Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HKC

Support person present: No

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| grew up on the south side of Glasgow. | lived with my parents_ and

_and my brother,- who is 14 months older than me. My dad was

a self-employed handyman, he could fix anything.

| went to primary school here and there and then started in Darnley Primary School. |
liked it there. | was there until | was five years old, in 1990.

In 1990 a family member was baby-sitting my brother and |. His name was -

- My parents were out playing darts. We were in our house at-

Nitshill, Glasgow. He woke me up and left my brother sleeping. He took me to another
room and sexually abused me.

| told my parents straight away when they came home. _ran straight
out of the house. Mum and dad didn't want to believe it. They didn’t want to discuss it,

they just swept it under the carpet. The matter was not reported to the police.
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and uncles stormed out. My gran said | was going on holiday for a couple of weeks. |

was really excited to start with then | realised it was just me myself.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

11. | was seven years old when | first went to Clark House. | went there straight from my
Gran’s house. | must have had a bag with me when | went to my Gran’s.
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Newfield Assessment Centre, Johnstone - 1993

| got taken to Newfield Assessment Centre by my social worker. He just told me | was
getting moved, he didn’t tell me where we were going. | think | was there for about six
weeks the first time | went there. | was there a couple of times for short periods. The
first time | was there, | went back to my parents for about a month. Then | put back to
Newfield by a Children’s panel in Bell Street, Glasgow.

Newfield was more for kids with real problems, older kids. It was a two storey building
and it was a locked unit, they had bars on the windows. Obviously there were fire
escapes but other than that it was locked. On the ground floor was the living room with
doors and corridors all round. The bedrooms were upstairs and they all had skylights.
They had a bar across them so you couldn’t open the window too much, but people
broke those off and went climbing about all over the roof. It was a really problematic

school.

The kids there were from six or seven years of age, right up to sixteen years of age.
As an eight year old kid, | found it terrifying. There were between fifty and sixty kids
at Newfield. It was a mixed unit, boys and girls.

| was just taken straight in and up to a bedroom and left to deal with it. It was [}

traumatising Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Routine at Newfield Assessment Centre

The Unit Managers were in charge at Newfield. There were four or five units, divided
by age. My unit was called Bute. It seemed to be a mixture of younger boys and older
girls. There were some older boys too. It is hard to explain but it was like an integration
unit. | didn’t suffer any abuse at Newfield. | was younger, so the older kids looked after

me.
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Balrossie was on two levels. There were two different units, one on each of the two
floors. One unit was called Bute and the other was called Cumbria. | was in Bute.
There was also a cottage across from the castle which was for boys of fourteen up to
sixteen, boys who were getting ready to leave.

| was taken straight into ofﬁce, and he was intimidating as well. His
name was He was a big man with a bald head. The way he spoke
was quite brash. He came across as dead intimidating. His wife was a teacher at the

school too.

Routine at Balrossie
First day

They had horses in the field in front of Balrossie and horses are my favourite animal.

They kept goats and sheep up the back. There was a big football park.

Going for that first visit to Balrossie gave me a false impression. It was a castle, it
seemed magical. When | went there to stay, it was a completely different experience.
The building was horrific from day one because | was withdrawn into myself because
of what happened with my family. Being quiet and withdrawn, people took advantage

of that in a big way.
Morning and night time

They had dormitories at Balrossie with three beds. | shared with boys called -

-and _ They were twelve or thirteen years old, they were older than
me. There was one wardrobe and there were drawers under the beds. You kept your

personal belongings in there, but | don’t remember much in the way of personal
belongings. We weren't allowed to personalise our bed area in the dormitories.
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Leisure time

We played football but the bullying was on my mind constantly. It was always on my
mind and | was stuck there. It was horrible.

