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education in Germany was not great according to my
mother's estimation of what Forces schools were like.
I don't remember it being bad and it was fundamentally
compassionate in comparison to the education at the
Academy. I do however think the education at the
Academy was good.

I particularly remember Mr was a very good
teacher. He had been all over the world and he turned
his own journeys into lessons. He was quite an old man,
even back then, and an unusual character to say the very
least. He had spent time on a sheep farm in New Zealand
and constructed his lesson plans from all of this and
built the curriculum around really engaging material
that he had self created.

It was a very formal education which I wasn't used
to, but it was reasonably good and I felt guite tested.
Mr Ramsay was the mathematics teacher. He would put you
under quite a lot of pressure but you would rise to the
pressure. My education definitely got better. I felt
like I had to raise my game when I arrived there.

I recall some of the teachers at the preparatory
school. Mr Mr and Mr De Jong. I can
see some of the others but can't remember their names.

I don't recall the name of the headmaster of the

preparatory school, however Mr Ellis was the headmaster



10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of the whole school, preparatory and upper schools.

After school we had to do prep work. That was
an hour or an hour-and-a-half of silent homework.
Brownlee or the tutor they employed, Mr , would
sit in Dundas House with us. You had to sit quietly and
do your homework. Once it was done, you would be
released. I suspect Mr [ECJl was in his 20s. We were
all terrified of him. I think they got graduate
students from Heriot Watt to come and do the tutor role.
Much like being a housemaster there were a lot of
advantages to doing it, such as free accommodation,

a salary and free heating."

My Lady, I now move on to paragraph 47 on page 9:

"Bed wetting:

"I didn't have issues with bed wetting but there
were some other boys who did. If a boy wet the bed
during the night he would have perhaps have informed
Mr or Mr Brownlee about it, but neither would
have involved themselves in cleaning that up. The boy
would have been made do it himself.

Boys would be told to remove their bedsheets and
sleep on the bare mattress until the morning. The
matron would deal with the sheets when she arrived. We
would have been at school by then so I'm not exactly

sure what happened.
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Many times the boys didn't inform or Brownlee
because they feared them and alsc felt ashamed of having
wet the bed.

External inspections.

I don't recall there ever being any visitors
carrying out formal inspections at the school.

Family contact.

During the school holidays I would go home to
Germany. That was great. We were all desperate to get
away. I've looked at some photographs of the time and
I'm skinny, pale and not well. I often went home with
a chest infection or with problems with my feet, often
I wasn't in a great shape. I was really keen for some
comfort, not just physical comfort, but the comfort from
being around people who actually cared about you rather
than think everything you did is fundamentally wrong and
something to be punished for. Just a nuisance.

I remember every Sunday we had letter writing. We
could write to family and friends. The exercise was
educational. I specifically recall Brownlee looking
over our shoulders and telling us that we were not to
write anything negative about him or the beoarding house.
I remember he spoke about a negative letter he had
received from a parent. He had taken that as a personal

insult and clearly didn't want any of us writing
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within his collection of the Encyclopaedia Britannica,
which he kept in a bookcase in Dundas House, had been
torn. Brownlee instituted an investigation into what
had happened. I was told by another boy that they had
seen one of Brownlee's own children tearing these pages
from the book. Brownlee held individual interviews with
all of us to try and find out what had happened. I was
in one of these interviews with Brownlee and said that
it could have been anyone. I told him that I had heard
that it was one of his boys. He was absolutely incensed
that I had made that suggestion and said these books
would be passed down to his boys.

He beat me in front of everyone with the clacken,
which was a weapon used by the teachers within the
Academy. The clacken was an inch-thick oak paddle.

I remember I was with another boy and I don't think
either of us had anything to do with it, but we were
beaten together in front of everybody in the boarding
house. The beating consisted of bending over and
getting hit six times on the bottom. I wasn't
particularly injured but you could feel it for a couple
of days after. I remember being particularly confused
by that.

Mr the tutor in Dundas House, was

frightening because he drank. I think sherry was his
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thing. He would rage sometimes in the night and we
would hear him shouting. There was a boy in the
boarding house, the boy used to wear a bootlace
necklace. There was a means of surviving in places like
Dundas House without getting a beating and without
getting disciplined. It was to keep your head down, to
hide in plain sight. This boy didn't do that and if he
saw something that he didn't like he would say so and
that would get some of the teachers' backs up.

