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Brimmond was built. BN S response was
that the children would tear the bathroom up. If

a child needed to use the toilet, they had to ring

a bell and hope somebody would turn up. At one point

I was taking people round Brimmond and there was

an infant's potty in the cell. There was a peephole
above the bed...'

Paragraph 54:

'"The cell looked across the main runway at Aberdeen
Airport. There was nothing to look at. The cell had
the windows whitened out. The walls were white and all
the bedding was white. There was a wash handbasin which
was white. That was the conversion that was done when
started at Brimmond. In Vietnam
they used all white rooms to get people's minds
confused. When a room is all white, you can't see
anything.'

She says the room was essentially converted into
an isolation room:

'It was gquite shocking.'

Paragraph 55, she says she thought the main form of

discipline was that a child would be locked in a cell:

'Anything could get a child shut in the cell, such

as they had upset jSNR ] they hadn't eaten
their tea or they had run away. ]
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is still true today.

And just to finish that off, then, perhaps we can look
at another record. It is ABN-000003369. This is

a social work record, actually, in relation to

a different young person, a girl. We see the entry for
8 January 1976. It is slightly earlier that year. TWe
are told that this girl had run off last night with
another girl and hadn't returned by 2.00 am:

'The police brought them back and Mr
contacted Brimmond directly and had [the girl] admitted
to the cell overnight.'

The social worker visited Brimmond with this person,
to see the young person:

'Advised that we would perhaps leave her in the cell
for a few nights and have the panel on 15 January 1976.'

And:

'Local school have advised that the young person
should not return until after the panel.’

In fairness, looking at the next entry for the
9 January, it is said:

'"Mr Butler has asked that the young person be
returned to Westburn. Took her home today with strict
warnings to behave until panel.’

So, 1in the event, she is actually removed, I think,

from the cell and returned home the next day, having
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been in the cell overnight. But the proposal seems to
have been to leave her in the cell for a few nights. If
the panel is on 15 January, that would be six/seven
nights.

I can see no justification for that and a complete
inappropriate use of detention in the manner that's
outlined in this record.

Again, in fairness, that seems to have been the idea of
the social worker and not necessarily the staff at
Brimmond, at least on this occasion.

I mean, certainly as I read it, the police brought the
young person back te the Westburn Centre, where the
child was residing, and then, again, it was instigated
by Mrto see if that child could be placed within
the cell overnight. And, again, it's punishing, it's
not understanding, it's showing no sense of that

deprivation of liberty that we are talking around as

well.
Again, for me, even -- who is authorising that? Who
is actually having the oversee that Mrs request

is an appropriate request? There's no checks and
balances within that as well. The autonomy given here
to the staff with responsibility for the care of this
young person was, I believe, lacking oversight and, you

know, that worries me as well.
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towards the foot of that. It is said:

'At the time of writing, [his] mother has not
contacted Rossie, but has sent cigarettes to him. This
individual, the befriender, has sent numerous letters
and also a box of "goodies". He also visited
on August 20.°'

Any concerns arising there?

I am concerned by the extent to which Mris
involved in the planning decisions for this young
person. He is noted on the previous review as being in
attendance to that. He is a befriender, you know, so he
has clearly managed to not only befriend the child, but
to actually begin to exert a level of influence on the
planning of this young person in there.

There is also that sense of Mrsending
'goodies', even if that is just sweets and treats of
an innocent nature. Nonetheless, it is perpetuating
a cycle of trust or cycle of influence on this young

person, you know, given his circumstances.

LADY SMITH: And he is doing better than the boy's mother

is.

Correct.

MR SHELDON: So, if we jump back, next, this is back to the

case conference at Rossie, which is considering, of

course, the young person's position. Going to page 11,
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second paragraph down on page 11:

'"There is some discussion regarding the respective
roles of ... [the boy's mother and the befriender], who,
since his recent resignation at Brimmond, maintains
ongoing links with the young person in a volunteer
capacity. Both see this involvement continuing
indefinitely. Mrs Schofield [who I think is one of the
soclal workers] took the view that there was a need in
the first instance for some work to be done with
Mxr around the issues raised by the circumstances
of his resignation, as [the young person] has
inappropriately been made party to some of these issues
by the befriender. She did not see herself as at all
appropriately taking on that particular task, which
needs to be resolved before she can begin work with the
befriender and [the young person].'

