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a child who's running away from home, they come into the
assessment centre, they continue to run away from home.
What does that tell you?

It tells you the child is running from something or
to something, but it doesn't tell you what. So, as
a concept, I think it was a strange one.
And you will also bear in mind that she did say, as
well, that apart from being a bit disillusioned when she
went there, there wasn't a lot of preparation and
training. She said that she and who,
I think, was a senior assessment officer by title --
Yes.
-- had to institute their own training for the centre,
and also supervision?
That's correct. And is someone that I know.
So she was a qualified social worker, as was Johanna.
Yes.
So I think what happened was we had qgualified social
workers who came with their professional knowledge and
training and they believed that that should formulate
the training programme for the staff. But staff had
been recruited as general residential staff or as
assessment officers, and there wasn't a comprehensive
training programme to ensure they had the required

skills, knowledge, or ability to discharge that
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perhaps, the current residential placement that the
child was in; 1s that what you take from that?

Yes. And, again, as I take you into my early days of my
career, there were further documentation in the --
'86/'87/'88, which very clearly reestablish that as
principle. So, obviously, something hadn't changed,
because there then became a clear principle that

said: children should be seen at home. That's where the
assessment should take place. If they can't be assessed
in the normal, short intervention with a single social
worker, there was what's called community assessment,
and that only in exceptional circumstances should

a residential assessment in one of the two assessment
centres that were still operational at that point be
utilised.

I think you have in mind 'home and away'?

That's exactly it, yes.

That was the strategy for the 1980s, which very much
criticised, based on apparent research, the concept or
use of assessment centres for assessment?

It did. And, actually, you mentioned
earlier, andwas one of the senior officers who
drove that change. And I do sometimes wonder if her
experience in Newfield, in her early days, influenced

her decision to practice differently and change practice
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A.

Q.

this whole briefing, there was a note of additional
concerns. Against a background, I think, that there had
already been some press interest in Newfield and I think
the assumption was that that interest will continue and
might escalate or become more significant. And indeed
it might generate further allegations from former
residents.

What it then tells us about is that during the
period -- it says from 1981 to 1991, I think it is
correct to say that the probable period was 1983 to
1981 -- that another person called also
worked in Newfield. It is said that he was convicted of
sexual offences against children in Inverclyde, not
connected with his employment.

Now, I think that means not connected with his
employment at Newfield?

I think that's correct.

And it says:

'Both Faulds and worked in the same unit,
Faulds on night shift and on day shift. While

there is no evidence they acted in ...'

I think it means 'in concert'.
I think so.
'... the allegation may well arise.'

So they were obviously covering -- touching all
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bases and thinking: 'Oh gosh, we know of another person
who was convicted, not of an offence against a Newfield
boy, but against another boy'.

It says 'children', but I think from other
information I can tell you it appears to have been
likely to be one person, probably male.

Yes.

And it may well have been a boy who was in care, but not
at Newfield.

Yes.

So this 1is where one has to be careful when reading
this.

Yes.

Because I think at first sight, you might think, 'Oh,
it's got nothing do with boys in care --

Mm-hm.

Because it did generate enquiries about .

Yes.

And connection between |gk=

employment and any abuse
that he may have committed.

(Nods) .

We do know, I think from other information, he was
convicted, in 1991, of lewd and indecent and libidinous

practices and behaviour. It would appear that was in

about June 1991. And that after, I think, a period for
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reports, it appears he was put on probation for
three years.

I am just telling you that --
Yes.
-- I won't go into to the detail. But that's as we
understand it. And it may well have involved a boy in
care. I say that because we have actually got evidence
from an applicant who recalls reading about this
conviction.
Yes.
And I am not going to dwell on it, but we heard from the
evidence of 'Donald', who said that he remembered
Mr at Newfield and he felt he was a bit creepy.
He says as an adult he remembered reading about
an offence, a conviction, and he says:

'I read that he was taking a boy to a panel and
pulled into factories at Port Glasgow. He was accused
of tampering with the boy.'

Which would be consistent with the charge.

Yes.
And then he says he 'always knew he was a wrong one':

'"When he was in Newfield [he said] he didn't do
anything to me. But he was in another unit and I was
told to look out for him by a couple of the older boys.