On one occasion, | took hold of the bootlace
round the boy's neck and twisted it until he was
strangling the boy and almost lifting him off his feet
by it. We were there and I remember that clearly.

I think I remember that he then hung the boy from a hook
by his underpants or jacket in an area where we all hung
our coats. The trouble with that memory is that this
act was common practice among the older boys against the
younger boys. It was like the Lord of the Flies in
there. Any management was actually quite light
management. The interventions were severe, but not
consistent. I wonder whether the hanging up part of
that memory comes from that happening with older boys.

I do know that throttled the boy with the
bootlace and then seemed to try and lift him up by it.

We were all then shooed out. Shortly afterwards,

14
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a very physical environment.

There was one teacher called Mr [N he was the
gym teacher and was a difficult guy. At the time he
seemed to me an old man, perhaps in his early 60s.

IDP was very tough. He would humiliate boys who
were weak or boys who were overweight. He used to make
us do something called 'milling'. 1I've only ever seen
that take place in the Parachute Regiment. We would
form a circle and one boy had to wear these heavy boxing
gloves. You had to punch another boy until you either
knocked them down or knocked them out of the circle.

I would describe these gloves as 1930's old-fashioned

boxing gloves and weighing 13 ounces.

Mr would use these heavy gloves to
discipline the boys as well. If you weren't going fast

enough, you couldn't climb the ropes or weren't climbing
the bars, he would come after you and hit you with the
13-ounce glove. Nobody looked forward to the PE
classes.

It's difficult to remember because some of the
teachers would get you to take your trousers down to
beat you and with others they would stay up. I would
have to be completely certain to say who wanted trousers
down and I'm not certain. I never understood why the

trousers had to come down. Maybe it is to increase the
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blow, but I can't be certain if my trousers were up or
down when being beaten.

There was no camaraderie in the punishment. You
would feel ashamed, especially if you had been upset.
The only honourable way to take punishment was
stoically.

I recall one night I heard one of the boys in the
dorm being sick in the floor next to the bed.

IDQ came into the

I remember that either Brownlee or
room and switched the lights on. The boy was made to
clean it up himself. He was handed a bucket and a mop
and told to clean it up. The lights stayed on until he
was finished. I don't remember if the boy said
anything. I doubt it.

Reporting of abuse at Dundas House.

I would get halfway through my holidays from school
and the clock would start ticking. The few days before
going back were hell. The night before I left to go
back I always remember being in a terrible state. That
drives a terrible wedge into families. I can never
understand why a parent would ever abdicate
responsibility for their children to strangers in any
setting. Maybe that's cultural. Maybe that's about the
deference of the time that you thought that these

private schools, which were expensive, with a smart
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you had a bit more privacy.

I remember we were all quite scared moving up to
Mackenzie House because of all the stories. It was
a scary place because it was so unmanaged and because
the older boys ruled the place. There was
an ineffectual matron and a pretty ineffectual tutor,
whose name I can't recall, but I do think they were in
a relationship.

There was a housemaster who we never saw, who
presided over complete chaos. I don't remember his name
but he did beat with a cane. I don't remember how many
times he beat me, although it was often three strikes.
He moved on towards the end of my first year in
Mackenzie House. Mr took over from him and
began to improve things for us.

There was lots of fighting between the older boys.
They had their own common room where they had gin stills
and there were all sorts of things going on.

The youngest in that house was the lowest of the
low. We had started going to the upper school as well.
We were called the Geits, which was the school name for
the first year pupils of the upper school.

Mackenzie House held boys between the ages of 11 to
15. It was that period where in some cases you were

physically very capable and in other cases not morally
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I would be very surprised if the school didn't know
because it was so talked about between the boys. Boys
must have talked to other boys who must have talked to
their parents. I always found it very curious why they
put most boarders in there with this very strange
teacher.

That happened to me on two or three occasions with
Dawson during the first year in the upper school.
Everybody in that class was probably subjected to that
treatment and all in that weird joking way, although
sometimes he would turn the table. It would be a joke
and then suddenly it would become extremely serious,
like you were being punished before it became a Jjoke
again. We were very off balance with him, I think he
was a very strange man. I wouldn't be surprised if
there was more to him as an individual as he was as
controlled as he could be in the school setting.

I was in that class for my first year in the upper
school and we were called the Geits. There was another
teacher there called Mr. He would also have
been in his mid-50s or maybe younger. He was known to
us as |l and he was the || tcacher. He was
very famous for guddling around in boys trousers. He
didn't do that to me, but he did keep me back after

school.
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wasn't a violent lad at all, but he had learned that.

