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you talk about the fact that, during this period, you
had a child and you were pregnant with your second
child. I think you tell us, sadly, about what happened
with your second child. Then you fell pregnant again
and had a son. That was your first son; is that right?
Yes.

Then you tell us that around the time of you having your
second son, your husband applied for a job at Balgowan,
the approved school in Dundee, and he applied to be

a teacher which also included residential
responsibilities?

Yes.

And then you moved from Birmingham to Dundee to take up
that post in 1963?

Yes.

Okay. And then, I think, you tell us about Balgowan.
We have heard evidence in the Inguiry about Balgowan.

I am not going to go through that, what you tell us
about Balgowan, in any great detail. But I think when
you were there or your husband worked there,
Yes.

You say that when you went there, you were pregnant with
another child, who was born in 1963. So I think by the

time he came along that was you with three children?
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Again, 'Mary', we have heard evidence about

Calder House, so, again, I am not going to go through
everything that you tell us about that in detail because
we have heard a lot of evidence in relation to

Calder House.

But, while you were there, I think you say Mr

was S of Calder House and his wife was the

matron; is that right?
Yes, yes.

This is at paragraph 16 of your statement. I think you
tell us that it was very normal in those days for
husband and wife to have joint appointments?
Yes, yes.

SNR

And your husband there was I think you

say his formal title was?

Yes, yes.

And you took up a post as the deputy matron; is that
right?

Yes, yes.

Yes. And you tell us a little bit about some of the
people who were there as houseparents. I think you tell
us that you were mostly involved with the girls, because
this was a mixed centre; is that right?

Yes.

You tell us that you think that you filled out
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LADY SMITH: Who did you submit the report to? Do you

remember, 'Mary'?

Oh,, Mrwould gather up all the written

reports and, erm, he would then coordinate everything

that he was understanding through that.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A.

And it would then go to the Children's Hearing.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS

FORBES: So from what you are describing, 'Mary', there
were a number of different reports from different people
who would be involved in the care of a child that would
go to these case conferences; is that right?

Yes.

Moving on then, 'Mary', to what you tell us about
discipline and punishment at Calder House. You tell us
that whilst you were there, even though corporal
punishment wasn't controversial at that time and belts
were used in most schools, there wasn't any corporal
punishment that you were aware of at Calder House?

No.

But you explain, I think, thatwas very much
the boss insofar as the girls' wing was concerned?

Yes.

You say that rather than punishment, there was a lot of

talking to the kids and trying to speak to them and tell

14
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that would mean that home leave would be removed. You
say, at paragraph 44, that if a child misbehaved during
home week, they wouldn't go home the next week. If
there had been something serious during the week, like
children falling out amongst themselves or absconding,
or attempting to abscond, a decision might be made that
the child was not as ready as you thought to be getting
out; is that right.

Yes, yes.

But you weren't involved in those decisions at

Calder House?

I wouldn't make decisions about anything like that, no.
And that was up to I think you say?

Yes.

And also, perhaps, your husband?

Yes, yes. It would have been discussed and a decision
would have been reached.

Yes. 'Mary', you go on to talk about restraint at
paragraph 46. You say that it was used at Calder House,
but never by you; is that right?

Yeos:

And it would be mostly carried out by houseparents or,
perhaps, one of the teachers; is that right?

That's right, yes.

But you weren't aware of any training, in those days,

16
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being given on how to safely restrain a child?

A. No, no.

Q. You say that you were aware that Mrs and some of
the teachers had done some sort of course specific to

working with children --

A. Yes.
Q. -- but not necessarily on how to restrain them?
A, I think they went on an in-service course. It probably

lasted over a year or so.

Q. You tell us, 'Mary', that you didn't witness anything at
Calder House that you considered to be abusive or
anything that gave you a cause for concern; is that
right?

A. Yes. No, as I say, 50 years ago, life was very
different, the way that people brought up their children
and so on. But I never saw children being bad used,
never.

LADY SMITH: When you say life was very different all
these years ago regarding the way people brought up
their children; what is it you have in mind, 'Mary'?

A. Erm, I think there was ... well, I've got children and
I've got grandchildren and I've got great grandchildren,
and, erm, just I think the whole attitude to life is
different nowadays. I think children -- I'm trying to

think of simple sort of things. For instance, we potty

17






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

—

Yes.
Again, you explain, 'Mary', that this was a joint
appointment and you applied, I think, for the role as
matron with your husband as ?
Yes.
And you both started working at Brimmond, you say,
around 19737
Yes.
I think we then go to a part of your statement, 'Mary',
that starts to tell us about your experiences at
Brimmond. That part's headed up:

'Experiences at Brimmond Assessment Centre,
Aberdeen, 1973 to 1979.°

Now, 'Mary', we have heard evidence that you might
have been there longer than 1979 and, indeed, you might
have been there as late as 1983.
No, I wasn't. My husband might -- would have been, but
I wasn't.
And certainly, 'Mary', we've seen some records that
refer to you at Brimmond -- in contact with you
from February 1981. I'm just raising that because
perhaps you might be wrong about the date that you left?
I'm not good at remembering actual -- you know, the year

I went and did this or the year I did that, but ... I am

19
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assessment unit. I lived there, but the house was quite
Thank you, 'Mary'.

So we will just go on to look at what you tell us
about Brimmond. I think you say that this was a modern,
purpose built, assessment centre for boys and girls. So
it was mixed?

Yes.

Did you start there when it first opened?

Oh yes. Yes, ves. Yes, we moved up and moved into our
house at the end of '72, really, I think it would have
been. Yes. And then Brimmond actually opened just
early in *'73.

Yes. Because we will come to talk about Morag Morrell
a bit later, 'Mary'. I know that you have been told
about Morag Morrell's statement and had sight of parts
of it. But I think her suggestion -- she is somebody
who worked for the Children's Panel and then as

a councillor and visited Brimmond over the years. And
if her evidence is that a Misswas _
before you and your husband arrived, that would be
incorrect; is that right?

Oh yes. She says that a children's home was being used
before the assessment centre. But it was actually the

old remand home that closed down and Brimmond opened and
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staff from the remand home were transferred to Brimmond.
Okay.

Now, these people had -- were in situ in the old remand
home and were just automatically transferred to
Brimmond. They knew that they were coming to Brimmond
before my husband had even been appointed. But they
didn't move until there was an incident where the
children in the remand home barricaded themselves in and
set fire to the place.

Yes.

So it -- Brimmond opened very abruptly.

This remand home was a separate building; it wasn't on
the same premises as Brimmond?

Oh no, no. It was a way over on the other side of town.
And it had been the remand home in the old-fashioned
sense. You know, it was a time of a lot of change in
childcare and, you know, children were going to panels,
not going to court. There were social workers and it
was just a time of change. But Brimmond was brand new
and my husband and I were the first people to be

and matron.

I think you tell us, at paragraph 56, 'Mary', about
Brimmond having to open up slightly ahead of schedule
because of what happened. Then you tell us that

officially it was supposed to have 20 boys and five

24
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and protection as well?

Yes, yes.

I think you explain that there were some who were just
there because they couldn't find anywhere else to put
them?

Yes, yes.

