10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Friday, 8 November 2024

(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning, and welcome back to this chapter
of our case study looking into the provision of
residential care for children in secure and similar
establishments.

Now, as I said last night, we are going to turn to
read-ins this morning before we have a witness in person
this afternoon. Where are we going to start,

Mr Peoples?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, we are going to start with some read-ins
relating to Newfield.

LADY SMITH: Newfield, vyes.

MR PEOPLES: I am going to do the first one this morning and
I think Ms Forbes will do some more to complete what
I call the 'Newfield read-ins'. If time allows, we will
move on to some read-ins about the other establishment,
Beechwood, this morning.

LADY SMITH: Yes, and that's the establishment that
Susanne Millar is going to come back and set the scene
for.

MR PEOPLES: She is going to speak about that and we had
some evidence yesterday from the live witness about that
particular establishment. So that's the plan for today.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.
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MR PEOPLES: So, if I can begin with the first read-in, it

is from an applicant who has chosen the pseudonym
'"Christina’.

'Christina' (read)

MR PEOPLES: 'Christina's' statement is WIT.001.002.0605.

If T can just begin; 'Christina' was born in 1977 in
Glasgow. She tells us about life before care between
paragraphs 3 and 13 of her signed statement.

Just briefly, her parents separated when 'Christina'
was very young. Her dad was given custody of
'Christina' and an older sister. The children stayed
with their mother at weekends. She tells us that her
father physically abused 'Christina' and her sister on
a regular basis with a belt and that 'Christina' often
ran away.

She had a social worker from the age of 8 and,
indeed, she says she had the same social worker -- which
is perhaps unusual -- from the age of 8 to 18. She
tells us about the fact that she was bullied at school.

She says that around the time that she was at
secondary school, or secondary school age, she went to
stay with her mum and her mum's second husband and she
recounts an occasion when she was about 13, which would
be about 1990, when her mum's second husband grabbed her

outside some shops and punched her on the back of the
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head. 'Christina' ran to a social work office and was
put in a place of safety.

She says she was very small, so people did think she
was a lot younger than 13. Her first residential care
was in a children's home in Glasgow. She tells us about
that between paragraphs 14 and 44. I am not going to go
through that in detail, but I will just pick out a few
things.

She went to high school and it appears, after
running away from school and refusing to go back to the
same school, she was actually sent as a day pupil to the
Good Shepherd, in Bishopton. At her children's home she

did see her social worker on a regular basis.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later




10

L,

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later]
to Newfield Assessment

Centre, which she tells us about from paragraphs 45 to
52
So far as her period there is concerned, we have

some records which would tell us she was admitted on

_1993 and stayed until some point

in_ 1993. Then she appears to have been away
from the Centre for a short time, but she was readmitted
on_ 1993 and stayed until the- 1994,
so we are dealing with the period 1993 to 1994.

LADY SMITH: Yes.



10

L,

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR PEOPLES: ©Now, she tells us, at paragraph 45 -- she puts

it this way: that Newfield was a place for badly behaved
children. Clearly, that was the perception of both the
youngsters and perhaps the adults as well.

She had her own room, she tells us, but she says it
was like a 'wee cell'. So, again, this is something
that is likened to being in a locked prison environment.
She says staff were really nice at first because she was
always crying and she was very small for her age and
looked much younger than the age she was. She saw her
social worker regularly, and she tells us that school,
or her schooling, was at the centre.

She has only got a short piece about abuse, at
paragraphs 49 to 50. Really, the memory she shares is
to do with segregation and restraint. She tells us that
she was taken to what she calls the 'white room', which
is where she says staff would restrain her. 't was
extremely painful', is how she puts it. She would be
left for about an hour, she says, and she says this
would happen not just to her, but to a young person if
the person got angry. She tells us that this restraint
was happening perhaps a few times a week. She says that
because she was constantly or continually being
restrained, she ran away a lot, but was usually caught

fairly quickly.
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LADY SMITH:

She says, in paragraph 49, something about

cutting herself. 1It's not clear whether what was

happening was she was self-harming and the staff's

reaction was to try and stop her and that led to

a restraint or she was self-harming because she was

being restrained.

MR PEOPLES:
LADY SMITH:
MR PEOPLES:
LADY SMITH:
MR PEOPLES:

way it
LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

Yes.

You can't really tell, can you?

Not really, no.

No.

I suppose whatever was happening, perhaps the
was dealt with was not --

Not right.

-- appropriate one way or another, whether it

is cause and effect or whatever, but yes, it is not as

clear as it might be.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

was 1in

us she

Thank you.
She did run away, she says, on an occasion she
fact due to attend a panel hearing and she tells

missed the appearance and a warrant was issued

for her apprehension. She says she was then sent, when

apprehended, to Kerelaw for several days before

appearing in front of a further panel, who sent her to

Cardross Assessment Centre.

She does say, at paragraphs 51 to 52, that she
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thinks she did tell the panel what was happening at
Newfield and she did wonder whether that was why she was
sent to Cardross. This may be an occasion when, if she
is correct, that the panel were informed and they took

a decision based on, to some extent, her own
information.

She was at Cardross for a few months. She tells us
about that at 53 to 54. She doesn't recall very much
about the place and just describes it as 'all right'.
She then had a period where she was fostered and that
appears to have been a good experience for her.

I am not going to go through the life after care, at
55 to 69, in any detail today, but it is there to read.
It is rather, again, a depressing tale. She met someone
and was in an abusive relationship for eight years and,
indeed, she says this particular partner forced her to
work as a prostitute throughout their time together.

She had, she tells us, mental health problems but
she has, in the years recent to the statement, been
receiving what she calls 'proper psychiatric help', paid

for by Future Pathways.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: That is, I think, all that I need to bring out

today. Clearly, it is a rather sad picture of someone

who, I think, wherever she has been, she has had a bad
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experience.

LADY SMITH: Yesgs

MR PEOPLES: 1If I could then now pass to Ms Forbes, who
I think is going to deal with some more Newfield
read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: Good morning, my Lady. The first read-in that
I have for Newfield this morning is an applicant who is
anonymous and known as 'Stephen'.

'Stephen' (read)

MS FORBES: The reference for 'Stephen's' statement is
WIT.001.001.6543.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'Stephen' was born in 1970 and he talks about
his background and life before being placed into care
from paragraph 2.

He says he was a middle child and has an older
sister and younger sister. He originally lived in
Paisley in a house with his mum, his dad and his two
sisters, but he remembers going to his gran's in
Port Glasgow quite a lot. His mum then got a flat in
Port Glasgow and he stayed with his mum and his two

sisters in that flat.

He didn't know at the time why his dad wasn't living

with them, but later found out that they had split up.
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He knows that later in life he found out he had other
step siblings from his dad's other relationship.

He says, at paragraph 5, that he has a recollection
of being in a big office and remembers his mum being
there and she was having an argument with someone. The
next thing he remembers is he was living with his
paternal grandmother and his aunt.

He then says his next memory is sitting at his
aunt's table and a man was asking whether he would like
to go to a new school. He recalls his auntie
barricading himself and his sisters in a flat with her.
He says he later found out she had done that because the
social work had come to take them away.

He says that after that, and within what seemed like
a relatively quick period, he and his sister were placed
into residential care in Largs; that was his older
sister. His younger sister wasn't placed with them.

She stayed with his auntie.

He was then put into this children's home in Largs
and we know from his records that he was aged 4 at that
time, nearly 5. This was in 1975. He stayed there
until -1982, when he was aged 12 years.

He talks about his time there from paragraph 6
onwards. This goes down to paragraph 65 in relation to

that.
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

By that time, his younger sister was also with him
in the home. Then the three of them and a couple of
other children who were there were transferred to
another children's home in Largs.

He talks about the second children's home from
paragraph 66. We know that he was there, I think, on
two occasions from the records. The first time he was

there was between -1982 until _1982, so

just three months. Then the second time was
_1982 until _1982, so just under
two months.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: He says, I think, in between that he was in
Newfield. Then, also, a week on Mull -- a place in

Mull.

10
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So he tells us about his time at that second home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He says that he then had this trip to Mull after his
first period at Newfield, before he returned back there

for his second time at that home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then tells us about Newfield from paragraph 81.

As I have said, the first period there was a few weeks

in _1982, but then he was there again from

12 years.
He talks then about Newfield from paragraph 81 and
says that he recalls arriving there late at night, after

10 o'clock. His first visit, he was only there for

11
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a period of weeks. Then he talks about going to Mull
again before going to this children's home. He says it
didn't work out at the children's home the second time
and he was back in Newfield again probably only a few
weeks after returning to the children's home. I think
that's borne out by the records.

He talks about Newfield being used as an assessment
facility. He says, at paragraph 82:

'It was like a gladiator academy. It wasn't a nice
place. There were a lot of fights between the kids.
Feuds spilled over from the areas that the kids had come
from. The fighting was sometimes encouraged by the
staff members in the unit.'

He talks about Newfield having a school downstairs
and says that's the first time he remembers struggling
with his education. There was a lot of stuff he should
have been able to do and he couldn't do it and that
became more apparent because these classes only had four
or five kids in them.

He says at paragraph 84:

'Newfield had a longer term unit. When I was moved
there, I was given a bit more responsibility. I liked
bikes and the place had a lot of bikes. A lot of the
bikes were damaged and I put them together so that they

were usable. I was given money to go to the shops and

12
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get the parts for the bikes. I was also given a chitty
to allow me to go and use the local swimming pool.'