He punched his aggressor so hard that he shattered his
nose. There was blood everywhere. I remember the boy
was taken away in the ambulance but I don't remember
there being any punishment, possibly because he had been
the aggressor. I think it would have started over
nothing, name calling or something equally meaningless.

Once you got a bit older, inappropriate behaviour
largely stopped. I think because you became more
physically capable of defending yourself. Likely to be
more aware of what was happening, more likely to say
something so it dwindled off then. Then I was taken out
of the boarding house.

Reporting abuse at Edinburgh Academy, Mackenzie
House.

The sexual abuse wasn't happening in Dundas House.
That was in the upper school. It was like a joke
between the boys. People would say you better watch out
for Dawson as he would feel you up or watch out for
Don't get kept behind with him. It was normalised. It
was part of school for us all.

Leaving Edinburgh Academy.

When I was 13 I was taken out of the boarding
school.

Day pupil Edinburgh Academy.
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took over as he had been the longest serving.
when |[EEIEEEN B va:vick Wilson was given the
role. Any member of staff could have applied for the
post. When Caroline Bashford was headteacher we had
another inspection. The report said there were problems
with leadership. Staff in the upper primary department
had felt aggrieved about the leadership of the
department and spoke of it to the inspector.

When Caroline Bashford became the head of the junior
school I was looking after probationers and had
a responsibility for child protection.
Caroline Bashford took over the child protection role.
Caroline made Andrew Dickinson her deputy head of junior
school, which was a new role she created. Andrew had
been head of curriculum and had made significant
improvements

I was asked to take over the upper primary, which
was classes 4 to 6. I was initially sharing the role
with the incumbent. He carried out administrative tasks
and I did pastoral work, liaised with staff and chaired
staff meetings. At the end of that year, the incumbent
left the school and I took over the full running of the
department. I did everything you do as a head of
department other than curriculum, which Andrew Dickinson

was doing. I was also still teaching.
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I know that you would always hand on any record that
you had to the next teacher. Sometimes a teacher would
tell you something about a child that wasn't written
down. If a parent came to visit you, you always had to
record the meeting. This was always done. There was
tight record keeping for those sort of things. ©No child
ever reported to me anything that I thought was abuse,
ill-treatment or inappropriate conduct, not to me
personally or in my role as child protection."

My Lady, I now move on to paragraph 132:

"Knowledge of specific named alleged abusers.

The following names are of staff members from
Edinburgh Academy who have been named as alleged abusers
of children. I have been asked if I know these people
and if so what I know about them.

John Brownlee.

I never saw John Brownlee with the boys and knew
nothing about him. He was only there for my first two
years before he left. I remember hearing he was fierce,
but I don't know 1f I heard that at the time or since.
It must be since, because I didn't know anything about
him and never asked. I don't think I ever spoke to him.

o |

taught both my sons at the school and

I never had any inkling about him being abusive to
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children. He was at the school a long time and maybe
left after five years of me being there. I would speak
to him and knew him more than I knew Brownlee. I never
had any suspicions. [GEJJJl] hac been a French teacher
and was made head of upper years after John Brownlee
left. He was a primary 5 teacher. I wouldn't have
thought he was a shouter. Maybe quite firm with
children. I never saw him discipline children, abuse
children, I never heard of him doing so. This is the
first time I have heard that said.

[

There isn't a hope that ever abused anyone.
He was the gentlest soul going. I would never believe
that of [Nl He was at the school for six years
after I started and then he took ill. I can't believe
he harmed pupils and I am quite shocked at this name
being mentioned. I just remember as a gentle
person. I didn't know really well, but would
chat to him. I never actually worked with and
wasn't in the same department. After left he
would come to prize givings and I would chat to him.
I never saw with children or discipline children.

I can't imagine [l shouting. I never saw NN

abusing children nor did I hear of him abusing children.

(I
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Around 1997 or 1998 there was a teacher in the
junior school with the surname [ENNEEEEE. 1 can vaguely
remember what he looked like. He was young, maybe late
20s and he had dark hair. I remember he was solid and
of average height. He was in the upper primary, either
primary 5 or 6. One day I was summoned to the
headmaster's room, that was Campbell Paterson at the
time. Mr Paterson told me that Mr , who also
worked in one of the boarding houses, had had friends in
the boarding house over that weekend. He told me that
one of the friends had loocked at Mr ‘s computer
and found sexual images on 1it.