But, moving down that page, we see that the mother
and the befriender then joined the meeting and were
given a full explanation of the proposals.

We see that right at the end, Mr —— this is
page 12:

"Mr accapted the proposals put to him
regarding his contacts with the young person while in
Rossie.'

So, against this background, there seems to be
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continuing contact. We have the slightly concerning
behaviours. You have described it also as maintaining,
perhaps, inappropriate contact with the boy. He is

a former member of staff at Brimmond and yet has
continued in contact after he's resigned. We don't know
why he's resigned, but we will come onto another note
partly about that and if we can look --

But there is an inference in there that the
circumstances of the resignation required further
consideration prior to just enabling that contact to
continue without any check or further inquiry.

It also -- just that last sentence for me jumps out
because there is almost a sense that Mr is
accepting of that position whilst in Rossie. Whilst in
Rossie, it almost says: 'When he's out of Rossie, I've
got enough influence with the family that I can find my
way back in there around it'.

That, for me, is what I am reading from that

position as well.

MR SHELDON: Yes. There are a couple of other documents to

look at to round off this story, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: I think we should leave those until 2 o'clock.

I will stop now for the lunch break, Graeme, and sit
again at 2 o'clock.

Thank you very much.
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about why he left?

A. I think he's being disingenuous, if not dishonest, in
terms of actually how he's framing his departure from
Brimmond.

LADY SMITH: It's almost, also, as though he is looking for
the boy to be sympathetic to him.

A. Yes, I see that reading.

LADY SMITH: Doesn't it? It would be quite inappropriate in
his position.

A. Absolutely.

MR SHELDON: The next document is ABN-000003535. This is
more from this young person's file and it is a report to
the children's panel from the Social Work Department.

LADY SMITH: What is the date of the report, Mr Sheldon?

MR SHELDON: It is =-- sorry, my Lady. It is 13 August 1987.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: It begins with various information about the
young person and some involvement in substance abuse,
and offences and behaviour, which led to admission to
Rossie. But we are told at -- it is the second last
paragraph from the bottom:

'"From 9 to 16 July ... [this boy] spent a wvery
enjoyable holiday with, thenof
Brimmond.

'On the day of his return from London, however ...
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Graeme; what would you make of this if you were looking,
perhaps, at the picture in the round?
So, I think, looking at all of those, I think another
observation from the previous document I had was the
narrative being shaped by Mrin there was he was
almost trying to separate the child from his social
worker. He here appears to be trying to separate the
child from his mother in terms of how she is being
portrayed. He is setting the narrative of his
relationship with his mother, who I understand, from
reading this, would appear to live in Ayr, and the child
is obviously having some contact with them.

In the previous section you referred to, he spoke
about his mum letting him down on several occasions.
And whilst that may well have been the case, it's not
something that you would have put back to the child. If
they've had a successful visit over the Christmas
period; why would you not want to try and build upon
that rather than dismiss and demean the significance of
that in terms of the relationship around this as well?

So this man, it would appear from the various
documents that you have referred me to, I think he is
trying to separate the other adults in this child's life
from each other and from him, as a child, as well.

Well, if we can start, perhaps, drawing more of the
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there is a sense that this boy is making contact with
on an unplanned basis. He is doing so, and so
therefore there is a sense that we need to actually see
whether '5 telling the truth about who's visiting
his house around that as well.

So, again, I think what you have got here is, again,
I think, that actually this man has been able to
manipulate the situation to such an extent that he has
in some respects turned it round here. So again, the
conversation that [SSEMMM has had with the social worker
has obviously happened either in front of the young
person or actually he has relayed it directly to the
young person to sort of almost distort the narratives
around this. This is very manipulative and quite
controlling behaviours, as I would see this, and really
quite exploitative as well.

