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A.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yeah.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yeah.

Again, I'm not going to go through, but we have that
statement and we know the background to you going to
Oakbank.

Yeah.

If I could move forward in your statement to the time
that you went to Oakbank and it starts at paragraph 111,
on page 18 of your signed statement. Just before we go
on, I think the records that we've seen indicate you
were admitted formally to Oakbank around about

Yeah.

You were officially discharged on - 1994, but

I think, as you tell us in your statement, towards the
latter part of the period that you were officially
there, you weren't really there very often. I think

were you down in London spending time with your parents

statement and with one exception, Secondary Institutions - to be published
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playing up with teachers, assaulting teachers and staff
and so forth and you say that kind of behaviour seemed
to be either acceptable or tolerated?

Yeah, it was an everyday occurrence.

Presumably that meant that it was difficult if someone
was conscientious to get any proper education?

Yeah.

And the teachers just put up with this state of affairs?
Yeah. Obviously they would call for other staff to come
in and help, because like I say, there was a mix of
people. There was quite a few ruffians, so the
teachers, to protect theirself would --

So if a young person, male or female, was being
disruptive in class, what the teacher would do was call
on the care staff to come along and deal with that
situation?

Yeah, or depending on the situation, aye, there was

L

Yeah. He would come up, erm, and, avye, ki

Again, was he a more senior person in the -- was he on

the education side?

What about Mr , what was he?
He was -- I think he was like sort of
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S -1 if T remember right, B was also a PE

teacher.

I think we have some evidence that suggests that that
was his background, a PE teacher.

Yeah.

Did he take PE classes or just was he in a more senior
position?

No, I think he was more like senior. It was Bob Rettie

at the time that was the PE teacher when I was there,

but , I says to you yesterday that I was

sort of bum up Oakbank back then doing gymnastics and

LiL actually and Mr K& actually come
into the hall to see me --

Performing your gymnastics?

Doing my stuff, yeah.

In front of the cameras?

Well, I was -- well, I was on the springboard and the
box and I was doing roundoffs, coming off it.

Going back to disruptive pupils in class, if they called

in either someone from the care side or | or

LG , I think is his name, how would they
deal with the situation?

They would restrain and remove.

Restrain and remove?

20
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Yeah, it was a mix of both.

Could that include people like Mrand

Mr LIL

I never ever seen them two restrain, they aye(?), but

definitely like, I can't remember the maths teacher's

name, he actually -- they used to call him ",

but I can't remember his name.

But he got involved?

He would get involved, yeah. And Mr He was
quite a big man as well.

Was he a teacher?

He was a teacher, erm, and, aye, he would help.

Would the unit staff, care staff, if they were called
in, would they do things like that as well?

Yeah, yeah.

From whichever unit the child or young person came from?
Yeah, they would just get the shout that there's trouble
kicked off and they would just come fae whatever unit.

As far as Mr e and MJ:, it sounds like
they were more on the senior management side of things

by the time you were there?

Yeah.

If they came along then, even if you don't recall seeing
them being involved in restraints, they would be seeing

what was happening?
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== I would have thought?

No, definitely not.

I didn't ask you this earlier, Oakhill was where you
were for most of your stay. I think you had a short
time when you moved to Rosemount, but I'll come to that,

but when you were in 0Oakhill, who was the unit leader?

LIM I

Who was the deputy unit manager or leader, do you

remember?

No, I just rememberon Oakhill.

Where was Mk

working?

He was just roundabout wherever we were basically.
Was he attached to 0Oakhill or did he work --
Oakhill.

He was in Oakhill?

Yeah.

Okay, but people likewas on the
education side, he would be dealing with the whole
school?

He was in the main building.

LiL would be again concerned with the whole

school and in a sort of —type of role of some

description?
Yeah.

You have a section now, and I'll come to this now and we

35
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Q. What about the four girls, did anything happen to them?

A. Not as far as I'm aware.

Q. Did they stay in Oakhill?

A. Yes.

Q. Did it appear that any kind of punishment, discipline
or --

A. Not that I'm aware.

Q. -- sanction was --

A. No.

LADY SMITH: What was it they did with the irons?

A. They took the irons and smacked her off the head and
face with 'em and punching her, kicking her, ripped her
hair out. She was in a mess.

MR PEOPLES: Did you see all this?

A. I didn't see it, because of where their room was, but we
heard the commotion. There was two members of staff
that night and that was _, FZR s mum,
and Frank, I cannae mind Frank's second name, but he was
quite an old man --

Q. How did you get the detail of what happened, like the
irons, was that something that was spoken about at the
time?

A. Yes, it was spoken about.

Q. But you did hear the commotion?

A. Yeah, and then obviously when they were taking her
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ouf -

You saw her?

-- past my room.

Did you see her getting stretchered out?

Yeah.

Obviously if you were in QOakhill after that, you would
be able to say she didn't come back?

Yeah, she didnae come back.

Okay, now, moving on to paragraph 134, page 21, you tell
us that a lot of the abuse that went on in Oakbank was
verbal and I think you give one example that one staff
member said to you on one occasion, 'No wonder your mum
and dad don't want you', although you do say he came
back to apologise later on, so you didn't take the
matter any further.

That's right, yeah.

Is that an example of the sort of things that you mean
when you say there was a lot of verbal abuse?

Yeah.

Do you have other examples that you could help us with
or at all?

Well, I basically -- like FaR

tucking me into the
room on my own and saying that he was going to let the

girls into my room to attack me.

That was a threat situation?

39



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Yeah.
I'1ll come to that, but put that to one side for the
moment. In terms of say daily life in either the unit,
or in the class, or going about the school, were staff
making remarks to young people that you would describe
as verbal abuse?
Yeah, it --
Derogatory remarks?
-- was a lot of, like, swearing =--
Swearing --
A lot of swearing at you.
Shouting?
Shouting. And just, how would you put it, the way we
would have put it was like sort of talking the rot out
of you, just like putting you down, type thing.