He talks about being given pocket money, but says:
'You never physically got to spend the cash. You
would sign for things and it would be deducted from your

aecount."

In relation to abuse at Newfield he talks at
paragraph 86 about that and he says:

'There was one unit that was used for visitors. It
had four or five rooms Jjust with mattresses in them.

The doors could be locked. I remember on a couple of
occasions being physically manhandled by staff and being
put in these rooms. The door was locked and I was left
overnight. The staff were heavy handed.'

Then he talks about going down to Quarriers to use
their swimming pool and that a fight broke out in the
changing rooms between children. He says four of them
ended up fighting naked in the pool and staff members
dragged them out and took them back to Newfield.

He then talks about going to an adolescent unit. So
this would have been after the second time at the second
children's home. We know from his records he was

admitted there on _ 1983.

He talks about that adolescent unit from

paragraph 88. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He talks about then leaving the adolescent unit and
we know from his records, it was -1986 that he
left for the army. But he says that the end of his time
in care was really bad; it was brutal. He went to do
a Steps to Independence course in Paisley. It was four
weeks long. He did that just in case he didn't cut it
in the army. He says in the end, his time in care ended
on the Friday and he had nowhere to stay until he joined
the army on the following Tuesday and, if it hadn't been
for his keyworker and his keyworker's wife taking him in

for that period, he didn't know where he would have been

14
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able to stay. They then took him to his basic training
with the army on the Tuesday and they kept in contact
with him to see how he was getting on. Nobody else kept
in contact with him.

He talks then about the fact that he was never
fostered. He says at paragraph 115:

'T know now, from being a social worker working in
the industry, that placing teenage boys isn't the
easiest thing in the world. This is especially so when
you have a boy who has been in care for eight or
nine years.'

He then goes on to talk about the social workers he
had. He tells us about that from paragraph 117. I am
not going to read that out; we have that there. He
talks about three people in particular.

Then he talks about life after being in care and
going into the army from paragraph 120. He says he
spent six years in the military. He was a tank crewman
and then got a trade as a mechanic. He says it was
easier being in basic training than some of the
residential care he had been in and he enjoyed his time
in the military. He probably wouldn't have left the
military, he says, if he wasn't engaged to someone who
didn't want to become a military wife. He says that

being in the military made it easier for him. When he

15
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ultimately went into civvy life, and if he had gone to
into that straight from leaving care, he says he
probably would have ended up in Jjail.

He can see why so many people end up on the streets
following the army; there is no support, he says, when
you leave. He was fortunate because he got married and
his wife's family took him in when he left. He did that
for six months, so they could save a deposit for
a house. He thinks that without that, they would have
ended up, like a lot of his friends, on the streets.

He tells us, from paragraph 123, that he left the
army and set up his own garage. He ended up working
with his dad, who had a bus company, and ended up buying
half of that off him. He worked with him for about
ten years.

He then tells us that, due to health problems and
arthritis, he had to give up that work and he had a chat
with his keyworker, who he had kept in touch with, and
he suggested social work employment. He says it was
something he had never thought about before.

He says at paragraph 124:

'Stuart wrote the letter so as I could go back and
get my education to get into social work. I didn't
enjoy the college and university side of things, but

when I did get my first placement I came back buzzing.

16



10

L,

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

That's when I knew social work was for me.'

He then talks about impact from paragraph 125. He
says he i1s guarded about his past; he doesn't let people
know about it. He doesn't trust people, he has
struggled to do that in his adult life, and he has
already been divorced once. He is careful about his
relationships and doesn't have good attachments because
of his time in care.

He says he knows his deficiencies and he can work
around them. A lot of the kids that he works with now
don't know how do that and he thinks we need to do a lot
more work there.

He talks about his keyworker again at paragraph 130.
He says that he sat him down and worked with him to try
to piece together his past. He wanted to find out why
he had been on this journey. He did that before he
became a social worker.

He talks, at paragraph 132, about seeing his
records; that there was collusion between the Social
Work Department and his father to accommodate them. He
says they actually used the word 'collusion' in one of
the reports.

He then talks about social work in care in the 1960s
and 1970s from paragraph 134. We have a couple of

paragraphs where he says about that there, then about

17
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learning lessons in social work. He talks about that
from paragraph 136 and says:
'T don't think that social work have learnt their

lessons. I see practices still happening today that

happened to me when I was in care. We seem to
regurgitate the same policies. They're policies that
were there in the early seventies. The policies don't

think about the children. I've tried to challenge these
practices but have been accused of whistleblowing.

I remember reporting a case where a senior manager was
abusive towards a child. It was just a case of,
"They've worked here longer than you. They're more
senior, so never question them".

'I've worked with trying to get foster placements
for kids now. It's not a case of the local authorities
getting the right placement for kids; it's a case of
getting any placement. I think that is wrong. On our
side of things, as social workers, we are constantly
turning placements down because they are wrong because
of "x, y and z" is needed for the child.'

He then talks about social work training at
paragraph 138 and he says:

'T think social work training today is pretty shit.
I've seen new social workers come in and they don't know

how to analyse information. When they write a report

18
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they will plagiarise other people's reports to death.'

He then gives an example where another social worker
had submitted a report he had written and just changed
the date, but not even his name on it.

He talks about his experience of care today whilst
working as a social worker from paragraph 139, and says:

'T have visited places in my role as a social worker
and seen practices that were happening 30 or 40 years
ago. I remember seeing, at the Good Shepherd, kids
picking stuff up out of a big pile of clothes. Kids not
getting their own clothes. This was happening in
a modern unit today.

'I've been in some units and seen some fantastic
work getting done. Those units don't get praised at
all. 1I've been to other places, though, usually places
run by local authorities, and they are still getting run
like it was 30 or 40 years ago. They haven't changed
at all. They haven't moved forward. They aren't
working with the children to help them understand their
situation or discussing with them how to move forward.
It seems to be a case of just containing the children
and moving them on.'

Then he has made the usual declaration and signed

his statement. It is dated 29 June 2017.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

19
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MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant
who has waived his right to anonymity. His name is
John Harrison.

John Harrison (read)

MS FORBES: His statement reference is WIT.001.001.5608.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: John tells us he was born in 1972. He tells us
about his life before going into care from paragraph 2
onwards. He talks about the fact that his father took
his own life in 1986 and he had been in the care of

a mental hospital at the time. His mother had died in

He says he was 8 years old when his mother died and
he had a hatred towards his father, who got remarried
six months after his mother's death. His father didn't
get on with his mother's family.

He says his father had a motorbike accident and he
doesn't know if that had an effect on his mental health.
But it was after his mum died that he first came to the
notice of the social work. He hadn't been involved
before and he thinks that might have been because of his
father's mental illness.

His grandmother, he says, from his mother's side,

20
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after his mother died, that the family home moved to
an address in Glasgow. His father wouldn't let -see

his gran, but she would always turn up at school every

Friday, at 3.00,_ Eventually, his father
relented and_able to go and see -gran
every Sunday.

The difficulties _were that
his father was in and out of hospital with mental health
problems and then, after he committed suicide, -went
to stay at his gran and grandfather's house.

He says that he thinks that because of what
happened, his legal guardian was the council, the Social
Work Department.

He says that it was when he was about 14 or 15, when
he started staying out late at night, playing truant
from school. He says he was tall and looked older than
he was and he was gay and became a rent boy. He says,
looking back now, as an adult, he was mistaking people
caring for him and thinking this was good news. He
knows now that wasn't the case.

Paragraph 10, he says:

'When I was 15, I ran away to London. This was when
the social work became involved big time. I was found
in London and flown back to Glasgow. I was met by two

social workers and two police officers. I was then

21
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taken to Newfield Assessment Centre.'

He tells us about Newfield from paragraph 11. He
says he went to Newfield straight from the plane and he
met the unit manager and, he says, 'I think
my keyworker'. His social worker was still involved in
his care and he says they were both very good.

I think that refers to the social work and his

keyworker.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would make sense.

MS FORBES: He talks about the fact that Newfield was very

good. He says it was purpose-built. He says he had to
attend a children's hearing straight after he came back

from London.

LADY SMITH: Do we have precise dates? He says he was 15;

that would make it 1987. Do we know a date?

MS FORBES: We don't seem to have any records for him,

unfortunately, my Lady, no.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry, thank you.

MS FORBES: He says that he had a sexually transmitted

disease on his return from London and he says as
a result of that, he was put on a supervision order.

He talks about the routine at Newfield and getting
up in the morning, but he says it wasn't a tight regime.
You were expected to make your bed and keep your room

tidy. The food was good and the only chores he
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remembers is washing the dishes. He says, at
paragraph 16:

'T had a good education at Newfield. I sat and
passed two O Grades in geography and history. There
were teachers who came to Newfield to provide lessons.'

He talks about there being trips to various places,
including the Lake of Menteith. He says visitors were
allowed to Newfield on a regular basis and his social
worker visited him.

He talks about celebrating his 16th birthday in
Newfield. He remembers there being a birthday cake and
he recalls other residents also getting birthday cakes.
He says he had one Christmas at Newfield.

He says, at paragraph 23, there was no particular
discipline regime. He says:

'If you were disciplined, it would be that you were
sent to your room or dormitory. This would normally be
for using abusive language or similar.

'T only seen someone being restrained by staff once.
The force, I would say, was necessary and reasonable.
Nothing excessive.

'T did run away a couple of times from Newfield.
Both times I managed to get to London before being taken
back.

'The first time I ran away to London I was a rent

23
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boy and it must have been about four weeks I was there.
I got picked up by a doctor and stole his wallet.