But then again, the last line says that he is scared
of this individual, SEEEM not only because of the
physical pressure, but because they fell out when they
were on their way back from Oakbank some time ago. So,
again, you've got a real sense here of the full extent
to which the befriender has inveigled himself into the
life of this young person and his wider network around
it, as well. Really, really quite concerning behaviours

and really manipulative, as I said.
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somebody who wasn't on the list, but was referred to as
Bill, and perhaps a young person who is referred to by
their first name as well.

LADY SMITH: Very briefly, that's right. And one of the
names was , if I am right about that.

MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: And he is not to be identified outside this
room. Any young person who was in care that's named
cannot be named outwith here.

Who else? Bill?

MS FORBES: There was a reference to a first name of Bill,
I think, my Lady, which isn't on -- I think he was taken
off the list.

LADY SMITH: I think I know who it is. Somebody called
Bill, who might be the only Bill on our list, is not to
be identified outside this room. And was that it?

MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: I think so. Very well.

MS FORBES: My Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the first statement to be read-in is
that of an applicant who is anonymous and known as

'Adrian’'.
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talks about being in different children's homes and he
says he was the only one of the seven children in his
family who went into care.

We know, my Lady, from his records that he was in

a family home from_1969, run by the

local authority and he was moved to a children's home
then in _1969 and then to another home
in-1970, before being admitted to a particular
school in-1970. And he was then sent to another
house or home, from_1972, when he was only aged
8. And he talks about that place from paragraphs 11 to
29. 8So he was only 8, from the records that we have,

when he went there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then talks about the fact that he was told he was
going to get moved by a new social worker that he
received. He was getting moved back to Aberdeen. This
is when he was admitted to Brimmond and he talks about
Brimmond Assessment Centre from paragraph 33 onwards.

We know from his records that he was admitted there
on_1974, when he was aged 11 years, although
he says himself that he doesn't remember when it was

that he was admitted to Brimmond. He remembers he was
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taken there by his social worker and he was told that he
was moving back to be closer to his parents. He

remembers it being dark when he got there and being put
straight to bed, and then, after that, he never saw his

social worker whilst he was at Brimmond. And he says

o sl cecondary Institutions - to be published later

. He talks about Brimmond at paragraph 35,

saying:

'It was an assessment centre for young people who
had done something wrong. It was specially built as
an assessment centre and had a cell with a bed in it,
like you see in a police station.'

And he talks thereafter about young people being
sent there by children's panels for assessment, usually
for about three months, and thereafter they would be
sent somewhere else.

Paragraph 37, 'Adrian' goes on to say:

"I didn't know what kind of place I had been put
into. I remember waking up the first morning and
thinking to myself that I would get up and go out to
play. I thought it was just another children's home.
I then found out that we were locked in. There were

locks on the doors and windows.

'The place was meant to be-Mr and

Mrs SRS but you rarely saw Mr
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Mrs SR was called 'matron'. She took [I think
that should say more to do with the girls] ... although
we did see her at times. The place was-a bloke
called . He was the bad one.'

He then goes on to talk about routine from
paragraph 39 and says there were boys and girls there,
and the ages were about 14 to 16, but he was still
a primary aged child and was the youngest there. He
says they sometimes mixed with the girls, but they were
mainly kept in a separate part and they slept in
dormitories.

At paragraph 40, he goes on to say:

'You got up in the morning, made your bed and then
swept up the bedroom floor with a dustpan and brush.
You didn't get to use a hoover. We then went down for
breakfast in the dining hall. We walked in size order,
smallest at the front.

'made you stand at your chair and wait
until he told you to sit down. You had to pick up your
chair and sit down without making a noise. Once you sat
down, he would stand at a radiator while you ate. The
first thing he said every morning was, "Who's the one
who's going to piss me off today?" Those were his first
words every day. That was to put the fear in you. He

was always looking for a reason, such as talking, to
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been to a children's panel.