The only reason I remember that remark fae
FYz was 'cos I was like really taken aback, but
there was always just like snide comments and -- I --
I'm trying to remember them, it's just like, yeah,
I remember that one particularly, because it was right
in ma face when --
Did you ever get remarks that tended to praise you and
boost your self-esteem or were they in short supply?
Very short supply.

I'm not suggesting that they never said anything that

40



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

was a compliment or something that you might have taken
as some idea that you were doing well or whatever, but
generally speaking are you saying there was an awful lot
of this type of remark being made?

Yeah, erm, I think the only like good remarks I got was
fae fa Bob Rettie, erm, and that was because
of what I done in the gym.

They both had a background in physical education --
Mm—-hmm.

-- and you were obviously a talented gymnast, talented
enough to be shown on the _ so do
you think that helped you in terms of how they saw you
in comparison to how they may have seen some of the
other girls, who perhaps didn't have these skills? Or
is that --

No, nae really. The only thing that achieved for me was
because I didnae want teo go up into the main school and
just basically sit there and twiddle my thumbs, I was
allowed to go to the gym a lot more, because obviously
that was what I liked deing, erm, but that would be
really about it.

What you do say at 135 is that staff had their
favourites?

Oh, yeah.

That was something that was obvious to you at the time?
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It wasn't something you would have been talking about?
No.

Your response on that occasion was, you were obviously
very angry and you say you threw the soup at him, but
missed him?

Yeah.

You then got into some sort of fight with him?

Yeah.

And that you had to be held down by some of the other
young people who were on the bus?

Yeah.

You tell us that during that struggle, your arm went
through one of the windows of the bus?

Yeah, the minibus window, yeah.

From there, it would appear that at some point

FZR , did he come on the scene at that point or
was he in the bus?

FZR was in the bus, 'cos he was the driver.

I see. Something then happened. You say, to calm you
down, he took you to what's called the 'family room', is
it?

Yeah.

So what happened when he took you there?

When he got me into the family room, he basically says

that I was to gi' up my carry on or, erm, he was going
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to get the girls to come in and attack me in my room.
I think you put it in your statement, he was going to
get a group of girls from the unit to come to your room
and give you a hiding?
Yeah.
Was this before or after the episode with the girl who
was Jjumped on by the four other girls, can you recall
whether it was before or after?
This was --
If you can't remember, just say so.
Before.
Before?
Yeah, I'm sure it was before.
At least what you can say is from what happened
afterwards, that certainly there were occasions when
groups of girls would set upon another girl for whatever
reason --
Yeah.
-- in the unit? Did you take the threat seriously?
Yeah.
On page 22, just following on about this particular
member of staff, you say there:

'"The person who was particularly abusive to me was
FZR . I don't know if he had a dislike for me

because I was quite lairy.'

45



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I'm going to ask you about another incident
involving this individual, but apart from the two
specific incidents you've told us there, do you say that
generally speaking he was, as you put it, abusive to
you, do you mean verbally abusive?

Yeah, he could be verbally abusive. Nae only to myself
but to other kids that was in Oakbank (Inaudible) and,

I mean,was a big man, so when he sort of shouted
at you, you sorta would jump back 'cos he was a big man.
Erm, so it wasnae just me, but he definitely, after the
minibus incident, he had like sorta pick dislike for me.
That was what you felt at the time?

Yeah.

That he didn't like you after that?

Yeah, yeah.

That maybe things he was saying, you feel amounted to
some sort of abusive remark about you, 1s that the sort
of thing?

Yeah.

Then you tell us about a specific incident, I'll come to
that now. You told us obviously you liked gymnastics
and did a lot of it. You say that when you were younger
you broke your wrist. Was that something that happened
before you got to Oakbank?

Yeah.
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Yeah.

-- but there was a risk of injury?

Yeah, it could do me injuries, yeah.

Now, you tell us about an occasion when FZR , you
say, took your arm by the wrist and put it right up your
back. You think the background was you were being gobby
and indeed swearing, that that might have prompted it?
Yeah.

You are not suggesting you were an angel in that sense?
No, no.

You may have said something that at least provoked it,
if you like?

Yeah.

What he did do, you say, was he took your arm by the
wrist and put your arm up your back?

Yeah.

You say that that was guite painful?

Yeah, I was screaming.

You ended up going to hospital?

That's correct, yeah.

Whose idea was that?

Me.

What was M

's response when you were wanting to
go to hospital?

'Don't be stupid, there's nothing wrong wi' yer.'
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But it looks as if you managed to persuade him that you
should be taken?

I basically, I told him, 'If yous don't tak me, I'll
walk down to the hospital', because Oakbank was probably
a ten-minute walk.

From Aberdeen Royal?

Yeah, A&E, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Sorry, 'Kelly', you said you told him that if

A.

you?
If they wouldnae take me to the hospital, I would walk

meself.

LADY SMITH: You would walk yourself?

A.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: You ended up going to hospital and you say you

came out with a plaster cast on?
Yeah.
Who took you to hospital, was itor someone else?

No, I've got a feeling that it was, if

I remember right.
FZF . You say that following your return to
Oakbank, you received no apology or anything, although
you were now wearing some sort of cast?

It was a proper stookie.

You think it wasn't long after that as well that you
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moved to Rosemount, you say that in your statement at
1427

Yeah.

It may be that the background to this whole matter,
could it have been something to do with you having
problems with other girls, getting threatened, or is it
possible it was something that might have triggered
something that caused this form of restraint to take
place, do you know?

Because you did move, and it wasn't because of what

did, I think, that you moved, is that right?

No, no, it was nothing to do with the -

Because you were having some problems with the girls in
the unit?

L om YBR o

At that time?

