Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes

My name is [N Vv date of birth is| I 1©76. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry. My name when | was born was iGN

Life before going into care

| was born in Stockport, Greater Manchester and along with my family moved to Elgin

in 1978. My father's name is [ ] ]} He was in the | and was
i

We then moved to Aberdeen and my father became a senior staff officer within
_base at_, Aberdeen. My mother's name
is | A'though she was as intelligent as her twin brother, she didn’t get to
go to university. Her parents could only afford to'send one to university and that had

to be the man. My mother had to get married.

| have an older sister called - She is four years older than me. | did have a
relationship with my sister as a child but she was incredibly bullying towards me. |
understood years later that she was envious of me when | was born. | had no idea.
To this day, my sister will tell you that the first four years of her childhood, before | was
born, were her best years. She wasn't supportive of me at all.

We lived in the Bridge of Don, which is an area north of the river Don in Aberdeen.

Because we were Catholic, | was sent to St Peter's Roman Catholic School. That was
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in 1981 and at the old Nelson Street School. In 1983, the school moved to Kings
Street, Aberdeen. | stayed at St Peters Roman Catholic School until | was eleven.

The school was fairly strict. There were two sisters teaching there, a Miss Lamont and
a Sister Lamont who was a member of The Society of the Sacred Heart. They still
exercised corporal punishment. They hit children although | don’t think Miss Lamont
ever hit me. Sister Lamont did, although at that time, hitting children was being phased
out and none of the other teachers did that.

My problems started at St Peters when | was aged ten. | was very dysphoric at that
time and | felt naturally a girl. | was a boy called [Z3iJli] at that time. In the eighties,
being different was incredibly difficult and because of Aids, homophaobia was rife. |
didn’t know how | felt at the time because my natural instinct was to be like a girl and
that created problems in my primary school. Teachers used to call me “sissy” and
things like that.

In - 1986, | turned ten. For the following two years | had a teacher called Mrs
B ke my father, her husband was in ||| NG He wes
subordinate to my father. He had also been my father's subordinate in Elgin and my
mother knew him and his wife. Both my parents were aware of the situation at school
and that she was my teacher.

| believe that nowadays this would raise a red flag. There was a huge conflict of
interests. The fact her husband was my father's subordinate in the || ] . you
would at least think there was a potential for a conflict of interests. There was a power
relationship between my father and my teacher’s husband and there was a power

relationship between my teacher and me.

But it was a very different relationship because my father's relationship was a
professional relationship whereas this was my teacher and it was a very disparate
relationship because | was ten. | don't like to think | am exaggerating when | say this
woman made my life hell.
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This placement was arranged through the education department. | don’t know who
made the decision as | wasn't privy to those decisions and the decision making

process.
Nanhurst Residential School, Surrey
In 11991, my mother took me to Nanhurst. This was around eight miles South of

Guildford and was very rural. | remember we flew from Aberdeen to Gatwick and my

grandfather picked us up there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Nanhurst Residential School

In the three months prior to me starting at Oakbank, from _1 992,

| was at home. | was fifteen and they didn’t know what to do with me. Eventually they
agreed that Nanhurst was not a suitable placement for me.

At the time things were very difficult. In the November my father found out that my
mother wanted to officially separate. | had a very fractious relationship with my father
and we fought often. | stole a large amount of money from him. It seems sad now but
| was actually buying friendships. | felt very isolated and | was being manipulated by

older boys to steal large amounts of money to buy drugs, cigarettes and alcohol.

| took the hit for it. | couldn’t explain that | was being bullied, manipulated and groomed
by older young men to steal large amounts of money to go and buy these things. | got
the blame for it basically. Being involved in this level of criminality was essentially why

| ended up in Oakbank. They didn’t know what else to do.

