
























































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q.

Am I right in thinking that the PI action, and the PI
claim, did these relate to staff members other than the
person under police investigation?
I don't know.
Okay. I think, in fact, information about the PI
action, if I have picked it up correctly, is that it was
brought by a former female resident and it made
allegations against two male members of staff, former
members of staff. I think I am correct in saying that
neither were the person under police investigation.

I think, as far as the PI claim was concerned,
I think you tell us that the information that was given,
was it concerned a person who was identified only as
Yes, I recall that.
Would that be a name that was in any way connected to
the person under police investigation or do we know?
I'm afraid I couldn't clarify that point without further
checking.
Okay. At the stage of the addendum, in May 2023, the
Inquiry was told that Inverclyde had embarked on a wider
review of the Balrossie records that it holds, that was
decided at that time?
Yes, that's right.
That's right.
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and discharged on_ 1976, alleging physical

abuse and sexual abuse by the person only identified as
Yes, that's correct.

Is that a claim ongoing?

I believe that that claim has ceased and the redress
scheme is now being pursued.

I see. Okay. Then as you say, the -- what I call the
PI action, which we mentioned earlier, that is, we are
told now, settled?

Yes, that's correct.

Can I ask you this, and you may or may not know it, but
you can maybe tell me on Friday if you don't, I don't
want the details, but was it settled with or without
admission of liability?

I would need to provide clarification on that.

Could you do that for me?

Of course.

I don't want to go into the obviously confidential
matters, but I would just like to know in broad terms
how it was dealt with, because it would have been
handled by your insurers?

Yes, that's right.

Then lastly at this stage, I think I am going to have to
save my Scottish Government files for Friday, but can

55




































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

with the boys there was odd fallouts, but that was just
the usual children falling out and then getting on
again?

Yes.

You tell us about the staff there at paragraph 18, and

SNR at the time was Mr?

Yes.

was jUeel CKS and you name some other
staff members there, and we will perhaps come to them
later in your statement.

Okay, thank you.

You tell us, 'Robert', about the routine at Balrossie,
and we see that from paragraph 20 onwards. You say that
when you first went there, you were in a room that was
shared with another five boys, is that right?

Yes.

This is at paragraph 22, your brother though was in

a different room, is that right?

Yes.

So you were not allowed to share with him?

No.

You tell us when you were there, you didn't have any
personal possessions but the clothes that you were given
by Balrossie had to be folded each night and placed on

a chair in a particular way?
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Yes.

I think you tell us before this that this was

a Protestant sort of school?

Yes, 1t was, yes.

Then the headmaster would also read out the names of the
children who were deemed to have done anything wrong at
that assembly?

That's correct.

After that, you would have classes and then lunchtime
and then back in the classroom in the afternoon. Then
you go on to tell us a little bit about what would
happen in the evening.

This is at paragraph 25, and you say tea/supper was
about 4.30 pm, and if you were a bed wetter, then you
were not allowed anything to drink until breakfast the
next morning?

That's correct, yes.

So if someone was identified as a bed wetter, then they
would be cut off from any fluids from 4.30 pm?

From 4.30, yes.

You say if you were caught drinking any water, then
Mrmight give you a slap over the back of the
head?

Yes, that's correct.

And most of the other staff would shout at you for
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A.

Yeah.

But the staff would be in control of the temperature of
the showers?

Yes.

I think you say that there was staff that would help
younger boys putting toothpaste on their toothbrushes
and making sure they brushed their teeth properly and
things like that?

Yes, yes.

LADY SMITH: You refer to younger boys, what do you remember

A.

as being the youngest end of the age range there?

Sorry, Lady Smith, about 10 or 11.

LADY SMITH: About the age you started?

A.

About the age I started, yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A.

But can I just say, when Mrwas supervising the
showers at night, it was just long -- sorry -- two long
showers each side of the room and we all had to stand
under the showers and sometimes he would ask the younger

boys to dance in the shower.

MS FORBES: Right.

A.

It wasn't until I got a bit older that I realised what
was happening. I mean, he never -- I wouldn't do it, he
never asked me because I just gave him a look, but some
of the younger boys, sort of pre-pubescent, sort of
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would dance in the shower and all that. Then he would

rise up and down the temperature, the temperature gauge.

LADY SMITH: What do you think was happening.

A.

I think he was getting a sexual pleasure.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Ms FORBES: This was just vr[SEiE

A.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: I think you tell us as well, 'Robert', that

there was a note kept of who had been for a shower as
well by staff?

Yes, there was a -- you had all your names on a list and
they put an 'S' if you had a shower and a 'W' if you
just had a wash at the basin, next to your name.
'Robert', I think we spoke a little bit about the fact
you had no possessions when you arrived at Balrossie.

At paragraph 32 you talk about clothes, and you say when
you arrived you just really had the clothes you were
wearing?

Yes.

And staff issued you with clothes which were similar to
old army clothing, khaki shorts and tops?

Yes:

That was the dress code for your whole time at
Balrossie?
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Yes, that's correct.

Would that be a football team from Balrossie then?
Yes, yes, it was all boys from Balrossie that was in
team, yes.

You tell us you were the captain and the goalkeeper?

Yes.
You mention a particular member of staff, ?
GJF

yes.
And you say he was a good guy and he was the football
coach?

Yes.

So he was someone you got on with?

Yes.

You go on, I think, at paragraph 39 to tell us a lot
about being allowed to play for the Boys' Brigade as
their goalkeeper and I think you say that -- you tell us
later that there was a points system at Balrossie, is
that right?

Yes.

I think you tell us you start off with 12 points?

You start off with nil.

You start off with nil and then you would get points?
You would get points added and if you reached six, all
your privilege stopped. Yeah. 2And you weren't allowed
to go home at the weekend, you weren't allowed day
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You would be able to go onto the nuclear submarine

there, and you say that was a good experience?

Yes, that was, vyes.

Looking at schooling, 'Robert', from paragraph 44, you

tell us about the school lessons being organised in four

groups and they were letters A, B, C and D?

Yeah, A was the lowest and D was the highest.

You say that there was a mix then of children in the

class --

Yes.

-- and so there were different ages, different

abilities?

Yes.

You tell

us that it was really just general education --

Yes, exactly.

-- and the lessons would be repeated again?

And again.

The following year?

Yes, exactly.

So after

a period of time, you didn't learn anything

new, from your point of view?

Exactly,

yes, that's correct.

, would take you for all the physical
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education and there was also another staff member who
would take you for woodwork lessons?

That was Mr .

Yes, and you tell us about having to line up before you

went to classroom in a sort of parade in the playground

Yes, that's correct.