-- two particular girls, erm, and that's going back to
the sort of drug scene. When I went to London, I come
back and I'd just put my suitcase straight into my room,
and I had ibuprofen in my suitcase and I don't know what
the girls thought it was, erm, but at the time they were
high on speed and they had went into my bag and took the
tablets and they said that I had gave them them, so

there was a bit of hoo-ha, but took me to

one side and spoke to me and he asked me if I'd gave

50



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

them them tablets and I says no and he asked me to name
the person that was bringing in the amphetamine, speed,
and I says I cannae do that because I'm risking myself.
But knew who it was, but he wanted
confirmation.

And then the next thing I knew I was moved into
Rosemount for my own safety.

Can I just then, going back to your move and this
hospital visit, can I take you to a document just now,
can we bring up ABN-000003538.

If we just start on page 1. I might as well start
there to deal with the move to Rosemount. If you look
at the second entry down, which is 11 February 1994,
this is some sort of contact sheet that logs certain
events. Among the things that are recorded is that you
have moved to another unit because of problems with
other girls who are threatening you. Do you see that,
just in the second entry down? Do you see that? 11
February 1994, just in front --

Yeah.

Do you see that?

Yeah.

That is in February and that would coincide with what
you have been telling us about?

Yeah.
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No, it's a total different incident.

Do you remember a different incident?

I remember this incident.

That wasn't the same as the one --

No.

So you had to go to hospital --

I don't know why it wasnae on there because I actually
fractured my collarbone.

On that occasion?

On that occasion.

Okay, well, I mean, it certainly reads as though
something was going on and it says after -- whatever was
going on, that you were removed from whatever was going
on and you end up going to hospital. I was Jjust seeing
if there was some connection between what you've told us
with and it does involve a wrist injury and
wearing some sort of bandage on your wrist?

Yeah, no, that was nothing, that was a separate --

Did that involve any member of staff?

Er, no, that was us girls. There was three o' us and we
decided that we were basically going to abscond round
the block and as we were running out, we went -- it's
hard to explain, but we went into like a road at the
back of Oakbank. It was like a garage, bumpy road and

I actually tripped, done a somersault, I'll never forget
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it, done a somersault, and I had come down on my wrist
and my collarbone, I actually had one of them spongy
springy things holding my arm up, so that was absolutely
nothing to do wi' .

I'm glad I asked you about the entry, because you could
see why it might appear that there was some connection,
because of what you've described. That is a different
one. That is fine. You have told us about that entry.

Leaving that one aside, what you have told us there,
are you saying that did happen, theincident?

Yeah, theincident did happen.

Because I'll just say to you at this stage that we have
managed to make contact with Mr and my
understanding is his position is that he's 100 per cent
sure that he didn't ever abuse you in any way and it
wasn't in his nature to do anything that could be
considered abusive.

Now, I think you would say that that's something
that was abusive and it was to put your arm up your back
and cause a wrist injury. So what do you make of that
response? He's obviously saying he didn't do anything
along these lines.

Do you want to make any response?

Yeah, he's lying. He's a liar.

He's not telling the truth?
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He's not telling the truth.

This happened and if he says it didn't, he's not telling

the truth?

He's not telling the truth.
that there would be maybe d
smashed minibus window.

But you're not blaming him
No, no.

-- it's what he did afterwa
Yeah, yeah.

Okay. Just moving on in yo
deal with another matter yo
mentioned befor
actually a nice guy and you
you don't have any complain
I've no complaints.

Or the way he treated you a
Yeah, was, aye,
Do you think all the young

what you thought of him?

And -- well, I would think

ocumentation about this

for smashing the window --

rds that you complain about?

ur statement, if I can just
u tell us about. You

e and at 146 you say he was
got on well with him and so

ts to make about him?

t least?
quite nice, fair.

people thought that or that's

That's what I thought of him. I think there was other

kids that didn't like him,
You didn't have any issues?
you raise, and I'm just goi

you say that one Christmas,
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and he gave you £5 to go down the town drinking. You
say you know that's wrong now, but back then it was like
party time, but looking back you felt that was not

an appropriate thing for him to do?

No, it wasn't appropriate.

He probably knew what you were going to do with the
money?

Yeah.

But that was it. That's why you think it's
inappropriate, he shouldn't have really done that?

No, he shouldn't of, aye, done that, but obviously I was
15, I was like, well, I'm getting out, because at that
time I was still, like, on level 1, I shouldn't of been
getting out because I didn't even get home for Christmas
to my gran's or anything, so he made an allowance and
gave me a fiver and -- yeah.

Okay. Can we move on to some of the bus trips. You
have told us obviously about something that happened on
a particular minibus trip, or the start of it, but you
said you would get taken on trips and you say you recall
that they always -- you were taken to the red light
district of Aberdeen at the harbour area and the two of
the main members of staff that would be taking you in

FZR

the minibus to that location were and another
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a general statement:

'"There was a lot of blinkers on [this is at 150]
with the staff at Oakbank, they ignored a lot of stuff
and that wasn't right.'

In other words, they knew what was going on but they
didn't do anything to stop it?

Yeah.

Even if someone wasn't putting an arm up the back, they
would have known that that was happening, but didn't do
anything to stop it?

Yeah.

That was the way it was?

That was just the way it was.

Just two matters here before I finish on this section.

I've not got much longer with you, but just to deal
with these two matters here.

Since leaving Oakbank, you became friendly with
a girl that was there at the same time as you and she
told you something, you are both adults now, and she
told you that Mr A had been supplying her with drugs
when she was in Oakbank?

That's right, yeah.
Now, just to be clear, you didn't see any evidence of
that when you were at Oakbank, that that particular

member of staff was supplying drugs to this person or
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A.

Yeah.
That's all the questions I have today. I'm sorry I left
you a little upset at the end.

No, it's fine, no, it's fine.

MR PEOPLES: Thank you very much for coming today again and

assisting the Inguiry and I wish you well in the future

with your new responsibilities.

