press. | mentioned that | had spoken to the press in 2007
about what | experienced. The police told me that they didn’t know how | had been
missed. They said that they could see that | was screaming out for something to be
done. The police have said that they are happy with the statement | provided and
how it is going to help them with their investigations. Looking back on speaking to
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the police and trying to report things, the police were brilliant. | am not one for
talking to the police, but they responded the right way this time round.

Following providing my statement, | have been told that | am going to be involved in
a big trial concerning . | believe that there is a trial going on in June or July
2023. | am not going to be on that indictment but have been told that | will be when
FeR has his second trial. The police contacted me in late March 2023. They
informed me that they were in the process of organising ID parades. | know that one
of the people who will be involved in that is Matt George, but | don’t know about the
other people | reported. Apparently, they're trying to do things quickly but there are

more and more people coming forward.

| tried to start reporting what was happening at Kerelaw to a lawyer and the press in
2007 but nothing ever happened. It's only now, nearly thirty years after | was at
Kerelaw, that people have started to listen. Matt George has received a sixteen year
sentence and John Muldoon received thirteen years for offences where | wasn't the
victim. I've been told by the police that there are that many people who have come
forward since those convictions that Matt George will probably die in prison. | have

been told by the police that there is an unbelievable amount of people who have
made complaints against [N

I'm not bothered by going to an ID parade or when the trial will start. | am nervous
about going to court because | have never been a witness. However, I'll do
whatever is needed wherever | need to be. | know that | won't be alone when that
time comes and that there will be lots of other people in the same position as me. |
don’t know whether Matt George will admit what happened. If he has half a brain, he
will admit it because there are that many people who have come forward. If he takes
it to trial, he’s going to be found guilty. | have a feeling that I mioht admit
what he did to me. There are too many witnesses around the incident where he hit

me with either a rolling pin or a table leg at Kerelaw.
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Instruction of new lawyers in 2022

| spoke to a lawyer at Livingstone Brown after starting to report things again. My
lawyer has advised me that | should raise a civil claim against the council. | had to
step in and say that | didn’t want to do that. It's not about getting the maximum
amount of money or getting money for me. That's why | just want to do redress.
Any money | do get will be going into a trust fund for my daughter. | have now made
an application for redress. As part of that | needed to fill in forms. | am in the
process of doing that but, because of my reading and writing, | have had to involve
my sister to fill in the forms. | have put in the forms what | have said in this
statement when it comes to my care, but it more focuses on my time in Kerelaw.

Records

My lawyer has access to some of my care records through my medical records. He
is in the process of obtaining my full care records. He has said that | need my care
records before | can gain compensation. After some toing and froing, Glasgow city
council have said that they have found my file, allocated it but can't tell me when it
will be sent to me. My lawyer has said that they are doing that with everybody now.
It is what it is.

| have provided a mandate to the police so they can recover my medical records as
part of their investigations. They were particularly interested in seeing whether my
trip to the hospital with my wrist injury could be used to date the assault by

| am not sure, but | think the police do now have my records from Crosshouse

Hospital.

Lessons to be Learned

| shouldn’t have experienced what | did. | was taken off my family for dogging
school. That decision was what laid out the path | followed. | appreciate that social
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