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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KSR

Support person present: Yes

My name is My surname as a child was [} My date of

birth il 1944. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Glasgow but my parents‘-and - came to London when | was
a year old, just after the war. My grandparents, aunties, uncles and cousins stayed in
Glasgow and those who are still alive are up there. | was with my aunt and uncle for
quite a long time and they wanted to adopt me, but my mother wouldn’t have it. She

brought me back to London when | was about three years old.

From then on, | was in and out of care. My brother, - was six years older than me.
My mother wasn't able to or wouldn’t take care of us. There was never any family life
at all, in any shape or form. We just didn’t have parents that looked after us. My father
was an alcoholic and a gambler. We never had anything in the house, food or clothing
or anything. My mother found someone else in the end and we were more or less left
to our own devices. | was never at home for any length of time.

When | was at home, | didn't live with my mother because | wasn't allowed to be in her
care. | lived with an Irish lady across the road. She was a very nice lady with loads of
kids. My mother’s boyfriend at the time didn't want me in the house. Any time | was
home, | was with the Irish lady. We went to court when | was eight or nine. It was a

juvenile court in Brixton Town Hall. They asked my mother if she would provide a safe
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On our side of the convent, there were probably about two hundred of us. It was all
girls. There were quite a lot of girls who were older than me. They came from Glasgow,
Paisley and all around that area. There were a couple of girls of seventeen, eighteen
who came from Greenock and Gourock. The age range was ten to eighteen. The nuns

called us by our surnames, but we used to call each other by our first names. | was

aviays known s (N

On the other side, there was a reformatory school. It was a separate building within
the convent. The girls there were much younger but they didn’t mix with us at all. In
our building, there was the laundry, then a communal room where you had to do your

own mending and darning, a dining room and beyond that was the kitchen.

Routine at St. Euphrasia’s
First day

| was put on a train in London and a nun met me at the other end. | arrived at Glasgow
Central and the nun took me to the convent on the bus and that was it. | was put to
work in the laundry. The same thing happened the day that they said we were to leave.

Mornings and bedtime

The nuns woke us up with a bell at seven. We had to get up straight away and get up,
washed, make our beds before breakfast. After breakfast, we went into work. We did
everything ourselves, cleaning, washing, everything, in our dormitories and in the
convent.

None of the sisters stayed with us at night. They used to put us to bed and get us up,
but when the lights were off, they were off. Lights out was at eight o'clock. We weren't
allowed to talk or go into each other's rooms. We weren't allowed to get out of our
beds unless we were going to the toilet. Until we were older, we were in a dormitory

with four beds. When we got older, we were moved into cubicles. They weren't proper
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Not so long ago, children left care and they didn’'t have anything. They didn’t have a
stable place to live or jobs. They were more or less out on a limb on their own. They
had no family support. Nine times out of ten, because there’s no support, they end up
back in that environment because it’s the only support they know. That's where the
trouble starts. It carries on. | was definitely institutionalised. You go like a homing
pigeon, back to what you know, no matter how bad it was.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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