A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: 'Kelly', thank you so much for adding to your
earlier evidence about your time in foster care and can
I add my good wishes to Mr Peoples'. I hope things
continue to go better for you and your engagement with
children of today continues to work.
Thank you.
Safe Jjourney home.
A. Okay, thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Some names from this morning before I stop for

the morning break. Again, names of people whose
identities are protected by my General Restriction Order
and they're not to be identified as referred to in our

evidence outside this room. That was |

FZF

MR PEOPLES: My Lady, I should just say that we can take the
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houseparent was a Ms , and that is a name

that I think is familiar to us, and he tells us about
that from paragraph 7 onwards. I don't think he picks
up anything there that he regards as significant.

At paragraph 49, in dealing with his time at
Cottage 20, he does say in relation to visitors that he
had one visit in 11 years when he was at Quarriers, from
his father and that was about a week before he actually
left, but he does explain that his father was in the
army and was abroad, so that there was a good reason for
that.

He's generally complimentary about life in
Cottage 20 in contrast to his next move, but one thing
he does say at paragraph 52, page 10:

'We did get some kind of official visitors as well.
I remember being told to say to people that everything
was fine and not to be a troublemaker. I was spoken to
once or twice by those people and they asked how I was
getting on. I just told them I was fine and I loved it
at Quarriers. What else was I going to say? We'd been
told and then they would go away and we'd be on our own.
We did all get extra toys that day and then after the
visitors went away, they took all the toys off us.'

I think that is the sort of thing we have heard in

other evidence.
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LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: He goes on, and he does remember one child,

whom he names, speaking up once and he said:

'He got a right doing for that. He ended up with
a fractured arm and had bruises all over his body. Two
grown men took him into a room and I think they were
kicking and punching him.'

He says:

'TI don't know who they were.'

He does say that that actually happened in
cottage 23, when he was staying with Mr and
Mrs , who again, I think, these are a couple

that we did hear about during the case study.

LADY SMITH: I remember that name.

MR PEOPLES: He has a section on abuse in Cottage 20 or at

Cottage 20, starting on page 10. He's generally
favourable to Ms , because he says she used
discipline in her eyes anyways, he says at paragraph 56,
but other people would perhaps say it was abuse:

'T didn't think then and don't think now that she
was really that brutal. She could be loving, but she
was angry a lot as well and did shout at the kids.

I suppose she had good days and bad days like everyone
else.'

He does say at paragraph 57 when he was in
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Cottage 20, he remembers that Ms once hit him on
the back of the head with her walking stick:

'I'd been cheeky and called her "hop along" or
something like that and she just lost it and hit me with
her stick. I remember it was bleeding and I had to go
to hospital and I got stitches, I have still got the
scar on the back of my neck from that.'

Curiously he goes on at paragraph 58 to say
something that ... he said:

'Ms made us stand in the corner of a room for
as much as four hours. That might be seen as abuse but
I used to love it.'

He obviously wanted to have his own company and
seemed qguite happy when that happened to him, but
I think that rather contrasts with perhaps what some
others might have said.

He does say, because he had siblings in Quarriers,
that Ms did smack his sister for wetting the bed,
but she gave a lot of that to the aunties to do as well.
The aunties could be pretty hands on and Ms (&S just
wanted to be loved, and he says:

'"We had a few aunties who would hit us.'

He mentions some names of those involved. Again,

some are certainly, I think, familiar.

LADY SMITH: One in particular is very familiar.
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an approved school, a List D school, a Quarriers-type
cottage, it made children vulnerable of itself without

anything else added to it.

MR PEOPLES: Then he talks about moving from Cottage 20 and

going to a different cottage, cottage 23, which was run
by a Mr and Mrs and describes the housefather
as a military guy:

'... who reminded me of an old sergeant major type.
That's exactly what he was like.'

That is at paragraph 66.

Somewhat harsh regime, because he says that they
weren't allowed warm water, this is paragraph 67, when
washing and he recalls having to go for a morning run
before breakfast.

He doesn't remember anyone wetting the bed, but does
say that they were older by then. But adds:

'But everyone would have been too scared to wet the
béd. !

Then he has a section headed 'Running away',
starting at paragraph 70 and he says he ran away from
Cottage 23 nearly every week and certainly on a regular
basis and that there were a number of children who would
do it together and says:

'Sometimes the whole cottage would run away.'

Then he explains why:
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'Mr was so vicious and was punching and

smacking and kicking us all, so that's why we ran away
so much.'

He tells us what happened when those who ran away
were caught and brought back and at paragraph 72,
towards the foot of page 13, he says, three lines into
that paragraph:

'After we were taken back to Cottage 23, by
Bill Dunbar [he was a more senior figure I think] from
Quarriers, we would get a doing from Mr '

He says:

"By that I mean punishment.'

He says it wasn't always the that would
administer the punishment. Sometimes a more senior
figure, Mr , would hit 'Daniel' and other children
with a belt or paddle and that the [[IEESINdid the
same and would just hit you with whatever was to hand.

He says at paragraph 73 on page 14:

'"The police did ask us why we were running away and
we told them. I don't remember them doing anything
about that. They probably didn't believe us as we were
just kids.

He says that discipline and the regime in Cottage 23
was very strict, at paragraph 74.

Then he has a section headed, 'Abuse'. He says:
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'As I've said, Mrwas really bad. He was

vicious, he was a vicious evil man, and he treated all
the boys so badly. Mrswas just as bad. In
fact she could be worse. When we were taken back to the
Cottage after running away, we would always get a doing.
Mr and Mrs (el would punch, kick and slap us and
then put us to bed without any dinner. That happened
every time we ran away, it was always the same.'
Then going on:

'"There was physical abuse in that cottage every
day."'

He says:

'T got a bucket of water over me one day when I was
lying in my bed.'

As an example of what happened.