-- and then march to the classroom --

Yes.

-- depending on what house you were in?

Yes.

You name those houses as being Moray, Forth, Tay and
Solway, the estuaries in Scotland?

Yes, that's correct.

The way you would line up is smallest to tallest?

Yes.

So you could progress up the line as you --

Yes, smallest at the front, tallest at the back.

You tell us, 'Robert', that you were only ill once
whilst you were at Balrossie and that was because you
ran into a wall and had a cut which got infected?

Yes.

You were kept in isolation at the school and the local
doctor came to treat it. You make a comment here, and
we are going to go soon to a part of your statement
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Q. And the shower areas?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you see any cleaners coming in from outside?

A. Er, two wives of -- Mrand Mr , their wives
used to come in and mop the floors and the bedroom
floors and the hall floors and all that. But other than
that, there was none.

Q. Okay. You tell us, 'Robert', that there was a point
when the school started taking in old electric meters
for dismantling --

A. Yes.

Q. =-- sometimes it would be money in the meters, but the
task that you had to do was remove the copper wire --

K. Ves.

Q. -- which would then be weighed for scrap --

A. Yes, and the mercury.

Q. =- and the school would get paid for that?

A. Yes, and the mercury as well.

Q. And the mercury, okay?

A. We were on benches and then we didn't realise it, we
were playing with the mercury and didn't realise it was
dangerous.

LADY SMITH: You can make little balls of it and roll it
along the benches.

A. Yes, and then licking your fingers and we didn't realise
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they said to me -- well, as I'm saying this, [l , er

-'COme down and took me back on a plane to

Glasgow Airport. Then we got a taxi back to Balrossie
and I was taken into office and I was
handed a pair of gym shorts and says, 'Put them on', and
I was held over the table and beaten with a belt and

I was told it was because of my behaviour when I was in
Bognor Regis.

Can I Jjust explain, when I was in Bognor Regis, my
mother was an alcoholic, she was a drug taker, she asked
me to go to the doctors and get her Dexedrine and
sleeping pills and this is what caused all the arguments
and all that, and at night I had to sleep on the floor
while she slept in a bed and, er, she had a man that
would come and share occasionally, and that was a lot of
the problems.

So nothing had really changed since I was a kid 'til
then, it was -- nothing had changed.

I think, 'Robert', we can see from the records that we
have, that that seemed to be something that they
acknowledged down there, that it wasn't your fault --
Yes.

-- it was your mother's behaviour and her lifestyle that
was meaning that you were not going to school?

Yes, exactly.
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And her lifestyle that was causing the arguments really?
Correct.

I think you tell us, after you went back then, 'Robert’,
that you weren't somebody who would run away because you
had nowhere to go?

Exactly, yes.

But there were boys who did?

Abscond, yes.

Then when they were brought back they would receive
punishment, and that was the belt --

Yes.

-=- six of the belt I think you say?

Yes.

Then the question of points as well?

Yes, they'd get nine points and they also got six weeks'
detention, where they weren't allowed home over that --
they had no home visits or anything like that 'til the
six-week period was up.

So home leave would be removed for a period of six
weeks?

Yes, yes, it would, yes.

In relation to discipline, 'Robert', you tell us that
for minor issues you had done wrong, you would find that
Mr might give you a kick up the backside or he
would hit you on the ear with his hand?
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A. Yes.

Q. Was that something that you experienced?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you see other boys receiving the same treatment?

A. Yes, yes, yes, yes.

Q. You have mentioned this points system and that was the
other method of punishment, the points system?

A. Yeah.

Q. I think you tell us about that. I think you have
explained it a little bit differently, but it doesn't
matter, than what's in your statement --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- but in any event points, would be added or deducted
and that would have an effect on --

A. Yeah, you had minus points and plus points.

LADY SMITH: 'Robert', can I just check one thing with vyou.

A. Yes, Lady Smith.

LADY SMITH: A few minutes ago, you were talking about

getting back to Balrossie, being taken into

office, this is after Bognor Regis --

A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: -- and being handed a pair of gym shorts.
A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Tell me about the gym shorts?
A. They were, er, gym shorts, they were, er, purple and you
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Yes.

It depended on whether a teacher liked you or not or

what mood the teacher was in, i1s that right?

Correct, yeah.

You say that this was something that was written down

and I think I have mentioned there is a record of that.
You tell us, 'Robert', that you were not someone who

followed the rules at times, and sometimes Mr

would say to you there was no point in using the

punishment points system with you, and he would revert

to giving you the belt instead?

No, he wasnae allowed to belt you -- I mean belt you --

was allowed to use the belt.

LADY SMITH: He might send you to get the belt?

Al

Yeah, he would send you to the office.

MS FORBES: I think you go on to tell us there were three

different belts that could be used, depending on the
severity of --

Your punishment, ves.

You mention at paragraph 68, 'Robert', that this was two
belts with different thickness were used for the hand --
Yes.

-- and then there was this last one that was called 'the
snake'?
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you wear your shorts or, when you were a bit older, your
trousers?

No, no, no. No.

You do tell us, 'Robert', that Mrwas never shy
about hitting you or other boys and sometimes, if he was
angry, he would punch you on the thigh and give you

a dead leg?

Yeah, yeah.

Other times it was a slap on the side of the head?

Yeah.

You say more often than not, this was for no reason?
Yeah.

You tell us that there was many occasions when he
slapped you?

Once I was picking ma nose or -- I was picking ma nose,
my finger was up ma nose and he slapped me on the face
and then ma nose started bleeding and all that, and that
was when we were watching television, so that would be
between 6.00 and 8.00 at night in the winter, and he
sent me to my bed and gave me two points.

That is a time you remember?

Yes.

You say that when he did this to you, on those
occasions, there would be other teachers who would see

i o
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MS FORBES:

Yes.

What was the reason for that, what were you being
punished for? Do you recall?

No, not really. Just, well, as Lady Smith said,

I didn't always follow the rules.

LADY SMITH: I don't think I said that, 'Robert'.

Well, words to that effect.

LADY SMITH: I was just trying to find out.

Thank you.

things?

Yeah, like talking when you weren't allowed to talk or
just being a boy, carryin' on, yeah, just --

I think you say as well that once a day someone had to
take coal from wherever to house for
his coal fire?

Yes, yes, yes.

Yes, , yes, we had to take it from his

coal bunker, up his stairs and put it beside his fire.
That was during lunch hour.

Okay.

During the lunch break.

Did you have to do that often as well, 'Robert'?

I had to do that, yeah, but I will say, he gave you

100
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a shilling once a week for doing it.

Did you feel that was worth it?

No?

Didnae make any difference to me.

