Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GHwW

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is -1985. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

When | was born | stayed in Dundonald, in Ayrshire. | have a large family. | was
brought up with seven brothers and sisters. There are eighteen months between all of
us. | have three younger siblings. My youngest brother is thirteen years younger than
me.

| was under social work supervision from 1994 when | was nine years old. Pat (Patricia)
Greenall was our social worker for years. Pat is now called Pat Pow. | stopped going
to school at St Joseph’s High School in Kilmarnock. | had two workers to take me to
school, meet me from school and take me to a support group once a week. Lorna
McColl was one of them. They took me to school but | left through another door. In my
records it says that the worker has come to meet me but I've been away with friends,

so they knew | was dodging school.

By the time | was thirteen years old, | was down the town all the time and sleeping with
the homeless people. | started buzzing deodorants and got into heroin. My daily life
was shoplifting and feeding my habit. Social work got wind of this and there was a
panel. | knew | was going away and | was alright with that. | packed my bags and went
to The Good Shepherd for my own safety.
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about me. | went straight for her and dealt with her. That sorted the problem out and
after that all the lassies talked to me and liked me. | had a best friend.

There was a flat away from the girl's bedrooms. After I'd been in The Good Shepherd
for a while my best friend stayed in it. My friend was going out to college. That didn’t
last long because the girls were going into the flat, taking drugs and getting out of their
face. My friend was put back to number one room beside everyone else.

Staff at The Good Shepherd

B - Bl of t< whole of The Good Shepherd. In the units there

were team managers and staff. The team managers in St Claire were Mrs Knox and,
below her, Louisa Gallacher. There were good people in The Good Shepherd. Mrs
Knox was all for the lassies and protected the girls. The normal staff with qualifications
were Lorraine McKenzie, Stephen Thomson and Susan Rae. Stephen was my
keyworker.

There were sessional workers who came in for weekend work. Grant was a fire-fighter
and Lisa Jamieson was a beauty therapist. Lisa was brilliant and really nice. There
was a woman called Kathleen Moran. | got along with her but she went out on date
with Stephen Thomson and | didn't like her after that. There was a woman called
Amanda who was a sessional worker too.

There were three staff per shift. The staff stuck to their own unit, unless there was a
shortage and staff would go into a different unit. There were only two members of staff
on at night time. One of them, Old Marnie, was in her sixties and couldn’t control the

lassies.
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At about 7:00 pm or 8:00 pm, Stephen asked if | wanted to go to the shop for fags. |
said | did and he told me to get myself sorted out. | got washed, which was what |
usually did before | went out with him. We sneaked away. The local shops were five
minutes away but we went to the Greenock motorway and pulled into a layby. We had
oral sex, sex simulation and masturbation. Stephen’s phones were going like mad. At
first it was The Good Shepherd phone in his car and then it was his own phone.

By the time | got home all the lassies were in their bed. Standing in reception were Mr
Mrs Knox, Louisa Gallacher and Mrs Kelly, who was another team manager.
They told me to get to bed and | did. They told Stephen to go into the office. | don’t
know what story he was giving to them. None of the staff asked me where | was or if
we were doing anything.

Allegations of abuse made by a member of public and a resident at The Good
Shepherd

Two allegations came out of one time Stephen and me were in the car. We were in a
lay-by and a member of the public from Bishopton saw us in the car. They knew the
car was from The Good Shepherd because we had one blue and one green Ford
Focus. The allegation was that they saw a girl and a male member of staff acting
inappropriately with each other.

| was on home leave and, before | knew about the allegation, | phoned my best friend.
My friend was seventeen years old and was the oldest in the unit. My friend told me
about a first oral experience she had just had and | told her about my first oral
experience with Stephen. My friend must have known that was wrong.