After | stopped having home leave | looked forward to the weekends because they
were so nice and quiet, unless S vas on. A ot of the boys were away at
weekends. Weekends were nice and relaxed, you could do anything you wanted. |
used to go up to the back fields and look after the goats and sheep. | didn’t get
permission to ride the horses in the field at the front of Balrossie, but | did. | built up
the courage just to jump on its back one day and it went from there. | also became
pals with the farmer’s daughter and we became close. She used to take me out riding

and that's where | learned to ride. Horses became a big part of my life.
Trips/Holidays

They used to take us fishing and ice skating. They took us on holiday to Cannes in
France. We went to Arran. It wasn't everyone from Balrossie that went on holiday, just

some of us. Those were some good memories.

They didn’t have outside groups like Cubs and the Scouts but at Christmas, summer,
and Easter, they would have discos. They got girls from the community centre and
local schools in the area and got them to come to discos, and that's how we got
introduced to females. We used to go to their schools for discos too, the discos were
mad. It was the only time we had contact with kids from outside Balrossie. Some of
the girls were from the Good Shepherd home and some were from the local community
centres in Greenock, like Bairdshill Community Centre. | enjoyed those discos.

Willie Windgate, the science teacher sticks in my mind. He used to take us to his house
at Lochwinnoch. That's how | first got into cars. He had a Panda and he used to teach
us how to drive it in a field. He made us dinner in his house, with his wife. All the staff

used to take us to their houses. It was good leaving Balrossie and being in a normal
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Birthdays and Christmas

There’s not much | remember about Christmas at Balrossie. | remember Christmas
dinner and the units getting decorated. Those were happier times. We got presents
and Christmas money from the school. | got money for my birthday. | have never had
a birthday party in my life.

Visits

The social worker came up with my mum a few times. | think it was a different Social
Worker than before. The Social Worker would visit on his own as well. He would take
me out for a cup of tea or coffee. | just told him it was fine in Balrossie.

Jean Smith was my keyworker, she was a good member of staff. She used to take me
out. | didn’t tell her about the abuse | was suffering because you didn't want to be
labelled a grass. She must have noticed though.

Healthcare

There was one nurse at Balrossie. | can't remember the name of the nurse. | remember
one time | had to see her and | had my top off. She saw the bruises caused by [l
Sl s abuse but it was just put down to wear and tear, or | had fallen off something.

| needed medical treatment when | got beaten up by older boys. It was always just the
nurse who dealt with it, there was no outside medical treatment. | did tell the nurse
how | got the injuries but she didn’t do anything. | don’t know if she made a record of
anything. She might have done because they did have these books to describe how
we were doing physically. My book should still be there, or in the Mitchell Library, or

wherever.
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Running away

The one and only time | tried to run away was with two other boys, | was quite young.
We hid in a barn and | remember one of the boys got stung by a wasp. He went back
to Balrossie, we weren'’t far. He must have told them where we were. We had built a
den in the hay bales and | looked down and was
there saying, “Come out, | know you're there.” We did get some punishment for running

away but | can’t remember what it was.
Discipline

There were lots of rules at Balrossie. If you broke the rules you got punished, usually
by being locked in your room and told to stay there. If you were fighting with somebody
else or kicking off you could end up with four or five members of staff sitting on top of
you. That happened quite regularly. It happened to me about two or three times a
week. | don't know if they recorded it when they restrained a child. It wasn’t normal
restraints they used, they would twist your arms up your back, and they did the same
in St Phillips. It was quite frightening as a child and the pain was unbelievable. You
couldn’t breathe when you had four or five of them sitting on your back. It was particular

members of staff who did that, like S but ! can’t remember the others’
names. If you didn't get out of bed in the morning SN Would tip you out of

bed and then use restraints on you.

Abuse at Balrossie

| used to get terrorised in Balrossie. When | was in school, boys would be waiting on
me. It would be older boys from the unit but | can’t remember their names. | would tell
the English teacher but she would just tell me to get out. | can't remember her name,
she was really old, her name might have been Mrs Clark. When | went out, | would
get beaten really badly. Boys would be stamping on my head. This was happening
every day, or every other day. It was always when staff weren’t there. The
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psychological abuse | was going through was unbelievable. It traumatised the life out

of me.