You do say, 'Mary', that there was always a pressure on
you to take more children, but you explain you didn't
think you were ever overcrowded or not functioning as
you were meant to?

Where is this?

This i1s at paragraph 57. It is just the last sentence.
I will read it out, it says:

'"There was always pressure on us to be taking more
children, but we were never overcrowded and I never felt
that we weren't functioning as we were meant to.'

Yes, yes. I always felt we were just doing the very
best we could in difficult circumstances.

And I think you go on to say about the process of how
you and your husband were appointed. We can see that on
paragraph 58 and 59. I think you make the comment you

don't think they were as concerned about you as they

were about getting the right person for

SNR job?

Yes, because, there was -- at that time, there was this

27
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Yes.
And they were looked after by the female staff?
Yes, yes.
You tell us, 'Mary', about your duties at Brimmond, at
paragraph 6l1. And you say:

'Day to day I did anything and everything that
cropped up.'

Is that right?
Yes, yes.
You say that your main duties were supervising both the
female domestic and houseparent staff, as well as going
over menus with the coocks?
Yep.

So from that point of view; did you see it as you and

your husband as being of the assessment centre
as a whole?
Oh, my husband was very much the person of the

assessment centre.

You explain, 'Mary', that you took the children to a lot
of their meetings, but it would be your husband who
would discuss the outcome of the meetings with any of
the professionals involved; is that right?

Yes, vep.

And you would also take them to doctors and dentists'

appointments if they needed it?

29
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and I will get your views on some of the --

Yes.

-- things that are said that I think you know about.
'Mary', you go on to tell us about some of the

people who were there when you and your husband started

at Brimmond. You talk about [CHSReNy
GJO-GJP as being ==

Yes.

So they were, again, one of these pairings as husband
and wife; they were and deputy
matron?

Yes, yes.

And there was also somebody who you say was
, who was initially a driver and handyman?
Yes.

Then there was a Harry Barron and a Charlie Ogston, who
were houseparents?

Yes.

Now, was there also a Mrs?

Yes, but she didn't come until a year or two later.

And again, when she came; was she a houseparent, too?
Yes. Yes.

And you say you recall Mr McHatty, who was a teacher?
Yes, he was the teacher when we first -- and these

people all actually came from the old remand home.
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'Mary', you mention Mr McHatty there; was he a teacher
when you first arrived at Brimmond?

Yes, yes. He had been in the remand home and he was
transferred over to us.

Was he the only teacher who was there when you first
arrived?

Yes. Well ... yes, there would only have been one
teacher in the remand home. It was a very small place,
the remand home. It wasn't anything like the size of
Brimmond.

And I think you tell us, 'Mary', that there were two
cooks. You mentioned Mrs Maitland; is she --

No, Mrs Maitland was the laundry woman.

Apologies, Mrs Maitland was the laundry woman. Then

there was a lady called ?

Yes.

She was no relation to .

and what did [{igi =< I --:

They were domestic staff. And also the children were
expected to keep their rooms tidy and so on. [Nt and
_were responsible for cleaning the
offices and the television room, and all those places.
The dining room and so on.

And you mention, also, a Mrs Tough, is it?
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Mrs Tough. Mrs Tough.

It's always difficult to pronounce these things.

She was a housemother.

So she was a house --

She worked with the girls. She and,
the deputy, were the people who spent the main sort of
times with the girls.

Okay. You go on to tell us, 'Mary', that you were
actually involved in the recruitment of domestic staff
and --

The domestic staff I did interview, yes.

And this 1s at paragraph 68. Now, when you say domestic
staff; would that include the cook or any cooks?
Yes, yves. Yes.

Now, I think we have heard evidence from someone who was
a cook at Brimmond, but this was later on, so this was
in the early 1980s. She has a different name now, but
I think back then she was called Frances Davidson and
she says that you interviewed her for the role as cook,
and gave her that job; do you recall her?

The name is not ringing a bell with me. But there was
a cook came for a short time and that may have been her
name. It's unlike me not to remember names, but

I remember the woman quite clearly.

And you tell us, 'Mary', that you actually inherited
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a lot of the domestic staff from an old people's home --
Yes.

-- which was nearby?
Yes.
You go on to tell us you wouldn't say you were involved
in the supervision, appraisal or evaluation of staff in
any formal way?
No, no.
Now, I think I asked you earlier, 'Mary', whether or not

you would see yourself and your husband as being

of Brimmond, and you said, no, it was your

husband. But, again, this is something that you have
been made aware of: we have heard evidence that the

impression was that you were very much someone who was

of the girls at Brimmond and your husband was
very muchof the boys; does that sound right
to you?

I think we had different roles. My husband was the
person who had the direct contact with social workers,
like, you know, psychologists, psychiatrists, probably
a bit more direct contact with the boys.

A lot of my work was not with the group of girls or
the group of boys; it was with individuals, taking them
to -- as I say, they were constantly going to see

psychologists, psychiatrists. Taking children to
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husband who prepared the coordinated reports to go to
the children's hearing.

But you would go with them to the hearings and you would
be present --

No, we didn't -- no, we didn't usually both go.

Okay, so it would be one or other of you that would go?
Yes.

And when you were at the hearings, 'Mary'; would you
speak to the panel?

Oh yes. We would be asked, you know, to enlarge on the
report and so on.

Now, in relation to staff, I pointed out the part of
your statement, 'Mary', where you say you weren't
involved in the supervision, appraisal or evaluation of
staff in any formal way. But we have heard evidence,
'Mary', that the impression seemed to be that you were
in charge of the female staff and you would tell them
what to do and what you said went. Do you have any
comment on that?

I probably spent more time with the female staff, vyes.
Erm, er, I spent a lot of time in the girls' unit. But
there wasn't a lot of formal supervision and so on going
on. You know, we just all got on with our jobs.

Because we talked about Mrs role at Calder House

earlier, I think you said that she was really in charge
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an appropriate education for that wide range of
children.

And for those children who didn't go to class or get
schooling; would they be expected to do chores all day?
No. No. They would -- as well as the teachers being
there, you had care staff there and they would be, you
know, taking the kids out for a while. A lot of the
children were going off to see psychologists and
psychiatrists, and I'd be taking a group to the dentist
and that kind of thing. You know, you had all these
things to fit in while they were there.

But there would be a period of the day, from what you
are telling us, that children who weren't at school were
expected to carry out chores?

Yes, yes.

Were chores ever used as a punishment at Brimmond?

No, never. Never. No. No. No.

And you have mentioned the types of things that children
would do, 'Mary', sweeping the floor or washing and
drying the dishes; did children ever have to scrub the
floor on their hands and knees?

Yes. I think that it is actually in the report that one
of our domestic staff was a lady called and any

child I ever met who had been in Brimmond would always
ask: is still there?
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The kids got on really well with. She was
a homely, country wifey and she was awfully good with
getting the kids to come away. If they were having
a hard morning, if they were falling out with everybody,

if they were unsettled, occasionallywould say,

'Come on, you come on with me. I could need -- could
help get some help from you. I could help -- get
somebody to help me. I'm doing the stair'.