They told me that he got too close to people.'
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Then he says, interestingly, when he was an adult,

L came in. He had

he was in the jail when
been:

'I was remanded at Gateside ...'

Which I think is Greenock Prison, the old Greenock
Prison:

'... in the young offenders. He said I was placed
on protection promptly, but I saw him a few times.'

It doesn't look, from the information we have, that
it was because his sentence was probation. I suppose
the only possibility at the moment to try to reconcile
was perhaps he was on remand at one stage?

I would assume that. This report was the first time we
found the name of . We did additional searches to
see 1f there was anything else. We couldn't find
anything. It is clear at the time that this note was

provided for the director, that they had identified

EBE had worked in the council.
I think it also reads -- paragraph 4 suggests that
the police -- he was currently under investigation for

the alleged abuse of children in care. So I think it
might not necessarily be children in Newfield, but it
could have been children elsewhere. And, again, the
proposition that was remanded for a period in

Gateside would be appropriate. He could have been
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remanded for reports or he could have been remanded
immediately pending the case getting to trial and then
released for trial and then, ultimately, a community
sentence.

Can I say this: at paragraph 4, because I think -- just

to be absolutely clear, I think while we will see that

there was investigation ofand of Faulds around
1996/97 --
Yes.

-- by the police, I think it seems to be clear that
these were separate investigations, but they clearly
related to two people who had a connection with
Newfield?

That's correct.

And to some extent, therefore, there was discussion of
both?

That's correct.

Both by the council and indeed by the police at the
time?

That's correct. And I think it indicates -- we don't
have evidence, but it indicates to me that the Head of
Service and director were considering: was there a link?
Was there something we needed to investigate?

Yes.

Do we need to identify whether there were other young
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A,

That's correct.

Is that David Crawford?

That's David Crawford.

They start at page 78. I am not going to go through
them in too much depth. We can read them ourselves.
But we know whose entries they are.

It does obviously, at page 78, show that these were
notes made in 1997, before Mr Faulds was convicted?
That's correct.

And there's a series of actions being contemplated or
being taken in light of what was going on at the time
with Mr Faulds' charges and impending trial. And it is
clear from page 79 -- and I won't go through the detail
of it -- that there was communication between, probably,
Mr Crawford and the police?

That's correct.

In relation to -- largely in the notes, in relation to
LRE

That's correct.

So they were interested in him, but they weren't making
substantial progress at that stage, according to the
note on page 79. But what the police were seeking do at
that stage was to identify wvulnerable children in the
records of wvarious care settings where Mr had

worked. Because it was thought to be that these would
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be children that might be vulnerable to befriending by
Mr . Indeed, they were interested in whether
there was any record of him taking them on outings.

They mention either sailing or in caravans, away from
the units from where Mrand the child or children
worked.

That's correct.

And Mr had a boat, we know that.

We know that. And I think that one of the things, if
you are presented with this type of information, you are
beginning to say: where does that man work? Who did he
work with? What do we know? Are there children?

So I think the page also indicates a number of units
within Renfrewshire children's units that -- Urquhart
House, Gryffe, Newfield, Carsewood were all children's
facilities. And they were saying: has this man
identified children within those units, groomed them and
followed up when they are no longer there?

Now -- so that was what was going on then.

Yes.

And then, on page 84, we see that it was known that
Mrhad a conviction in 1991. This is probably
reflecting what was in the confidential briefing. As
I say, I am not sure that the precise way it is put is

accurate --
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Yes.
-- based on what we know from other sources.

But what it looks like the police are trying do at
that stage i1s to try and identify the whereabouts of
people who may have had a connection with Mr ——
That's correct.

-- and may have been befriended by him and maybe
something had happened. And there are various names,
and I don't want to mention them or anything --

Yes.

-- but if we go on to page 86, we pick up the fact that
it is noted that in 1990 -- and I am not going to give
the name -- but a male ex-Newfield resident -- this is
the one in that note we saw earlier --

That's correct.

-- had made a complaint that he had been sexually abused
by Mr Faulds. It says these incidents are alleged to
have taken place in Newfield and reported to the police.
At the time no action was taken because the complaints
could not be corroborated.