Some members of staff were fine, some were bastards. The one that always sticks in
my head was. He abused me physically, mentally, and psychologically.
If | did anything wrong at all, he used to drag me up to the tower of the castle and lock
me in. | was eight years old and he was telling me horror stories of ghosts being in the
tower. He would lock me in there for hours at a time and there was no window, it was
just an empty dark room. There was no food or water, and | didn't know how long |
was going to be in there. i did that to me a few times. Other staff knew it
was happening but they didn’t take any action.

R s abuse usually happened at the weekend or at night when the place
was quieter. He used to batter me, really batter me. That took place in my bedroom.
He would batter me for being bad which could be anything, such as coming out of
class early or swearing at a teacher. He used to throw his keys at me, he threw me off
a wall, but he wouldn’t hit me in the face, only on the body. | had bruises all over me
but if S wou'd just say that | had fallen off my bike again. Other staff like

the nurses must have noticed my bruises.

Bt used to abuse me regularly. It happened any time that | did something
wrong, in his eyes. That continued throughout my time at Balrossie and | was there for

years.

The two boys | shared a dormitory with,_and_ were bullies.
| woke up one morning and _was trying to stick his penis in my mouth. He
had tried it many times before that. He and other boys would hold me down and

pretend they were going to do that. Mostly | fought them off but | had seen what they
had done to other boys.

_and _were like predators, but_was the worst.

What they would try and do to other boys was they would make a lot of dens in the

bedrooms and elsewhere. They would make them out of sofa cushions, quilts, and
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things. They used to go into these dens and touch each other. They did it to me as
well. | vou'd get you to go into a den and dare you to do things, like pull
your willie out and touch it. | didn’t understand, | thought it was a game they were

playing.

Staff would be around when they were using these dens but either they didn’t see what
was going on or they didn't want to see. There were only a couple of good staff, most

didn’t care.

Reporting of abuse at Balrossie

| was too young to understand what_ and _ were doing to

other boys but when_tried to stick his penis in my mouth and | told a
member of staff, the whole unit went mental. Then | understood it was a bad thing. |
told the staff member and they then spoke to ||l about it. 1 think the staff
member might have been Jean Smith, my keyworker._managed to get
to me in the shower room and battered shit out of me. There were other boys hanging
about with- Then the member of staff got us isolated. | told them that |
wanted to tell my mum and dad but they tried to discourage me from telling them, but
| did. | telephoned my dad from the staff phone. They tried so hard to discourage me
because of the problems it would cause. | can't remember the names of the staff
members involved in that. There were male and female staff members, it should be in

my notes.

They kept a member of staff with me all the time because_ was trying to
get me again. | could hear him all the time. That went on all day until my parents arrived
that night. | remember | saw my dad’s car and | ran away from the member of staff,
ran out the fire exit, and ran round the unit and into the main building. | walked into the
SNR office and my dad was there with two of his mates. SNENGTTNN
said that the best thing to do would be for them to take me home
that night and they would figure things out from there. That's what happened.

18















104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

Discipline at South Annan

There wasn'’t any discipline at South Annan or Seafield, they didn’t use restraints. They
were softly softly, it was very different from the other places.

Abuse at South Annan

There was an older boy in South Annan called i} ! don’t know his surname. He
was fifteen and | was still about ten years old. He had his own bedroom. It started off
one day we were in his bedroom and he started masturbating. He ejaculated in front
of us kids and he started to abuse us one at a time. There were about four or five of

us younger kids there. One of the other boys there was called _-

would touch me and get me to touch him, things like that.

| suffered physical bullying as well at South Annan. It was one boy in particular called
_. He was older than me and he started picking on me one day and the
staff just let it go. He gave me physical beatings and made threats about beatings.
_used to stamp on my head and | had injuries on my face. | remember
one time | went to one of the male members of staff about it but they more or less said

just deal with it. | can’'t remember the name of that member of staff.