Now, they weren't put on to scrub the stairs. KPP

was scrubbing the stairs, but the bairns would get
a scrubbing brush and be there with her. But, mostly,
spoke with them.

Now, this may all sound very strange to you, but
that was what happened. They were never put to scrub
the stairs as a punishment and they never scrubbed it
with toothbrushes or nail brushes or anything like that.
Okay.
That's the kind of things that kids would tell the new
kids coming in: 'You'd better behave or they'll make you
scrub the toilet wi' your toothbrush'.
Well, we might come back to --
That's like saying to children: 'If you don't behave,
I'll get the bobby to come and take you away'.

That's the kind of way that it was in those days.

'Mary', thank you for explaining that. We might come

56
















































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

was a girl who was being brought in because there were
not women on duty overnight.

So were there no houseparents who were women on duty
overnight in the girls' flat?

No.

Who would be responsible for girls at night?

Me or the deputy, you know, whichever one of us
was on call.

Okay.

But the girls' wing was right next to where the night
man was on duty. He had a room on the upstairs, which
looked down the main boys' corridor and the adjoining
one was the girls' wing. And if there was any -- you
know, somebody being admitted or a girl saying she was
unwell, he would phone over immediately and I would go
on duty.

Okay. So there were occasions when you had to work in
the evening or in the middle of the night, at Brimmond?
Oh, I was called out many times in the middle of the
night and so was , yes. If abscondees from
somewhere else were brought in or, you know, police had
picked up a girl in some circumstances and brought in,
we would always be called out.

Okay. 'Mary', just to go on a little bit in your

statement, you tell us about taking the children out
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home. For a lot of children, they knew quite well they
would be picked up again, probably within hours, and
brought back. But they just enjoyed a few hours of
going -- mostly, they ran down to the carnies at the
beach, to the fun fair.

And we've talked about the fact already that you have
mentioned the scrubbing of the backstairs and ?
Yes.

We might touch upon that just shortly again. But, at
this section, you say that chores weren't used as

a punishment, as has been described in the statements
that you have seen?

Yes.

In relation to restraint, 'Mary', you tell us, at
paragraph 101, that it was something that was used when
necessary, but you give the example of splitting up
children if there was a fight and a child would then be
put in the isolation room to calm down?

Yes.

But restraint was always used -- sorry, if it was used
it was recorded in the child's notes on the file. And
you can't say how often restraint was used in Brimmond;
is that right?

Yes.

Okay. But you say that most of the kids that came
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through Brimmond would never need to be restrained or
ever see the inside of the isolation room?

Yes, absolutely, yes. No, most of the children would
never have been in the isolation room.

You go on, 'Mary', to tell us that you don't recall

a situation where you had any concerns about Brimmond or
the staff that worked there whilst you were there. You
describe yourselves as being a 'happy crowd'?

Yes, yes.

But I think you comment that you have read the
statements that have been disclosed to you and you make
the point that you now have some concerns?

Yes, yes. You know, I am guite prepared to admit that
I wasn't perfect and I didn't -- I couldn't be
everywhere all the time. And --

In particular, you say you have concerns about what you

might have missed with regards to

Yes, yes.

So we haven't mentioned until now. But was
he someone then who worked at Brimmond whilst you were
there?

Yes, for part of the time that I was there.

What was his role?

He came as a -- just a, you know, a housefather or

whatever.
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girl who came who had been sexually abused?

Yes.

That was the reason she was in Brimmond; that she had
been sexually abused by a family member?

Yes, yes.

And you comment as well, 'Mary', that throughout most of
your time there, proper training wasn't really available
for staff, but that did change and we have already
mentioned the CSS course --

Yes.

-- that qualified individuals to be a residential care
social worker?

Yes.

And that's something that changed during your time
there?

Yes.

You then tell us, 'Mary', about leaving Brimmond. You
say that you left -- and we have been through this, we
won't go over it again, about the dates. But I think
you recollect a date that you left there, but you say

that was because of a relationship you had --

Yes.
Yes.
And you say that's something that came to light -- or
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came to the attention of the authorities and it was felt
better if you were at a different place from one
another; is that right?

Yes, yes.

So did that mean that you went to work somewhere else
and stayed at Brimmond? Or did he, too, go
to work somewhere else?

No, we both left Brimmond.

Okay. And you say, 'Mary', that you were aware that the
children had been talking and that was talking about the
fact that there was a relationship between you and

= ; 1s that right?

Yes.

And you were asked --

I think that --

Sorry.

I think the children had a very false picture of the

situation.

MS FORBES: Okay.

LADY SMITH: But there was a relationship?

Ch yes. Yes.

LADY SMITH: How long did it go on?

Erm, again, I would be making a guess if I said a time.
It wasn't for very long and it was deeply regretted,

I can assure you.
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MS FORBES: When you say it didn't go on for very long,

'Mary' -- and I don't want to dwell on this, because it
is part of your private life -- but do you mean a period
of months or are we talking more than a year?

Perhaps six months. Yes.

And I think you tell --

But I think --

Sorry.

I think the children were imagining a relationship
before one ever existed and imagining one after it had
finished. I was no longer in a relationship with
by the time we were moved.

And you talk, then, about your husband continuing to
work at Brimmond until -- and, again, we have looked at
dates, but it may be that he worked there until about
1983. But we won't dwell on dates too much. But

I think you say he had become increasingly disillusioned
and eventually resigned?

Yes.

And then he went on to work in a unit for disabled
adults in Aberdeen?

Yes.

And then he had a heart attack and retired early?

Yes.

You then go on, 'Mary', to tell us about your employment
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that -- and I think we are aware of this separately --
that the man he names as sexually abusing him was found
guilty later; is that right?

Yes. I believe so. But, by that time, of course, it
was years and years after it had all happened.

Yes, so the police came to see you, at a much later date
after you had left Brimmond, about that?

Oh yes. Oh, years after I had left Brimmond.

Now, you tell us, 'Mary', in the following paragraphs
about some staff at Balgowan and Calder House. I don't
want to go through that with you. We have it there and
we can see what you say.

But, if we go to paragraph 136, you start telling us
about some of the staff who were at Brimmond when you
were there. First of all, you mention your husband.
But I think you make the point that you didn't see him
use corporal punishment, hit or act in any way
inappropriately towards a child; is that right?

Yes.

You did see him assist in restraining a child at
Brimmond, but you say restraint is not something that
happened regularly?

That's correct.

You tell us, 'Mary', about someocne called

FFI , at paragraph 138.
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paragraph 143, and you tell us a little bit more about
KEF . Again, you say you never witnessed him
behaving in a way which you thought was abusive towards
the children, but you say:

'I do recall the children used to speak about him
going around with a baseball bat, which he did, but it
was only used for playing rounders, as far as I know.'

So I just wanted to ask you about that, 'Mary'. You
say he went around with a baseball bat; do you mean he
went around Brimmond with a baseball bat?

Yes. When they were outside on the field playing
rounders, he had a baseball bat.

What about when he was inside?

No, I don't think so. I don't recall him ...

But I think you tell us that this was a story he told,
whether it was true or not you don't know, that he had
been in the SAS, and you think the children saw him as
a tough guy and there was a bit of idolisation?

Yes.