I can't recall exactly what Mr Paterson told me, but
I think the sexual images were of children.

I'm 99 per cent sure that's what I was told. I asked
Mr Paterson if he wanted me to do anything, but he said
no, I wasn't to do anything with the information. He
didn't say what he was going to do, but vr I
didn't return to school. I never heard any more about
it. I don't know who the friends were that had seen the
images and have no further information on the matter.

Mr Paterson told me this because I was the child
protection officer at the time. I don't think
Campbell Paterson would have dealt with this matter

alone. I think it would have been John Light, who was
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the rector at the time, along with the court. I think
it would have been too serious not to have included
these people. The court was like the school board and
had six or so people on it. The court was made up of
people like lawyers and accountants and sometimes
ex-pupils. The court would have various support
meetings and help to guide the school in various matters
like governance, safeguarding, education and policy,
finance, audit and risk. I think the matter with

Mr would have gone to the court or individuals
on the court."”

My Lady, I then move to paragraph 153:

"Working at Edinburgh Academy.

I had a very happy time at Edinburgh Academy. More
so with the last headmaster, who was still there. That
was the best of my years, the happiest. By the time
I left I think the school was in a very good place.
Children were having an interesting education with many
opportunities. Both schools were outward looking.
There was a new management structure in the senior
school.

Helping the Inquiry.

I think children must be told if they have any
concerns there is a person to go to. Maybe there needs

to be two people that they can consult, because the
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We'll pause for the morning break. Please note some
names, v- CENE, v- CEEEE - ESHE and
all of which have the protection of my

General Restriction Order and these people can't be
identified outside this room.

I'm going to take the morning break now.

If you can just keep in touch. We're expecting the
next witness any time around 11.45 am or 12.00 pm, but
equally if he's a little after 11.45 am we could fit in
the five-minute reading then, so probably about
11.45 am.

Thank you.

(11.25 am)

(A short break)

(11.45 am)

LADY SMITH: Mr Brown.

MR BROWN: My Lady. We now have today's live witness,

Dr Andrew Watson.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Dr Andrew Watson (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: Dr Watson, first, I'm grateful to you for
having provided us with a very helpful report, as we
asked you to do in response to a number of specific
guestions, and you provided that earlier this month and

thank you for making yourself available to come along
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behind me and rubbed scap over my back, my legs and my
bum. I could hear a heavy breathing noise behind me.

I ran out of the shower. I don't know what would have
happened if I'd stayed. I put my clothes on quickly and
ran. I then made the journey home as if it had just
been another day. There was no sharing of what happened
with my parents. The process of denial and
communication channels falling down went on and on.

In my case, and in many others, Wares had this
horrible punishment where he picked you up by your
sideburns. He took your sideburns and pulled them up to
levels that were extremely painful. After the incident
in the showers, that punishment seemed to go on the rise
and I was generally a well-behaved kid. There were
others that got up to more tricks.

In the changing rooms some of the stronger students
did what they call towel flicking. It was the typical
kind of thing that young kids get up. Wares witnessed
this and did very little to stop it happening.

v |

"We had a gym kit that was blue shorts and a white
top. |t was adamant that we weren't allowed to
wear any underpants. As a way of checking we weren't
doing that (S would often tell other boys to take

down someone's trousers to check. It sounds horrendous
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now. I don't know if we thought it was weird at the
time or if we thought it was part of being at the

Edinburgh Academy. It was humiliating.

had a big boxing glove that he called
'Jemima'. If you were misbehaving in his gym class then

he got another boy to put the boxing glove on. The boy
was responsible for hitting you as a punishment. Again,
it was a humiliating process.

Reporting of abuse at the junior school.

I don't know why none of us questioned what was
happening. We were a collective group of young,
innocent little boys, many of whom were experiencing or
witnessing abuse of one kind or another. Why we didn't
question it is an unanswerable question. No one seemed
to share what was happening outside of the school walls
with anyone.

There was one exception and one boy in my class that
did share what was happening with his parents. His
parents immediately contacted the junior school. They
turned up at the school and I believe the police turned
up. This was a family who had a certain position in
Edinburgh, professionally speaking, and who carried
a certain amount of weight within Edinburgh society.

I believe it was only a few months later that Iain Wares

was conveniently sent from Edinburgh Academy to Fettes.
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Edinburgh Academy senior school.