The staff noticed my injuries but | never got medical treatment for them. The staff did
ask if | wanted to report it but | couldn’t report it. If you report it you get labelled a grass,
and it gets worse. | saw that happening to other kids in every home | was in.-

-bullied a boy called- and he went to the staff. The staff went to| |l

and told him what [Jffrac said and it just got worse for him. |Jfjwas about
the same age as me, | don’t remember his second name.

The beatings from _ended because he got older and left and he went to
a unit for older boys. | then became one of the older boys after we moved to Seafield
at Ardrossan. That's when | decided | wasn’t going to be a victim any more, or at least
that's what | tried to do.
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We used to get taken to Inverclyde National Sports Centre when we were at Seafield.
The gymnastics teacher there, he abused a few of us. His name was something.
He abused me when | was nine or ten years old. He was a predator and at that age
we didn’t know there was anything wrong with it. The way he used to carry on with
us, it was like he was having a laugh but he would go for our private parts all the time,
slapping our arses. It came out about fifteen years ago that that's what he was doing.
Another boy and a lassie came out and said that he had been tampering with them.
None of the staff from Seafield knew about it at the time.

Reporting of abuse at South Annan

| think there were situations where kids had gone to staff about being abused by
- but there wasn't any action taken.

There were a few times | reported boys together, to the staff. There were boys together
from the age of eight to twelve years old. The staff would come up with me and see
the boys together, touching each other and the staff never done anything about it. |
think Eric and Ricky were two of the staff members | told. They acknowledged it, they
saw it but never did anything. They would send one of the boys to their own room but
looking back on it, it seemed to be normal.

The staff were more family oriented. They took more interest and they took you to their
family homes. They tried to understand what was wrong with us, but | still didn’'t
disclose any of the abuse | had suffered.

Leaving South Annan

| had been at South Annan quite a while when it closed and | got moved to Seafield in
Ardrossan. Seafield was like the open part of South Annan and they must have
decided Seafield wasn’t worth it, or they sold the building, or the lease was up.
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Routine at St Philips School, Airdrie
First day

We first went to the main building. It was one of the unit managers who met me and
we drove up to my unit. There were three different units Bute, Arran, and Loch Islay.
Arran and Loch Islay were for older boys, Bute was for younger boys. The three units
were all in the main grounds but they were quite far apart, we drove to my unit from
the main building. Going into the unit all the other boys were sniffing about asking who
| was. It was like a dog going into a new enclosure. People asking me where | came
from, things like that. There were about ten or fifteen boys in Bute unit from age ten to
about fourteen. There were about forty to fifty boys at St Phillips.

Downstairs was the living room, dining room, and toilets. Upstairs, it was just corridors
and that's where all the bedrooms were.

School

Because of bullying, a member of staff would have to take me from class to class. It
was the only way they could stop me from getting battered. The first chance | would
get | would run away.

School was alright when | was there. If you did misbehave there was a time out building
next to the education block. It would mean five or six men restraining you. You would
end up with carpet burns from resisting them restraining you. | taught myself how to
read and write when | was on the run by reading road signs and things.

Trips/Holidays

At the start they used to take us camping for two weeks at a time to Loch Morar. Most
of those trips were dreadful as well because the staff would be drinking when we were

in bed. The staff who did that were and s
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el would terrorise us and throw us off the pier, and Loch Morar

was supposed to be the coldest Loch in Europe.
Visits/Inspections/Review of Detention

| didn’t have a support worker at St Phillip's. My social worker did visit me at St Phillip’s,
| can remember going to meetings about my behaviour. Sometimes my family would
come for these meetings. They asked why | was absconding but | didn't tell them. By
that time | was emotionally drained.