I tried to use his credit card and was caught by the
police. I think that this was dealt with by a fine.

'The second time I ran off to London I was away
about two weeks before I was taken back.

'The staff at Newfield were attentive and cared.

I think that they realised I wasn't in the right
environment. There were some inmates that were horrible
people.

'The only bad thing that happened to me there was
once when I was on the phone to my gran. One of the
inmates put the phone down and cut me off. I reacted
and hit him with the phone as I was upset. He then
threw a cup at me which hit me on the head. I still
have the mark.'

After he ran away the second time to London, he was
put into a sort of halfway house for leaving care in
Barrhead. This was run by an old woman. He says that
that woman let out places on a room-only basis and the
room was barren. The woman had no interest in the
people staying there and he hated living there. There
was no contact and no support.

He says he was still under supervision order at that

time. He thinks he was there for about two months, then
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he ran away again to London. Because he knew he had the
supervision order, he knew he had to go back and get
that sorted out. He says he was still in contact with
his social worker during this time.

He doesn't remember the exact date, but when he came
back from London, he says he had to attend another

children's hearing and then he was sent to Geilsland --

LADY SMITH: Geilsland.

MS FORBES: =-- by the children's hearing whilst the

supervision order was rescinded.

He talks about Geilsland from paragraph 35. That
evidence was read in on 25 April of this year. It was
Day 439. So I won't go over that again, but I think he
essentially says that he never saw any violence or the
staff being physical towards other residents. He does
talk, though, about the fact that a member of staff
befriended him and tried to sexually abuse him. But,

again, that's already been read in.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: He then left Geilsland, he says, in 1989, aged

17. This was after a children's hearing lifted the
supervision order and there was no aftercare when he
left. He says he doesn't think he had any life skills
at that time.

Then he talks about life after being in care from
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paragraph 61. He says he went to Epsom, in Surrey, and
then to Bristol. He got a job with a bank. He went on
to have various jobs in financial and recruitment roles.
He became a minicab driver in London for a time.

But, when he turned 40, he says, things started to
go wrong. He started to dwell on what had happened to
him. He questioned his self-confidence and why he had
been put into care, began to use drugs. Then he tells
us about that. He says he managed to ask for help and
he managed to move on from that chapter. He says he
feels it made him stronger.

He talks about reporting of abuse at Geilsland, and
we have that there. That's been read in.

In relation to impact, from paragraph 67, he says he
had a lack of respect for authority and developed
a mistrust for a lot of things and that there was no
structure to his care.

He says he understands now why he was put into care;
that it was for the good of him _ He
says he used to hate his dad, but now wished that he had
known him.

I think, in relation to other information, he says
at paragraph 73:

'It should be remembered when people are in care,

they are still children. When you come out of care
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there should be support available. Ongoing support
should be provided until you are ready to leave care.'

Then he has signed his statement and it is dated
1 September 2017.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant

who 1s anonymous and is known as 'Nick'.
'Nick' (read)

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: The reference for his statement is
WIT-1-000000822.

My Lady, 'Nick's' statement has been read in on
multiple occasions before.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: So, when I get to those parts, I will point it
out.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'Nick' says he was born in 1984. He initially
lived in Glasgow with his parents and brother. But,
from the age of 5, he was sexually abused by a family
member. His mum took him and left his dad and he had
little contact with his father after that. They lived

in homeless accommodation until they got a flat. His

mum had a bit of a breakdown and he was put into respite

care. He was put into a children's home aged 7. He
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talks about that experience between paragraphs 10 and

33. We know from his records he was admitted there on

-1992, aged 7.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later e ———

Newfield Assessment Centre. He was transferred there,
according to the records we have, on - 1992, so
a little bit earlier than he thought from his statement.
He was still aged 7, because his birthday wasn't until
[

He talks about Newfield between paragraphs 34 and
46. He was there for about six weeks the first time,
but he was there a couple of times for short periods.

Again, we know from his records, the first time was

petween [l 2092 anc [ 1002. Then the
second time was _ 1994 to - 1995.

'Nick' says, from paragraph 34, that he was taken to
Newfield Assessment Centre by his social worker. He was
just told he was getting moved; he wasn't told where he
was going. He recalls being there a couple of times for
short periods. He thinks the first time he was there,

he went back to his parents and then he was back in
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Newfield.

He says at paragraph 35:

'Newfield was more for kids with real problems,
older kids. It was a two-storey building and it was
a locked unit, they had bars on the windows.'

He talks about there being fire escapes, but other
than that, it was locked. He tells us a little bit
about the layout, which we have heard evidence about,
and the fact that the bedrooms upstairs had skylights.
But there was a bar across them, so you couldn't open
the window too much. He does say, though, that people
would break the bars off and go climbing all about all
over the roof, and says at paragraph 35:

'It was a really problematic school.'

He talks about the kids there being aged from 6 or 7
right up to 16. He says as an 8-year-old kid he found
it terrifying.

LADY SMITH: Of course, he was only 7 when he arrived there.
MS FORBES: Yes. And he says at paragraph 37:
'T was just taken straight in and up to a bedroom

and left to deal with it. It was -traumatising Second

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He talks then about the routine at Newfield and says

the unit managers were in charge. There were four or
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five units divided by age. He was in Bute. That seemed
to be a mixture of younger boys and older girls, but
there were some older boys, too. He says:

'TI didn't suffer any abuse at Newfield. I was
younger, so the older kids looked after me.'

He says that after he arrived, a member of staff
from his unit was called down and he was taken up to his
unit but at paragraph 39, he says:

'There was no effort made to settle me or introduce
me to people.’

At paragraph 40, he says:

'T had my own room at Newfield. It had a bed,
wardrobe, a chest of drawers and a desk. The room was
quite good for a young boy then. We were locked in at
night. If you needed the toilet during the night, you
chapped the door and a member of staff came and let you
out. There wasn't always a member of staff available.
Sometimes it could be hard to get out but the harder you
banged, the more they came.'

He then talks about the different shifts at
Newfield. He says he can't really remember any of the
staff.

At paragraph 42, he says:

'T can remember going to school again at Newfield.

The education there seemed to be more to do with things
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you wanted to do. We had PE in the morning, then
cooking, art, and things like that. The school was all
right from what I remember, but I was only there for
about six weeks the first time, before they found me
a space.

'T remember there was an activities class on
a Thursday afternoon. They had gym and things like
that. We played football in the gym, but that's all
I can remember from Newfield.'

He says, at paragraph 44:

'Newfield was called an Assessment Centre, but
I don't remember speaking to any professionals for
an assessment. I don't remember seeing my social
worker. My family didn't come down to see me.

'Newfield is a place you go to get assessed for
other schools. I was assessed for six weeks and I was
assessed for residential care because my mum and dad
didn't want me back home. They did have the choice to
get me back because I had only been placed [he mentions
the children's home] for respite for them, although
I didn't realise that until I was older. I think the
truth was that they couldn't handle what had happened to
me so I went to Balrossie. It was a case of out of
sight, out of mind.

'T just got told one day by a member of staff at
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Newfield that I was going to Balrossie. I think my
social worker did take me for a day trip to Balrossie to
see it. I don't have any memory of packing up my stuff.
All T would have had were my clothes. I think it was my
social worker who took me to Balrossie.'

Then he tells us about his time at Balrossie. This
evidence was read in on 9 October 2024, which was day
483.

What we know, I think, from the records, my Lady, is
that he went from the children's home to Newfield, the

first time, and then to Balrossie on _1992, so

he is still aged 8.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MS FORBES: I think he then went home from Balrossie after

he made a sexual assault allegation in relation to
another boy. His father attended at Balrossie and took
him home. This was on _ 1994. So he had been
at Balrossie for two years and two months, almost, by
that point and he was aged 10.

Then he is at home for a very short period and he

goes to Newfield then, again, on _ 1994,

before he then goes to a children's home on

So I think some of the dates he has in his statement

are a little bit different from what we have in the
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records. Slightly mixed up. But --

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: -- the information he gives us about Balrossie
has already been read in. He says he was one of the
youngest there, and we know about that from the
records --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: -- him only being 8.

My Lady, he talks about some of the things that
happened at Balrossie: in the showers the boys would
fight with one another. There was a lot of violence
between the boys and bullying was on his mind
constantly.

He does talk about remembering outings, fishing and
ice skating. But he says he was beaten up by the older
boys and there was physical abuse by a member of staff,
and emotional abuse. There was physical and sexual
abuse from boys, as well as the bullying.

It is that accusation of sexual assault that he
made, which we can see in the records, was the reason
that his father attended and took him home. He then was
given this period of home leave and the view of staff
was that a return to Balrossie was untenable. But we
know from the records, his father and his father's

partner were unable to cope and an emergency panel then
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sent him back to Newfield_ 1994.

He was there then for a period of months before being
sent to the children's home in South Annan, which became

Seafield.

We know that he went there on _1995, aged
10, and he stayed there until the _1997, aged

12 .

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MS FORBES: I think, my Lady, from the records -- checking
the records -- he was at South Annan from-1995

until _1996, when he went to Cardross

for a period. Then he was in St Philip's from

_ 1997, when he was aged 12. Then he went to

Kibble on _1999, aged 15. He was then in Rossie

from _1999, aged 15. Then he was in a young

person's unit from_2000. He was then in Kerelaw
from_ 2000 and he was aged 16 at that time.
He absconded from Kerelaw and was missing for about
three months. This was in February 2001, when he was
still 16. Thereafter, he spent periods with his aunt
before going to Greenock Prison and Polmont.
I will just read that out just now, my Lady --
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS FORBES: -- because the chronology in the statement is

different from the records and it is quite difficult to
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navigate back and forward.