My father's employers moved him to England.
I didn't have any power in the decision to board and
I don't remember having any active discussion with my
parents. I don't think my mum wanted me to stay. That
was more than evident later on. I think it was driven
by my father. I began boarding when I was nearly
13 years old and in the senior school. My parents moved
south.

The transition was hard. I guess it is for most
young people left in boarding school when they've been
used to living at home and have a close relationship
with their mum and dad. I was left in a fairly large
school with some people I knew and some people I didn't.
I was sad and confused. I felt abandoned a little bit.
The nights were long and I cried a lot. It wasn't easy.
When I was left as a boarder, I was already in
a semi-closed down modus operandi. My communication
with my parents was unconsciously becoming restricted,
because I wasn't sharing what was happening at school.
My safe haven was my garden and my parents' house. It
was all I had. Being left at school as a boarder was
traumatic.

Staff at Edinburgh Academy senior school.

The headmasters were Mr and Mr Ellis, while
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I was at the senior school. Mr [l vas the first of
the two. Mr Ellis was elderly and his features were
sharp. Mr S} vas vounger. I don't remember any
female teaching staff in the senior school.

Hamish Dawson was the boarding housemaster at
Mackenzie House. Mr Evans was a science teacher and was
a boarding housemaster at Jeffrey House. Both houses
had deputy housemasters. and Mr were
deputy housemasters for a while. The boarding houses
had matrons, but I can't remember names. They were the
person you'd go to when you fell ill.

The boarding houses.

The boarding houses were on the same road as the
junior school. Dundas House was the boarding house for
the lower ages, but I'm not sure what the starting age
was. I was a boarder at Mackenzie House and then at
Jeffrey House until the age of 17, when I left the
boarding house system. In Mackenzie House we slept in
dorms and in Jeffrey House you had the option of having
your own study. Scott House was another boarding house
for older pupils. You could basically choose between
Jeffrey House and Scott House.

Edinburgh Academy was not predominantly a boarding
school. The numbers of pupils who were boarders was

relatively small compared to day pupils. The facilities
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boots. Hamish Dawson made us have cold showers when we
behaved badly and that could be leaving your dirty rugby
boots on the floor. He watched you in the shower.

After you had your shower, he made a mark on your
forearm or your bum as a way of indicating you were

a misbehaver.

IBU

was weird, he was a gym teacher and

watching us all have showers after gym.

Peer abuse.

To make matters worse I got sexually and physically
abused by my peer group in the boarding house. The
bullying and abuse were extreme, I was sodomised by my
peer group boarders, I was penetrated on three or four
occasions and I was forced to masturbate others. I was
a boarder in Jeffrey House when this happened. There
were a couple of brothers at the school. The elder was
an ephor and the younger one was an ephor as well. The
younger one physically abused me when they were both
boarders. I have a horrendous memory in Jeffrey House.
The younger brother was a strong lad and he crunched me
up into a ball one evening. I had a feeling of complete
paralysed fear where I thought my back was about to be

broken. This is all I wish to say about peer abuse.
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My Lady, I now move on to paragraph 101, page 25:

"Lessons to be learned.

There must be some objective control on how the
school looks after its pupils in its care, for example
pastoral care. That was non-existent in the 1960s and
1970s. There needs to be transparency. People need to
be held to account regularly.

I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this statement are true."

My Lady, the statement is signed and it's dated

14 July 2023.

LADY SMITH: Ms Bennie, thank you very much for reading that

statement, which covers such a wide range of evidence
that's relevant to our investigations here.

Just before we move on from that statement, there
are a few names there of people whose identities are
protected by the terms of my General Restriction Order.
vr EEE and Iain Glen's identity is also
protected. So our evidence in relation to these people
cannot be repeated outside this room in any way that
identifies them.

Now, Ms Bennie.

'Bill' (read)

MS BENNIE: Thank you, my Lady.
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The next statement bears the reference
WIT-1-000001281.

My Lady, this witness wishes to remain anonymous and
he has adopted the pseudonym of 'Bill':

"My name is 'Bill'. My year of birth is 1933.
I was born in Duns, Berwickshire and went to various
primary schools in Dumfriesshire. Then, instead of
going to Peebles High School, my father dispatched me to
Heriot's. When I left school I went to Jordanhill
College to do a diploma in physical education. The
diploma was three years but because I had slight
problems with injuries, which might have threatened my
career in PE teaching, I did an extra year doing what we
called chapter 3. That permitted me to teach general
subjects in primary school and was in fact very handy,
because that's what I did for my first teaching job.