| can remember going to Children’s Panels too. Every time | got charged with a new
offence they had another Panel. It was just a slap on the wrist from the Panel, | never
really understood what they were having Panels for, | never felt like my voice was
heard at the Panels. | didn’t have a lawyer representing me at Children’s Panels, just

the social worker,

Foster care while at St Phillips

Because my mum and dad weren’t taking me home | started getting weekends to
foster parents. | was on and off to different foster parents. There was one in Alloa, one
in Cumbernauld, and one in Bo’Ness. | loved it in my foster placements. | was in a
normal family where | could be a normal kid. | went to foster parents in Alloa called

B B hcy wanted to adopt me but my mum and dad put the

blockers on it.
The one in Cumbernauld was an older man and wife and they were brilliant. One of
the boys | grew up with at school was there as well but because my mum and dad put

the blockers on them adopting me it fucked my life even more.

| had a befriender from when | was in South Annan as well, all the way up to St Phillip’s
and he wanted to adopt me but my mum and dad put the blockers on that too.
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Running away

When we started running away, however long we were away for, that's how long we
had to sit on the Time Out Chair. It could be five, six, or ten hours. We would be allowed
off the chair for lunch and things, then back on the chair.

Then in 1997, | was thirteen years old and | had run away from St Philips. | was in
Glasgow City Centre on the way to my auntie’s house. | was making my own way there
from Airdrie to Springburn. | met two guys and a lassie | had seen before. They were
in their thirties, | can’t remember their names. | had been in their company before in
the town and because the woman was there | thought | could trust them. They offered
to give me a lift and they gave me a drink of Buckfast in the back of a motor. That's all
| can remember. They kidnapped me for a week and abused me. Now, the two men
are in this prison for murdering that woman a few years ago. When | woke up the
woman was trying to give me water and | could feel blood between my bum cheeks. |
could see blood on the bed. | don’t know where it was that they took me. The only
thing | could remember on the way there was the smell of sea air. Thankfully, after a
week, they dropped me off in Glasgow city centre. | didn't make any formal report
about it. | did try to talk to the staff but they were suggesting | was a rent boy because
| came back wearing new clothes.

| used to get terrorised constantly in St Phillips, | used to run away to get away from it.
After the abduction, | just wanted to get back. | made my own way back and a member
of staff got a phone call from another member of staff,
They asked who had been on the run and [fiiilfsaid that | had been. [EGN
blamed me for breaking in to his house. When the other boys got to hear about this, |
couldn’t get any peace. All | wanted to do was have a bath but they were all round me
and | still had to do my time on the Time Out chair. Because | had come back in new
clothes, boys were asking me if | was a rent boy. You just couldn’t talk to these people.
No one asked me where | had been or what happened, | was just treated as a bad
boy. Other times | had absconded | got caught shoplifting so they just assumed that’s
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Discipline

One thing that stood out at St Phillips was Time Out. It was a chair behind a pillar
against a wall in the main living room. If you swore, you got thirty seconds Time Out.
If you kept going you would get more time added on. You had to sit there and not talk.
If you did talk, you had to start the Time Out again. | ended up sitting in that chair every
day. That became a big part of my life. It wasn’t a big part of my life to begin with but
it did become a large part.

When | first went to St Phillips School everything was fine, | went to school, | had a
great life. | was just coming in to my teenage years. | joined the Army Cadets in Airdrie.
| loved it, | was training to be a sniper in the Army. | was in the Cadets for two years.
That came to an end because | was absconding so much.

Abuse at St Philips School, Airdrie

If | was getting bullied at St Phillip’s, staff like |Gz would
tell me to stick up for myself, they made out it was my fault.

Certain members of staff used to organise thirty second square go's between us. One
member of staff that did that was called He was on the nightshift and he used
to be allowed to smoke. He would organise square go’s between boys when he was
on nightshift on his own.