You say, though, 'Mary', that he was probably a stricter
disciplinarian than the others would be, but only in
that he expected the kids to do as they were told.

When you say he was a 'stricter disciplinarian';
what would he do if children behaved in a way that he

didn't like?
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He would just insist that they did do what they were
told. He had -- he was guite a strong personality.

You are aware of allegations that have been disclosed to
you that talk about children being assaulted by him,
being injured, having bruises, and I think your position
you tell us, 'Mary', in your statement, is that you
never saw that kind of thing?

No, I never saw children bruised and ... and ... no.

But you do make the point, 'Mary', that you can't say
that didn't happen because you weren't everywhere all
the time?

No.

I just want to ask you about something that you said
earlier, 'Mary', in your evidence, where you said,
thinking back, it's made you, perhaps, have some
concerns about G-

Yes. I think just the number of times that he seemed to
get mentioned. But, on the other hand, I was being
mentioned regularly and most of what was being said
about me just simply wasn't true, so I don't know.

You also say, 'Mary', about someone who was called-
being referred to in statements, and you say you didn't
know anyone by that name who worked at Brimmond, and you

believe that they would be referring to?

They may have been referring tolSillll because
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I certainly don't remember a-.
Okay. And you tell us about some of the houseparents.
We have that there, so I am not going to go through that

with you.

You mention somebody called who was
a houseparent, and we have talked about the

already?
Yes.
Then you mention a Mr , at paragraph 155, who

you say taught the boys a bit of boxing?

Yes, but that was a very normal thing in those days.
When you say he taught the boys a bit of boxing, 'Mary';
how did he do that?

Oh, a bit of sparring down in the gym in an evening, you
know.

Was this something the boys wanted to do?

Ch yes. Yes. Yes.

So was 1t ever --

Yes; I =-

SO¥LY.

When I worked in the approved school down in Birmingham,
there was a boxing league for all the approved schools
in the Midlands. They had regular boxing matches
throughout the winter months. You know, it was Jjust

something that boys did in those days.
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A.

Were you ever aware of it being used for boys to sort
out their problems with one another?

No, no, no, no. I -- no, I had no ...

Were you ever aware of boys being forced to box?

No.

Ckay.

No, no, no.

Going forward, then, 'Mary', to paragraph 158, you talk
about a, who was a houseparent, and we have
mentioned his wife earlier as well. But you make the

point there were two Mr -‘r there was and his
brother-?

es.

=

And -was the night man?

Yes.

So he worked each night from about 10 o'clock until

8.00 am?

Yes.

'Mary', we are now going to just go through some parts
of the rest of your statement, where you talk about some
specific allegations. ©Now, I am not going to go through

all of them, because we have dealt with some of these

things as we have been going.
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0.

He has made allegations in his statement, some of
them involve you. You have been given the details of
that. I think he's somebody you remember; is that
right?

Oh, I certainly do.
Yes, and I think --
Yes.

-- we have talked about his allegations and the fact
that he says that when he arrived, he was told to take
off his clothes and didn't want to do that, didn't want
to strip off in front of you and and that
he was taken a hold of by you and and his clothing
ripped from him. You have told us about that and you
have said you would never have done that; is that right?
That's right.

However, goes on -- this is at paragraph 163 of
your statement, I think, if we go forward. Yes,
paragraph 163.

He talks about you coming into bedrooms at night and
touching his fore brow, telling him to be good. Then
kissing him on the lips and he says that you kissed
every boy on the lips and that you did that when you
were by yourself; did that happen?

Absolutely not.

I think you say, 'Mary', that there might have been the
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application and that was it.'

But we have talked about that, 'Mary', already, and
you have answered my guestions about whether or not you
think that that was appropriate.

I mean, it was only one occasion and it was not outside

the surgery. It was upstairs.

Again, moving on, then, from we go to a boy who
is referred to, for our purposes, as 'Adrian'. This is

from paragraph 168. I think he is somebody you also
remember. He talks about the relationship that he was

aware of between you and. I think in

relation to that, paragraph 169, you tell us that,
although you did have a relationship with ,
it is something you deeply regret and you make the
point, 'Mary':

'"If there is one thing in my life I could change, it
would be that.'

Is that how you feel?
Absolutely.
He, too, 1s someone who talks about showers. I have
asked you about that and your position is that you
wouldn't go into the showers when boys were there
showering or offer to put shampoo in their hair. So we
have your position on that.

Now, moving forward, then, 'Mary', to someone who we
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would even suggest such a thing.

MS FORBES: Now, my Lady, I don't have tco much more,
perhaps ten or 15 minutes. But, perhaps, this is a time
for lunch.

LADY SMITH: I think we have -- 'Mary', we have been
gquestioning you for quite a long time. We have almost
finished, but I think it would be better if you had
a lunch break now, then we finish off, as Ms Forbes
said, with just another 10 or 15 minutes at 2 o'clock;
is that okay with you?

A. Yes, fine by me.

LADY SMITH: Right, let's give you a break now.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: And then we will complete your evidence at
2.00.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Before I rise for lunch, I want to catch up on

names of people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order: [Haleslis . the

FFI . They are not to be identified outside
this room as having been referred to in our evidence.
Thank you.

(1.04 pm)
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been shown to you that one person in particular has
alleged that if they were in the cell, they would be
stripped naked and put in there. I think you comment
that that's not something that you are ever aware of
happening?

I can't imagine why anybody would be stripped naked to
go into the secure room --

Okay.

-- you know.

What would they be wearing when they were in the secure
room?

Just their jeans and their jumper.

And would there ever be an occasion when a child would
be in there with someone else?

No, no.

So children didn't go in there in multiples?

There wouldn't be two children in there, never.

Now, 'Mary', there is one other thing I wanted to ask
you about in relation to something that you weren't
aware of, I think, at the time of making your statement
and that goes back to the boy that we have referred to
as 'Shane', who I think you recall. I think you are now
aware of the fact that 'Shane' made an allegation about
KEF . The allegation was that he had pointed

a gun in his face and then hit him with the butt of the
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gun, which he describes as a rifle, and that you were
there when that happened and you witnessed that.

Now, did that happen?
Not that I remember.
Well, if that --
I do remembertaking a group of boys, on a few
occasions, out shooting rabbits, but he was actually
asked not to do that.
So you were aware that --
I don't remember seeing -- being -- you know, that
incident.
So [N did have a rifle or access to a rifle?
He did hae a rifle, yes.
But if something like that had happened; would you have
remembered that?
I would have thought so. But, as I've said quite
clearly, you know, in my statement, this was a boy who
lived in fantasy land.
Now, 'Mary', just before we finish up, I just want to
quickly go back, briefly, to something that was said by
the cook that we mentioned. I know you said you don't
remember this lady, Frances Davidson, although you do
remember a cook who worked there for a short period of
time that you were involved in giving the job to; is

that right?
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Yes, I would have been, but I can't remember the name.
We have mentioned this, but she had the idea, I think,
that really you were in Brimmond. I think,
though, that we have your evidence on that, that that
might have been what people perceived.

She would have seen me as being of her. My
husband really didn't have direct dealings with the
domestic staff, the cook.