He goes on to tell us about education from
paragraph 46. He says he didn't attend school when he
was in Brimmond and there was no teaching at all in the
place and they knew he couldn't read or write. And he
thinks that the education department must have assumed
that he was getting educated there.

He then tells us about abuse, and it is headed

'Abuse by' from paragraph 47. He says:
‘battered us about like we were rag

dolls. He would kick you, pick you up and throw you
about and really lay into you. I think the first time
he battered me was only about two or three days after I
got there.

'He kept himself wvery fit. He boasted about being
ex-SAS. He wasn't that tall, but was well-built. You
could see he was fit. He didn't need to use anything
other than his hands and feet when he battered you.

'The hidings happened to someone every day, except
for a Thursday, which we called "mad Thursday" because
that was his day off. We thought we could get away with
things that day because he wasn't there, but it always
turned on us, as the staff would tell him what we had
done and one of us would get a hiding the next day. We

still used to do it, though. We were like dafties, not
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thinking it would get back it him.

'He got very angry if our football team lost and he
would batter the person he blamed for playing badly. He
would always be the bowler when we played rounders and
he used a proper cricket bat, so that you got hit hard
if you didn't manage to bat the ball. He was big
bully.'

He then says he remembers a boy coming in, who he
names, who he says became a friend of his and he glue
sniffed with him later on. At paragraph 51, he says:

'He was just in the door five minutes when

headbutted him and knocked him unconscious.

I think he did that because he was about six feet tall
andwanted to prove a point to him. He
wanted to let him know that he was not to be messed
with.'

He says:

'"The boy was left lying in the stairwell with his
face all bloody. We had to walk past him to get our cup
of tea before we went to bed. Nobody stood by him to
watch him. I asked him the next day what it was all
about and he said he hadn't done anything.'

He goes on to talk about , saying:

'He used to creep up and down the hall at night when

we were in our beds. If you got caught speaking, he
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would make you get up and use a toothbrush to clean the
white bits between the tiles and the toilet until he
decided to come back and tell you to go back to bed.
You could be doing it for hours. That happened all the
time. It seemed as i1f there was always someone doing

it. I did it loads of times.

'You couldn't go to Mrs to report anything.

I think she was having a relationship with.

His room was in the middle of the hall, where we were,
and I used to see her going in at night. I slept quite
close to it at one point and I could hear them together.

'Mrspent most of his time in his office,
which was at the entrance of the place. If he did come
into the dining hall for some reason, he used to hit the
first person he saw on the head with his keys. They
didn't have to be deing anything, it was just a thing he
always did. You knew you couldn't go to him and report
anything.

'There was another staff member called
Mr , who I always thought was one of the
nicer ones until he gave me a hiding. We were all out
one day on one of our walks and made a plan to run away.
I was the youngest, so I was told to go first and the

others would follow. I ran off and when I looked back,

they were all just standing, laughing. Mr
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caught up with me and took me to the cell, where he gave
me an awful hiding. I was shocked. I had to bide in
the cell for a couple of weeks for the bruising to go
away. I think he was panicking after that, when he
realised what he had done. He went well over the top.

I think I should have been taken to the hospital. I was
made to wear just shorts and sandals for a while when

I came out to make sure I didn't run away again.

'Mrs used to come into the showers and
offer to put shampoo in the boys' hair. That wasn't
right. It was okay for me, as I was only young, but the
other boys were much older than me. I was told stories
that she had slept with some of the 15 and lé-year-olds,
but I don't know if it is true. They also talked about
having put their tongues in her mouth when giving her
a good night kiss. No one tried to touch me
inappropriately.’

He then talks about the fact his dad got in contact
with him a few times when he was in Brimmond and he
talks about his dad taking him to a Scotland football
game and, because he got back late, he phoned Brimmond
to let them know he would stay at the family home for
the night and he was told to send him back, even if he
had to walk. At paragraph 57, 'Adrian' says:

'T started crying and told my family I was scared
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and I would get a hiding when I got back. Mrs
and her son came to collect me in a white wvan.'