'Robert', you talk about suffering from wetting the bed

Yes.

-- whilst you were there and you say that there was

a night watchman, Mr —-

Yeah.

-- who would take -- you say:

three times a night'?

Pull the covers back,

toilet', sorta, yeah.

'Right,

'Drag us out of bed two or

get up and get to the

That was to try and stop you wetting the bed?

That would stop you wetting the bed, yes.

You say you don't think that was abuse, it was just

an effort to stop you wetting the bed?

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

But it would be two or three times a night you would be

woken?

Yes, exactly,

yeah.

This is despite the fact that if you were a bed wetter

you were not allowed to drink after a certain time at

night?
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Yes, after tea time.

You say that if someone tried to hide the fact they had
wet the bed and just made it in a normal manner,
wife, Mrs- would go round and sniff
the beds to check?

Yes, and then when you go back to the room, your bed --
all your covers would be pulled down and everybody in
the bed and your room would see that your bed had been
stripped and everybody would know.

What was the result of everybody knowing, did they say
things?

Just being kids, you know, and being --

There would be some teasing about it?

Yes, they'd be teasing you, and she would also deduct

a point from you for that.

You received a punishment for that from the points
system?

Yeah, on the points system you got deducted points.

You say that boys would say things about this. What
about staff, how would they treat you in relation to
wetting the bed?

Well, they'd be -- if you sorta owned up in the morning
that you'd wet the bed, you were made to strip and go
walk along -- sorry -- walk along the corridor to the
showers naked and stand under the shower and, especially
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if it was , he would call you all the names

under the sun, 'You dirty little so and so, why can't
you bloody control yourself?' Things like that. Then he
would turn the showers as cold as possible.

And when you were out the shower, there was a big
sorta glass sink at the bottom of the wash hand basins,
you had to stand and wash your sheet in that.

I think you mentioned this, 'Robert', at paragraph 74,
and would you have to wash that sheet whilst you were
still naked?

Yes, and yeah, well, you were still wet.

Still wet?

Yes, outta cold shower, yes.

You were not allowed to dry yourself until that had been
done?

No. That had been done, yes.

You would have to dry yourself back in your room; is
that right?

Yeah, your towel would be left in the room. You had
a rail at the back of your locker where you put your
towel over, and that's where you stayed and you'd go
back to your room and get your towel and dry yourself
off.

When you were going from the shower area or the place
where you washed the sheets --
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things particularly you tell us that happened while you
were at Balrossie. At paragraph 75, you talk about
Mr who had a room at the end of the building --
Yes.

-- where he would cut some of the boys' hair?

Yes, he was -- yes.

You mention a particular occasion where you were about
13 or 14, and you were told that it was time for you to
get your hair cut?

Yes.

You had to go to that room; is that right?

Yes. That's correct, yes.

But this time you were the only boy there?

Y

Can you tell us what happened when you went to the room?
Well, when I went in, he would say, 'Right, on the
chair', and he put the thing around your neck and
started cutting my hair and then, when he was finished,
he says, 'Right, lock the door', and I looked at 'im, he
said, 'Lock the door', and I locked the door, and he
said, 'Right, into the corner there and face the wall',
and I just went ballistic and I started shoutin' and
swearin' and there was no way I was doing that, and
then, when he realised I was serious, he opened the door
and wallop, out, and I was put out again, but, I mean,
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me .
You also tell us, 'Robert', that there were times when
Mror Mrwould search the boys?

Yes, that was especially if you were on home leave and
you were coming back or -- because you used to get the
local bus from Kilmacolm into Paisley or Glasgow, and
the bus back in the evening, and they would start sorta
searching people, when they come back, to see if they
were trying to smuggle anything into the school.

When they carried out these searches, I think you tell
us a little bit more about what they would do?

Yeah, he would, er, sorta search you and the inside of
your legs and your buttocks, and that, and he would
sorta linger there for longer than necessary, to make
sure that you weren't carrying anything.

You say they lingered there for longer than was
necessary?

Yes.

Was that both of them that would do that?

No, Jjust IS

Just

Yeah.

So not Mr ?

No, he wouldn't -- he wouldn't search you when you come

back, no. HNo.
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Was this something that boys talked about amongst
themselves as well?

Not really, no. No.

You tell us, 'Robert', that there was a really bad
winter whilst you were at Balrossie?

'62/'63.

You say that a member of staff wanted you to shovel the
snow from the driveway each day?

That was to let the cars get in?

Yes.

But you would have to do that wearing the shorts?
Yeah, the khaki shorts, yes.

You mentioned that this is something you remember,
because you were frozen --

Yeah.

-- and you were crying from the pain of the cold?
Yeah, yes.

And you would ask to go inside to get warm --
Yeah.

—-- but he would refuse?

No, he refused. Just refused. That was especially

sure that their driveways and all that were clear for
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LADY SMITH: ~-- it was coming from abroad, and it made
people very ill.

A. Yes, exactly. That was the period, vyes.

MS FORBES: I think, instead of going on the holiday, you
were allowed to go to Palsley to stay with your mum's
friend?

A. Yes.

Q. I think we see from your records that she was somebody
that sometimes would take you in and she would be given
an allowance to look after you --

A. Yes, yeah.

Q. =- whilst you were there but instead of going there,

I think you name some boys that you went to Camelon
with?

A. Camelon, sorry.

MS FORBES: I always pronounce it in the wrong way.

LADY SMITH: That is Camelon, Falkirk.

A. Yes, Camelon, Falkirk.

MS FORBES: This became known, the police were involved --

A. Yeah.

Q. =-- and they turned up and you were taken to the police
station and put into a cell?

A. Yes, and then --

Q. Then you say that GKS =

A. Yeah.
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-- this is at paragraph 79, arrived along with his wife
to take you back?

Yeah, and beat me up.

You were in a cell at this point, is that right?

He beat me up and then the police officers were Jjust
standin' watching him.

You say he gave you 'a kicking', that's how you put it?
Yeah. He didn't half. Yeah, he was punching me and
kicking me and cursin' me upside down and all that,
calling me a thief.

Where was he punching you, 'Robert'?

In the face, and in the head, and all that. I mean,
I just sorta -- as you do, I just sorta curled up and
kicked and punched, and all that, and then there was
a police constable just standin' there watching him.
You say his wife was there too?

And his wife, vyes.

Yeah.

She didn't --

Never said a word. Never said a word.

And neither did the police?

No.

Then you were taken back to Balrossie, is that right?
Yes, and belted again.
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Yeah.

And this was an occasion again where the gym shorts had
to be put on?

They come out, yeah.

I think you tell us on this occasion you were held down
by another member of staff?

Yeah.