Looking at the chronology of it, you can see that my descent into criminality was always
going to happen. | was very vulnerable but resourceful and | did what | had to do to

survive.
It is all because | did nothing when | was ten at primary school. | know now there is a

chronology to it. Because | was being abused for two years by ||| it had 2
knock on effect for the rest of my childhood. She was quite unbridled and unchecked
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| don’'t know but because he was high up in the _, he thought it would impact
him professionally. He was embarrassed about it. | don’t think he thought he had
failed but he does now. It's very different to think of my father back then to the man
he is now. His views are the polar opposite. He actively encouraged me to give a
statement today about the abuse | experienced at Oakbank.

| do remember thinking, you were there at the time, | was telling you this at the time,
this is not a surprise to you. | think my father was the sort of man who would put his

head in the sand and pretend it wasn’t going on.
First day at Oakbank Residential School

| refused to go initially but remember going there the day after the panel. My social
worker took me there in her car. It wasn’t far from where my dad lived in Aberdeen, |

would say about one mile.

I was met by XSG S | had never been there before.

It was an old Victorian style building off Mid Stocket Road in an affluent area of
Aberdeen. It wasn't fenced off but was a very imposing building. There were two
wings to it and a central door. There was a roundabout in front of it. It was so far up
the hill you could actually see over Aberdeen and beyond, all the way to the North

Sea.

When you entered the main door there was a staircase directly in front of you. There
were very high ceilings. On the left were two residential units which consisted of a
kitchen/dining area and a recreation area. The two units led into a hall where we had

assembly every morning with NG vho at the time was EINEEEG '
understand he is now an |

| was initially placed into one of the external units called Oakhill. That was a building
off the main building although still within the grounds of Oakbank. That was where
they placed all the girls at the time. They were very concerned about me being at
Oakbank. They didn’t understand why | was there because | was very different to the
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other young people there. | had very different issues and | had come from a very
different background.

One of the other units was called Rosemount which was in the main building. This
was the unit | was placed in after | initially ran away. It was more secure than Oakhill.
The doors to the main building were locked. There were a lot of kids from Dundee in
this unit. The other unit was called Ashgrove and there were a lot of kids from Alloa

in there.
Rosemount Unit was headed by [SSIJJl} who was a former police officer. The
deputy head of Rosemount was was somewhere higher

ranked. | didn’t really understand the hierarchy of it.

Oakbank was mixed however there were many more boys than girls. | would say in
total there were around forty or fifty children there and mainly from eleven to fifteen
years old. The youngest child was eleven. There was someone there | knew from
Bridge of Don. | was probably one of the oldest.

We slept in dormitories with two or three to a room but they weren't private. They were
divided by internal walls but these walls didn’t extend all the way up to the ceiling.
They were building new sleeping quarters when | was there. They looked more
adequate.

We never went up to our rooms anyway. We had to be in the social areas until
bedtime. There was no escape from anyone really. The bedrooms were all upstairs.
The classrooms were also upstairs but on a different wing. Rosemount and Ashgrove
were to the left as you entered the building. The classrooms were above. To the right

of the building were offices with sleeping quarters above.
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their sport to go and shout at the prostitutes along the harbour. It was like a night out.
One of the staff members doing this was EEIEEGzGz<zG:

They used to take us out in their minibus. They would generally just drive around.
They took us to a Little Chef which was in between Newton Hill and Stonehaven. They
didn’t take us out for leisure things. There was a beach leisure centre in Aberdeen but
they didn’t want to take us anywhere there was a risk that something would happen.
Something they could not control and would highlight Oakbank pupils again. They
basically segregated these young people from society. There wasn'’t a lot of public

interaction.
Schooling

Every morning we would all have assembly together, the whole school.
B ould take that. School classes would start after assembly about 9.15
am. We would stop for lunch then go back in the afternoon. The school times were

roughly normal schooling hours.

The schooling was basic. They weren't there for schooling, they were there for
behaviour management. It was very disruptive. You couldn’t learn there for love nor
money given the behaviour problems the children had.

The teachers did their best. It was structured with different subjects. No one sat any
exams. It was just there as a finishing school for prison. It was almost to prepare you
for a life of imprisonment. You had no hope when you went in there and certainly no
hope when you came out. There was no support. Part of social services failings is

that they didn’t support you when you were sixteen.
As a young vulnerable person in Oakbank there wasn’t much you could do about your

situation. | thought it was a statutory requirement that they had to provide me with an
education until | was sixteen.
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Healthcare / medication

There weren’t any medical facilities at Oakbank. There was a woman who was there.
She was very nice and we used to call her jgid She did a lot of the medical
side of things although | don't think she was medically qualified. If ever there was a
requirement you would be referred to your GP or to the hospital. We didn’t have a
school nurse. When | was assaulted and hurt my arm, | was referred to the hospital.
| was never at the dentist.