I was registered with the Teaching Council of
Scotland. I went to Edinburgh Academy in January 196]}

The post I applied for at the Edinburgh Academy was
head of physical education in the senior school. I knew
the previous guy who was leaving the PE post and he told
me about the job opening. I applied and was interviewed
by the rector, who was at the time. It was
only years later that I discovered the job was offered

to somecone else before me.
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ICH until 197 or 197 and then Laurence Ellis
came in. I can't say the years with [[SIIlll as the rector
were enjoyable. If he hadn't had left I would have had
to go elsewhere or move out of teaching altogether. He
was man who very seldom confronted you. It was

a running joke that you would get a little brown
envelope with a note in it saying things like: this
boy's shirt was outside his trousers, or this boy's hair
is too long. Can you see to it? That was all you got
and I had very little interaction with him.

One of the few interactions I recall was shortly
before he left the school. My father, who had a bad
heart, collapsed mid-way through games. I told
I had to go and see my father and he said, you'll have
to be here tomorrow for the games. When I returned
later that day never even asked after my father.
Ellis was at the game as he had already been appointed
to take over frcm as the new rector. Ellis sent
for me next day and asked after my father and made sure
to ask if my mother was coping at home.

What a difference there was between them. I think
Ellis remained rector until I left my employment with
the Academy, but I can't be sure of that.

I had never seen anything like Edinburgh Academy

before. My life experiences and my teaching practice
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of the head. Immediately afterwards I apologised to
him, but he and his parent made a complaint to the
school. I was spoken to by the rector and the chairman
of the board of directors as to my future behaviour.

In the [EfJlf s regime I wouldn't have even
considered making a complaint to him because of the way
he operated. When he was in charge you were one of the
minions and you just had to bloody get on with it.

Ellis was a completely different kettle of fish. He was
someone you could approach with a complaint, but I never
had the need to.

Trusted adult.

I don't believe there was anyone officially
appointed to be a trusted adult or confidante.

Reverend Haslett, the school chaplain, was someone who
was in a trusted position. But I don't think he was
someone the boys would have approached if they had any
concerns. I recall one boy described him as a fat
hypocrite. I would tend to agree with that statement.

I have mixed feelings about Howard. If it wasn't for me
he wouldn't have been at the Academy, as it was me who
told him of the job opening. He had quite a frivolous
side, which might have made pupils think they couldn't
approach him with anything serious. During my time at

the Academy I never knew of a single boy who went to
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I believe they are now in the Academy archives. If
I hadn't intervened I think they would have ended up
being thrown out. In terms of recording of punishments
given to kids, I don't remember there being any
expectation that you would record such things.
I certainly didn't."

My Lady, I move on to paragraph 53, specific alleged

abusers:

E—
I remember as another odd fellow. He

locked a bit odd and seemed to scuttle along with his
head slightly tilted to one side. He was one of the few
teachers from the prep school who took part in things in
the upper school like CCF. He had considerable
difficulty with discipline. I used to go up to the prep
school to take sguash. The squash courts look out onto
the playground of the primary school. If
came out the boys would beat on the windows and the next
thing he would come bursting in. I never actually saw
ICA discipline the children, but from what I know
they would play up and he reached a stage where he got
very angry. I never witnessed how he dealt with that,
but I can see he was getting to the point of beoiling
over.

I have read the following gquotation from the
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statement of 'James' that he has given to the Inquiry.

I have been asked if I agree with that statement and

I would say, yes, that is probably how dealt with
things. That said, I never heard or knew of [N
abusing children.

Iain Wares.

I was aware of Iain Wares during my time at the
Academy. He had very light, fair hair. I didn't really
know him at all or have any involvement with him.

I'm not aware of him abusing children at the school.

Hamish Dawson.

Hamish Dawson was a teacher at the school when
I arrived. I'm not sure if he was still there when
I left. He was a history teacher in the upper school
and he was a great character. Hamish had a difficult
upbringing which he told me about. Nobody really takes
that into account. His father was an outstanding
sculptor. His father was also an alcoholic. Hamish's
relationship with the boys at the Academy always seemed
jocular and he would give out jelly beans as treats. He
also ran the Cairngorm club, which took pupils up to the
Cairngorms

When I joined the Academy 'William', a teacher at
the school who I had a bit of respect for, gave me a bit

of advice. He told me if I was ever asked to go to the

157



10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Cairngorm club, don't, he never said any more than that,
but if a guy like '[EIlf savs that you listen.