And there is one thing that she talked about in relation
to you and your family that we haven't mentioned to you
yet, but you are aware of this. That's that she said
that you and your family would essentially treat the
food in the kitchen and the larder and the cupboards as
your own and you would just help yourselves; do you have
any comment to make about that, 'Mary'?

Yes, we lived there and had board and lodgings, if you
know what I mean.

So, from your point of view, that's something that
happened; you would use food from the kitchen in
Brimmond?

Well, it would be a tin of beans or something like that.
You know, our main meals were just whatever was going.
But this idea that -- the word she used was 'raiding'
the cupboard and the larder for food?

No, no, no.
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paragraph 203, that you have a fond memory of Brimmond
and, even though you have found this process hard, that
Brimmond is still the place that you loved and you feel
proud of the work that you tried to do there?

I do. I sincerely feel that. Even the other day I was
thinking about it and I thought: despite how hard this
last few months have been, thinking in these negative
ways, I loved working at Brimmond. And I had the

greatest of admiration for what my husband did.

MS FORBES: Well, 'Mary', thank you very much for answering

all my questions. I know it can't have been easy.

Is there anything you want to add that you haven't
had a chance to say?
Yes, I would just like to say that I was clearing out
some old photographs and birthday cards and things the
other day and I came on a letter from
which he wrote to me from Glenochil, and what he says in
that letter is so at a variance with what he has said in
that statement. He was expressing gratitude for what we
tried to do; apologising for the mess he was continuing
to make of his life; talking about having paid a visit
and how nice it had been to see us all. Saying, 'Give
my regards to the staff', you know. And that's what
I comfort myself with -- is that the positive things

that have been said to me over the last years far

123


















10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q.

I suppose the other big theme -- there are certainly
more than two themes in the evidence this week, but the
other, perhaps, stand-out one, as it were, is the use of
physical violence and physical abuse, which has been
described as constant, as being something that was
normalised. And I think, perhaps most strikingly,
violence by a particular member of staff, .
One of the applicants describes being -- he said:

'He battered us about like we were rag dolls.'

And even a fairly neutral witness, Sara Reid, who
wasn't a child in care and, I suppose, was to some
extent protected, a protected child, saw him as -- she
not only saw an incident of serious violence, but
thought he was a big bully and was an aggressively vocal
chap. This was the person who was supposedly ex-army,
or ex-SAS.

I suppose among the things that emergesz from that is
the idea that it is quite hard to see that other staff
wouldn't have been aware, at least, that was
a bullying sort of person, that he was an aggressively
vocal sort of person, as I think Ms Reid put it. One
might wonder whether staff might not -- or should not
have then questioned his suitability as a care worker?
In my view they should have. And I think what some of

the testimony would actually say is that actually that
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behaviour almost became normalised, as you have said,
and actually replicated by other staff, not simply by
The third thing that I have picked out -- again, as

I say, I am sure there are other issues that we might
want to pick up on, but a fairly constant theme,
certainly throughout the 1970s and 1980s, seems to have
been what appears to be -- I think it could fairly be
described as seriously unprofessional behaviour by
certain members of staff. Relationships between

staff -- senior staff behaving with young people, if not
necessarily abusively, then certainly improperly; is
that something that you would accept or agree with?

I would accept that fully around it. And I think the
other observations I would make is there was a lack of
oversight and, actually, checks and balances in terms of
drawing this behaviour out and making it far more
transparent. We shouldn't have to, you know, wait years
for this to happen. This should have been unearthed at
the time through the 1970s and the 1980s and indeed into
the 1990s, as well.

It may be a very obvious question with a very obvious
answer, but: what are the dangers where there is just

a sort of laxity in relationships between staff and

between staff and young people?
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Absolutely. As I said, I have been in Aberdeen now for
25 years. I know that one of the testaments that is
given, I knew him as an adult through issues in relation
to his own children. That individual, I think, was

a very likeable man, but he had real problems. He had
addiction needs and he had anger issues as well. It
doesn't take away the fact that actually, at his core,
he was a nice person, but, actually, he was not equipped
to care for his children at that point of time. And the
antecedents of that are our responsibility. We bear
some of that responsibility for the fact that he was
unable to care for his children.

Thank you. Moving on to a different issue, I suppose

a different theme, actually, that's emerged this week,
which is education. There were a couple of documents,
Graeme, that I wasn't able to find or put my hands on,
on Tuesday.

The first is a document, which is now
WIT-3-000005776. I'm afraid the copy of this is very
faded. 1It's a document that we got from Mrs Morrell,
who you will remember we had some material from. I have
had the advantage, I think the advantage, of a hard
copy. But this, we see, is a letter from
at Brimmond, we think to the director of social work,

dated September 1974, 12 September 1974 -- I beg your
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And Mr goes on:

'"There may only be 14 or 15 children who have
[I think probably] any lessons. There are certainly ten
or more who get no schooling here.'

He says:

'Some youngsters attend ...'

I think would that be Bankhead Academy?

A. Yes.

Q. '... from this unit and in which social workers
[possibly] in relation to which social workers appear to
feel under pressure from members of the Children's Panel
to ensure that children continue to receive as full [not
sure what that is] ... education while ...’

LADY SMITH: 'As full as possible an education', maybe?

MR SHELDON: Possibly, my Lady, yes.

'... whilst studying here. As a result some
children may go to school from Brimmond before they have
reached that level of emotional and social ability.'

LADY SMITH: 'Stability'?

MR SHELDON: I am sorry, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: 'Social stability. Emotional and social
stability’.

MR SHELDON: The length of the word, I think that must be
right, my Lady, yes:

'... without which academic progress is virtually
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impossible [something] ... of further deviant conduct is
considerable.’

'"The risk', I think, 'of further deviant conduct is
considerable'. He then goes on to say something quite
interesting:

'Our growing confidence in the judgements we make in
the circumstances should tend to reduce unsuitable
placements of this kind.'

And he goes on to say:

'Ideally I think we need at least one more full-time
teacher.'

And he draws a comparison with Calder House,
Blantyre, where, of course, thehad worked
prior to coming to Brimmond.

I want to pick up on the sentence before that, where
he says:

'"Our growing confidence in the judgements we make

should tend to reduce unsuitable placements.'

Does it appear from that that Mr, and
possibly Mrs, too, are themselves making

judgements about whether children should receive
mainstream schooling or not?

Yes, I think that goes back to some of the -- sort of
the intentions of the Brimmond --

Brimmond Assessment Centre, part of that would be to
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This is a letter to Mrs Morrell from George Keith,
who was then, we see, headteacher at Brimmond. It is
dated October 1978, so this i1s a few years into the
operation of Brimmond, and he says:

'Mr has recently asked me to provide
details relating to educational provisional at Brimmond.
This I am always delighted to do because for too long,
people have been denied access to, or lacked interest
in, what we, the teaching staff, do with children for
most of the day-time during week days.

'Panel members, along with the majority of wvisitors
to this establishment, are told about what we do by
someone who has no responsibility for education. This
has always struck me as a strange situation and one
I have offered to remedy by contributing to the guided
tour. "

Just pausing there, it seems fairly clear from that,
that he is feeling shut out of the system or contact
with the outside world, in showing people what was being
done at Brimmond?