Birthdays and Christmas

| wasn'’t there at Christmas and | left two days after my sixteenth birthday. They didn’t
celebrate it. |1 don’t remember them celebrating anyone’s birthday whilst | was there.

Personal possessions

| had a locker in the shower area. | had a lot of things but | didn’t take anything of
value in because it would just have been stolen.

Bed Wetting

There was a problem with bed wetting at Oakbank. We were all aware of people who
bed wet. The staff did nothing about it. In fact, the kids openly mocked someone who
was bed wetting. Staff did as well. They used to say awful things to that child. Like
“Get you fucking shitey arse out that bed.” | think because things were normalised in
Oakbank, | didn’t think there was anything wrong with this until actually out of there.
A lot of things | thought were just normal because it was routine or that was just what
happened, it didn’t occur to me until | was out of there that it was all so wrong.

We all knew who the bed wetters were because they were roundly ridiculed as part of

the school's culture of targeting people and putting people down. This was the nature
of the staff they had at the time.
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Running away

My first instinct on arriving at Oakbank was to run away like | had done before. | ran
away back to my fathers that first night. | remember taking a sleeping bag. There was
some waste ground at the back of the ||| ] llli» Aberdeen behind where we
lived at the time. | can remember sleeping in the waste ground. That was-
1992 in Aberdeen, it was very cold.

| thought that had worked for me before and therefore would work again. That was
my resistance tactic. It didn’t work this time. | returned to my dad’s flat and can
remember refusing to leave the next morning. My dad gave the house keys to
Oakbank.

People arrived from Oakbank. It was [Eliflacain. He entered the flat and struck

me across the head, once. He was with k&

who was another staff member.

| was frog marched out the flat and into a car and taken back to Oakbank.

On Tuesday 21 April 1992, | ran away. | didn't go back to Oakbank in the morning. |
had been down south visiting my grandmother and was really unsettled. | wanted to
get on the night train to London to get back to Wiltshire. | remember hanging round
where we lived in the centre of town. | was seen by one of the school's minibuses
going round. For some reason they thought it appropriate to take a minibus full of kids

to my dad’s address.

| was caught and taken back that night. That next morning, | remember EEG
quite smugly saying to (X3 ho was my key worker, that | was to be in for
three weeks. No one asked me why | had run away and didn’t want to be there. It
was because of I that | didn’'t want to go back.

| thought | was going to be stuck with who was just terrorising me all the
time. | ran away again on the Thursday. That would have been the 23 April 1992. |
remember informing the police officers who came to my dad’s flat that | couldn’t go
back to Oakbank because | was being abused.

22






128.

129.

130.

131.

thinking that just happened at Oakbank, that's fine? | can’t reconcile myself with that.
| was there with my arm in a sling and my father was there as well. | have had this
discussion with my father. He just sat there and accepted everything they said. He
didn't actually question it or challenge it. He just sat there and said nothing. The
authorities were aware of what was going on.

| had a very good ally in Oakbank, _ She was an English teacher. |
think because | was probably more inclined towards education than the others at

Oakbank she thought | was easy to teach. | wanted to progress and she did see

potential in me and actually helped my career moving forward.

She turned up for my second review hearing in the May. Her first observations of my
father was that he was incredibly weak. She said that her actually turning up to that
hearing and sticking up for me had an impact on her professionally. Because she had
gone against the school line which was that a lot of the things that had happened to
me were brought on by myself. She stood up for me and said these things should not
have happened to me. This affected her in ways you would have to speak to her
about. She struggled and left Oakbank soon after | did. She then struggled to get a
job. Her husband still worked there. He was part of the Rosemount Unit but was very

passive.

By May, June time | had a lot more freedom. That was after my second review hearing.
My social worker wasn't in attendance. There was another social worker there, a team
manager. She asked what the point was of me being there. It seemed such a
profound question that people really hadn’t considered. This was the review
ESHl v/ 2s at. He was incredibly negative about me. He said | deserved punishment,

that | needed to be controlled because my behaviour was so bad.