He then says that his brother got hold of the son by
the throat and told them he would go to the police if
there was a mark on him and they denied that he had been
getting hidings. He said:

'It was easy for them to do that because

wasn't with them. When I got back to Brimmond,

KEF was sitting at the door and Mrs

took him aside to speak to him. I was then sent to my
bed. I believe I would have got a hiding ...'

He says, 1f his brother hadn't spoken to them:

'My father came up the next day to make sure
I hadn't been touched. He didn't follow it up, though,
he only spoke to the people at Brimmond. He didn't get
in touch with the police or social services; that's what
he should have done.

'"The people at Brimmond always made sure they
covered themselves, anyway. They would have made us out
to be liars. It was an assessment centre, so they could
treat the boys a certain way because they were bad boys.
It was like a young offenders' institution.’

At paragraph 61, he says he was in Brimmond for one

and a half to two years and he says he didn't see his

social worker again after she dropped him off. And then
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he was sent to a children's home and we know from his

records that he was sent to the children's home

in-197‘5, when he was aged 12 years.

LADY SMITH:

Brimmond?

MS FORBES: Y

from paragraph 63.

a half vyears,

That's a year later, after him goling to

<]

es. He then tells us about the children's home

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

and a decision was then made to send him back to

Brimmond.

He tells us about Brimmond the second time from

paragraph 76. He thinks he was 13 when he went

Brimmond,

but we know from his records he was

149
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re-admitted in _1978. He would have been

15 years old at that time and he remained there
until -1979, when he was still 15, at which time he
was transferred to a boys' home or hostel.

He tells us then, at paragraph 77:

'T was put in the cell for the first week when
I went back in. No one came to ask me about running
away. There was really nobody that I could speak to and
explain why I had run away.

'Life in Brimmond the second time was the same as

the first. I got hidings fromand didn't go

to school or get any education.

'I remember once being battered byso
badly that I was kept in the cell for two weeks with
just a pair of shorts on. I was black and blue.

I think it was so bad because I was a bit older at that
point and had retaliated.'

He then talks about the fact that his social worker
had just seemingly disappeared and he had no way of
getting in touch with her. He kept asking people at
Brimmond to get his social worker to come and see him.

He then talks about life after Brimmond. It was
in-19'?9 when he went to the boys' hostel, or home,

in Dyce and he talks about that from paragraph 81
onwards. He tells us that the person_of the
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'T feel that I was let down in my life and maybe
wouldn't have turned out to be a junkie if I had been
treated better.'

He tells us his wife remarried and toock his daughter
abroad to live for a number of years without telling
him. He says he has never been properly educated and
can't read.

At paragraph 98, 'Adrian' says:

'Sometimes I can still smells
aftershave and roll up cigarettes. He wore 0ld Spice
and used liquorice rolling papers and the scent of these
comes to me -- it's like it's in my head. I was in
Brimmond for a good few years and I was living in fear
of him every day, so I suppose it could be like
a flashback; it's weird. 1I've also had nightmares about
it

He then tells us about his current life from
paragraph 100 onwards. He says that the only things he
does now are to take his dog out and go places he has to
go, but he stays, otherwise, in his room with his dog
and he hibernates. He can't get close to his family and
he doesn't have contact now with either of his daughters
or his grandchildren.

'Adrian' tells us he is getting support for his drug

addiction and has done well and hasn't touched drugs
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she did get taken into care and then she talks about
a children's home and Brimmond thereafter.

She says that it was her _who went

into this children's home and she was 12 years old at

the time, Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later she was put

into Brimmond Assessment Centre, and she says she can't
recall what age she was and it was a locked up school in
Aberdeen. She says you couldn't run away because 1t was
in the middle of nowhere.