Is that right? A Mr

Yeah, that was the night watchman.

You have described what happened on that occasion,
'Robert', and you say that Mrheld yvou bent
over the table and your head was trapped between his
legs?

Between his legs, yeah.

Then grabbed the thickest of the three belts he
kept --

Yeah.

You referred to that as 'the snake'?

Yes.

Then you were given six strokes of the belt over the
shorts?

Yes, yeah.

On that occasion, you mention Mr being
involved in putting your head between his legs?
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allowed to be where they were?

Yes, that's correct, they were at home.

You tell us, again, that was not the only time you
received that punishment, and you tell us about a time
when you, I think this is at paragraph 82, I think you
say there was a time, and you name an individual --
Yes.

-- a boy, I think, another boy at Balrossie was caught

taking some cigarette ends from the staff room --

Yeah.
-- and you were sent tooffice e
Yeah.

-- and he told you that that boy had said that you
coerced him into getting the cigarettes ends --

Yes, that's correct, yes.

To get the cigarette ends?

Yes. Which wasn't true.

You didn't know anything about that?

Didn't know nothin'. I was in the playground.

But it didn't make any difference to

No, that was the same week that I was taken from Camelon
back and belted. That was during the week, and then

I was belted again on the Saturday morning.

I think you say that the situation was the same again --
Yeah, yeah.
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A,

-- and this time was Mr who --
Held me down.

Who held you down? Who was it that gave you the --

GK

(V]

@
e
w

You say, 'Robert', that was the second
occasion in four days that you received that?

Yeah.

You say that he held you down by pressing his knuckles?

Into my kidneys, yes.

That was

Yeah, that was so I wouldnae move.

I think you tell us that each time you received that
punishment it was six strokes?

Yeah.

And your backside would be covered in purple bruises?
Yeah.

And that was very painful?

Very.

You say it was so painful you had to sleep on your
stomach because of 1it?

Yes, that's correct, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Was it always just your backside, 'Robert'?

A.

No, sometimes you got the belt on the hands.

LADY SMITH: No, I mean --

A.

Yeah, it was always on the backside, yes.
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Yeah.
You tell us, 'Robert', there was an evening when you
were watching television when Mr started arguing
with you --
That was when I told you when I was picking my nose.
This is the occasion when he then hit you across the
face and caused your nose to bleed?
Yeah, that was the time I said he hit me.
And you got the points as well and --
Yeah, and put to bed, yeah.
You mentioned, 'Robert', and this is something that is
in your records, that you suffered from a lisp for --
A terrible lisp. That was (makes noise).

That's how I pronounced an 'S' in the days.
Very difficult to pronounce an 'S'?
Yeah, I'd be (makes noise).
You tell us your teacher thought it would be funny if he
got you to say --
cm—
This is when there was a particular date that would
cause that issue?
6 June 1966.
You had to do that out loud to everyone in the class?
To say the numbers, and I couldn't say 6 June, I had to
say 6/6/66 and the whole class were laughin' and bangin'
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their desks, just as kids do, yeah.

After that, did they call you a nickname?

Yeah, they called me .
That was after the_‘?

You say that this extended to even when it was your
birthday and they would sing 'Happy Birthday', they
would --

And they would go (makes noise).

They would mock you with the lisp?

Yeah, exactly, yeah.

You tell us, 'Robert', that you were not able to show
how that upset you?

No, no, you couldn't show any weakness.

But it was something that did upset you?

Yeah, it affected me quite badly but, I mean, you
couldn't sorta sit and cry and anything like that, if
you know what I mean. Yeah, you just had to accept it
and that was it, yes.

You say -- the way you have put it, 'Robert', in your
statement is 'inside I was ripped to bits'?

Yes, exactly, yeah.

'Robert', you tell us about an incident, and I think
this incident is the main reason that you came forward
to the Inquiry, and that is about a particular boy that
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By Mr yeah, on the Saturday mornin'.

That you then got hold of Mrand told him what
had happened?

Yes, and the reason that they absconded, yeah.

You say that he got hold of that student and told you to
repeat in his office what you had said?

And says to me, 'Are you willing to repeat this in
court?', and I said yes.

Then you say a couple of days later, and

Mrtook you to their office --

Well, can I just say, after I said that to Mr
I was sent away fae the office and the student was never
seen again. They just sorta disappeared off the face of
the earth, I mean, he just wasn't there anymore.

He was not back at the school, you didn't see him again?
The last time I saw him, he was sittin' beside
Mrand then, when I told Mr what had
happened, and he said to me, 'Are you willing to repeat
this in court?', and I said yes, I was sent away and
that was the last that the student was seen at
Balrossie.

I think you tell us, 'Robert', a few days later that

Mr and Mrhad you in the office and they
were shouting and swearing at you?

Yeah.
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Over the years, yes, and as I'm saying, that's the main
reason that I contacted yous. 1It's never been about me,
what happened to me, happened to me. I would've took it
to my grave if it wasn't for -

'Robert', you tell us that you knew the punishment that
he received was wrong and, had he not been punished in
that manner, he wouldn't have absconded and he wouldn't
have fallen from the roof?

Yeah.

You are not aware of any visits from the police coming
to the school?

No, none at all, none at all.

I think you say that, although his parents may have
passed away now, that he might have siblings who would
want to know the background?

Yes, yes, and I actually was taken by Mrto Linn
Crematorium in Glasgow where he was cremated and I was
actually at his cremation in Linn Crematorium in
Glasgow.

'Robert', I think we know, we talked earlier about the
stage that you were at, that really you should have been
released --

Yeah.

-- but there was nowhere suitable, the short period with
your mother of a few months didn't work out, and you
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You tell us then that there were times you were walking
the streets, picked up by the police, and you ended up
having to go back to Balrossie for a couple of months?
Yes.

I think you tell us at that time nothing happened?

No, nothing happened, no.

You then just tell us about --

Up until _ Yeah. Well, when I got took
back, I was too old for school, so I was made to do
menial jobs around the place, but I wasn't paid for
anythin' like that, I just had to do that, that was part
of what I had to do.

To earn your keep back at Balrossie?

Yes, basically, yeah.

'Robert', you then go on to tell us about your life
after being in care, and you tell us about some of the
places you stayed, from paragraph 102 onwards, and some
of the jobs that you had, I think there was work at
cement works?

That was at Dunbar, yeah, I lived in -- I slept in the

Greyfriars Hotel down in the Grassmarket there at 15,

yveah, that's -- because on _ I was called
into office and I was taken to

Kilmacolm railway station and handed a ticket to
Edinburgh and I ended up in Edinburgh, it was the
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It is finished now?

Yes.

