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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GGG

Support person present: No.

My name is My date of birth is[JJl1970. My contact details are
known to the inquiry.

Background

I’'m a middle child. | have an older sister called Jjjjjljland a younger sister called
B | later found out that | had other stepsiblings but | wasn’t aware of this at the

time | went into care.
Life before being placed into care

| originally lived in Paisley in a house with my mum, dad and sisters. | remember
going to my granny’s in Port Glasgow quite a bit. I'm not sure how many times or for
how long | visited my granny. It all seemed to happen after my younger sister was
born.

My mum got a flat in Port Glasgow. | stayed with my mum and my two sisters in that
flat. At the time | didn’t know why my dad wasn't living with us. | later found out that
my mum and dad had split up. My dad had been ‘sewing his oats’. That's how |
ended up having other stepsiblings.

| have a recollection of being in a big office. | remember my mum being there. She

was having an argument with someone. The next thing | remember was that | was
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living with my paternal grandmother and my Auntic Il | don’t know how long
we stayed there but my next memory is that we were sitting at my Auntie || lllls
table and a guy was asking us whether we'd like to go to a new school. Later on |
recall my Auntie |JJJilif barricading my sisters and | in her flat with her. | remember
a table and chair being put against her door. | later found out that she had done that
because the social worker had come to take us away. My Auntie [l had said
that was not happening. After that, and within what seemed like a relatively quick
period, my sister Jlllland | were placed in residential care in Largs. My younger
sister, ]Il wasn't placed in care with us. She stayed with my Auntie ||l

Barrholm Children’s Home, Largs, Ayrshire
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Clark House Children’s Home, Largs, Ayrshire
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Newfield Assessment Centre, Johnstone, Renfrewshire

I was first moved to Newfield in the middle of |l 1982. | recall it being late
at night. | arrived after ten o’clock at night. | was taken in a car by my social worker.
During my first visit | was only there for three to four weeks. After Newfield | was
sent to Camus before going back to Clark House. It didn’t work out at Clark House.

| was back in Newfield probably only two weeks after returning to Clark House.

Newfield was normally used as an assessment facility. Kids were assessed there to

allow people to decide what to do with them. Some of the kids went on to other units

and some went home. It was like a gladiator academy. It wasn’t a nice place.

There were a lot of fights between the kids. Feuds spilled over from the areas that
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We once went down to Quarriers to use their swimming pool. A scrap broke out in
the changing rooms. Four of us ended up fighting naked in the pool. The staff
members dragged us out and took us back to Newfield.

Redheugh Adolescent Unit, Kilbirnie, North Ayrshire
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Leaving Redheugh
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Independence course in Paisley. It was four weeks long. | did that just in case |
didn’t cut it in the army. In the end my time in care ended on a Friday with me

having nowhere to stay until | joined the army on the following Tuesday.

When my care ended my social worker didn't even come to see me. | saw him about
three weeks before and that was the last time | saw him. Redheugh awarded me
£400 to get clothes to join the military. They made me aware that that was the
equivalent of a week’s time in care and that's why they provided that amount. That
was it.

If it hadn’t have been for the Stuart Burgess and his wife | don’'t know where | would
have been. | stayed with them that weekend. They then took me to Glasgow
Central for a train to go for basic training with the army on the Tuesday. It was
Stuart and his wife who kept in contact to see how | was getting on. Nobody else
kept in contact.

Opportunities for getting fostered

| was never fostered. At the time it was all local authority fostering. It was a bit of a
hit or a miss. Nobody wanted a laddie who been in care since they were four years
old. | remember, whilst | was in Redheugh, they sent a photographer to take
pictures. Nothing ever happened. | also remember reading a comment in a report
saying “reports too good to be true”.

| know now, from being a social worker working in the industry, that placing teenage
boys isn’t the easiest thing in the world. This is especially so when you have a boy
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Records

| have my records. | made a subject access request in 2006 before | went into social
work. There is nothing in my records from my time in Barrholm. There’s a couple of
reports from Clark House. There’s something from Newfield. Most of the records
are from Redheugh.

Stuart Burgess has sat me down and worked with me to try and piece together my
past. | wanted to find out with him why | had been on this journey. | did that before |
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became a social worker.
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| have discovered from my records and Stuart that | was accommodated under
section 10 of the Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1958. My mum and dad had split up
and my dad hadn’'t been paying maintenance. That's when my mother went to the
DSS to try and get money. My mum then went to a lawyer. The lawyer’'s advice was
to take us to my father's home in Paisley and call his bluff. The lawyer said that if
she dropped off the kids then she would soon get her money and the kids back.
That’'s when my dad contacted the social work department and put us into care. My

father was quite stubborn in that way.

| saw in my records that there was collusion between the social work department and
my father to accommodate us. They actually used the word ‘collusion’ in one of the
reports. It was Michael Brannigan’s signature on the report. The report concerned
us being placed into care in Quarriers. They wouldn’t accept us because they
wanted to “separate the bad children from the good child”. At four years old | was
already labelled a ‘bad child’. That's why we ended up in Barrholm.

When | look back on the information in my case files | realise that | didn’t know what
was going on. It is important to know your life story. Nobody told me whilst | was in
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141. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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