That would be my reading of that paragraph.

When one might think that education would be one of the
pivotal roles to be undertaken there?

And certainly Children's Panel members have always

placed attention to the education provision of young
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So it is slightly speculative, but does it appear
that the frustrations, which are evident from that
letter, seems to have not only continued, but perhaps
got worse?

Yes, it does. I mean, there may have been peaks and
troughs in that period of time when relations were
there, but I couldn't comment with certainty. But it
certainly would appear that over the six years period,
between 1979 and 1985, there were continuing challenges
between how social work and how education services were
working collaboratively to better meet the needs of
children and young people.

Yes. Just finally on the subject of education, we heard

evidence this morning about the difficulties -- and this
SNR

-- about difficulties of providing
education for a constantly moving or changing group of
children, just because of the high turnover. Is that

a fair point? How is that dealt with now, if indeed it
is still an issue?

I don't see it being an issue today, but it is a fair
point. You know, that when -- as I said on Tuesday,

I think the intention of the assessment centre at
Brimmond was for children to be there for about 12 to 14

weeks for that assessment of their needs to be
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thought that traveller parents couldn't or weren't
looking after their children.'

And she goes on to give an example:

'There were a couple of girls who were traveller
children who ran away to London. Their father drank.
They had two older sisters who had houses in Aberdeen.
They were brought to the hearing as being in need of
care and protection. They were great children. The
sisters wanted to take the children. Social work
wouldn't pay a foster allowance. They wanted to take
them into care. The girls didn't need to go into the
care system. They were perfectly well-adjusted and were
better with their own folk, rather than being put in
a children's home. Eventually, social work decided they
wouldn't pay a full foster care allowance, but would pay
some money to keep the girls in their sisters' homes.'

So that's the first piece, Graeme. The second is
evidence that we heard from the applicant 'James', who
told us about being introduced to his extended family
after his time in care, his traveller family, and the
contrast that that provided with the violent environment
that he had experienced as a young child, and perhaps
even more so when he was in local authority care.

Perhaps two things there: the first, perhaps, about
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You will recall the chapter of evidence that we
heard about Robert Hannah, who abused 'Shane' in the
1970s. He is later convicted. And then we had evidence
from the 1980s, really quite -- relatively late 1980s,
about a befriender,, who, I think in your
words, was clearly behaving inappropriately and trying
to gain some influence over this young person that we
looked at. Clearly, with some risk factors there.

Would it be fair to say that those around, the
professionals around that situation, seemed to be
behaving with a degree of naivety?

I think you're right. I would describe Mr's
behaviour as grooming. I think it's very classic
grooming behaviours, I think is the term I would use
today to add to that. I think the passages that you
shared with me on Tuesday recognised that.

Mrs Schofield, at that point in time, was suspicious
of this man's intentions and was trying to manage his
relationship with the young person concerned. And
I think that was insightful and, you know, was right to
be done, in terms of that.

That said, how this man had come out of working
within the residential environment as well -- we do know
that actually sometimes people have -- who have ill

intent will actually try and, you know, find ways into
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He says, at paragraph 8:

'The outside doors were locked all the time and had
to be unlocked by staff using keys. There were metal
bars just outside all of the windows, so they could only
be opened a couple of inches.'

He says -- he describes the other children who were
in the home at the time. At the end of paragraph 9, he
says:

'We only had a chance to interact with the girls at
the weekend or when the staff took us all for a walk.
Otherwise we never really saw them.'

Paragraph 10, he talks about some members of staff,

many of whom are names we've heard before.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: He does say that Mrwas about 63 and he

was a lovely guy. He says:

'Overall, I would say there were about 15 members of
staff. There was a dinner lady who looked after our
meals. Her name was and she was also a domestic.
The cook was younger woman, about 28, and she was
a lovely woman.'

Paragraph 11, again taking that guite short, my
Lady, he says that he and his social worker arrived at

about 8 or 9 o'clock at night and were met by the

ERL-ERM , Wwho he says were initially quite nice to him.
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'Bedtime was at 9 o'clock for everyone.'

And again reading short, he says:

'It was a bit of a relief when the bedroom door was
locked because you could have a bit of a laugh and
a joke with the other boys. You had to knock if you
needed out through the night and a member of staff would
come. There were two night shift staff on duty at the
end of the corridor.

'We went for breakfast every day about §.30. The
girls never ate with us. They either ate just before us
or just after us. We had to queue and pick our food up
from a counter. was the boss in the kitchen. She
was a horrible woman. She would have a big wooden spoon
and would rattle it on the table and shout her orders.'

Reading short, he says:

'Generally the food was all right. The cook was
guite good and the food was basic, but fine. There was
no choice. If you didn't like what was served to you
there was no alternative.'

Paragraph 16, again taking that short, he =zays:

'We couldn't shower just when we wanted to. There
were specific times like after the gym or on the set
shower days. We all wore the same clothes which had
been given to us. It was plimsolls, jeans, jersey and

a Parka jacket. It was like a uniform and we all wore
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the same colours.'

Again, taking that short, my Lady, he says,
paragraph 18:

'We finished in the school about quarter to four.

We then had a period of time when we could sit in the TV
room before our tea was ready. There were some board
games that we could play, but I don't remember any
books. There were magazines like National Geographic.
There was a football pitch outside, but we couldn't just
go out on our own. It was always an organised activity
with staff.

'We regularly went to the swimming pool at Aboyne,
or we went into Aberdeen City Centre. The only downside
is we wore the clothes they gave us and we stuck out as
coming from a home because it was like jail clothes.

I enjoyed this time away from Brimmond because I hated
every minute there. Every Friday morning we had to get
changed into our shorts and t-shirt and we ran down the
hill to Bucksburn, which was about a mile away. 1In
Bucksburn, there was a sports centre called the Beacon.
We used to go in there and did various things like
trampolining, football and other things like that. We
were there for about an hour and a half then we ran back

up the hill to Brimmond. did this, and he

did it army style, barking out his orders.
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'We went to classes from Monday to Friday and we
started at 9 o'clock. The teachers were only there
during the day and only came in to teach. I had
a female teacher and she was a lovely lady. She was
very kind and brought in sweets for us. I can't
remember her name. There were only five of us in her
class. She taught us English, maths and art. She was
a really good teacher and she was probably the one

person who I could trust. Being in that classroom was

like a refuge. I felt safe and comfortable in there
away from[CNl ‘vt knew it would all start again

when we left.'

At paragraph 21, he talks about healthcare and says
he remembers getting taken to a health centre in
Bucksburn at some point for a check up. He mentions
church services, but says it wasn't compulsory. He
says, paragraph 23:

'On a Saturday and Sunday we were given chores to
do. It was just general cleaning. We swept the floors
with a brush and a dustpan, cleaned the windows, doors
and the rooms downstairs. I don't remember seeing any
cleaners in there. I think we did it all. We didn't
get any pocket money for all the work that we did.'

He wasn't there over Christmas or have a birthday

when he was there. He says, at paragraph 25:
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'My father came down to see me around six weeks into
my time there.'