Then, on page 87, if I can just sort of finish off,
it says that as at 1997, the police didn't intend to
take action in respect of that complaint against
Mr Faulds and, although he was currently charged with

offences involving a young boy in the community, the
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police had indicated to the council that the
circumstances were sufficiently different that the
Moorov doctrine doesn't apply and they are unable to
take any action in respect of that complaint.

So we know why that matter did not progress then.

I am not going to get into the developments of Moorov
since then. But certainly, at that time, it wasn't
thought they could simply add that to the charges that
he was convicted of?

That's correct.

So that's where we were.

I am just going to mention this. I don't want to go
into the detail. At page %2, we do see that there was
an attempt to put together a chronology of Mr
previous employment in other places before he went to
Newfield. There are a number of institutions. I don't
want to go through those.

Yes.
We can see those for ourselves.

Now, just taking the story forward, we have spoken
about the conviction of Mr Faulds. Mr |k was not
prosecuted in 1997 or thereabouts and we know that he
died 01’1_2017, with just one conviction to
his name, as far as we are aware.

But, had he not died, it appears that -- or we are

166







































10

13

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

I think to understand your journey we will just
highlight a few things that you tell us about your life,
because you did spend most of your childhood in other
places that weren't Beechwood or Langlands Park; is that
right?

That's correct.

Yes. But I think you tell us about that first

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

children's home,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later there came a time when

the social work decided that you would go back and stay
with your mum and that was when you were nearly 77

Yes.

At paragraph 8 of your statement, 'Agnes', you tell us
that being back with your mum didn't last very long. It
was about six or seven months; is that right?

Yeah, that's right. It was six or seven months. But my
memory is that, even though six or seven months, had

a lot of social work involvement, and they knew it
wasn't working out. I think they were just trying to
give her, and me, a chance to, like, develop this life
together that in reality was never going to happen.

Yes. And after those six or seven months you recall
going to stay at what was a sort of holiday home in
Dunoon. That was run by a couple; is that right?

Yeah, vyes.
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of your statement.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. ©Okay. 2And I think, whilst you were there, it was
decided that you would be going to another children's
home. You were only really at that holiday home place
for about three weeks before you then went to this
children's home?

LADY SMITH: 'Agnes', I'm really sorry to interrupt, but
there's a very small technical fix we need to do. It
will only take a few minutes, so we will just come out,
stop the evidence, and deal with that. Then get back to
you.

A. No problem.

(2.44 pm)
(A short break)
(2.45 pm)
LADY SMITH: 'Agnes', I'm so sorry about that, but we have

sorted the problem and are ready to resume.
A. No problem.

LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes.
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A.

10

A.

Hi, 'Agnes', I think we had just got to the point
where you had been in the holiday home in Dunoon and you
were there for about three weeks and it was decided you
would go to another children's home and this was in
Rutherglen, Glasgow; is that right?

That's correct, yeah.

Now, you tell us a lot about your time there, between
paragraphs 14 and 108 of your statement. Again, our
copy of that, that's shown here, is redacted, because
that's not part of this case study. But I think it's
important to highlight some things that you tell us
about your time there, because you were there from about
7 years old, in- 1973, until you were 15 years
old -- sorry, 14 years cld.

14, yes.

That's the correction.

Yeah.

So you did spend quite a significant part of your
childhood at that one particular place; is that right?

I did, yeah. I regarded that as my home and I still do.

That's where I spent most of my childhood.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Q.

'Agnes', you tell us that there was a children's review

meeting then when you would have been about 14,

194

and you
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1 were told,

2 Secondary Institutions - to be published later

3 Secondary Institutions - to be published 'J'.t was time for you to move on?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

4 A. Yeah.
5 Secondary Institutions - to be published later
6

7 MS FORBES: My Lady, are you happy for us to continue?
8 LADY SMITH: I think we can probably carry on at the moment,
9 thank you.

10 MS FORBES: Okay.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Q. And the next place, then, that you are taken is
an assessment centre. And this you tell us about
between paragraphs 109 and 115 of your statement.
I think you were there just for a few months; is that
right?

A. Yeah.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Okay. But, after those few months there, it was decided
that you were going to a house run by the Salvation Army
and you tell us about that between paragraphs 116 and
118. Were you 15 at that time or were you still 142

I'm still 14, yeah.

Okay. But I think you only lasted there about a month.

Q.

