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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LUM

Support person present: Yes

My name is jué This is the name | was born with and | have never been

known by any other name. My date of birth is ||} I 1977. My contact details
are known to the Inquiry.

| am single and have one daughter and a grandson who is two months old. | am
presently unemployed though actively seeking employment.

Life before going into care

| was born in Duke Street Hospital in Glasgow. My dad was ||| N 2d my
mum’s name was [ | have an older sister called [JJlF My mother

went on to have other children through another relationship but | have never had
anything to do with that family.

When | was a very young child my parents separated and my dad won custody of me
and Il in 1977. He used to drink a lot and often would leave me and | N
outside a pub till midnight. He was in the army and often had people round at the
house.

My dad physically abused me and my sister a lot with a belt and | often ran away. My
social worker was called Margaret Watt and when | was caught | used to beg her not
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Newfield Assessment Centre, Johnstone

45. This was a place for badly behaved children. | was fifteen years old. | had my own
room there and it was like a wee cell. The staff were really nice at first because | was

crying all the time. Although | was fifteen | was very small and looked about ten.
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What happened was that | started getting flash-backs and my family thought | was bi-
polar. This was about seven years ago. | now get therapy once a week which is paid
for by Future Pathways.

Impact

| get constant flash-backs and really bad nightmares about my time in care. | also get
flash-backs about all the things [l did to me.
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Records

| have never tried to get my records but | would like to. | have been in contact with
Birth Link who are trying to help me.

Lessons to be Learned

Children should be listened to and children in care need to be given the proper help
and support.

Other information
It's possible that there are things that | have forgotten about regarding my time in care

but if my social work records can be recovered I'm sure they will fill in some of the

gaps.
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I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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