That was why | brought Mrs_there to almost disabuse it. To actually
contradict him. Which she did. The manager was saying that if there was no point to
me being at Oakbank why don’t we go directly to panel and have me discharged. But
the chair thought it would be a good idea for me to carry on at Oakbank until my
sixteenth birthday.
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There never seemed to be a purpose for me being in Oakbank. No one could actually
articulate to me why | was there. To this day if you were to ask someone why | was in
Oakbank they wouldn’t know.

It was to do with the criminality more than anything. But it didn’t address the criminality

and actually would make any potential criminality worse, going into a place like that.

| was targeted in Oakbank. [EEI took a particular dislike to me and actually
attacked me. He made himself omnipresent at my reviews and ended up being at my
panel in the August. | remember thinking why was he making it his business to be

there. He wasn’'t my key worker.

| don’t remember any inspections at Oakbank. The only external people | would see

were at review hearings.
Discipline
If you ran away, you had to stay in. You were basically imprisoned then.

We didn’'t have any chores. We didn’t even make our own beds. That was done by

cleaners who used to come in.

There was no discipline system and it didn’t seem to be applied constantly. The only
discipline was that you lost points for your pocket money. You came down levels and

that happened if you absconded as well.

They seemed to be very reactive. There didn't seem to be any policy of restraint or
reporting incidents. There was no consistent reporting of incidents. Certainly social
services weren't informed | had my arm in a sling. It took them by surprise

We were given pocket money but | never really knew where it came from. It must
have been paid for by the authorities. We got five pounds basic per week. You were
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given an extra five pounds depending on what level you were. Your level was
determined by your behaviour. Generally, | was on level six, which was the highest
because I'd got one hundred percent, certainly through education. | was given an

extra five pounds per week. In those days it was quite a lot of money.

Staff memberhad a conviction for paedophilia. He had been caught
bringing pornographic material, magazines and photographs into the country. He was
with children at the time. | don’'t know how long this was before he was employed at

Oakbank but he was prosecuted and then managed to get a job in Oakbank.

There were a few staff members who had convictions for violence. Ironically these
were people who didn’t actually abuse me. But they had the background which meant

they should never have been there in the first place.

The way | rationalise it to myself, Oakbank were doing what they just did. They were
abusive people. Paedophiles and other people who abused children. They were
opportunists who would go to a place where there was a plethora of vulnerable young
people and would prey on them. That is exactly what Oakbank was during the period
| was there and probably for very many years before. It was a place where young
people were preyed upon, victimised, abused by people who were abusive. Because

they were unregulated they could do it and get away with it.

| would say to my parents they had responsibility of me, Oakbank were doing what
they could do to get away with it but as my parents they ultimately had responsibility
for me and had allowed that to happen.

There was a problem with lack of oversight at Oakbank, even from the authorities. |
can’t actually fathom now, how on earth this all happened and how the authorities just
let it happen at Oakbank. Inevitably when Oakbank closed, authorities were just not
sending children there because of what the children were saying about Oakbank. |
think Dundee City Council or possibly Tayside Regional Council stopped sending

children soon after | was there. They were a big client for Oakbank. Then other areas
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of Scotland stopped sending children there. Now there are very different ways of

dealing with children with behavioural problems, fortunately.

It wasn’t because of the abuse that Oakbank eventually closed, it was a lack of
resources and a huge pension scandal at the end which engulfed Oakbank.
Effectively the trust was bankrupt.

It astounds me that nothing was done about the abusers at the time. The evidence
was all there. ||l who 1 was in Oakbank with is now dead. It was an open

secret that, a staff member, had his boys. There was a small house
attached to Oakhill and he lived there. Him and [l vere there supervising
four boys.

148. _ now, | know two of these boys ended up in prison. I'm

149.

150.

not in contact with anyone from Oakbank now so | wouldn't know what has happened
to most of them or what they are saying about Oakbank. | feel that | did get off lightly
compared to others who were there for a lot longer and were sustaining this. This is

because they had normalised this sort of behaviour.