And I think you tell us they tried to get you back into

the assessment centre that you had been in before,

Secondary Institutions - to be y
but it was full, so Beechwood was chosen

A.

~
W .

as the place that you were going to go to?
That's correct.

And then, 'Agnes', we come to where you tell us about

LY
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-- decisions were being made about you, but you were
involved in those decisions?
Absolutely. When they discussed about me going back

into mainstream education, because the education they

were offering, Secondary Institutions - to be published later
EECURERRUBIIIEE Y st wasn't enough for me. I was

learning nothing. My educational standard was way above
anything that they could offer and they felt that the
right thing for me was to go back to the school in
Rutherglen. But that was a long journey for a young
person to be making every day. It was never going to
work out.

And I think, ultimately, that's what led you to leaving
Beechwood; the fact that there was such a long Jjourney
to go to secondary school' is that right?

Yeah, vyep.

But whilst you were there, 'Rgnes', you tell us that
your mum would still try to come and visit you and the

staff, though, would ask you if you wanted to see her?

Yeah, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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At that point, I was a young adult, or adolescent,
and my views were taken into consideration and they
valued my views and opinions.

And I think part of the example you give us, 'Agnes',
about how they treated you were things like -- this is
at paragraph 122 of your statement -- the staff knew
that you liked Indian food, so if they got a takeaway,
occasionally they would wake you up gquietly and take you
into the staffroom to let you try it?

Yeah, yeah.

You point out that that was the kind of thing you would
do as a treat for your own kids?

Yeah. I mean, my life and my children's lives are

a million miles -- my childhood and my children's
childhoods are a million miles apart. My children had
a normal upbringing, er, unlike me. But I wanted to be
able to give them the little snippets of things that

I knew were normal. I only got them because I ended up
in the likes of Beechwood. I didn't know that that's
the sort of things that you could do with your children,

because it never happened to me before I went in there.
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Yes. You also say, 'Agnes', that the staff would speak
to you about the consequences of your actions in a way

that you had never experienced before?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Seconaary Insuuons - 10 be publisned later

I don't remember ever having been spoken to in

derogatory manner by staff members or children.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - t

I do remember running away. But even

when I come back -- came back, I was told I had to get

put into my pyjamas and my clothes taken away from me,

but I don't remember being ill treated other than that.
I know that being made to sit in your pyjamas for

two or three days is, in some ways, you know, it's not

Secondary Institutiony

really the humane way to deal with things.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
So, for me, that

was: yeah, I can deal with that. I can deal with
getting put inteo my pyjamas for a couple of days.

Yep.
'Agnes', you tell us about running away and you say you

just ran away from Beechwood once. This is at
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emember that you could do

, that you knew that was

Secondary Institutions - to be published Ia|

A. No. I think that was just the number of days that it
was going to be. I don't r
something to get that reduced. ©Not that I recall,
anyway, and I've got a pretty good memory.

Q. And you tell us, 'Agnes'
a consequence of running away, because you had seen it
happen to other people as well?

A. Yep.

Q. You mentioned a shared bedroom, 'Agnes'; how many girls
did you share a bedroom with?

A. I think it was maybe about three or four of us.

Q. Okay.

A. I didn't get a room to myself.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. You have disappeared from the screen. You are back now,
'Agnes'?

LADY SMITH: You are coming and going.

MS FORBES: So, 'Agnes', you go on to tell us that you were

going to this high school,

Beechwood in Rutherglen,

still, while you were at

and you were having to travel

for about three hours a day. This was something that
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for about six or seven months, you were there in total

for about a year; does that seem right?

Yep, yep.

Now you tell us about this children's home between

paragraphs 134 and 157 of your statement. Again, the

copy that we have here on the screen is redacted

because, as before, that's not part of this case study.
But I just want to talk about a couple of things

that you tell us that happened whilst you were there,

because I think this is important to understand what

happened at the end of your journey in care.
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So I ended up in that hostel
for a few weeks. But I -- initially -- during all of
this, I was actually transitioning to an independent
living unit, and it hadn't happened yet, er, and they
couldn't make that move at, you know, at 12 o'clock,

maybe 1 o'clock Secondary Institutions - to be published later , so

I was moved to this hostel in Glasgow.
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'Agnes', you tell us you were in this hostel for about
two weeks and you explain that you were halfway through
the process before you had gone there about going out to
supported accommodation. I think after those few weeks
you were put into supported accommodation in Greenock.
You tell us you were in a flat first and then a house.
However, when you turned 18, you got a letter from the
social work telling you that you were no longer their
responsibility and you were effectively then homeless?
Yep, that's right.