Reading short, his social worker came, too:

'"Fiona wanted to have a meeting with me and my
parents. [E8 came in and just stood there, so
he was asked to go away. He had no right to be there.

I was told that it had been decided that I should stay
at Brimmond until_and because I was 16

in - I would be finished. I burst into tears and
Fiona left the room. I decided that I was going to tell
my dad and my step mum about, but just at
that moment |33 came back in the room. Because he
was there, I couldn't bring myself to tell them. That
was the only time they visited me.'.

He says he was allowed a phone call once a week. He
talks about the bedroom he was in, at paragraph 27:

'There were three beds, a carpet and curtains.

There was nothing else in that room apart from a pot
under the bed to go to the toilet through the night.

The staff knew that the best way of keeping order at
Brimmond and keeping everyone happy was by having

a plentiful supply of tobacco. We all got as much as we
wanted. Tobacco came in from the o0il rigs and it was
duty free, so Brimmond was swamped with it. I didn't

have any personal possessions.'
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He says, at paragraph 28, he never ran away,
although he did think about it. Staff gave them
cigarettes, so they wouldn't run away.

29:

' was the discipline system at Brimmond.
If anyone misbehaved they would either be sent to see
KEF or he would be called for, even if he was
off duty.

'The day after I arrived, I was told that I wasn't
going to be going to school that week, but would be
starting on the following Monday. When everyone else
was going off to school, I was told that I would be
cleaning. I was given a bucket of warm water, a bar of
carbolic soap, a scrubbing brush and a cloth by
the domestic. I was given the job of cleaning the
stairs and I did that for about half an hour and
I became really upset and started crying. Mrs
came downstairs and asked me what was wrong.'

Reading short, he said that he was homesick and
cleaned all morning:

'Mrstried to make me feel better and said
she would organise a day out or something like that for
me. At lunchtime, I had my lunch and in the afternoon
I was made to do more cleaning. I cleaned for the next

two days whilst all the other boys went to school.
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'That day, I heard others talking about.

He wasn't there for the first three days that I was
there and I was warned about him. I was told that he
was ex-army, that he was a hard nut and that if I messed
about in there, he would have my head in my hands.

I was advised to keep out of his way.

'turned up on the Saturday or Sunday that
weekend. He was about 43 and was English. He was five
foot six and was always well dressed. He often wore
a cowboy hat. He came straight up to me that first day
and shook my hand. He asked me if he knew who he was
I told him he was Mr, but he just replied, "I am
your fucking worst nightmare". He showed me the cell at
that time. It had a red floor and had concrete block in
the middle and there was a metal toilet. He told me if
there was any misbehaviour that is where I would end up.
He said to me if I fucked about in Brimmond it would
just be me and him in the cell to sort it out. I took
that as a threat straight away.

'On the Sunday, Mrs eldest son approached
me and told me we were going to watch a game of football
at Pittodrie. BAberdeen were playing another team, who
I can't remember. After the match I said I thought it
was rubbish and that I wasn't interested in football and

that I preferred rugby. That was a big mistake. At the
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breakfast table the following morning, got

into me about what I said about the football. He told
me I was "an ungrateful cunt" in front of all the other
children. He ranted on for ages about it.

' was a horrible man. He regularly

called me a "fat bastard” and a "lump of lard". He said
this in front of, but, to be honest, he was
just as bad. &S was about 25. He had ginger
hair and a ginger beard. [SSd was careful about
what he did and said in front of most of the other
staff, but he knew he could do what he wanted. Almost
all the other staff used[3s 's name as a threat and
they were frightened of him. I think the only ones who

is didn't use's name was Dave Rennie, Mr,

the cook and my teacher.

'regularly threatened children with's

name and, on top of that, was a bully. He was
arrogant and obnoxious and didn't have a good word to
say about anybody. He threatened us every day that if

we stepped out of line we would be "seen to" by

KEF . [There was a] little black boy who was
from Fraserburgh bore the brunt of a lot of 's

behaviour. He would make racist comments all the time
to [this boy].

'There was one time when I was in the class and the
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female teacher was there. I could hear outside
in the corridor and he was shouting at [this particular
boy] ... who was about 10 years old. I am not sure why
he was shouting at him, but he was calling him a little
black bastard, a spear-chucker, a coon, and other things
like that. He was screaming that if he heard any more

from [this boy] ... he would end up in the cell.

I never actually saw but it was definitely his
voice. I spoke to [the boy] afterwards and he was

really upset and was crying. My teacher obviously saw
and heard this incident, but she just shook her head and
did nothing.

'Around October, we were playing baseball outside.
One of the older boys had the baseball bat and he
walloped the ball and it went way over the building.
Another boy said that he would get it and he ran round.
[this second boy] ... must have had a Forrest Gump
moment and decided to keep running and he didn't come
back. He ran away down the hill and he was away. We
were all told get into the house and the police were
contacted. About 11.30 that night, I heard [the boy who
had absconded] ... screaming. I heard him getting
dragged into the building and into the cell. I heard

[him] ... shouting at to leave him alone,

but continued leathering him. I couldn't see what
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UG was doing, but there was no doubt was
battering him. In the morning, we saw the boy and he
had bruises on his face. He looked like he had been
crying all night, too. had really leathered him.
KEF came into the dining room and said something
like: "this is what happens if you run away". [The boy]
... was 1in tears at the table.

'Probably the worst incident that happened was on
a Monday or Tuesday evening and by that time it was
into October. [Three of us] ... were in our bedroom.
We were all having a laugh in the room. It wasn't late,
maybe about 9.30. Our bedroom door was locked. All of
a sudden the door opened and was standing there.
He said: "What is all the noise about you fucking
cunts?" He then told us to get out of our beds, so we

did, and he took us up to the night office at the end,

where Mr and Mrs were. He told the
that he had toothache and all these three

"cunts" thought it was funny to keep him awake. He told
them to make us all stand there for an hour. RS

then started to walk out of the office, but, on the way,
he punched all three of us in the face. He punched me

first, then [the two other boys]. [One of the boys]

fell to the floor. He then carried on out and went to
his room. The made us stand there for
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an hour, just ashad told them to. The next
morning, told us that we had got what we deserved
for being "smart cunts" and that we shouldn't fuck with
him. As usual, he must have felt guilty, because he
gave us some tobacco.

KEF verbally abused anyone and everyone in there
at every opportunity. It was relentless. He was
abusive, racist, discriminatory, and intimidating. He
was a bully. He would call us all "cunts, "shitbags,
"bastards" and other things like that. The only relief
we ever got was when wasn't there. It must have
been the way the shifts were that every now and then he
had three days off. I think he worked four 12-hour
shifts and then had three days off. He never worked
a night shift. Although he usually stayed in the
building, sometimes he would go away for these three
days. There was a different atmosphere when he wasn't
there. There was a feeling of serenity.

'I have been trying to think of how best to describe
KEF and of any occasion when was nice or it
felt that he had any empathy towards children. There
might have been one or two occasions, but no more. The
vast majority of staff in Brimmond didn't have any

empathy, although maybe one or two did. The

certainly didn't show any love. Dave
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Rennie, the teacher, Dennis McAllister, the cook, and
maybe Mr were the only ones that ever showed any
affection.