He then says at paragraph 77:

'There were so many boys got injured, Mr

was responsible for broken arms, noses and legs.'

He recalls Mrflinging a particular boy
through a window and he says that the boy had told him
to 'fuck off' and that MJ: then hit him and
flung him through the window causing the boy to sustain
a broken leg.

He then says in paragraph 78, page 15:

'I was injured as well. I was punched and kicked by
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him and had cuts and bruises, but he would never ever

touch the boys on their faces. He knew an injury on

your face would be seen at school, I suppeose. If you
needed to get medical treatment, Mrand his

wife would tell you to say to the doctors and nurses
that you'd fallen over. He would say you were to tell
people you'd fallen off the swing or out a tree.
Everyone just did what Mrsaid as we were all
too scared and we knew it might be us next time.'

He then goes on to say there was sexual abuse at
Cottage 23 as well, happening all over in the Cottage
and outside in the woods as well. He says that happened
in Cottage 20 as well.

He says:

'"There were a lot of ex-Quarriers boys and girls
that would come back and work or visit and some were
involved in this sort of abuse.'

He remembers a particular boy who, as he says, was
into all that stuff. He said he left and then came back
when he was around 18 or 19 and did sexual things with
some of the younger guys in there, he said:

'He liked to be with the younger boys, touching them
and that, but I don't know what they were doing.'

He says some time after Mr Dunbar did speak to

Mrand the abuse had stopped. Mr Dunbar asked
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if things were better:

'I told him they were, but that I still didn't want
to stay in [the cottage].'

He says he was told Ms was coming back and he
could go back to Cottage 20, which is what he did.

You can see he's making a clear contrast between the

two Cottages.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: He says:

'Looking back, I do wish I'd done more about what
went on in Cottage 23. I feel guilty that I didn't
speak up more and say something to people.'

Then on the section on reporting of abuse at
paragraph 82, he says he remembers:

'... because boys were running away so often from
Cottage 23, we had a meeting with Dr Davidson, who was
the top man at Quarriers, a Mr Mortimer and Bill Dunbar.
Bill Dunbar told us we had to stop running away, because
if we didn't, we would end up in borstal. I told him at
that meeting that I would stop running away if
Mrstopped beating the shit out of us all the
time.'

He says:

'When we went back to Cottage 23 after that,

Bill Dunbar went into the cottage first and when we went
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in, we didn't get any punishment. Mrtold us

we were all on our last chance and there was to be no
more running away. Things were quite good after that,
with no punching or kicking, so Bill Dunbar must have
said something to Mr .

'I didn't see a police officer at Quarriers until
I ran away, so I wouldn't think anything was ever
reported. I think they kept it all quiet, particularly
the sexual abuse involving [the boy that returned].
I think there was a lot covered up.'

He says he remembers his last day in Quarriers. He
left when he was aged about 13, so he'd been there quite

a long time from aged two, so that would be around 1966.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: He was taken home by his father. There does

seem to be a sadness on his part that in some ways he's
leaving Quarriers to go back home.

He went back home from Quarriers and lived in Dundee
with his father, stepmother and sisters and his
stepmother's children.

He says at paragraph 88:

'I did like my stepmother at first but I went on to
hate the woman.'

Going on at paragraph 89, page 17:

'I stayed with them in Dundee for about a year but
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I didn't want to be there, I wanted to be back at
Quarriers with Ms , I even started running away
from my family home to try and get back to Quarriers,
which sounds crazy when you think about it. It was my
comfort though and I missed Ms .'

So clearly developed a close relationship:

'I just couldn't live at home. I was running away
and sleeping rough and then I got myself in a bit of
trouble, I was breaking into houses, stealing money and
eventually I was caught and put into an approved school.
That was when I was around 13 or 14.'

That would be 1966/1967 or thereabouts.

The strange thing is he says that he doesn't really
know how he got there in terms of the legal position,
because he says he didn't go to any court. It wouldn't
have been a panel at that stage anyway, or see any
judge, he just says he remembers seeing a social worker
and the next thing he was taken to Oakbank School. Most
children, I think, at that time would have been
committed by a court, but I suppose it's possible

that --

LADY SMITH: Because that would be before the Children's

Hearings were up and running, before 1968.

MR PEOPLES: It couldn't have been the Children's Hearings,

but there is the possibility that children in some
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says:
' was a staff member who would stay
overnight to look after the boys. He would wake me up
at night to take me to the toilet because I was a bed
wetter. It was during these times that he raped me in
the toilets. He did this to me on two different times
when I was 13 years old. I don't really want to talk

about it. He was a wee man under six foot tall and of

medium bulky build and of about [he reckons] 50 years of

age and always wore glasses and a hat.'

He says like an old man wore in the TV show 'Only
Fools and Horses'.

He says he doesn't know ifwas abusing
other boys:

'T was a nervous wreck and was so withdrawn that

I wasn't paying attention to anything that was happening

around me.'

He tells us at 57 that he was taken to
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary a lot because of his injuries
from being battered:

'I had my arm put in a cast there after some boys
jumped on it and smashed it.'

That is the episode he told us about earlier:

'I remember telling the doctor I had broken my arm

because I fell and somebody had broken it while taking
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and went home.

I was petrified of everything and had

become really violent because I felt like everyone was

a threat to me and I had to protect myself from getting

battered or raped.'’

He says he started at the local high school:

'A teacher there tried to give me the belt, so

I stabbed him in the hand with a penknife. That was how

bad I was. I did it out of fear because I was

petrified.

I was then put into a children's home called

I think that is Rimbleton House in Glenrothes, not

Rimbledon.

was there for four or five months.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Instit

Oakbank:

We are not covering that but he tells us he

Secondary Institutions - to be publishd

He says he told his mum about the abuse at

but she never believed me,
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I never spoke to anybody about it again.'

There does seem to be at least a theme of boys going
home and saying something happened and being told, no,
they were just simply not believed, as if the staff

couldn't possibly have done these things to you.