So up until that point, you'd had a place to stay, and
some sort of security, would that be fair?

Yeah, but I was no longer their responsibility, in their
eyes. Er, do you know, like a parent's not going to
open the door and put their child out when they turn 18,
but that's exactly what happened to me, and I know I'm
not alone, I know that was just the norm back then.
However sad that may seem, that's just how it was. So

I was homeless and ended up in a hostel in Glasgow and
from there, into another hostel. Well, actually I went
to stay with a friend who got a flat. She was also in

care, but her social worker had arranged for her to get
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I'm not the type of person that goes through life
feeling sorry for myself. Er, I want to be able to
effect change and make things better for future
generations, and by walking about with a chip on my
shoulder and feeling sorry for myself is not the way to
do that.

And you point out, 'Agnes', this is at paragraph 167,
that the children that you grew up with were the
innocent people in all of this, and you feel that really
their childhoods have been stolen?

Yep, and I still believe that. We didn't have a normal
life. We just didn't. We should have had. Our life
shouldn't have been any different from anyone else's,

other than the fact that we were in a children's home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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people were employed to care for the most wvulnerable
people in society, and nothing could have been further
from the truth.

And the way you put it, 'Agnes', is:

'We should have been allowed to be children instead
of worrying all the time about what was going to happen
to us.'

Yep.

You talk, 'Agnes', at paragraph 169, about the difficult
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relationship you had with your mother, because of her
problems, and you have mentioned the fact that both her
and her brothers grew up in care. You tell us, 'Agnes',
that you thought it was important for you to break the
cycle?

Yeah. I know deep down in my heart that if I had
thought for one solitary minute that my children would
end up in care, I would never have had them. I just --
I wouldn't. And I would have known that -- if that was
the route I was going down. Fortunately, er, I am
pretty level-headed, hard working, I don't have alcohol
issues, I don't have drug issues, fortunately, erm, but
I so easily could have had, erm, given my upbringing.

I am in a really fortunate position that I don't have
addiction issues. So it gave me a good grounding to be
able to give my children a normal upbringing, yeah, and

break that cycle.
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25 Q. And we have spoken, 'Agnes', about your positive
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there's no direct public transport, then that's what you
should be doing to give them the best chance at life.
Everything starts with education, it absolutely does.
'Agnes', one of the final things you say in your
statement, this is at paragraph 203, you say this:

'"You can't change the past but you can use my
experiences and the experiences of everybody like me to
improve what happens in the future so that children in
care have a positive experience.'

Yeah, and I mean, that --

And is that -- sorry, 'Agnes'.

I was just going to say my views and final thoughts on
this whole thing is that this Child Abuse Inguiry is
completely pointless unless we learn lessons from what's
happened in the past, and we know that abuse will
continue to happen, we know that. We can put the
safeguards in place to try and prevent it, but we know
that people will still get themselves into a position
where they are caring for the most wvulnerable in
society. What's important is that we listen to young
people when they tell us that something's wrong, we
listen to whistleblowers, instead of threatening them

with losing their job, and we put safeguards in place
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You know, if there are people who are abusing
the most vulnerable in socliety in one care
establishment, regardless of where that is in the
country, they shouldn't be able to go to another care
establishment. They should be banned forever.

Now, I know the PVG scheme et cetera, puts all of
that into place, and the Care Commission, and they would
be prevented from being on that list, but people change
their names, people find ways of being able to abuse,
getting themselves into situations. We need do
everything we can to support the young people and the
whistleblowers through that process, until we get to the
end degree where young people are believed when they
say, 'This person abused me, what are you going to do

about it?!'

MS FORBES: Well, 'Agnes', thank you very much for making

those remarks. Really, that's all the questions I have
to ask you today, so thank you very much for taking the
time to answer them, and for giving evidence. Is there
anything you want to tell us, or say, that you haven't
had a chance to say?

No, just thanks for hearing my evidence. Er, I've given

my evidence a number of times over the years to various
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