But you feel it has helped you?

Yeah, it has helped me a lot, yeah.

'Robert', that is all the guestions I want to ask you
today.

Okay, thank you.

So thank you wvery much. Is there anything you want to
say that you have not had a chance to say?

No, no' really, no, I think you have covered most

things, yes.

MS FORBES: Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: 'Robert', let me add --

A.

Sorry, can I just say this?

LADY SMITH: Go on.

Al

was the woodwork teacher and one o' his

tricks was, he had a can of chloroform and he used to
put it on a rag and come up behind one o' the boys and
bang on and the next thing, the boy was down and

everybody would start laughin' and enjoying it and all

that. I forgot to add that to my statement.

MS FORBES: That is something that you remember happening.

A.

Q.

A.

Yes.
Did that happen often?
Pretty regular, yeah.
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Order. The names may appear again, but I want to clear

GKR and then a boy called - and the witness's
brother called -, none of them are to be identified
as referred to in our evidence outside this room.

Thank you very much.

(1.14 pm)

(The Luncheon Adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

We are going to move now to reading in some
statements. We don't have any more evidence in person
today, but we will get through a number of statements,
hopefully, this afternoon of some important evidence
that we would like to cover.

Ms Forbes.

'Jessica' (read)
MS FORBES: Good afternoon, my Lady.

The next statement is from a witness who is
anonymous and is known as 'Jessica'. The reference for
her statement is WIT.001.002.4603.

'Jessica' was born in 1972, and that was in
Edinburgh. She says her father was in the army and her
parents were married for 13 years. She tells us

135






a)

10

11

12

she was in the second home.

The first home she was there for only six to eight

weeks, it was an assessment centre |tlEVREIIIEERESEIE L

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Then the second home, she was there from- 1987
to, from our records, _1988, when she was 15
years old. I think she thought she was between 12 and
14, but we know she was 14 and then turned 15 while she
was there. I think she thought she was only there

a matter of months, but it was almost a year, so she

talls s about EHaE Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

she was told she was

going to Balnacraig.

She was admitted to Balnacraig from our records in
- 1988, when she was 15 years old and she stayed
there until --

LADY SMITH: 1988, she was admitted, according to our
records, was it?

MS FORBES: Sorry, my Lady, vyes, _1988 she was
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admitted, and she was discharged from there on
_1988, when she had turned 16 by then, so she
was there for a period of 10 months.

She tells us about Balnacraig from paragraph 40
onwards and she describes it as being a very impressive
old Victorian building with big grounds. She talks
about being met by Mr , when she
arrived at paragraph 50, and he and, Mr , is the
way she has described him, but I think we know that is
Mr Sl showed her where she would be sleeping and
where various rooms were. Her mum had dinner with her
there and then she left.

She then tells us about the layout of Balnacraig and
the fact that the dining room was always laid out
perfectly. She says she was not told how long she would
be there and she thinks she was there for about two
years but, as we know from the records, it was less than
that. She talks about sharing bedrooms whilst there and
she shared a room with three other girls and then tells
us about the routine and some of it we have heard
before, although she says that everything was run by
a member of staff striking a gong, telling you when to
do everything.

She talks about washing and bathing in particular at
paragraph 59, and said that she didn't shower much as
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bed wetting.'

She then talks about abuse at Balnacraig and she
said at paragraph 86:

'Mr, was sly, he would hit us
and tell us we were no good.

'Mxr would call you into his office for
a chat. When you went to Mroffice, you
weren't alone. There would be four or five girls at
a time. We would all have to sit on his knee or on his
lap. He would have his hands down our skirts or inside
our blouses. He would put his hand down the back of
your skirt. I think that is why the skirts were
elasticated, to make it easier for him to do that. We
were not allowed to wear tight-fitting tops, they had to
be loose blouses, which again I think was deliberate to
let him feel us up. He would touch your breasts under
your bra.

'"He would make horrible comments like, "You're on
your period, why do you want to go home and bleed?"
"You're a devil's child, you're on your period, you're
not getting to go home." And saying things like,
"Bitch, stand up".'

She talks about meetings on a Wednesday to decide if
pupils were going home and sometimes he would just
refuse to let you go.
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At paragraph 90, she says:

'When I was 16 I was allowed to get calls from my
boyfriend. Mr S8 would listen into the calls.
I don't like eggs and one weekend I got eggs for all of

my meals. I told my mum about this in a phone call.

w
G

Mr or another member of staff had listened in on
my call. Mr slapped me across the face and told
me not to say that. Another member of staff put a wet
towel on my face to ease the pain.

'At night time, where my bed was, I was facing
a window. I didn't usually get undressed until the last
minute. I didn't want to go round in my underwear
because there were a lot of male members of staff. We
all wore short nightdresses to bed. When the staff came
into the room at night, I would just freeze and shut nmy
eyes, because I knew I was going to be abused.

'There were male and female members of staff who
would put their hands inside your underwear, they would
spread your legs and insert their fingers inside you.

I can't be sure who was doing it because I always froze
with my eyes closed.

'The other girls and I talked about the abuse but
it's difficult to remember all the details. I do have
some other recollections of abuse at Balnacraig, but
I am still trying to process it all. I have had bad
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you a ruler or stab you with pens and pencils. I have
scars on my legs from being stabbed with a pencil. They
would slap you about the head, because that wouldn't
cause a bruise.'

She says:

'A member of staff broke my wrist in The Torture
Room, I can't remember his name. I got taken to
Perth Royal Infirmary to have it set in plaster. I had
been told to say that I had fallen down the stairs.

That is what I told the hospital staff, because I wanted

to get home the next weekend.'
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

LADY SMITH: Could be.

MS FORBES: Thereafter, she says, in relation to reporting
abuse, at 101:

'I told the police loads of times about the abuse

I was suffering at Balnacraig, if they were nice police
officers. I remember one who said, "It happens a lot in
these institutions"™, it was as if there was nothing they
could do or would do about it.'
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

has chronic migraines

Secondary Institutions - to be published later She

says that she has been on antidepressants for some
years.

She says she did go back to the outside of
Balnacraig previously, but she couldn't step over the
threshold, over the gateway.

In relation to 'Lessons to be learned', she says at
paragraph 125:

'Kids who are in care should be listened to. I know
that kids can and do lie but they might be telling the
truth. If kids do act up or misbehave, it might be
because of thelr treatment in care.'

She says 1f people had listened to her, they could
have tried moving her to another place, rather than
leaving her to be abused.

She has signed her statement and it is dated
14 March 2019.