He does tell us about his time at South Annan. We
have that there, between paragraphs 88 and 116. He says
that there was abuse there and he talks about that. He
says his behaviour started to get worse and he was
running away. He was picking on other boys and
rebelling.

He then talks about St Philip's from paragraphs 117
to 140. This was read in on the 15 August 2024, so we
know he was aged 12 when he went there. He tells us
that whilst he was there, he ran away and was abducted
by two men and a woman and was sexually abused and held
for a week. He had a nervous breakdown after that and
tried to commit suicide. There was physical abuse in
St Philip's. He was bullied by other boys and the staff
orchestrated square gos.

It was because of absconding that he was sent to
Rossie. This was on _1999, aged 15. He
tells us about Rossie between paragraphs 143 and 154.

He was there for 11 months, he says in his statement,
when he was 15. He said Rossie was good, structured,
and he got an education. There was no abuse.

He talks about Cardross Park between paragraphs 155
and 163. That was read in on 12 July 2024, Day 462. He

says he was there a couple of times in Cardross for
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a few weeks. I think there is only one reference to
that I could find in his records, so one period, but he
says that there was a lot of bullying, I think, from
other boys, a lot of violence and mental abuse. He says
he ran away and was taken to Kerelaw. We know about the
dates of that from the records. He tells us about that
between paragraphs 164 and 169. That evidence hasn't

previously been read in.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: But he talks about bullying from other boys and

restraints by staff being really bad. He absconded and
was away for six months and lived with his aunt. He
says he tried to stay out -- managed to stay out of
trouble for about six months, but became involved with
drink and drugs, stealing cars. He then was sentenced
to a period in Polmont. I think we know from his
records he was actually in Greenock Prison as well at
only 16. There is a reference in his records that when
he was in Greenock Prison, he was being kept in a cell
for 23 hours a day because of lack of staff.

He tells us about being in Kibble for about
three months when he was 16. He then talks about
Polmont, between paragraphs 178 and 187. The parts
about Polmont have been read in. That was on

6 December 2023, Day 394. He talks about physical abuse
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from staff, restraint and segregation.

Then he talks about his life after Polmont from
paragraph 188. He was involved in a serious car crash
in 2003, he fractured his skull. After being in
hospital, he was released to Polmont and he says that he
has been numb to everything since; it has been
a revolving door into prison.

From paragraph 190, he talks about being in
Barlinnie over age 18, his life after care and his
impact. He was addicted to heroin by the time he went
to Barlinnie and says he has done 17 years in jail since
he was 16. He says he has about 250 convictions. He
says he has a partner now, a house and a dog waiting for
him when he gets out of prison. He is clean and he has
been setting up a security company to run when he gets
out of prison. He has started to write a book about
male abuse in care.

In relation to hopes for the Inquiry, that has been
read in before, so I won't take your Ladyship to that.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: Then, at paragraph 205, he makes the usual
declaration and he has signed his statement. It is
dated 28 September 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant
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who is anonymous and known as 'Patrick'.

'Patrick' (read)

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: The reference for 'Patrick's' statement is

WIT-1-000001212.

'Patrick' was born in 1985 and tells us about his
life before going in to care from paragraph 2. He was
born in Bellshill Maternity Hospital. When he came
along there was his two older brothers and an older
sister, but he says he also has then, after that, four
younger sisters.

He says that when he was born, he and his siblings
and his parents all lived in the one house in
Motherwell. 1Initially, life was all right and his
parents worked. His dad was a bus driver and his mum
worked in one of the sewing factories. He went to
nursery and then primary school, but was expelled in
Primary 6 and then went to a different primary school,
which was on the other side of New Stevenston. He says
at that time his mum and dad were going through
a divorce. He says he was about 11 years old.

Then he went to high school and that's when things
started really going downhill. His older sister and him
had always been quite close. She went into care. She

wasn't going to school and running away all the time.
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She was close to their dad and so when their parents
split up, she went to stay with him, but she was back
and forward between the two parents and the rest of them
stayed with their mum.

He said he felt he was getting on okay at high
school, but he doesn't know -- sorry, I think this is
primary school still. Yes, it is.

He said he was getting on okay at primary school at
first, but he doesn't know if it was because his
brothers and sisters had already been there and the
teachers thought he was another troublemaker, because he
felt he was picked on quite a lot. But when he went to
the second primary school, they were different towards
him; he guietened down and got on with his work.

He then went on to high school, but he says that was
a nightmare because his brothers and sister had been
there before him. Again, they had caused mayhem, so
there was this family reputation. He was only there for
a couple of months or so and then he wouldn't go for a
few days or he would go, sign in, and walk right out the
door again.

He started getting in trouble with the police. He
set fire to a block of flats and got charged with arson.
He went to the Children's Panel, there was a family

social worker and he said he wasn't going to go back to
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high school.

At paragraph 8, 'Patrick' says:

'T kind of lost the plot a bit and was out of
control. My mum couldn't handle me. I went to a few
Children's Panels for getting into trouble and for not
attending school.'

He says he was placed then on a supervision order
and he got his own social worker, who was very good. He
also then ended up with a drugs worker because he
started smoking cannabis.

He used to run away from home a lot. He says he
would get up in the morning and his brothers would be
fighting. He got on all right with his mum, but there
were five kids in the house and his mum was working and
his big brothers were babysitting and fighting. He
would run away to a friend's house, but he was being
reported to the police for running away.

He then attended the panel and he had seen his
sister go through the system and he thought she was
doing better than she had been doing when she was at
home, so he wanted to go with her. He says they had
always been close. This panel resulted in him being
placed in a foster home for respite care.

He talks about that time from paragraph 11. He says

he was supposed to be there until he rebuilt his
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relationship with his family, but he was only there for
a couple of weeks and it was all right. He doesn't know
how that time ended, but he thinks it is just because he
didn't want to go home and the social work were looking
for something more long term for him. He went directly
from a foster home to a children's home and he was there
for six to eight months. He says it was a crazy place
and he knew it had a bad reputation, so when he was told
he was going there, he wasn't happy.

He tells us then about that children's home from

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

paragraph 13.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then tells us, at paragraph 20, that he found out
that he was leaving the children's home at a planned
meeting. I think we know from his records, my Lady,
'"Patrick' was at the children's home from -1998.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: He doesn't mention 1t here, but we do know he
went to another place for a short period between
_1998 and _1998, when he went to
Newfield. I think he remembers going straight from this
first children's home to Newfield, but there was another
place in between.

He talks, at paragraph 21, about only ever having
two social workers. He says it helped having that
continuity and 'let me get to know them'.

So we know from his records he was transferred to
Newfield on_1998. He tells us about
Newfield from paragraph 22. He gives us the layout at
that paragraph.

At paragraph 23, he says:

'While I was at Newfield, I believe they were
assessing my behaviour and seeing whether I could go to
a children's home and go to mainstream school, or to

a unit and attend residential school as a day pupil.
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Ultimately, it was decided that residential would be
better.

'When I arrived, I was introduced to all the staff
in the unit. I was then shown my room before being
introduced to the other kids there. I had a room to
myself. I could put posters and pictures up if I wanted
to. There were three or four units and they all had
names, but I cannot remember what they were. There were
six or seven boys in my unit. It was all boys there.

I can't remember who was in charge of the place, but

I think "Wee Betty" was in charge of my unit. She
always seemed to be there. She was also my keyworker.

I remember one of the night shift staff was called John.
Each unit had different age groups in them. There was
one for the younger boys, one for those in the middle
age group, and one for the older boys, so you were kept
with your own age group. I stayed in the same unit for
my entire time there. I was about 12 years old. The
oldest was about 15 in my unit. There were younger boys
in the unit next door. You didn't really mix with the
other units. I had quite a good relationship with the
boys in my unit. On speaking with them, we were all in
there for similar reasons, like not going to school.'

He then talks about the routine. He says:

'Newfield was in the middle of nowhere, there wasn't
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much to do outside ...'

And you couldn't just come and go, you weren't
allowed to go out.

'The windows could only open a little bit and there
were bars on them. You weren't allowed out to play. It
was like a secure unit.'

In relation to food, he says:

'If you didn't want to eat you didn't have to, but
the food was okay.'

And he talks about being given pocket money and
taken to the shops to buy whatever they wanted. They
got about 7-odd a week. He talks about showering, and
he says:

'You were told to have a shower when you got up in
the morning and you could have one when you wanted to.
There were no restrictions ...'

In relation to school, at paragraph 29, 'Patrick'
says:

'The teachers came into the school during the day.
They weren't members of staff. There were only five to
six people to a classroom. There was a timetable and
you were taught different subjects, like art and things
like that. The teachers didn't really get time to teach
because they would just get started and somebody would

kick off.!

44



10

L,

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

He says that school was Monday to Friday from
9 o'clock until 3.00 in the afternoon. You would break
for lunch.

'When I was at Newfield, I started to knuckle down
at school. They told me if I had stuck in when I was at
mainstream school I would have done well. I suppose the
education could have been better, but the teachers were
dealing with unruly kids. It would be hard to focus on
teaching. The class sizes helped, but half the lesson
was disrupted all the time. You didn't get the same
opportunities as mainstream, because you only did maths
and English, whereas there you would get maths, English,
sciences, computing, and things like that.'