Secondary Institutions - to be publ

He does say that he started --

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
and got moved

on and he moved on to Melville House in Fife,

a residential school, and was there for some two years.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Then towards the end he says he was getting work
with one of his older brothers two days a week and he
was also doing voluntary work with Age Concern working
with the elderly on another two days and he wasn't
spending every day at Melville House. He says he was
about 16 when he left, which would be about 1973,

I think.

Life after care, it's not a great story in some

ways, but I'll deal with some of it, he says:

'After leaving care, I was very violent and would
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witness statement being published as part of the

evidence to the Inquiry and believes the facts stated in

his witness statement are true.

That was signed on 1 November 2022.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

Thank vou very much.
I think that's probably time for lunch.

I'll stop now for the lunch break.

There was one more name there to take note of, of

a man whose identity is protected by my

General Restriction Order and he's the man who was known

as . He's not to be identified as referred

to in our evidence outside this room.

I'1l sit again at 2 o'clock and then the other

witness we're expecting hopefully will have arrived.

MR PEOPLES:

(12.58 pm)

(2.00 pm)
LaDY SMITH:

MS FORBES:

Hopefully, yes.

(The luncheon adjournment)

Ms Forbes.

Good afternoon, my Lady.

The next witness is an applicant who's anonymous and

is known as 'Jasmine'.

LADY SMITH:

LADY SMITH:

Thank you very much.
'Jasmine' (affirmed)

'Jasmine', thank you for coming along this
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birthday that you went in there?

A, Mm-hmm.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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@. I think you tell us, going down to paragraph 45 now,

in

your statement, that there was a short period of about

a week when you went to a different children's home

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

But I think despite that week away, you then went back
to the first children's home for a couple of months, but
you were told, I think, at that time, that you were
going to be going to Oakbank, is that right?

That's right.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

0

10

Even though you had been told you were going to Oakbank,

I think there was then this period where you went to
spend some time with foster carers?

Yeah.

You tell us about that, 'Jasmine', from paragraph 49.

I think that came as a sort of shock to you, because you
didn't think that that was something that was going to
happen, 1is that right?

I had no idea. I was under the impression that we were

going up on a visit. It was Fiona and Jim that took me

up . Fiona was my key worker, Secondary Institutions - to be published late|
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later T ParenBER

her telling me, because it was like she was upset at

having to tell me. She said:

IKO

'"You're not going to like this, but this is
what's going to happen.'

And she was upset at having to leave me. I could
see that. I was obviously distraught, erm, yeah.

Q. I think though you were only actually there for about
two weeks?

A. Two weeks, yeah --

LADY SMITH: When she left you, sorry, 'Jasmine’', when she
left you, did you know how long you were going to be
left there for?

A. I don't remember knowing how long I was going to be
there, no.

LADY SMITH: This was a long way from where you'd been
before?

A. Yeah, it was a very long way, erm, about two hours on
a train I think it was.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: Although it's redacted out of this paragraph,

' Jasmine', Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
BB -+ the foster carer's you were allowed to
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smoke?

A, Mm-hmm.

Q. Is this smoking something that you had started at quite

a young age?

A. Erm, I started smoking when I was about nine or ten, so

my mum -- in my mum's house we just got left to our own
devices, so it was Jjust explore everything and anything,
see what it does basically. Erm, and there was
obviously lots of people coming in and out of our house
who smoked, drank and you looked up to these people.
These were the kind of only really positive interaction
you got, other than from my nana or my sister. Erm, so
I can remember sitting downstairs in the kitchen, my mum
was upstairs, and lighting cigarettes off the toaster
and kind of that's how it started really.

Then it got to a point where I was asking my mum for
cigarettes and stuff and I was addicted at that point,
so I needed the cigarettes basically and she had to give
me them otherwise I just wouldn't -- I'd completely kind

of lose 1it.

Q. Before you went to the first children's home, you were

already addicted to smoking?

A. Yeah, I was.

econdary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

This is the first time then you are with the foster
carers and they're allowing you to just freely smoke?
I had to smoke in the conservatory. They used to let me
smoke in the conservatory.
I think that after this, despite this issue of Oakbank
still being raised and the fact you are going to be
going there, there didn't seem to be any places
immediately available. So after this few weeks at the
foster carer's, you ended up going back to the
children's home again?
Yeah, that's right.
So it was quite an unsettled period?
Confusing, very confusing. Erm, because it's like:
what's going on? BAm I going back here? BAm I staying
here, or -- yeah.
Meanwhile, you are still being told you're going to
Oakbank at some point but --
Yeah, you don't know when.
I think you say you are back then again at the
children's home and then you are at a panel and then
there was a space then available for you at Oakbank and
this is when you went to Oakbank.

I think you tell us, 'Jasmine', about that from

paragraph 53. So I'm just going to now ask you about
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That is something you spent time doing, is it?

I did. I got really, really good at pool to be fair,
so, yeah.

Again, you tell us, 'Jasmine', about this issue to do
with smoking. You say that the way you've put it in
your statement is you were marked as a complete refusal
for any cigarettes?

Yeah.