What he said did raise alarms a little bit. Reading
the statements that were sent to me, it's not the first
time I've heard allegations against Hamish but I wasn't
aware of anything whilst I was employed at the school.

'William'.

I knew William guite well. I had a lot of respect
for him because he was a very good teacher and he had
a general demeanour of kindness about him. He didn't
push his beliefs down your throat, he didn't take any
nonsense as a teacher, but he was always fair. I never
saw him discipline or abuse any children."

My Lady, I move to paragraph 64:

"John Brownlee.

I never got on with John Brownlee. He was full of
his own importance. He was a primary teacher and always
tried to give the impression that he was very much in
charge. He was not of a public school background at
all, but he tried to make out that he was.

I never saw Brownlee discipline any of the boys and
I never heard of him abusing anyone.

IDP

IDP was at one time in the upper school. Then

they decided to appoint him as the primary school | R
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teacher. He had a military background and was quite
brusque. I don't think his relationship with the
children came easy. I never witnessed him disciplining
the children and I didn't hear of him abusing anyone.

IBP

I knewm quite well, I only saw what he was
like as a teacher when I accompanied him on outings. He
was very matter of fact and he was a bit of a disaster
as a teacher. My God, he could not deal with a class,
you would hear a ruckus and the shouting in his
classroom. That said, he was a very knowledgeable
person.

v [

I - =l tc:cher and he was
a lovely guy. He might have had something to do with
the shooting range at the school too, but I'm not sure
about that. [Nl could be a bit of a snob, but he was
also a desperately kind man, devoted teacher and I think
a very good teacher. I don't have any knowledge of how
he disciplined children at the school. I think his
words would have been enough because of the way he would
talk to the children, like they were very small adults.

Leaving the school.

I retired from the Academy in 199J]. You had to give

a term's notice but I told them the year before that it
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I have read the following quotation from the
statement of Neil Douglas that he has given to the
Inquiry. The issue of not wearing anything under rugby
shorts was never a thing for me, but I can't speak for
EEE | con't believe it was something the
school insisted on and it certainly wasn't something
I insisted on. I wouldn't think it was terribly
hygienic. I did insist that they didn't wear tops in
the gym. The reason for that was we were trained at
Jordanhill College to look for any possible physical
defects, such as a spine being bent out of alignment
which I found once or twice.

'Fred'.

I have been read the following quotation from the
statement of 'Fred' that he has given to the Ingquiry.
I have no idea why he said that. I can't remember
punching anyone since National Service. I wasn't even
a fighter when I was a youngster because I was too wee.
It didn't happen and I can't imagine a more heinous
thing to do.

'Robert"'.

I have read the following quotation from the
statement of 'Robert' that he's given to the Inquiry.
I certainly didn't watch boys in the showers. I can't

imagine doing that. I've never had any inclination for
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recruitment or training of any staff at

Edinburgh Academy. I attended a large number of
training courses throughout my time at Edinburgh
Academy, some were once a month, some were a bit further
apart, some would last for a week. Some would be

a single day and I attended some during the actual
school holidays.

I went to different places for training courses and
they were offered to me by the Academy.

Living arrangements.

The boarding houses included senior schoolboys and
as well as prep schoolboys. It was really the rector
who was in charge of the boarding houses. There was
also a matron and sometimes an assistant matron for
every boarding house.

I was involved in residential care at
Edinburgh Academy as I was a resident there for about
five years. I was an assistant housetutor and resided

in Mackenzie House. That would have been from 1966

until 1971. The teacher in charge of the house was
Mr . My role as an assistant housetutor was

to take the children out at weekends and supervise them.
I would take them out for games, supervise homework,
take them to swimming and other events, take them on

walks, anything really.
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get into the teams, or perhaps from a much anticipated
school trip. Looking at it from the other side, stars

were awarded for good work throughout the school.

LADY SMITH: Just going back a moment, Ms Bennie, and it's

picking up the line that you have just touched on there.
It's to be noted that in paragraph 35, I think, this
witness draws a distinction between the head's approach
to dealing with boys misbehaving on one of the Edinburgh
buses, which was to whack them with a slipper, whereas
actually travelled on the bus himself to make
sure boys were behaving.