He says then that he was aware that he was being
assessed, but it wasn't like someone was standing over
the top of him, assessing his work. He says he wasn't
updated as to how the assessment was going.

He says that he could have gone home at Christmas,
but he chose to stay at the unit. It was all right
there. There was a Christmas dinner and he got a couple
of presents.

At paragraph 35, he talks about being taken out
a trips once a month to tenpin bowling or the cinema,
but that was really the only time they got out and there

was no holidays away.
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At paragraph 36, he says:

'My social worker would visit me in Newfield and

I could call her any time. On one occasion, one of the

other boys and I stole one of the member of staff's car

and ran away. I don't know the staff member's name. My

social worker came and had a few words with me. It was

reported to

the police and I was charged with theft.

This was near the end of my time there. It happened at

nighttime when there was only one member of staff on

duty.

'T never visited my family home when I was in

Newfield, and I didn't get any visitors. We got day

leave sometimes. I'd maybe get out on a Saturday and

visit my sister.'

He talks about the fact that she was in homeless

accommodation at that point. This allowance to visit

her started

after he had been there a couple of months

and they would give him money for his travel warrant to

buy a train
He says
occasion he
thinks that
place.

He says

tickets
then the only time he ran away was the
stole the staff member's car and he says he

was the reason he was moved away to another

at paragraph 39:

'There was nothing that happened at Newfield that
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I would say was abusive,

it was done properly.'

even when they restrained you

'You weren't being hurt from the restraints they

used. They weren't banging our heads off the walls or

the floor. Your arms weren't twisted up your back.

They used better techniques there. I think it was

a positive experience for me at Newfield. I think they

made the right decision putting me there.'

Then he said he thinks he left there because he

stole the member of staff's car. There was a meeting

and it was decided he was going to St Philip's. He says

that he thought it would be more secure with more rules

and regulations.

There 1s a letter,

my Lady,

in 'Patrick's' records

where he wrote to social work when he was at Newfield;

a very eloquent letter, typed,

asking to stay at

Newfield or to go into foster care and not be sent

somewhere else. He was citing the United Nations

Convention on the Rights of a Child.

My Lady, we know from his records he was moved to

st philip's on || 1222-

in on 15 August 2024,

Day 469.

47
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He says then that he
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stayed at St Philip's for almost 18 months.
In relation to abuse there, he says there was
inappropriate conduct by staff, strip searches, and

a supply of heroin by a member of staff --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: -- that continued for a period during his time

there, which I think he then goes on later to talk about
causing problems for the rest of his life.

He ended up leaving St Philip's because of the fact
that it became known that he was on heroin and he had
been withdrawing. I think this was -- he is not sure
whether or not this was reported to the police. His
mother and sister got involved and he ended up having to
see a doctor.

He says he didn't know that what he had been taking
at that time was heroin; he thought it was some sort of
cannabilis o1l, because that's what he had been told. He
found that out when he went to the doctors.

He says, at paragraph 56, when they left the
doctors, his mum and him:

'... went back to the unit to pick up some clothes
because she said that was it. I was going home.'.

But then he says his mum couldn't handle him. He
was withdrawing from drugs, he was stealing and he was

put into a children's home in Coatbridge. He was on
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a full prescription from the doctor at that point;
dihydrocodeine to help with the withdrawals and diazepam
to help him relax.

we know he left st philip's in || 2000-
What's on the records, it says:

'Due to major issues at St Philip's.'

Then he was home for a period before going to this

children's home in _ 2000.

He talks about his time at the children's home from

paragraph 58. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

talks a little bit then about what he knows about what
might or might not have happened to the member of staff
from St Philip's.

He says that a while after he left care they put him
into a scatter flat, but by this time he had moved on to
a methadone programme and he says he was in the chemist
one day when he saw that member of staff from
St Philip's coming in.

He talks about the fact that his day to day life,
really, was about getting a fix. When he went to the
children's home, his social worker thought he could go
to college. He started, but couldn't continue because

he was withdrawing and he was having, every day, to go
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and get medication, so college went out the window. He
says he was at the children's home for about eight
months or so.

A decision was then made for him to move to another
children's home in Cumbernauld. He tells us about that

from paragraph 66. He says he was only there a short

time, about two months. EREeCUECIAUSUUIEIERRCELNLIITLREICY

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then went to a children's home in Motherwell. He
tells us about that from paragraph 69. He says he was
only there for a couple of days, then he moved from
there to his mum's for a short period.

Then he went back again to the children's home in
Coatbridge, but that didn't last very long; it was two
or three months. But he was almost 16 and a place was
found for him at a homeless unit. He says he wasn't
prepared for the move. It was quite close to the
children's home, just round the corner, but he says he
went there after a meeting at the children's home on his

16th birthday. Whilst there, he says he could come and
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go as he pleased. He had been taken off the supervision
order, so he was no longer the responsibility of the
social work.

He made a claim -- he was to make a claim to Job
Seeker's Allowance, but his doctor said he shouldn't be
claiming because he wasn't fit to work, so he was put on
sickness benefit.

He then talks about life after care from
paragraph 76. He says when he left the care system, he
was homeless for years. Then he went to Throughcare,
who were good with him and got him a small flat. But he
didn't know how to look after a flat or himself. His
first thought in his head, though, at that time was to
go and score heroin. He was constantly trying to get
a fix. He says he is still addicted and still looking
for that fix.

Over the years he has had two of his own tenancies
on a furnished flat, but he has struggled, he says,
being able to budget. He stayed with his sister on and
off and he talks about some serious assaults that were
perpetrated on him with very serious injuries. He tells
us about that at paragraph 79. That's left him with
long term scars and he says that after one, he had to
learn to walk and talk again. He began forgetting a lot

and isn't as sharp as he used to be.
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He says he was in a long-term relationship on and
off for about 20 years, but his partner passed away.
They had a house together. He says he was waiting to
get back into it, but he doesn't know if he will be able
to do it.

He says he is in Glasgow most of the time now. He
has had scatter flats there. He went down to- for
a period of about three years and ran a pub and
an hotel. He ended up getting involved in drugs and was
in jail there for three and a half years. He's been in
jail, he says, two or three times in his life and every
time it has been because of drugs.

He says he is still in touch with his sister that he
was close to, but he has no contact with the rest of his
siblings and that's through drugs and everything else.

In relation to impact, he talks about the impact,
really, of the supply of heroin to him by this member of
staff in St Philip's and the impact that that has had on
his life since then. He said he has never injected
heroin in his life but this has impacted relationships
and friends. He says all his friends are drug addicts.

He talks about his health problems that he has and
the medications he still has to take. He talks about
being interested in getting on a pilot scheme where you

get a jab once a month and it takes you off drugs. So
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he was saying that he had seen people who had benefited
from that and that's something he wanted to do. He
talks about having to go every day to get medication.

He talks about having tried to take his own life
a couple of times. He has only really had two jobs in
his life and he has not been able to keep hold of them
down to drugs.

He then talks about reporting abuse and, in
particular, that staff member from St Philip's in the
following paragraphs.

In relation to lessons to be learned, at
paragraph 93, he says:

'T had a lot of hopes and dreams, but they were all
dashed a long time ago. I just hope that they can do
things right and look after children properly, the way
they are meant to be. As I was getting older, the
restraints that were used got better and better, so
hopefully things like that will help.'

And then he has made the usual declaration and he

has signed his statement, dated 2 March 2023.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: Do you want to do one now?

MR PEOPLES: Okay.

MS FORBES: Okay, my Lady, Mr Peoples has a read-in.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Does that complete our Newfield?
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MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think it does.

LADY SMITH: I think it does, doesn't it?

MR PEOPLES: I think we can move on to some read-ins in
relation to Beechwood. And the first read-in this
morning for Beechwood is from an applicant who is known
by the pseudonym 'Rizzo'.

'Rizzo!' (read)

MR PEOPLES: 'Rizzo' gave live evidence on 23 February 2024,
Day 423. The transcript reference is TRN-12-000000055.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: She really spoke largely about one place,
Balgay, that she attended.

LADY SMITH: Yes .

MR PEOPLES: Or she was a resident in. I don't think she
gave very much evidence about other places. I think she
said a little bit about Beechwood, but that's obviously
something I am going to deal with this morning.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: Before I do that, I will just say that she
seems to have been in Beechwood a number of times, from
dates we have from records. I will just give the dates,
perhaps, at the moment rather than just keep referring
to them.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: Her first, I think, admission, based on
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records, was on_1974 until_1974,

which was a relatively short period. I think she was
then released home, according to her records. She was
readmitted to Beechwood on_ 1974 and she stayed
there, I think, until_ 1975, when she then
moved on to Balgay.

She then was readmitted to Beechwood -- this will be
the third time, I suppose -- on -1975 and she
stayed a relatively short time, until- 1975. She
then went on to a place called Aycliffe --

LADY SMITH: ¥es .

MR PEOPLES: -- which she tells us about in her statement.
Then she appears to have been readmitted on
_1976, before being transferred to another place
called Roberton. Then she had a period of extended home
leave.

LADY SMITH: How long was she in in 1976? Do we know?

MR PEOPLES: I'm not sure I have it.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry. And then she was off to Roberton.

MR PEOPLES: I don't think it was very long, from how it
seems to play out.

Basically, we are dealing with someone who, on and
off, was in Beechwood between 1974 and 1976 on various
occasions.

LADY SMITH: Yes, thank you.
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MR PEOPLES: It gives us an idea of the time period.