Abuse at Oakbank Residential School

| ran away from Oakbank that first night. In the morning | was in my dad’s flat when
people arrived from Oakbank. That was Sl He entered the flat and struck

me across the head with the palm of his hand. He was with

yanked my arm up my back and frog marched me to a car. He sat in the back with me
and X \v2s in the front. Ejtold me | was being transferred to one of the
other units at Oakbank because | had run away.

Some staff members used to take children home with them and people never batted

an eyelid. ran something like a sub-unit of Oakhill. There were four boys
in there. That wasn't regulated. [SREEG sayed there a couple of times too.
EJS who had a conviction for paedophilia.
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Those men had unbridled access to those boys. One of the boys was called | I

. one was called I There was another |l and he was from Perth.

| can’t remember his full name.

LIU used to take || home with him quite often. There was no
apparent reason why he would take him home with him. was in

Rosemount as was ||l This could happen any days of the week. I
I ust have been about fourteen or fifteen at the time.

LIV was a particularly nasty bully to young people. He used to target certain
ones. | was very much one of them. He seemed to be preoccupied with making me

suffer and | never got to the bottom of why this was. He would glorify in me suffering.

My maternal grandfather died when | was in Oakbank. That was ||| ] ] 1992
and his funeral was on the |||l 1992. This was incredibly traumatic because

| was so close to my grandfather.

On 11" March 1992, | was assaulted by another pupil called ||| | | ' was
hospitalised. || I vas very close to one of the senior staff members called
Lk who was another bully. [ did not want me to press charges but | did
because | didn’t want anything like this happening again to me. [ESJJ] didn’t and he
tried to blackmail me not to press charges. He actually threatened me that if | pressed
charges | wouldn’t know what had hit me. | don’t know if he meant me pressing
charges would instigate some kind of oversight of Oakbank and that another agency
becoming involved in Oakbank petrified them. | think his threats were motivated by
that.

He threatened me by saying | had seen nothing yet. Those were his words. | had my

arm in a sling and he basically threatened me that that was nothing compared with

what would happen if | pressed charges.

28



157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

| had an injury to my right arm. It was a sprain. |||} } Bl kicked me in the back
and | fell into a door. There was a sprain in my arm and they saw fit to put it into a
sling. That didn’t bother me either way but it was very sore.

LIU wanted me to press charges against ||| | Bl o t | didn't. For some
reason he started targeting, victimising me. He used to call me a liar, a manipulator.
Whenever | said anything he would be really negative towards me and dismissive.

There was physical abuse going on in the office at Oakbank. Close to where the dining
room was, there was a little office. Each unit had an office. They would quite often

shut the door to that office and beat people up.

A couple of times it happened to | Ell. 't havpened to Sl once.

They came out of there with marks on their faces. They came out more wound up
than when they went in. That's how they used to discipline. Take people in the office
and shut the door. It was like a stable door, you could open up the top half but they
used to shut it.

LU was certainly involved in one of those occasions with ||| | | I That
was in April 1992.

B =< another one. | think he hit SEIEG

There was a boy from Dundee, || ] ]l He was assaulted in there.

You couldn’t actually see it but you could hear it. They came out with marks on their

faces, very distressed and didn’'t want to talk about it.

B ' 2s another staff member who was involved. There was an incident with
him. This was on 29 April 1992. | was basically feigning illness because | didn’t want
to be amongst people, staff, pupils, no one. When you were ill you were able to stay
upstairs on your own. On this day, it was a Wednesday, came up and he
pulled me out of bed. He hit me across the face with his right hand, like a slap. He
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said that | wasn't unwell and told me to get up. He was Northern Irish. | went onto the
floor and he then kicked me. | didn’t report it at the time. | did nothing because, what
was the point? At that stage | felt everyone was in it together and that it wouldn’t go

anywhere and would cause more trouble.

| never saw [l assault a child. | got on fairly well with him, he was actually

very affable. But he knew what was going on, he knew and did nothing about it.

FYZ was another staff member. He was the one married to Mrs || R !
never saw him assault anyone, he was never involved in any of that. | actually saw

him being assaulted by a pupil.