My friend’s dad overheard our conversation. He took my friend to The Good Shepherd
and sat her in front of three team managers, Mrs Knox, Louisa Gallacher and Lorraine
McKenzie. My friend gave them the full description of what was happening. She told
the team managers how long I'd been seeing Stephen for, where he was taking me
and what we’d been doing.
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| was put on a six month contract. They said if | failed at the contract it wasn’t foster
care the kids were going to, it was adoption. | was terrified of social work. | couldn’t
understand how they could do that when | hadn’t done anything.

Social work went on about my mental health. They look on mental health in a bad way.
Social work wanted my doctor's records. | was so glad | wasn't on anti-depressants
because they were trying to use my history to take my kids. | passed all the tests and
got rid of social work. | haven’t seen them since.

Reporting of Abuse

| got in touch with the Inquiry and was asked if it was okay for the police to call me. |
said | would talk to the police. | spoke to the police in January 2020 and they have
been brilliant. The police have done an amazing job in putting the case together and
they haven't let me down. When | spoke to the police, they never judged me or made
any assumptions. They listened to me and | really respect for them for that.

The Good Shepherd tried to deny | had even been in the place. They denied there
was an allegation about Stephen. They told the police there wasn’t a St Claire’s unit.
The police came back to me and asked if there were other girls in the unit they could
speak to. | gave the police my friend’s names and they said there was a St Clair's unit.
| don’t know why The Good Shepherd were hiding that. Once the police spoke to
he said | was in The Good Shepherd and he knew who | was.

The case nearly never went to court because there were no records from The Good
Shepherd. | had to plead with the Procurator Fiscal. | said | knew there would be no
records from The Good Shepherd because they never did anything about the
allegation or phoned the police and they probably hid my records. | said was it not a
case where the thirteen witnesses went into court, said what they had to say and the
judge and jury made up their mind who was telling truth.
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different. It looked like the three units had been taken down and | couldn’t see the red
building that we had been in.

Records

| requested my records because | wanted the information from The Good Shepherd. |
applied for my records in January 2020 and never received them until May or June. |
had to write an email to social work saying | had been waiting a long time for my
records and it was my right to see them. They got a solicitor to write back to me. The
solicitor said the information | was looking for was possibly with Renfrewshire Council
because it wasn't with them. | wondered why they would need to get a lawyer to write
back to me. They said some of my files weren't there and the files were here, there
and everywhere.

| am led to believe there are no records from The Good Shepherd. The records | got
were from Kilmarnock social work. | was in The Good Shepherd for two and half and
years and only the last six months were in the records. Anything to do with Stephen
Thomson wasn't there. I'll maybe find out at court what's happened to my records. |
got all my review records. I've downloaded 190 pages but there is a lot more.

Lessons to be Learned

The Good Shepherd failed by keeping secret the allegations about Stephen. They
should have acknowledged the allegations straight away. They should have followed
protocols, especially because two allegations came in. They should have phoned the
police and let the police do their job. The Good Shepherd could have helped me by
talking to me. The Good Shepherd knew by talking to me | was going to break down
and tell them something.

The staff knew what was going on with me and Stephen. If one of the team managers
had stepped out of their comfort zone and had asked "Why are we
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not getting the police in here?” then my life could have been different. | would have
been angry at the time but the police would have seen right through me. The police

would have seen | was protecting Stephen and done their own investigations.

The Good Shepherd could have put more security in the building and stopped the girls

from getting into heroin. Security was a massive flaw.

They should have rethought their discipline rules. The girls could have been treated
differently. The staff didn’t need to be so forceful with the lassies.

Our mental health should have been assessed when we went in and we might have
got help. You can see from my records that something is wrong. We never had any
medical attention and we never went to the dentist. Social work say if you don't take
your kids to dentist or doctor's appointments then its neglect. The Good Shepherd
failed in that way.

Other information

This is the final part for me and | don’'t want to carry it all my life. | need to get my story
out there and be listened to. All my life | couldn’t talk because nobody would believe
me. The Good Shepherd failed me. | was only fifteen years old. Even if | thought | was
an adult, | wasn’t an adult. I'm continuing with counselling and I'll do my best not to
look back at this story again.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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