When you arrived at Oakbank, was it explained to you --
what was explained to you in relation to your smoking?
Well, I was told that I wouldn't be allowed to smoke
basically. I mean, I don't think that -- I can't
specifically remember that conversation taking place,
but, erm, I obviously knew I wasn't allowed to smoke.
It was made clear to me that I wasn't allowed to smoke,
if I had cigarettes or if I smelled like I was smoking.
Erm, I mean, I used to get room searches done daily on
me because -- if there was like a smell of smoke off me
it was like, 'Right, we're doing a room search, you're

coming in the quiet room', erm, yeah.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Now again at Oakbank. Did that, from your point of

view, seem to be the root of some of the problems you
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It wasn't the case necessarily that you'd have to be
'kicking off' for that to happen, it would just be for
non-compliance or --

Yeah, non-compliance, if I didn't want to go to the
guiet room or if I didn't hand over those cigarettes,

I was going to the guiet room. They would physically
take me to the guiet room. If I didn't -- if they
wanted me to do something and I didn't do it, I was
going to the quiet room and that was -- that's the
biggest punishment in itself, going to the guiet room.
When you were in the quiet room, what would happen?
Erm, so you would just kind of be sat there. They would
talk about you, talk to you about your behaviour, what
the consequences would be of that behaviour, the impact
of it, what your future might look like because of that
behaviour. Just them making observations as to whether
you'd have a positive future, 'Oh well, you'll never be
able to get a job', and stuff like that. Talking about
the charges and it's like, why would you do that?

I mean, looking back on that now, I can't understand why
they would have had those conversations and tried to

kind of lower my self-esteem even more, but that's

obviously the approach that they took, but it would be

generally things like that, like

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be p like, 'Oh, how is this going to

affect your future?' And, 'You're not going to be able
to get a proper Jjob' and stuff like that, and it wasn't

nice, because I would then sit there and think I'm going

to amount to nothing when I'm older. I'm not going to
be able to -- this is my life. This is all I'm going to
be and that in itself was ... just made me worse.

Q. It was quite negative, the things they were saying?

A. Yeah, negative. MNegative.

Q. There was no attempt to reinforce anything positively
with you about your future?

A. I do remember one occasion, Janice talking to me, Janice
was my key worker. I remember she spoke to me about my
nana. Erm, that was probably one of the only really
human interactions that I felt I had in Oakbank.

Q. When you say, 'Jasmine', as well that they were talking

about your future, was this in relation to again,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later the Fast

that when these restraints would happen, quite often you
would be charged with assault for lashing out at staff

members who were trying to restrain you?

A. Yeah.

Q. This was _at Oakbank?

A. Yeah.

Q. So you were accumulating more charges, more convictions?
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Yeah.

As a result of these restraints?

Yeah.

I think later, 'Jasmine', you talk about it in your
statement that all of your convictions are from when you
were under 16 and predominantly relate to charges of
assaults while you were in Oakbank --

Yeah, correct.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

'"Jasmine', is it okay if I take you to a couple of
records. I think I have spoken to you about this.
There's a couple of records that relate to you, just to
see what they were saying about this smoking issue.
Yeah.

The reference that we have, I'll just say for the
transcript, is ABN-000003558.

Just the first page, it's redacted, but that's
an assessment report that relates to you and the date on
is it is 10 December 2006.

If we can go to the second page, at the top of that
there is an introduction just talking about when you
were admitted to Oakhill and saying that it was a mixed
unit and that people were assessed there for an initial

six- to eight-week period, but I think, from what you'wve
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I stopped immediately after I left.

I've never self-harmed since either.
At the time, did you think that this was something that
might help release your frustration or how you are
feeling inside?
Erm, so, I felt a constant need to fit in. I didn't

feel like I'd fit in anywhere in my entire life. So

I just wanted to fit in anywhere that I went’beamdmyhﬂﬁw

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later I wanted people to

like me, I wanted to have friends. I thought that was
cool. I thought that was the way to fit in. I thought
people would kind of -- yeah. And I can remember doing
it and thinking, 'Do it deeper', erm, and thinking that
that was going to somehow -- I don't know, get me some
sort of credit for that. I just wanted to be liked.

I didn't like myself very much. And, yeah, I didn't
feel like anyone liked me really.

I think you say at paragraph 68 that despite the fact
you did self-harm frequently, you were never taken to
hospital or to see a doctor for the self-harming by
anyone at Oakbank, is that right?

No, never. That's right.

You mention a particular deep cut that you had on your

wrist at one time and you say that a member of staff saw
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that and she radioed one of the senior staff, who you
name as |uie ?
Yeah.
Was she someone who was in charge of that unit?
She wasn't someone who was in charge of the unit, no,
she was in charge of the other unit, so I think she was
Ashgrove, but what they'd usually have is they'd usually
have a senior on duty. So the staff in the different
units would usually radio through to the senior and the
senior would basically come, assess the situation and
make a decision.

I can remember -- I can remember -- that

LAJ . :
coming in and

conversation like it was yesterday.
kind of just looking at it and being like, 'It's
superficial, it won't scar', and I didn't know what
'superficial' meant and I remember Susanne explaining
that to me, but I remember Susanne having a level of
concern there and a level of: right, maybe we need to do
something about this. Thencoming and just
completely invalidating all of that. Erm, so, yeah,
that was bad.

This is something that you recognised yourself at the
time, it was a deeper cut that you'd made?

Yeah, it was in my wrist.

Did it concern you that it wasn't being taken seriously?
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breathe in that situation.

Just going to a part of your statement where you talk

about different instances under the heading of 'Abuse at

Oakbank'. At paragraph 73 you are telling us again
about the culture in Oakbank about restraints and you
tell us that in your view it was abusive?

Yeah.

restraints were

normalised and used as, you say, a first resort instead

of a last resort?
Yeah.

You talk about prone restraints being used the vast

majority of time. You have mentioned carpet burns that

you would get to the chin and the neck and knees, but
that was the norm, you say, 1t was seen as the norm?
It was, yeah, that's right.
You were aware of other young people having similar
carpet burns too in the same places?
Yeah, that's right.
For the same reasons.

You mentioned, 'Jasmine', one particular occasion
involving restraint in the quiet room by a person who
was a manager of the unit?

Yeah.
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Yeah.

Is this the one incident that you remember him being
involved in with you?

So the incident that I remember is where he was -- this
one that I'm looking at, that's the one, yeah. That's
the one.

Was that the only instance of restraint you remember

IKQ being involved in with you?

It's the only one that sticks out to me that was
particularly traumatising.