From the records we have, we know that she was
removed to Brimmond after running away and having to be
flown back to Aberdeen from Glasgow on 4 March 1977, and
that was aged 12.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS FORBES: She goes on to tell us at Brimmond,
paragraph 20:

'All the girls had to wear the same thing, shorts
and purple t-shirts, and all the boys had to wear the
same thing. I had go to school in there. I was back
and forwards between Brimmond [and she names the
children's home] and I was still being put home at
weekends, even though I told the social work what was

going on. I still ran away. I was put to Brimmond and
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there was no place to run. There was so many other
things going on in Brimmond at the time.

'Mr and Mrs were SNR of Brimmond.
They lived in a flat next to the home. The matron,
Mrs S , was having an affair with a man who worked
there called QES. The boys in Brimmond were saying
they were being abused by . I wasn't. The only
time we got to wear our own clothes was on a Sunday, if

we went to church, so we did, just to get dressed.'

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

SLCENRLECIERR S And on those home visits, she was

still being abused by her mother and another person in
the community. At paragraph 23, Edna goes on to say:

'My mum came to visit me a couple of times at
Brimmond. She was pissed. My dad never came. He hated
me for making the allegations about there being incest
at home.'

And she then goes on, at paragraph 24, to say:

'TI remember the panel saying it was all in my head
and I wasn't believed. I couldn't believe what I was
hearing. They decided I was just looking for leniency
and I think they put me to Brimmond. I think they put

me to a place in Edinburgh, tco. 1 seemed to be going
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back and forward from the children's home in Brimmond
for a long time.

'A lot of people were saying they were being beaten
or they were being take into rooms and abused by
but it wasn't happening to me. I was shutting
everything off. It was boys. I didn't take a lot of it
in. I was closed off. Why tell me? ©Nobody believes
me.

'T can't remember 's last name. Mrs
was a small woman with grey hair. Her husband was
a tall man, at least six foot four or five. I remember

WS starting to work at Brimmond and you could see the

shine Mrs was having on him. Mr [Sal
didn't have anything to do with _the home .

He stayed in his house. You couldn't missand

Mrshaving an affair. Things dramatically

changed at Brimmond whenarrived. Mr Keith was the
headteacher, there were two, Mr and Mrs _
that worked at the home. Ll was the cleaner.

'"There have been so many that went up and said they
had been abused by, even now. I put my story on
Google years ago @l
This is when she said a person in the community was

sentenced to a period of imprisonment for sexual abuse.

She says that someone got in touch with her as a result
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of her posting her story and he said he had been abused
byin Brimmond. And she says that he asked her if
she could say that -- sorry, I will read it, from

paragraph 27.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'He had been abused by in Brimmond and

asked if I could say that he had been abused and that
I was there and could prove that. But there's one thing
being abused and it happening and you seeing it, but
there's another thing about lying about being abused and
someone being labelled an abuser and he's innocent and
I would never lie for another.'

And she says she thought thathad been taken to
court, as far as she knew.

Thereafter, she was admitted to the Good Shepherd
and this, I think, is referred to in her records as
being Woodfield, which was part of the Good Shepherd

Order.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: And she says -- the records -- it was

2 September 1977, so she was 13 years old at that time
and she was there for two years. She tells us about
that in paragraphs 28 and 29.

She was then placed in a children's home due to

absconding and then she was discharged from care shortly
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paragraph 63 she says:

'In some sense I hope the law changes a bit. There
is too much on the Internet. Kids can say they have
been hit by their mum or dad for no reason. I'm not
saying to hit children, but it's too easy for them now.
However, they are used as bait for everything, whether
that's sex or drugs, money, everything. Parents don't
have a say anymore, but the children also need to be
heard.'

And she then tells us, at paragraph 64, that she has
had fantastic support throughout the process from Future
Pathways, her supporter, and the staff from the Inquiry.
She says:

'They have listened and believed me and I really
appreciate their help and support during this time. It
is comforting that everyone has been so approachable.'

She has made the usual declaration and she has

signed her statement. It is dated 11 November 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

I think we will stop there for today. I am grateful

to you for those read-ins.

Four names; Mr and Mrs |SaCaSal , and
Mr , these are people whose identity is

protected by my General Restriction Order and they are

not to be identified as mentioned in our evidence
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