'"Peter' (read)
MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant
who 1s anonymous and is known as 'Peter'.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS FORBES: The reference for 'Peter's' statement is
WIT.001.001.6317.
'"Peter' tells us -- I will wait until that one is on
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lived.

He talks about knowing from his records that he went

to other schools as well.

He says that recommendations

were made for him to be taken into care permanently. He

says that he was put into a children's home and talks

about this from paragraph 1

1 to 26. He was in two

children's homes and he doesn't know how old he was when

he was put there or if he was there multiple times. He

; Secondary Institution
has read that he was nine when he went there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He thinks that he was about ten years old when he

went back, he thinks to live with his mother.

about life back home from paragraph 26.

was involved in stealing things from cars.

He talks

He then says he

He had

a fascination for bicycles and would just take a shot of

one if he saw it. He didn't see it as stealing, he

would just have a ride and he talks about an occasion

where his mother was in a police car and ended up

travelling behind him riding a stolen bicycle.

He talks about other thefts as well in the following

paragraphs and he says that all of these things were due

to a lack of parental control and that he and his

brother were quite feral.
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a father figure, and his mother had a group of friends,
who he says were ladies of the night, and he says that
in his records, his mother was accused of being one as
well, although they couldn't prove that.

He ended up in juvenile court, he says, and he tells
us then he was put to a remand home prior to being
sentenced. He tells us about that from paragraph 32.

He says he was considered a high risk of absconding,
because he kept running away and it was decided he would
be sent to Balrossie.

He does talk a little bit about the remand home and

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

'Peter' then talks about his time at Balrossie from
paragraph 40 onwards. There is a record that we have of
a boy with the same first name and date of birth but
a different surname who was admitted to Balrossie in
-1963, and it seems that this is probably 'Peter'.

LADY SMITH: Okay, thank you.

MS FORBES: He was of the view that it was just before his
11th birthday, -,r and that would accord with the
records we have.

LADY SMITH: Yes5.

MS FORBES: He says that Balrossie were on a holiday in
Bucksburn -- we have heard about --
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I don't recall who did it, but it was not Mr .

I probably knew it wasn't right at the time but I didn't
know what the alternative was. That was the only time

I was taken up to the tower.

'I remember , ,. because he
had started to befriend me when I went into the school.
He would sit on my bed and talk to me. I now know that
is called "grooming". Boys like me would have
befriended Jack the Ripper, because we knew no better.

'Mrused to come to your bed at night. He
would tell you to look at his face and into his eyes.
He would go around and do that to other boys. It was
the same routine all the time. I don't know if it was
weeks or months before he started touching your legs
over the blanket. It progressed from there to hands
under the blanket. This was a frequent occurrence.

I had no feelings by this point. You used to hear
somebody walking along in the dark and hope that he
wasn't coming to you. Sometimes he would pass you and
go to another bed. Maybe when someone new came in, or
when he got bored of someone.

'Life was focused on the abuse, whether it was
during the day or hearing screams at night. It is
difficult to explain to people the fear you felt in
there. I was not able to be a ten year old boy. I was
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frightened to go to bed every night, frightened to
sleep, and frightened of the noises. I am surprised
I didn't wet the bed every night. He might not have
come near me at night if I had.

'The sexual abuse became less frequent. I don't
know if it's because I objected to it. I like to think
that I would have objected to it. Maybe that is when
the violence started, because the abuse became more
about violence after that. If you looked at a member of
staff and they thought it was insolent or whatever,
you'd get a clip around the ear. They would also punch
you on the back of your head, in your stomach or
wherever they wanted to punch you.

'I was so terrified by the physical aspect of the
abuse. If they said "boo" to me, I probably would have
fallen over. I only remember the names of Mr
and Mr but other teachers would physically abuse
you too. If they asked you a question and you didn't
know the answer, you could be assaulted for that.

I wouldn't call that discipline. We were youngsters and
didn't have a hope in hell of defending ourselves.

'They just did what they wanted. I had no feelings
by this point. I didn't get upset then, I didn't care.
There was nobody to tell anyway.

'There was a teacher who loved his golf. He liked
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human targets. I saw first-hand a boy next to me being
hit in the head with a ball. It had been deliberate.

I was right next to the boy and I heard it hit him. The
lump came up under his head instantly. It was like the
ball was under his skin. I didn't know the teacher
then, but I found out later that his name was

Mr . I think he was the physical education
teacher.

'TI must have gone back to Balrossie after this other
house and working on the farm. I know this was the case
because it was from Balrossie that I was released back
to the care of my mother.'

Then he says he had been ordered to stay at school
until he was 18, but he left when he was 14.

He then talks about life back at home from
paragraph 95 and he thinks he had a small period of
stability back home and that he went to school. This
was a secondary school, which he went to for about
a year or so and it was lovely. But they had an annex
for people who were either disruptive or couldn't do the
work and he fell into the couldn't-do-the-work category,
because he had no education and there was a separate
gqueue for children going into that annex, so he was
segregated in the playground and says he was stigmatised
straight away.
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Balrossie and other places as an adult and he spoke to

a member of staff in Balrossie. He tells us a bit about
that and his conversations with the staff there, and one
in particular, a lady in the village, who worked in the
kitchen at Balrossie, who wasn't there when he was
there. He says he told her about the treatment that
they got there with the belt and the regime and she
reacted by saying at least it was done behind closed
doors. 'Peter' says:

'I bit my tongue and walked away. I was totally
gobsmacked that an adult could turn around and say
that.'

He talks about making a-video when he came
back and he says that many people who went to Balrossie

have commented on it and that someone commented with

a link to a statement made by on a teacher's
forum, and that on that forum, talks about

the use of the belt being enjoyed by the children and
that they needed it. And he wrote about how one of the
children messed themselves as the belt was being
administered and ran away and that he and other people
holding the boy down found it amusing.

He says he had a printout of that and he gave it to
the National Confidential Forum. He says he has done
and achieved things in his life despite the abuse and he
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My Lady, 'Scott' was born in 1956 and talks about
his life before care between paragraphs 3 and 9. He was
brought up in Marvhill in Glasgow. He remembers all the
places he was in, but not the detail. He lived with his
parents and three siblings in a tenement flat.

Life there was horrendous, his mother and father
were never there. His father drank and gambled, there
was money issues and he was made to break into coal
bunkers to steal coal. He was sent into a church to
steal candles and he would come home from school and
nobody would be at home and he would be roaming the
streets starving and he remembers breaking into school
to get something to eat from the dining hall. His mum
would be away for weeks or months and then come back
full of drink. She would bring back fancy men. He
witnessed violence between his parents and arguments and
he talks about an assault perpetrated on him by his
mother when he was about seven or eight that led to
police and social work becoming involved. He was taken
away from the family home at that point.