On this occasion, are you able to say what happened?
Sorry.

On this occasion, with are you able to tell
us what happened?

Yeah, so, erm, I was being restrained by two other
female staff members and I don't think they were able to
kind of get control of me for whatever reason. Erm,

IKQ has then entered the room, asked the ladies to step
aside, he's then took over the restraint, sat on my
legs. I've told him he's hurting my legs. I told him
repeatedly. It then got to the point where I was in
severe pain. I'm screaming, I'm asking him to get off
my legs. I'm screaming at the staff members, the female
staff members, telling them to help me and that he's

going to break my legs. They didn't obviously listen.
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A. Okay, thank you.

(3.00 pm)
(A short break)
(3.13 pm)
LADY SMITH: 'Jasmine', are you ready for us to carry on?

A. Yeah, I'm ready.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Ms Forbes, when you are ready.
MS FORBES: Thank you, my Lady.

'Jasmine', just before we broke there for the last
ten minutes, we were talking about the incident with
IKQ

I just wanted to take you briefly again to a couple
of your records, if that's okay, it's ABN-000003558.

If we go to page 7, I think these are daily case
records relating to yourself, it says December 2006 at
the top. I think we see Jjust at the top of that page,
there is an entry just saying:

''Jasmine' was taken in by staff to the quiet room.'

So we see a reference to that there.

If we go further down the page, the date on the
left-hand column is 7 December 2006, pm, and it says:

''Jasmine' stayed in unit for tea. 'Jasmine' went
to trampoline club. However, 'Jasmine's' behaviour

deteriorated to the extent that she had several sessions
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in the guiet room and was in two prone restraints.'

There is a reference there to the prone restraints

that you have talked about.

Yeah.

Then if we go further over to the next page, halfway
down we see on the left-hand side the date of

17 December 2006. There is a paragraph and then after
that paragraph, we see in the left-hand column 'NCO' and
then it says:

''Jasmine' became very unsettled at 22.30. She
wanted to go to [then there are some initials] to a room
[I think that refers to another resident] but when NCO
would not allow her, she started shouting abuse and
became aggressive and threatening to assault NCO,
'"Jasmine' was taken to the guiet room by wia]

If we go over to next page:

'... and B Lawrie. 'Jasmine' was spoken to about
her behaviour and she soon calmed down. 'Jasmine'
returned to her room in a better mood and she settled
fine for the remainder of the night. Trying to get
a cigarette was the issue tonight.'

I don't know if this is something that relates to
the incident you have told us about, but there's

certainly an incident wherebyand B Lawrie,

who I think is Brian Lawrie, are involved in taking you
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to the guiet room and, again, the issue seems to be
they've said about getting a cigarette?

Mm—hmm.

So I don't know if you're able to say or not, 'Jasmine',
whether that's the same incident that you have told us
about?

I don't know, erm, I can't —--

Certainly in relation to , there is only that
one incident that sticks in your mind that you're able
to tell us about?

Yeah, that one incident, and I didn't want to be --

I didn't want to be in close proximity with him after
that and I also remember other young people liking him
and me being very confused as to why they liked him,
because of how he was with me.

From that experience?

Yeah, from that experience. I thought why is he --
like, what? Just confusing.

I'm not going to take you to all these different
records, but we have records that show numerous
restraints and incidents of restraints that were carried
out on you and reference to assault charges being
brought as a result of those restraints and lots of
records showing that this related to -- a lot of the

time related to you trying to get a cigarette or to
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him. What was that?

So he exposed himself to me. So he got like his penis
out and basically was kind of, yeah. I was 12, I didn't
know what to do. I was like confused. Didn't really --
and I just kinda walked out the room and left, but just

confusion, I suppose, as a l2-year-old really.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

-- but was this the first time that anything had
happened involving a male resident?

In the children's -- in the care system, yes, that's
right.

You say that as a result of that, you left the room?
That's right, yeah.

Then you tell us about another occasion, again you are
only 12, and you ended up running away with that boy and
another boy. Again, was this related to trying to smoke
or get away and smoke?

So, I can remember the entire time we were out trying to
find cigarettes and it's like, 'Where can we get
cigarettes from?', and it was snowing, it was near
Christmas, I think, it was really, really cold out. We

were just walking round, trying to find somewhere to
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A.

Q.

A few hours before, yeah.
There was no preparation for you to get your head around
the fact that you were going to be going to England?

No, and it was_ and, I think, it was

John McNally that took me and obviously --
_wasof the school, so you

don't really get close contact with -, do you know

what I mean? Then you're going to be going to England

in a car with- and John McNally, like, what?

They told you you were going to England. Did you know

where you were going in England?

I don't think I did. I think -- actually I think that

was the reason-had taken me, because- had family

in Liverpool and-was going to see- family,

because I can remember that conversation taking place in

the car and thinking, 'Oh you're going to see your

family, are you?' 2And I'm getting dropped off hundreds

of miles away from my family. Can't even see them.

You didn't have a connection to where they were taking

you in England; 1is that right?

That's right.

We know that from the records, and you tell us as well

in your statement, that that happened near the end of

-2007‘, so you are still 12. You would have been

turning 13 _ So I think at that point you
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getting to where you have now at the time you came out
of care.

Keep up the enormously good work that you're
obviously doing. Hang on to the gratitude that you feel
towards those who helped.

A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: And finally, be kinder to that child.
A. Yeah, definitely.
Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Safe journey back home and thank you again for
coming.
A. Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: It's 4 o'clock. That is it for today.

The last names for today of people whose identities
are protected, and then at one point the
witness used her own first name, she used her brother's
name and she used the names of two of the other girls
who were in care at the same time as she was in Oakbank.
They are all protected so far as their identities are
concerned. Please remember that.

Tomorrow morning do we start with a link, am I right
about that?

MS FORBES: We do, yes, at 10 o'clock.

LADY SMITH: That's fixed for 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.
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