'I cannot emphasise enough how horrible a man

was. All the children, including myself,

lived in fear of him. Even the staff were afraid of
him. Just the sound of his voice in the corridor made
you worry about what he was going to come in and do. If
[l hacn't been there, Brimmond would have been

a different place and definitely wouldn't have been

a fear-driven environment.

'I don't consider Brimmond to be an assessment
centre. I think it was more of a juvenile prison and
I was there to be punished. I was not aware of being
assessed in any way.

'211 the other staff must have known what was
up to, but none of them ever did anything about him.
Even my teacher knew, because of the time [the
particular boy we heard about who had run away] ... was
crying in class after that time he ran away and [N
beat him up. She did nothing about it. Sometimes we
spoke to her and asked if she could do something about
the way abused us. She said she would tell
someone and do something about it. She never did.

'"There was no complaint mechanism in place. I was
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frightened to say anything to anybody, otherwise it
could have got me into more trouble. The staff were too
frightened of do anything. Mrs
wouldn't do anything, because she was having an affair
with him. Mr was all brains, but with very

little common sense.

'Whenhad toothache and punched me, [and
the two other boys] ... in front of the ,

they didn't do or say anything about what he did. They
did absolutely nothing.'

Taking this next part short, my Lady, 'Alex' leaves
Brimmond in_ 1978. He was told in the last line
that he had done his time and now had a clean bill of
health.

My Lady, he got a Jjob on leaving Brimmond, but seems
to have become somewhat withdrawn. He felt hurt over
everything that had happened.

At that stage, he had a girlfriend and wasn't in
trouble with the police. But his parents bought another
house and there wasn't room for him, so he was basically
homeless at the age of 20. At that point, he began
getting into alcohol and drugs. He got involved with
the wrong crowd and got into what he describes as
a 'downward spiral'. For a while he worked in a holiday

camp as a cook. He moved to Dundee and then back to
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his old friends who was still there]. I phoned before
I got there and spoke to Mrs to ask if I could

visit. I made sure wasn't going to be

there. She said he was away. I took my friend some
colouring pens. I was made to feel very welcome by
Mr and Mrs [ESHN =nd I stayed for a couple of hours.
KEF wasn't there, but my friend said things were
just as bad with him and things hadn't changed. He was
in tears when I left him. I felt very sad for him when

I was walking away, knowing he was still suffering at

and give him a cup of tea. About a week after
I arrived, I had been cleaning I caught them, let's just
say 1n a passionate embrace and they were kissing.
Later on, approached me two hours later when he
approached me and grabbed me by the throat. He told me
that I hadn't seen anything. He then gave me some
tobacco and cigarette papers, and walked away with
a smile on his face. It was well known by all the
children that[[Ei and Mrs RN vexe having
an affair. We could hear them sometimes at night.'

He says, reading short again, paragraph 74, it is
the usual declaration, my Lady, and he has signed the

statement.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR SHELDON: There is one more read-in, my Lady, it is
a short one.

LADY SMITH: And it is very short. This is somebody who was
in Brimmond for no more than three nights.

MR SHELDON: Something like that, my Lady, yes.

LADY SMITH: Something like that.

MR SHELDON: There is some other material in it, but it can
be taken very short, my Lady, if necessary.

LADY SMITH: Let's just do it, and concentrate on the
Brimmond element. Thank you.

MR SHELDON: So my Lady, this is the statement of 'Isla'.

'Isla’ (read).
MR SHELDON: The refer is WIT-1-000001335.
'Isla' had, as so many of our applicants have, had
a difficult childhood, and found herself in foster care,
where she reports some physical abuse, and highly
inappropriate borderline sexual abuse around bathing and
toileting. Sorry, I should have said that 'Isla' was
born in 1966.
She is then back with her mother for a spell, but

her mother ended up with an abusive partner, and she
found herself, along with her sister, being in

a children's home in Aberdeen. EtUSEWALEUTITIEERGR-YsITll R C

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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She is now aged about 12, so around 1978.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She says that her friend had been at Brimmond
before.

"... and I had heard of it. I was terrified.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published |atcHEE T e put into the

police wvan and taken away to Brimmond. I was crying and

begging not to go there.'

It's not entirely clear when this was, my Lady, but
she says she was about 14 when she was at the children's
home.

LADY SMITH: I saw that.
MR SHELDON: So this would have been about 1980 or 1981,
I think.
Paragraph 112, she says:

"The only staff name I know was Mr , and he
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was the man who was of the home. We knew from
previous residents about the physical and sexual abuse
that had taken place there. [ESS, the gym teacher,

I don't know his surname, abused girls and beat boys.

'As soon as we arrived I was taken from the police
van straight to the cells, just like the ones you have
in a police station. [My friend] was placed in another
room, which was in the corridor. The cell I was placed
in was accessed through a door in the corridor. This
door led to a very small hallway. There was a bathroom
and sink off the hallway. The cell was also accessed
off this small hallway. There was a perspex window in
the cell, a wooden bench and a potty. The way it was
designed is the cell was actually right next to the one
where [my friend] had been placed.

'I spent the whole of my time in the cell and do not
know what the routine would have been as a normal
resident within Brimmond House. When it was getting
dark in the evening the lights were put on. About
9 o'clock a woman officer, I never found out her name,
would come in and I was given a mattress which was
filled with a sawdust like material. This mattress was
packed tight, and really uncomfortable. A sheet, pillow
and a grey blanket were also handed over. They were all

put on top of the wooden bench. There was no toilet in
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totally broken, and I would have done anything not to
get in to trouble again. When [my friend] came out of

the cell he was covered in black and blue bruises and

a burst mouth. EaeUCEERENTILERRCRLRIEELEEICT
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
SELGUCEWRRRUBENS [5ter in 1ife, probably as a result of his

time in care, [my friend] committed suicide after being

addicted to heroin.'

And they were sent back then to the children's

hostel, or home, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She says a lot about her life after care, my Lady,

and says at paragraph 177 that -- sorry, should say 176:
'As a result of the constant abuse from adults who
were caring for me, I find it really difficult to trust
people. My whole self esteem has been affected.
I always thought my husband would leave me as I felt
I was different from everyone else, and I never felt
good enough. I always believed he would find someone
better than me.'
177
'My experiences in care have never left me. I have

talked about some of those experiences with my family

and some close friends but never gone through about my
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LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: -- and worked in the field of residential
childcare, and relates particular incidents around that,
but in particular says at paragraph 187:

'We need to stop placing children in certain care
placements purely for financial reasons. The placements
should be centred on the needs of the children. When
a child is in care they should be cared for and nurtured
to help promote their self esteem. The right people
need to be employed in the care system, by doing this
they will look after the needs of the children. Every
child in care is unigque, some are more resilient than
others, but all were treated the same.'

And she has made the usual declaration, my Lady, and
signed the statement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR SHELDON: That is all, my Lady. We have concluded the
oral evidence and the read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Well done. That's very helpful.

One last name, his identity is
protected by my General Restriction Order and he is not
to be identified outside of this room.

Quick preview of next week, do we have that to
offer?

MR SHELDON: So I am reminded, my Lady, there are two live
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