LADY SMITH: It is between the ages of about 12 and 147

MR PEOPLES: Yes, yes. Broadly speaking, yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: I will just deal very briefly with life before

care. She is perhaps maybe one of the more unusual

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.

MR PEOPLES: We have had cases of that kind, but they tend
to be --

LADY SMITH: It is not as common.

MR PEOPLES: -- fairly uncommon. She tells us that she has

three sisters; two older, one younger. She was born in

_ So that would be in the mid-1960s,
1966/1967. One of the older sisters_

_ended up living with her granny.

'Rizzo' and the two other sisters lived in a tenement
with their father. She puts it very starkly.

LADY SMITH: Sorry to interrupt you, Mr Peoples. I know we
have the transcript reference previously. I don't think
we have the statement.

MR PEOPLES: I don't think I did give you it, actually. It

is WIT.001.002.4197.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MR PEOPLES: Yes, sorry.
LADY SMITH: That's all right.
MR PEOPLES: Sometimes it is very difficult to remember all
the references.
LADY SMITH: There are so many details to give.
MR PEOPLES: Yes, that's the reference I am reading from.
Going back to life before care, she tells us at
paragraphs 2 to 6 -- she puts it:
'We were in extreme poverty.'
And she says her dad didn't work because he was
_on benefits. There were clearly financial
problems as a result. There was a fairly crowded
accommodation, with three sisters sleeping in the same
bed and her father sleeping on the couch. She tells us
she enjoyed her time at primary school, but by the age
of 10 or 11, she was being bullied by a particular girl.
She has some awareness that the RSSPCC was involved with
the family. She is not actually aware of any social
worker coming to the house.
It then appears she got into some trouble, as she

mentions stealing coal several times from a nearby

railway yard to heat the house. She remembers going to
some panels. I think the first, when she was about aged
10. She appeared before a panel, she recalls, for
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shoplifting a packet of sausages.
It was decided eventually, by the panel, that
'Rizzo' was beyond parental control and unruly. It was
decided to put her into residential care. She tells us
that she was upset by that decision, was screaming and
shouting. Her father was upset and crying, but she was
taken in a van to Beechwood Assessment Centre. She said
she wasn't even given a chance to go home to collect
anything. So we actually know the dates -- she is a bit
out on dates.
LADY SMITH: ¥es .
MR PEOPLES: But that's her recollection of how matters
unfolded.
She tells us about Beechwood Assessment Centre from

paragraphs 7 to 39. She, at that time, says it was -

an Elizabeth Jack. I think she is not sure whether she
was actually staff or perhaps a manager who had some
responsibility for the home, because she does say she
visited now and then, which would suggest that she might
be the latter rather than the former. It doesn't
perhaps matter a great deal because, ultimately, she
focuses more on the other two women who did run the

home.
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She recalls there were about ten girls when she was
there and that she slept in a dorm with three other
girls, that's at paragraph 8.

She tells us about routine. I am not going to go
through it in detail, but she says on the first day she
met Mrs SNR and she was told to take
her own clothes off because she was required to wear the
centre's clothes. She says at that point she did refuse
to do so and she was told that if she didn't take her
clothes off, they would be taken off her. She said she
went to a cupboard, removed her clothes, and was given
other clothing to put on, and she was also given, at
that time, pyjamas and washing items.

LADY SMITH: Just in passing, I have just checked, the
information we have been given about 'Ms E Jack' --

MR PEOPLES: Yes

LADY SMITH: -- is that certainly by 1975, she was being
recorded as head of the establishment.

MR PEOPLES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: We don't know what role she was fulfilling
before then, if anything.

MR PEOPLES: 1If that's from the report that Glasgow
provided, I am not sure that --

LADY SMITH: No, their records, they keep telling us, 'Our

records aren't very good'.
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MR PEOPLES: I am not sure that some of the information
is -- necessarily coincides with some of the other
information we have seen from other records; not
applicants, but other Scottish Government records.

But we can note that certainly there was
a suggestion that she might certainly become the head at
some point.

LADY SMITH: Yes .

MR PEOPLES: So she tells us about routine. She also says
that she was rather offended by the fact that
Mrssaid that her knickers were dirty and that
she should clean herself better, because she felt she
was wearing nice clothes, but was being told they were
filthy. She said her dad had taken the trouble to get
her secondhand clothes before she went before the panel,
before going to Beechwood.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So it is not a very happy start. I think she

in fact, to some extent, attributes her subsequent

experiences to that first encounter with

SNR
She says, between paragraphs 9 and 10, that she
started swearing at Mrs , telling her she wasn't

filthy, as she put it:

'We didn't get off on a good footing.'
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1 She also says:

2 'No one tried to tell me why I was there or make me
3 welcome in any way.'
4 Again, that's a familiar theme we hear about.
5 She was then taken to the dormitory, she remembers
6 going for an evening meal, but says she was upset and
7 crying at that time. She says she was telling people
8 she just wanted to see her dad. She tells us about the
9 routine. I am not going to read all that.
10 She does say that by the time that the girls went
[ for breakfast, the managers were about. There were
12 trainee staff, she says, but they were more or less
13 directing the children. Well, they were directing the
14 children, telling them what to do, but I think she was
15 clearly feeling: it's the managers who were running the
16 show.
17 She said initially she felt the food was nice, but
18 then she tells us, at paragraph 13 -- and I think this
19 is one of her themes -- that she ate the food at
20 Beechwood without any problem until she realised it was
21 laced with medication. She does tell us a bit more
22 about that, which is perhaps troubling.

23 LADY SMITH: Yes.

24 MR PEOPLES: She has an occasion where girls kept her head

25 underwater, at paragraph 14, and feels that
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SNR perhaps misinterpreted the situation,

thinking she was in fact trying to self-harm.

She describes there were books, toys and games, at
17. There were day trips. She says she didn't go on
them because of her behaviour, but she did occasionally
go swimming, at paragraph 18. There was no school at
Beechwood, she says, and while there, 'Rizzo' didn't go

to a school at all.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.

MR PEOPLES: She refers to art lessons, but says that they

were nothing special, at paragraph 19.

She then goes on to say she did refuse to eat or
sleep and was sent for a period to a psychiatric
hospital. She tells us that her recollection is that
there were things that happened there. I am not going
to read it all out, but one of the things she refers to
is that she recalls being threatened with electric shock
treatment.

She also says -- and this is perhaps more relevant

to a theme that we have heard -- that Mrs ==

this is at 20 to 22 ——, arranged for 'Rizzo'

to have a brain scan, she tells us. 'Rizzo' says
Mrs told social workers, and indeed everyone,
that 'Rizzo' was brain damaged. 'Rizzo' says she had

the scan and everything was normal and was told that
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nothing was wrong with her.

Again, that's something that seems to be instilled
in people at times, that they are retarded, brain
damaged or otherwise, and that's something that she
recalls in her case.

She said girls did have chores to do and when she
refused to do her chores, she would end up having a row,
and being put in isolation. She is not suggesting the
chores themselves were necessarily terribly onerous, but
that she certainly was, to some extent, being

difficult ——

LADY SMITH: Yes, yes.

MR PEOPLES: =-- as an individual.
She saw her father occasionally -- this is at
paragraph 26 -- and sometimes neighbours visited. When

visitors came, they sat in the dining room, she recalls,
and staff were always there.

This is again going back to what she has Jjust said.

Mrs would speak to her father in front of
'Rizzo' and says that Mrs was telling her

father that 'Rizzo' was problematic and that a car
accident that she'd had when she was younger had caused
some form of brain damage. She tells us, I think, in
the statement, she did have an accident, but she doesn't

think it caused any form of brain damage to her. But
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feels that that's something that Mrs picked up
on and was saying the things that she said to her father
and others.

She says that -- and this is perhaps -- she says
children were allowed to smoke. Indeed, she says, staff
told 'Rizzo' that she would be better off smoking.
Mrs she says at paragraph 27:

'... wanted me to smoke and she told me it would
calm me down and I would feel better. I ended up
smoking.'

So it would appear that apart from isolation, loss
of home leave, that smoking was used as, arguably,

a form of control and, if one accepts 'Rizzo's' account,
medication, too, or the threat of medication. So there
were a number of variants that we have heard about in
the evidence that we have heard so far.

She said she ran away at every opportunity, at
paragraph 28.

I see it is 11.30, I wonder if would you like

a short break?

LADY SMITH: Should we break just now?

MR PEOPLES: I am not gquite finished, but it is a convenient

point. I think I am reading the point about abuse.
I am not going to be much longer, but I think it is

a natural break.
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MR PEOPLES: My Lady, if I could resume the statement given

by 'Rizzo'. I had reached a point in her signed
statement where she has a section headed, 'Abuse at
Beechwood', which starts at paragraph 29 and I think
runs through to about paragraph 38.

She does go back to the first day she arrived at
Beechwood. She says she was given medication. She says
that Mrs told her to take it. She told her she
wasn't -- well, 'Rizzo' said she wasn't sick and
Mrstold her that she was homesick and every
child who was homesick had to take the medication. She
says:

'T think I believed her and I took it.'

That's at paragraph 29. She says she was compliant
for a while, but after a while realised that this
medication had a sedentary effect on her; it was
knocking her out. She said it was later on that she

found out it was Largactil.

LADY SMITH: I think it is Largactil.
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MR PEOPLES: Largactil and Mogadon. I think we know the

former is a -- by then would have been an established
anti-psychotic drug, which had, I think, surfaced,
having done my research, in the early 1950s and was,
I think, quite established, certainly for that purpose,
by the time we are looking at here.
That's her recollection of what she was being given.
She says, also, that Mrs and Mrs
forcibly removed her clothes and 'gave me the
medication'. It does appear from what she says, the
medication was given by way of an injection, I think --

from what she says later in her statement.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.