Years after | was in St Phillips, | would have been about fourteen or fifteen years old,
| was out with my parents outside Dunoon. a member of staff from
St Phillips saw me and thought | had absconded from somewhere. He had it in for me
because he believed that | had broken into his house. He told me that the police told
him that they found my fingerprint on a concrete slab at his house. He abducted me
and said he was going to do all sorts to me but then he thought better of it and | got
back to my mum and dad. My parents contacted the police but no action was taken
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School

Rossie Farm was good. It was structured and | got an education there. | did my
Standard Grades and SVQ's at Rossie Farm School. | got 12 SQA’s in English,
science, modern studies, P.E. and other subjects | can't remember. | got Standard
Grade English and maths. The maths teacher was really good.

Leisure time

There was a swimming pool in Rossie Farm School. You would get taken out in
handcuffs to go to the swimming pool. They also used to put us in handcuffs to go on
walks round the grounds of the school with a member of staff. They were called Held

walks.

Trips/Holidays

They took us on trips to the cinema.

Visits

My Social Worker would come and visit and | would get given a day pass so that she
could take me out. You had to build up to getting a day out. There was basic, standard,
and enhanced, based on your behaviour She took me into Montrose or to the beach.
She would ask me how | was getting on, ask about home leaves.

My mum and dad did start coming to visit me at Rossie Farm and | did get home leaves
but | just felt like a stranger. By this time my mum and dad had moved. They stayed
eleven miles outside Dunoon so if | went on a home leave | was just stuck.

Discipline

We were put in restraints and put on the silent cell. There was only one silent cell, just
a room with a plastic mat. That could happen if you were fighting or for smashing your
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Leaving Cardross

When | absconded from Cardross, | got caught and got taken to the police station and

I got taken straight from there to Kerelaw by the social worker and the police.

Kerelaw, Stevenston - 2000

Routine at Kerelaw

Kerelaw was just the same as Cardross, it was a secure unit, it was fenced off. It was

just a baby jail.
It was just constant bullying by all the older boys. Some of the staff were alright, some

were just intimidating. There were no members of staff like Neil Armstrong at Kerelaw,

none of them took any particular interest in me.

School

The school was shocking. It was mediocre, it was just do what you want to do.

Participate if you want to participate, don't if you don't.

Discipline

There was a lot of Time Out at Kerelaw, you could be put to your room for hours. You
could be put to your room for swearing, fighting, things like that and you were locked
in.

The restraints in there were really bad. | don't remember any particular members of

staff as being bad for restraints, it was just generally like that with staff. Some didn’t
do it, some did and some were worse than others. You would have both your arms
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twisted right up your back at the same time, you would get hurt. They would also grab
your legs, it took six members of staff to do it. It was called Getting Turkey'd Up.

Abuse at Kerelaw

You were getting attacked all the time. You were getting threatened all the time. Other
boys would talk other boys into doing it. It was just stressful.

Leaving Kerelaw

| was just turning sixteen years of age. | managed to bide my time for six weeks. | was
biding my time to get away from Kerelaw. Then members of staff took me on an
escorted trip to the cinema in Kilmarnock and | absconded. | was away for six months.

During that period, my aunty took me in and | stayed with her on the south side of
Glasgow. She understood what had happened to me when | was younger. | didn’t
have any social work involvement at that time, they didn't know where | was. |
managed to stay out of trouble for six months, the police didn’t know where | was. It

really felt like an escape. | fitted in and | was accepted. | wasn’t a victim any more.

My time leaving care could have been handled better. You are meant to get a Leaving
Care grant, get set up with a house, | never got any of that. Any time | went back to

care with new clothes, they took the clothes off me and | never got them back.

Then drugs and drink became a big factor in my life. Drugs such as ecstasy, acid, and
cocaine. This was as | was turning sixteen years of age. | started stealing cars and
ended up tied in with the a criminal family. They ended up taking me under their wing
and | stayed with them. | was getting respect for what | did.

| phoned Kerelaw one day because | wanted to go back, | don’t know why. They said
they didn't have a bed there for me anymore. Then they took me to Bell Street
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Children’s Panel and told me my supervision order was getting lifted. | was quite
scared about that. No one asked me about whether the supervision order should be

terminated. That was me cut loose from the social work. Then | ran away again.