He was then in a children's home and he thinks he

was there twice and he tells us about that between

paragraphs 10 and 31. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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he says that when he was about nine or ten, he was sent
to Larchgrove Remand Home. He tells about Larchgrove
from paragraphs 34 to 43, that evidence was read in on
22 March 2024, Day 427.

He was there maybe five or eight weeks for
assessment and he says there wasn't anything good at
Larchgrove, there was sexual abuse by staff, physical
abuse and he talks about a resident being murdered by
another resident when he was there.

He then tells us about Balrossie, and this is from
paragraph 45 of his statement. We know that he was
admitted -- from our records that we have recovered, he
was admitted there on _1967, aged 11, and then
he -- in the following paragraphs he talks about going
to Thornly Park and then Balgowan, but that order is
incorrect.

As I go through, my Lady, I will tell you the dates

from our records.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: He tells us about Balrossie and talks about the

He talks about night watchmen being there, but that
they were never there at night and they weren't
interested in what was going on.
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kids were taking younger kids. They were bullies.

I got bullied in Balrossie. The bullies were
horrendous. I know their names, but I don't want to
mention them. The older boys bullied the younger boys.
A group of them would hit me. I wasn't liked for some
reason. The abuse continued right through my time at
Balrossie.

'"The first two or three times that I ran away and
got brought back I got the belt on both hands. Mr
did that. I remember him asking me why I was running
away. He wanted to know why I was doing that. I didn't
tell him what boy A and the rest of the bullies were
doing to me. I was scared what might happen to me if
I did.

'"The next time I ran away, I was again caught and
taken back to Mr office. Mr was there.

Mr told me to take all of my clothes coff. I was
naked. I was made to bend over a stool. Mr put
my head between his thighs, underneath his privates. He
pressed down on me while Mr gave me the belt on
the back, buttocks and thighs. I was squealing blue
murder.

'When they were finished with me, they manhandled me
across to a wee room opposite Mr office. The
room was away from everybody. They opened the door and
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slung me in. They then threw a pair of pyjamas into the
room. In that room was a metal hospital-style bed,

a locker and a white ceramic thing to go to the toilet

in. I'm quite sure there was a wee slat on the door
with a glass window. The door was locked. I was kept
in the room until my injuries cleared up. I would have

been in there for days.

'Later on still, I was caught again, after running
away. I was taken again into Mroffice.
Mr, Mr and Mr were all in there.
They went through the same procedure. I was stripped
naked and bent over a stool. I was held down over
a stool by Mr and Mx I was given the
belt again on my back, buttocks and legs. I was then
slung into the same wee room again. I couldn't do
anything about it. I reckon that I was in that room for
maybe a fortnight.'

He says that after the first time he was locked in
the room, he ran away, and then the marks were still
visible from the beating he had been given and he got
back to his mother's and she said that she was taking
him back to Balrossie and when they got off the train in
Kilmacolm, they went straight to the police station and
his mother turned him round for the police officer to
show him the injuries, pulled his trousers down and
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lifted his shirt right up, showed them the marks and the
police didn't want to know. And he remembers his mother
shouting she was going to take things further when
nothing was done. His mother then took him to Balrossie
in a taxi and she then showed his injuries to Mr
and she tried to get Mrto say how he had got them
and Mr apologised and she told him that she was
going to take matters further, but he was then left in
Balrossie and he says nothing changed in Balrossie after
my mother -- and his sister was there too -- after his
sister left.

He continued to run away, because of what was
happening. Mr S\ was trying to work out why he was
running away, he wanted answers but 'Scott' says he was
too frightened to tell him what was happening with boy A
and the bullies. A psychiatrist got involved but again,
he didn't tell him about what was going on with the
staff, boy A or the bullies. But he says that after
that, he thinks he was moved away to Thornly Park, but
he was actually admitted to Balgowan in _1969,
on transfer from Balrossie. He was admitted to
Thornly Park in- 1970, and he was aged 14.

He was at Thornly Park, which I will talk about now,

even though it is out of order.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

171


















10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

He talks about sexual abuse by his father on one
occasion and things changed and he started running away
to be on his own. From the age of nine, 'Aaron'
describes himself as basically being on his own and his
parents didn't care where he was and he ended up being
put into care.

He was at a children's home in Fife and he says he
was at least nine when he went there. He talks about
that from paragraph 10 and he says that he was there for

about eight months or so and two of his siblings were

zondary Institutions - to be publish

with him there | He went back to

stay with his mother in Glasgow, he says when he was
roughly about ten. The windows were all boarded up at
the house, his mother and stepfather were drunk, and he
just left and ran away. He lived in various places. He
walked the streets or lived in squats, and he was caught
by the police stealing something and he was classed from
that day on, he says, as a delinquent and he was
stealing to survive. He was taken straight to
Larchgrove from court.

He talks about Larchgrove from paragraph 49 to 100,

this evidence was read in on 22 March 2024.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: Day 427. He was nine or ten, he thinks, when he

first went there. He was there a second time, but he is
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boys towards other boys and he says he took part in that
to avoid being bullied himself.

He talks in particular about staff grooming you in
there. This is at paragraph 138. This is where he
talks about boys being taken out of dorms at night.

In relation to physical abuse at paragraph 139, he
says:

'The staff were strict and brutal. They were
deliberate with their brutality ...'.

And that he was physically abused by staff when he
was in there. He talks about it being the same sort of
physical abuse that he received in Larchgrove. Everyone
was hit, always with their hands and they could hit you
anywhere and there was also keys, the same as
Larchgrove, that the staff would use to hit you and
slaps were a daily occurrence.

He talks about a gym instructor at paragraph 141 who
used to bang you in the face with a medicine ball whilst
you played a game called 'Murderball' and you had to
stand there and take it.

He then talks about someone called Mr in
paragraph 142. He says:

'One man in particular comes to mind when I think
about the abuse that went on in Balrossie. His name was
Mr “ He was always polite and that sort of thing.

179



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

However, at the same time he controlled you. He was
sinister. There was something about him that wasn't
gquite right. He was one of those people who you kind of
knew wasn't right. However, he never went far enough
for you to do something about him. It was as if the
intent was always there but he never followed through
with his actions. He was just too nice compared to the
other staff and what I was used to.

'Mrwas always touching you and cuddling you.
I would see him touch other kids in an inappropriate
way. He would inappropriately touch me. He never
physically hurt me, but he did do that. The way he
would touch you would just be cuddling or he would touch
your legs. He came across as gentle but there was

definitely something amiss.