MR PEOPLES: She said:

"When I was in Beechwood [this is paragraph 29]
I was controlled mostly through this medication.'

I suppose it might be contrasted with the previous
evidence about the boy who was on heroin, who had
a doctor's prescription and for that reason was in
care -- was being given something on prescription.

The way 'Rizzo' puts the matter, it doesn't appear
as i1f she had any form of prescription that would
justify the medication. It was being administered, she
says, by someone in a care setting, not in a hospital,

or medical centre, or for reasons which she couldn't
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understand.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

other.

She has tried to get records unsuccessfully.
Yes.
And I take it, we have no records?

We don't have records to tell us one way or the

Although she is not the only person who mentions

this at this particular place, the idea of medication or

threat of medication.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

Yes.

She goes on to say that this medication was

given every night around 5.00 pm. This is at

paragraph 30. She saw other children being given it,

she says she would refuse to take it. She says:

'This caused me a lot of trouble and there were lots

of battles. Mrs Mo and Mrs R used to hold

me down, pin me to the floor and force it into ...!'

Well,

she says, 'into my mouth', but she does later,

I think, talk about injections, as well. I will stand

corrected. She says:

'They were also putting it in my drink and in my

food."'

She has this recollection of certainly having things

put in her mouth, in her food, which she was unwilling

to take voluntarily. She says it got to the point where

she would stop eating her food. She says the medication
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was being given after breakfast. She was still refusing
it, and:

'They would force me to take it.'

She says:

'When I realised it was in my food, I went for three
days without eating anything at meal times.'

Indeed, she recalls a woman on the night shift
feeling sorry for her and taking her downstairs and
giving her something to eat. She says she was someone
she liked and trusted.

She says, moving on, at 31, that she was often put
in the isolation room. Staff would take her clothes off
and give her pyjamas to wear. She says it was always an
empty room, but at some point they put in a tiny straw
mattress with a plastic cover. She describes it as
'like a prison cell' and she said she was regularly put
there when she 'kicked off'. And I think that is fairly
consistent with other accounts, that there was such
a room that people would be put in when they 'kicked
off'. She says she saw other girls being put in there
as well.

Then, going on, at 32, she says when staff were
putting medication in her food, she said she was getting
'dopier and dopier'. She said she would refuse to sleep

for a while because she didn't know what was going to
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happen. She says she had nightmares and, looking back,
she believes she was hallucinating at times, possibly as
a result of the medication, lack of sleep and her
general emotional state at the time. She says she was
seeing things and she was screaming and shouting.
Indeed, at one point, she says was put in a separate
room so she would sleep and wasn't let out during the
day until she had had a sleep.

Because I think she says she was in a dorm at

Beechwood.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She then goes back, I think, to the time that

it was organised for her to go to a psychiatric

hospital, at paragraph 32. She says when she got back
from there, nothing had changed. Mrsand -=

I think it is Mrs and Mrs , continued

to be horrible to her.

She does say that Mrs 's manner was that she
came across as really nice, she said:

'She spoke gently and was friendly and presented as
such a lovely person. It was only when I matured
emotionally and developed intelligence that I realised
it was sheer manipulation.'

She said she told 'Rizzo' she had problems and was

the worst child she had come across and that there was
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something wrong with her. So this is, again, a clear
recollection that she was being told that there was
something damaged or wrong about her.

Then she says all the time she was in Beechwood, she
felt she was battling.

She said:

'T just seemed to kick off [this is at 34] and be
involved in battles all the time. I was kicking doors
and throwing things through windows. I just felt
constantly angry from the moment I woke up to the minute
I went to bed. Upon reflection, I think it stems back
to that very first day when I refused to take my clothes
off and I swore at them. They obviously thought from
that first minute that I was trouble.'

She says, at this point, that -- she tells us a bit
about the car accident, I think, at paragraph 33. When
she was 8, she was run over by a car, she said, and
ended up in hospital with a fractured pelvis and broken
leg. She says that Mrs knew about the accident
and told 'Rizzo' that her brain had been damaged in it
and that was the reason she was behaving as she was:

'She said I was backward. She told me this in
a nice friendly way and it made me believe she was

telling the truth.'

LADY SMITH: Am I right in thinking -- I get this from my
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reading of her statement -- she doesn't really separate
in her evidence the distinct periods she was at
Beechwood?

MR PEOPLES: No.

LADY SMITH: It's all a general memory of what life at
Beechwood was like, although some things she relates to
when she went there right at the beginning, which would
have been that initial three-week stage.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, the first stage, then it could be. But
I think we have to take it that this is a memory of --

LADY SMITH: Everything, yes.

MR PEOPLES: -—- Beechwood, because when we see the
paragraphs that deal with different visits, they tend
not to be as expansive as the first section. Indeed,

I think the third section says very little about it.

LADY SMITH: Yes

MR PEOPLES: But, yes, I think that's the way it falls to be
read. It's perhaps a natural thing. I don't think that
given the passage of time that you would necessarily,
other than, say, the first day, you might well say,
'That was the first day I ever went there', but beyond
that, you are probably having to rely on saying: 'Well,
I was there and these things happened'.

And I think that's --

LADY SMITH: Yes. Although she refers to being sent to
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Gartloch Hospital, I wonder if it is Gartcosh.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I didn't mention the name, but yes, I
suspect it is Gartcosh. It would make some sense,
I think.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So that was about the car accident.

Sorry, and if I go back to -- she said she was
battling all the time and feeling angry. She feels she
was treated differently because of her behaviour. This
is 35. And indeed she says her behaviour deteriorated
during the period she was in Beechwood.

She says, at 36, for some reason she was there
longer than any other girl. Now, that might be
a reflection of someone who has been there more than
once and has to some extent conflated all periods into
one. If did you that, you certainly would feel you were
there for quite a long time.

LADY SMITH: One of them was a period of about six months
although the others were very short.

MR PEOPLES: There was a lengthy period. But, yes, if you
said, 'The start was one year and by the time I ceased
to be there ...' it could seem to a person to be long.
Certainly, there would be other girls at that time
coming and going --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

72



10

L,

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR PEOPLES: -- and not necessarily there again.

So she says -- she did say -- although having said
that she was there longer, she did say she left to go to
another place for a while, but came back for spells.

She says:

'T know the staff in there didn't like me. I got on
okay with the other girls, although there was the
occasional fight.'

She says when she ran away -- this is at 37 -- the
police never asked why. She says her dad knew why. He
knew she wanted to be at home and not in Beechwood, but
she didn't tell him what was going on at Beechwood. She
tells us that at 38.

She thought she was in Beechwood for a long time,
but she does say, according to her records, it's not so
clear, because she did go back there at other times.

So, with the benefit of records, she realised i1t 1s not
just one continuous period.

Then she talks about leaving Beechwood to go for
a time to Balgay. I am not, obviously, going to go
through that today. That's at 40 to 61 of her
statement.

There i1s a section headed 'Beechwood second visit!',
62 to 66, but she doesn't say a great deal more than she

sald in the first section.
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She says generally the staff were the same as
before, some day staff had changed, the routine was much
the same as before. She says:

'In the end, I suppose, I became resilient to the
fact that this was my life.'

She continued to run away. She says staff gave her
medication again, which she never chose to take, but
says that they somehow managed to get the medication
into her.

Now, I think I said injection. I think I have got
the wrong witness here.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MR PEOPLES: I am starting to --

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: I have a memory that someone had said something
along those lines.

LADY SMITH: Yes, well, she did start off referring to
a bottle on a shelf, which sounds like something --

MR PEOPLES: I will correct that now. It does appear from
what we have that that isn't how -- it was administered
orally, it would appear, this medication, so I'll
perhaps stand corrected there, having looked at what she
has said about Beechwood, as far as her experience was
concerned.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.
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MR PEOPLES: Then she goes on. I am not going to, again, go
through this, but she has a section on Langlands Park
from 67 to 79.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She tells us there was abuse there, between
paragraphs 74 to 78. She mentions being assaulted by
SNR and she describes some of the occasions
when these things happened.

She then goes on to deal with Beechwood the third
time, but in a very short section, which I don't think
adds anything to what she has said previously.

Then she --

LADY SMITH: The third visit was actually only two weeks, on
the dates you gave me earlier.

MR PEOPLES: That's right, yes. Well, forgive me, I think
there are probably four visits now, in all.

LADY SMITH: There were four in total.

MR PEOPLES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: But the third one -- and this is the third
time --

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I am not sure she breaks it into four
visits in the statement, maybe she sees it as three.
But, again, we are satisfied she was there.

LADY SMITH: There is a heading there, on paragraph 80,

'Beechwood, third wvisit'.
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MR PEOPLES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: That was the two weeks at the beginning

of - 1975.

MR PEOPLES: If that's --

LADY SMITH: If that's right, yes.

MR PEOPLES: 1I'd probably take that, perhaps,

caution about just breaking it --

LADY SMITH: Of course.

MR PEOPLES:

with a bit of

-- into periods because of various factors.

But she does say that certainly after the time that

she talks

Aycliffe School in County Durham,

have stayed for about a year.

about, at paragraph 80, she then moves to the

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Sorry,

I am doing her a disservice.
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go to 105, she says shortly after leaving Aycliffe, she
went back to:

'... what felt like my home, Beechwood.'