After that | went to Polmont Young Offenders Institute. | got thirty days for theft. That
was from Paisley Sheriff Court. | remember the court preparing reports about me, |
saw a social worker but | don’t think they spoke to the social workers who had been
involved in my care. It was a terrifying experience going through the adult court system.
| got sixty days and | did thirty days.

I was in Kibble for a short period as well. It is just a blur because | was always
absconding. | think | was only in there for about three months. That was when | was
about sixteen years old, maybe. Every day a member of staff just sat in a room with
me. They sat on a chair and | sat on the floor because | used to run away constantly.

Anything that | had of my own, that they hadn’t given me, they took off me. Anything |
had been bought by my family was taken from me. It was like taking my identity.
Polmont Young Offenders Institution - 2001

Polmont was terrifying. There were so many beatings from staff, so many beatings
from other inmates, because | was a first-timer. | was in the under 21’s, the worst hall
in the jail.

Routine at YOI Polmont

| got told about Open Secret when | went to Polmont. Open Secret is a charity dealing
with abuse in care. | was in a disciplinary cell and | was suicidal. | was about 17 or 18,

it wasn’'t my first sentence. | was doing a sentence of three years and eleven months.

| had several other periods of custody in Polmont. It was the first time | opened up and
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spoke about the abuse | had suffered in childhood. My support worker listened to me,
it was the first time anyone had. | was involved with Open Secret for about eight years.

School

There wasn’t education like school classes but there were more work parties. | was in

the engineers doing wielding.
Leisure time

| just sat about and played cards all day most of the time.

Discipline

You would be restrained in Polmont and the staff would put your arm right up your
back. They would run into doors with you when they were taking you to segregation.

Abuse at YOI Polmont

| first encountered staff violence when | smashed my cell up. was the
Unit Manager at Polmont. He came in to my cell and said, “You think you are a wee
gangster?” and he battered the shit out of me. [N as in his forties. There
were three of them when he beat me up. One of the other two got called jisalll | don’t
know the other one's name. They were punching and kicking me on the body,
everywhere from the neck down. That went on for about five minutes. It was sore
where they had hit me. | was quite a big boy when | was sixteen but | was terrified by
the beating | got from these men. | didn’t know how long it was going to last.

| saw some boys getting really battered by staff, not the same staff who battered me.
| saw Mr [ battering a boy. If boys smashed up their cells, the staff would go in
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HMP Barlinnie - 2007

Abuse at Barlinnie

| was addicted to heroin by the time | went to Barlinnie. | was out exercising and there
were boys from a different scheme in at the same time. | was fighting with one of them

and another one slashed me from behind. | had to get stiches and it has left a scar.

Leaving Barlinnie

| have done seventeen years in the jail since | was sixteen. | am now thirty seven. |
have about 250 convictions. | didn’t have any after care support after leaving any of

my care placements, | just moved straight into the prison system.

Life after being in care

| always wanted to be a soldier but | got my first conviction in 1997 and | got a
dishonourable discharge from the Army Cadets. That ruined my chosen career.

| have a partner now and she has been great. | have a house and a dog at home

waiting for me when | get out of prison.

Impact

The biggest impact my time in care has had on me is the mental trauma. It has affected
things like relationships and trust. | don’t know how to trust people. | have tried to get
help for my mental health problems but the mental health services in prison don’t want
to label you in case they get it wrong. They don’t want to be responsible for labelling

you. They don’t want to take responsibility so | have had no medication or anything.
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got abused in care and he got put on suicide watch in || ilfprison. There was
a sex offender in that ward with him and - murdered him because he was an
abuser. It might have been [Jljthat happened, 'm not sure.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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