'Mrwas always one of the ones who was
involved with instigating taking children out. I would

say that I was taken out by him, alongside other
children, two or three times every week whilst I was
there. It was usually to go out and go to Boys'
Brigade. There was one occasion when he took me out on
my own. He was supposed to be taking me to the Boys'
Brigade but he never did that. He took me to a pub in
Montrose instead. He bought me an ice cream sundae.

I have never understood why I was taken separately
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paragraph 437, he says:

'Speaking to the Inquiry is probably one of most
important things that I have done. I have been hanging
on for 30 years to speak about what happened in my
life.’

He, unfortunately, died before he was able to sign
his statement but his statement has been read in
according to the usual process, which is that those who
took his statement have indicated that that was his
position.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Nick' (read)

MS FORBES: There is another statement from an applicant who
is anonymous and is known as 'Nick'. His evidence has
been read in on three occasions before. The reference
for his statement is WIT-1-000000822.

'Nick' tells us he was born in 1984, he lived in
Glasgow with his parents and brother, and he says from
the age of five he was sexually abused by a family
member, his mum took him and left his dad, little
contact with his father after that.

His mum then had a bit of a breakdown and he was put
into respite care and he was put into a children's home

aged seven. He talks about his experience in the

econdary Institution

children's home between paragraphs 10 and 33 S
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He was moved to Newfield Assessment Centre in 1993,
aged eight, and he talks about that from paragraph 34.
He was there for about six weeks the first time, but he
says he was there a couple of times for short periods.

After the first time, he went back to his parents for

a month and then he was put back into Newfield by the

panel. He found Newfield -traumatising
He thinks he went then to Balrossie_
1993, or _of 1994, aged nine, but our
records show he was a bit younger, he was admitted on
_ 1992, when he was eight-years old, and he does
talk at paragraph 48 about being one of the youngest and
certainly --
LADY SMITH: That sounds quite young compared to most of
what we have heard of, doesn't it?
MS FORBES: Yes.
At paragraph 49, 'Nick' says:
'I was taken straight into office
and he was intimidating as well. His name was
LWH He was a big man with a bald head.
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He says he loved the horses there and even though he
didn't have permission, he would ride the horses and the
horses ended up becoming a big part of his life. He
says he got home visits for a while, but then he was
told a new baby had arrived and the home visits were
stopped. He was beaten up by the older boys and there
was physical abuse by a member of staff.

If we can go to paragraph 74, he says in relation to
running away:

'"The one and only time I tried to run away was with
two other boys. I was quite young. We hid in a barn
and I remember one of the boys got stung by a wasp. He
went back to Balrossie, we weren't far. He must have

told them where we were. We had built a den in the hay

=NR , was there saying, "Come out, I know you are

there". We did get some punishment for running away,
but I can't remember what it was.'

He says:

'"There were lots of rules at Balrossie. If you
broke the rules, you got punished, usually by being
locked in your room and told to stay there. If you were
fighting with somebody else or kicking off, you could
end up with four or five members of staff sitting on top
of you. That happened quite regularly, it happened to
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me about two or three times a week. I don't know if
they recorded it when they restrained a child. It
wasn't normal restraints they used, they would twist
your arms up your back and they did the same in

St Philip's. It was quite frightening as a child and
the pain was unbelievable. You couldn't breathe when
you had four or five of them sitting on your back. It
was particular members of staff who did that, like

ksp , but I can't remember the others' names.
If you didn't get out of bed in the morning,

KSP would tip you out of bed and use restraints
on you.'

"Nick' then speaks about abuse from paragraph 76:

'I used to get terrorised in Balrossie when I was in
school, boys would be waiting on me. It would be older
boys from the unit, but I can't remember their names.

I would tell the English teacher but she would just tell
me to get out. I can't remember her name, she was
really old, her name might have been Mrs Clark. When

I went out, I would get beaten really badly. Boys would
be stamping on my head. This was happening every day or
every other day. It was always when staff weren't
there. The psychological abuse I was going through was
unbelievable. It traumatised the life out of me.

'Some members of staff were fine, some were
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bastards. The one that always sticks in my head was

He abused me physically, mentally and
psychologically. If I did anything wrong at all, he
used to drag me up to the tower of the castle and lock
me in. I was eight years old and he was me telling
horror stories of ghosts being in the tower. He would
lock me in there for hours at a time, and there was no
window, it was just an empty dark room. There was no
food or water, and I didn't know how long I was going to
be in there. did that to me a few times.
Other staff knew it was happening, but they didn't take
any action.

's abuse usually happened at the
weekend or at night when the place was gquieter. He used
to batter me, really batter me. That took place in my
bedroom. He would batter me for being bad, which could
be anything, such as coming out of class early or
swearing at a teacher. He used to throw his keys at me,
he threw me off a wall, but he wouldn't hit me in the
face, only on the body. I had bruises all over me, but
Ksp would just say that I had fallen off my
bike again. Other staff, like the nurses, must have
noticed my bruises.

' used to abuse me regularly. It
happened any time that I did something wrong in his
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too young to understand what those boys were doing to
other boys, but when one boy tried to stick his penis in
his mouth and he told a member of staff, the whole unit
went mental, and then he understood it was a bad thing.
He tells us about reporting that and that he was
discouraged from telling his mum and dad but he did
telephone his dad and tell him and he says that they had
to keep a member of staff with him all the time, because
the boy in particular was trying to get him again and he
could hear him all the time and that went on all day
until his parents arrived that night. He remembers
seeing his dad's car and he ran out the fire exit, ran

round the unit and into the main building and walked

said the best thing to do would be for them to take him
home that night and they would figure things out from
there and that is what happened.

My Lady, we do have quite a lot of records from
'"Nick' and there is reference to this sexual incident
involwving this other boy and it being reported to his

father and, indeed, it being reported to the police.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'Nick' then says that when he went home from

Balrossie with his dad, he was home for four weeks and
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finish it by 4.00 pm, but I could try.

LADY SMITH: I think we had better leave that one, because
of -- yes, it 1s now nearly 3.50 pm and I can't go much
past 4 pm today. We have made good progress, thank you
very much for that.

Tomorrow do we start with a video-link, am I right
about that?

MS FORBES: Yes, the witness is at 10.00 am via Webex.

LADY SMITH: Very well. Thank you.

I will rise now, when I have given you some fresh
names. Just to finish off, people whose identities are
protected by my General Restriction Order, but whose

names we have used this afternoon; Mr B "

GHG HPQ GJF GSY

right name actually, it may be a slightly different name
like- but I think quite a lot of people call it
" -- they are not to be identified as referred to
in our evidence outside this room.
Thank you all very much. Until 10.00 am tomorrow

morning.

(3.50 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on Thursday, 10

October 2024)