At 105. So she mentions it in passing. Then she
goes to Roberton House, in Glasgow. She tells us

a little bit about that at 106 to 109.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Then she goes on to deal with life after Roberton at
110/111, because she went back to live with her mother
for a time, went back to school. She hated living with
her mum, because her then partner was an alcoholic. She
didn't stay very long. She seems to have gone to live
with her dad. She says she got in with a bad crowd when
she was around 15 years of age and there was an occasion
when she was in a stolen car with others and it would
appear that she was subject of a serious charge arising
out of that. But the serious -- more serious charge was
dropped, but she still was sentenced to a period in

Cornton Vale for three months. She tells us about that
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at 112.

She doesn't appear to have had any difficulties
there, other than the fact that she was locked up. It
perhaps reminded her of her days at some of the other
places, which she obviously didn't like.

She talks about life after care. I am not going to
go through all of that today. It is at 113 to 118. She
did try to get qualifications, she went to
a polytechnic. She did work as a care assistant in the
home for the elderly. She did a Certificate in Social
Care at college. She worked in an adolescent unit in
England. Although she didn't, I think, really --

I think she realised, at 114, that wasn't work for her,
because she says it was Jjust like being back in care and
it was at that point she realised that. But she seems
to have moved on and trained as a psycho-dynamic
counsellor. She also trained as a social worker and
worked in adult social care for a time. Then
specialised in forensic mental health and moved back to
Scotland in 2017 and worked in adult social care after
her return.

She talks about impact between 119 and 131. It is

often the usual consequences of lack of trust.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She has lost any closeness with her siblings.
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She constantly feels on guard and, perhaps most
importantly, she says she still feels anger. She says:
'"From the time I went inte care, I was told there
was something wrong with me, that I wasn't
intelligent.'.
At meetings the term 'educationally subnormal' was

used. Mrs and Mrs LS

impression that she needed to be in a special school and

gave 'Rizzo' the

that she was backward. So this is, again, something
that clearly has left a lasting impression on her and
has affected her whole life and left her with no
confidence, she says at 127. The lack of education had
hugely hindered her, although, having said that, it
would appear that she has done very well --
LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR PEOPLES: -- in terms of what she achieved after leaving
care.
LADY SMITH: Yes, she has.
MR PEOPLES: She seems to be positive in many ways because
she says:
'TI don't sit and cry about it [every day] but I live
with this impact.’
I think she still wants to get on with her 1life, but
it does have its effects.

LADY SMITH: When she gave evidence during the Balgay

i)
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137, and records 138 to 141. She has an account there.

Can I just say this -- and I don't want to read this --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: -- Glasgow City Council take no issue with the

rest of her statement, but feel that the way she puts
matters about how she was dealt with when they met is
not their recollection of events.

I don't want to get into a difference of opinion.
Clearly, the major part of the statement, there is no
exception or challenge to that. But I think they feel
the way that it's put, that perhaps they didn't deal
with the matter in an appropriate and sympathetic way,
is not in accordance with their records and information,
and that they were willing to provide her with records
and so forth, and to meet with her along those lines.

I just record that. I don't want to dwell on it

today.

LADY SMITH: That's fine.

MR PEOPLES: Lessons, she says at 142:

'"Even in the 1970s, people were trained, they were
aware and they knew the difference between right and
wrong and what poor practice was. They knew what abuse

was. There was no excuse ...'

And this is for EEeUCERRUEGTUGERS )RR EIC

the person at Langlands Park for their behaviour or for
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situation where she seems to have had a bad experience
in the community, because she says when she was going
home from school there was an incident with three older
boys from her school. She was raped, a 'gang bang' as
she puts it, but she hadn't told anyone.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: From that placement, she tells us that she
moved to a children's home in Glasgow. She thinks that
was again an emergency placement and the other girls

were older.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She goes on to say that then she recalls being in
a Salvation Army hostel for girls in the Glasgow area,

probably around 1976/1977. She tells us about that, at

73 to 94. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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she went, I think, to a further foster placement in
Bearsden. This 1s at paragraph 85. This would be about
1977, I think. She says it was a great placement.

Unfortunately, she stole some money for her sister to
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buy food and that caused her to be put into Beechwood.
As regards Beechwood, she deals with her time there
at paragraphs 86 to 96. This would be, I think, about
1977. She reckons she was there about eight months,
although she says, at 86, that she was meant to be there
for a 21-day assessment, but she was there for much
longer.
She speaks of a manager called (A
87. She does say that she received education at
Beechwood. As part of assessment, staff were checking
her reading ability, but told her that she had a reading
age of a 7 or 8-year old. So she at least has some

awareness that some form of assessment was happening.

LADY SMITH: Something happened.

MR PEOPLES: Then she said that there was activities, many

activities, at the weekend, one of which was watching
films with the manager.

She then deals with abuse, at paragraphs 92 to 95,
and she says as time went by, the manager, the person
that she named:
became very affectionate towards me and cuddled
me .

'"Pat' says that she would be watching horror movies
with him and other girls. The girls would get scared

and she would cuddle into him. This is 92 to 93. She
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At 152 -- 1if I can just complete this:
'"The system is unable to quantify the extent of the

life-changing destruction that occurs through the misuse

of power by people placed in authority over the

vulnerable.'

That's her reflection.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

of the

LADY SMITH:

Indeed.

So that's all from me, I think, at this stage.

Thank you very much. Thank you.

I think Ms Forbes can deal with at least some
read-ins.

Yes. Just while you are getting organised

there, Ms Forbes, we have a name, [l

whose identity is protected by my General Restriction

Order,

and he is not to be referred to as identified in

our evidence outside of this room.

MS FORBES:

an applicant who i1s anonymous and is known as

LADY SMITH:

MS FORBES:

My Lady, the next statement I have is from
'Shirley’.

'Shirley' (read).
Thank you.

The reference for her statement is

WIT-1-000000507.

LADY SMITH:

MS FORBES:

Thank you.

'Shirley' tells us she was born in 1963 and

talks about her life before going intc care from
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boyfriend of her mother toock her on a train to live in

Birmingham with him and her mum. She

was 11 years old.

She says she hated being in Birmingham, cried to return

to Glasgow, was only there a week before running away.

She was eventually put on a train back to her dad's in

Glasgow, but continued to run away and the police were

always involved, continuing to return her to her dad's.

She kept telling them that she didn't want to be there,

but they just kept ignoring her.

Then she was sent to a girls'

She talks about that from paragraph

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

school in Stirling.

74 Secondary Institutions - to H

She was at that place

until she was 15. She says she recalls attending a

Children's Panel to decide where she was going to live

when she left. The decision was made for her to go to

Birmingham with her mum,

but she wanted to go and live

with her older sister and her sister's partner, but her

mum put a stop to that.

Her mum took

her on a train to
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we see that there's a comment about -- I think this is

SNR who's been in post since May 1963, having

had a short period in an approved school in between

times, which he didn't like. I think -- well, I will
give her name. It is Ms I think. It says:

'Ms Martin says Ms i is untrained and was quite
adaptable originally, but now tends to bully the girls

and shout at them.'

That's assessment. She's not very

Mm=hm.

I think she might have gone on to become did
she, according to your report? I might be wrong.

I'm not sure. Certainly Ms was mentioned in the

previous inspection report, and that's not the same

SNR so that's a different ...

Yes, in fact, I think you say, on page 13 of the report,
GLA-000003403, that Ms was appointed to the post
of in 196 so the person that was seen as
somewhat with a tendency to bully the girls finds

herself _of the institution in 196f). so

presumably --

LADY SMITH: And the date of the inspection that mentioned

that, again?

MR PEOPLES: This 1s 1966.
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it's better than it was. So there is a movement to
suggest it's getting a bit better and that some things
have been done.

But if I just pass on to page 3. Page 2 1s actually
a record of the visit in March 1967, which goes into
a bit more detail about why this conclusion has been
reached. All we can observe there, just in passing, is
that Ms Martin is going to retire as soon as a successor
can be found, although I think that took time. It looks
like, at the end of the day, Ms the person who
she didn't seem to be too happy with, _ the
one that she thought was somewhat bullying towards the
children.

But it was being said, at least, under 'Education’',
at section 6, that it was at least assessed that Rule 8
was now being met with the employment of a qualified
teacher and:

'A handycraft teacher, when appointed, will be a
further improvement.'

It's not great progress, but I suppose it's, at
least to some extent, an attempt to comply with the
relevant regulations. It does appear that there is
a bit more improvement, if we go to page 3, under
section 7, at 'Recreation', at least there is a bit more

for them do in terms of activities. So that sort of
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thing is at least moving in the right direction. And it
seems that the committee members are visiting more
regularly.

But, worryingly, at 13, on page 3, Ms Martin's still
unsure of the type of entries required in the logbook
and these were explained to her again. So limited
progress, it would appear.

Mm-hm.

So it says much has been done by the children's officer.
I suppose 1f you don't have enforcement powers, you are
trying to at least express it in a language that gives
encouragement to keep up the good work.

Mm~-hm.

But one can still see it is far from perfect.

Mm—hm.

Then, if we go on to page 4, this is a visit in 1971, so
we have moved on a few years. This is the last one

I propose to look at. It is the last one I think we
have available where it is -- I think it is a social
work adviser now has gone out and is reporting that he
went to Beechwood Remand Home on 6 May 1971. He did so
at the request of Mrs Marsh of the Social Work

Department, who had told him in a telephone conversation
that Ms -— who is now it would seem --
and_ were in some degree of upset 'as
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