When kids were taken into the office it was like a commotion going on. You could hear

someone being upset, crying out, screaming. It was awful.

| remember 6" May 1992 very well. | was going to Sister Josie’s annual memorial
Mass at the Cathedral. [RIJ 2ssaulted me that day. | was in the office. | don't
know if | had had an argument the night before with [ 'n any event it was
nothing to do with [EXIlllll However, he decided to carry it on. He unilaterally
said | wasn't going to the memorial because of what had happened the previous
evening. | said nothing had happened and that it had only been a disagreement. |
then walked away from him in the office. He came up behind me, shut the door, threw
me against the door and said, “Don’t you fucking look at me like that again.” He pulled
my hair and banged my head against the door. He then opened the door and shoved
me out of the room.

Later that day | actually apologised to him. That was the thing about Oakbank, you
thought you had done something wrong when you hadn’t. Oakbank actually
perpetuated that notion the children had felt all their lives, that they were no good.
They did this deliberately. It was a deliberate ploy by the staff at Oakbank to make
these kids feel they were no good and responsible for the abuse that was perpetrated
towards them. | don't know if it was a form of control or whatever.
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| apologised to and he replied saying, “You will be fucking sorry.” He
actually took me to the Mass. You got to a point in that place were these things
happened and you just didn't question them. Because they happened on a regular
basis. It got to a point where you just had to accept it. There was an element of
reinforcing that from the authorities.

There was another incident. | was in a classroom with Christina Abela, who was a
teacher | got on very well with. She was teaching me some music. | think | used to
play the French Horn. She had brought one in and one lunchtime | went up to see

her. | had told someone | was going up to her classroom.

There was a full scale panic about me not being where they thought | should have
been. burst into the classroom and grabbed me by the scruff of the neck.
He struck me across the face with the palm of his hand. That seemed to be the way
they hit people. He shouted at the teacher saying that | was a “manipulative little
bastard.”

The teacher asked him what the problem was, she didn’t understand. She said that |
was fine there and to leave me there. She didn't say anything about him striking me.
It was like that was normalised. So the teachers knew as well and nobody did anything
about it. She was actually very reasonable with him because he had lost his temper.

Reporting of abuse at Oakbank Residential School

175. bullied me because | didn't press charges against | N 2nd |

176.

didn’t understand why. | told him | wasn't pressing charges against [JJjij because |
had been threatened and that | had been told it was being dealt with internally. He
said he would believe it when he saw it.

After running away on 23 April 1992, the police came to my father's flat looking for me.
| remember saying to the police officers who came to my dad’s flat that | couldn’t go
back to Oakbank because | was being abused. The police woman was very nice and
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sympathetic but said she had to take me back. | told her of the abuse | was enduring

and other people were enduring at Oakbank.

| was assaulted by staff member M on 29 April 1992. | didn't report it to other
staff at the time but I'm sure | told my social worker about it. She did nothing. She
didn’t even address it with Oakbank. In my view that is shameful.

Leaving Oakbank Residential School

| left Oakbank on the |JJJJJll 1992. two days after my sixteenth birthday. The
panel informed me of the decision on the day. My care order was discharged. That

was the end of any social work involvement whatsoever. | went back to my dad.

Life after being in care

My father got into a relationship with someone in 1992. My mother had gone off with

another woman. At that time, it was very emasculating for men to experience that.

That was another thing | had to deal with. | suppose my sister and | had

subconsciously known my mother was gay. It was a complete surprise to my father.

| got my GCSE’s when | was eighteen at South Trafford College. | had moved down
to Manchester to be closer to my mum. That didn't work out because my mum just
didn't want to know. She was with her new partner. My mum said to me her partner
didn't like males. So | couldn’t know where she lived. | couldn’t know anything about
her life because her partner had issues with males, That was the excuse she gave to
me.

| rented rooms, bedsits in Manchester. | was on benefits at the time.
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perpetrated this abuse. | realise that thirty years on, a lot of these individuals may be
dead.

| want an acknowledgement that this abuse took place. It should never have taken
place. Those young people should never have been in that environment in the first
place. They were vulnerable young people that were failed by the authorities. And
that these young people were not responsibly for the abuse inflicted upon them.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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