That chimes with what we heard from David Standley
last Friday about the approach in attitude of A
being quite different and more modern and flipping from
criticism to building on success and building on praise,

doesn't it?

MS BENNIE: Yes.

My Lady, reading on at paragraph 39:

"No senior pupils were involved in any form of
punishment or discipline and there was no fagging at
Edinburgh Academy during my time. There were ephors in
the senior school, but there was nothing like that in
the prep school. There was a cross-over and sharing of
information between the prep school and the senior

school and there was never anything raised that gave me
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I would have a chat with them. I wasn't a guidance
teacher -- there was no such thing then -- I was

an ordinary teacher. I was their teacher. I got to
know them very well and they would come and speak to me
very informally.

Children complaining to me about other teachers is
not the sort of thing I would like to talk about.
Children would occasionally refer to another teacher,
but I don't think it's fair on my colleagues for me to
talk about that.

On no occasion did I have cause to be concerned
about any serious allegation. More often it would maybe
be that a certain teacher didn't teach a subject in
a particular way and the child couldn't perhaps
understand it.

I have been asked about the rector's response to
a parent's complaint about Iain Wares, alleging abusing
their child. I am told the parent was told by the then
rector, 4L that it would be unhelpful to complain
and that the child must have an overfertile imagination.

I have been asked if that response from the rector
was something that was common. To me this was
an absolutely shocking response. I don't think any
headmaster in the prep school would have responded in

that way. But I don't know if such a complaint was ever
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said about him other than that."

My Lady, I now move to paragraph 130, page 22:

gor — 1

IEEEl 2 the gym teacher at the prep school. He
had quite a hard job, as for a time he taught gym at
both prep school and the senior school.

icc 1

was the only teacher I ever saw
administer corporal punishment. He was a housemaster at
Mackenzie House and was whacking a boy for misbehaviour
in the boarding house. I'm sure the boy had damaged
something. [[Ejj whacked him once quite hard with a gym
shoe. It felt quite appropriate.

[EElll 6id a good job as a housemaster. He was always
keen to organise activities, but he didn't have quite
the same attitude as I had. We weren't quite the same.
He would sometimes punish the boys and wasn't always
a very kindly sort of man. He would guite severely tell
boys off when I wouldn't have thought it was really
necessary."

My Lady, I move to paragraph 149 on page 25:

R

I remember , he was the head of games until
I retired, he had a reputation for being a little bit

handy with his hands, as regards corporal punishment.
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incident. I never hit a boy in the head in such a way
that he hit his head on the desk causing him to fall to
the floor. I reject that. If I had caused a boy to be
knocked out by banging his head on a desk he would have
had to go to the hospital. At the A&E they would want
full details of exactly what had happened, so my actions
would have been reported.

In addition, an incident like this would have
totally disrupted the exam, which would be the last
thing I would have ever wanted to do. I don't remember
the pupil at all and I've never hit anyone in that way
in any class ever. I totally reject this allegation.

'Max'.

I have read the following quotation from the
statement of '"Max'. I do remember 'Max' and I actually
went to visit him in hospital when he was admitted for
an illness when at Edinburgh Academy. He stayed in
Mackenzie House and he was a very nice boy. The
housemaster at the time was [S<HIIEEEEE :2nd he was very
strict. After lights out we were very strict about the
boys' behaviour. I had very strict views about not
talking and boys mucking about after lights out, because
I myself was at a boarding school where that wasn't
properly enforced. It could effect my sleep and the

other boys' sleep and that was an unnecessary
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disturbance. I would give a verbal warning first and if
that was ignored I would give the person or persons
responsible a smack. That was with a slipper, usually
over their pajamas, but very occasionally it was on

a bare bottom, using my hand. In that situation I was
standing in for parents and this form of punishment was
accepted at that time.

I would usually take them to my room in the boarding
house and it was only ever one or very rarely two
smacks. The boys all knew that was the punishment and
fortunately it didn't happen very often. I cannot
remember the names of any of the boys I smacked.

I know Mr [[SEJll punished boys with a slipper, when
he was on duty he would decide what to do about corporal
punishment and if I was on duty I would make the
decision.

I didn't ever hear any boy complain officially about
ESBE ' h-ard boys talking about it, but I am
not aware of any formal complaints being made.

Neil Douglas.

I have been read the following quotation from the
statement of Neil Douglas. I don't think I remember
that boy. I think that's a strong statement to call the
school a violent environment, it was strict environment.

If you were teaching a class it was strict, not violent.

193

















