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building?
To look at a photograph?
Yes.,
Yeah.
WIT-3-000005605, please, at page 6.
Yeah, yeah, I think that's the front of it, yeah.

I think that was the front of it, vyeah.
Do you recognise that photograph?
Yeah, I do, yeah, yeah.
Is that a photograph --
It looks a lot nicer than I remember, you know, yeah.
But yeah, that was it, yeah.
Is that the front of the building?
I think it's the front, yeah, I'm sure it is, yeah.
'Cause the back -- the back had 's
apartment, maybe up at this side, on the other side.
Now, 'Simon', there's actually a larger version of that
picture behind you on a screen. Could I possibly ask
you to stand up, just so I can ask you some questions
about the photograph, and the layout, and you can
perhaps help by pointing --
Yeah.
-- at various things for us.
Mm-hm.

You tell us in your statement that as you walked in the
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though, as though there was some part of the building,
the part that 'Simon' was wondering about, that had been
added on after the original building was built.

MS MACLEOD: Potentially, yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: Can I ask you now, 'Simon', about some of the
staff who were at St Mary's when you were there.

A. Mm-hm.

F N SNR was a man called Mr

Q. What was he like, 'Simon'?

A. We didn't really see much of him, but he was okay. He
was an older man and he was always smiling, and --
whenever I seen him anyway, he was always smiling, but

we didn't really see much of him. He lived in the

place, you know, there was an apartment_

there with his family, you know. I think.

A. Yeah, there was two, actually. There was
, he was , and I am sure there
was another one that was but I can't remember
his name.

KDN

Q. We will come on to speak about Mr a little

later, because I know you provide some evidence about
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him.

Mm-hm.

Another member of staff that you mention in your
statement is il

Mm—hm.

What was his role at the school?

Well, all the people, the inmates, the pupils, they knew
him as ", nobody called him that, but they called
him ", and a lot of folks says he was like
the janitor, but he took a lot to do wi' everything
else. You know, he always wore a white boiler suit and
he always had two of the older guys wi' him, they were
his -- he used them as his henchmen if --

Is that two of the older boys?

Two older boys, yeah. He would always have those two,
two nasty pieces of work, and, er, they would do a lot
of -- say, for instance, he would come out -- he would
come out to the yard and all the boys would be spread
about in the yard and he would say, 'Right, let's have

you' and we all had to head up and get in line. And,
er, if you weren't quick enough, he would get they two
toc grab you and take you over. And, er, you got

a coupla -- he used to carry a big, big massive size of

keys. And you got a couple of smashes in the head, you

know, and it dazed you. But that was his trademark.
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Sorry, who would set about you?

No, whoever was on. There was a few, him, I don't
remember him being upstairs many times, but I do
remember him setting about people.

And when you say 'set about people', what do you mean by
that?

Punching them, maybe in your bed or something like that,
and, er, just giving you a few punches and that as

a warning, you know, because --

Did you see LYT punching boys in their beds?
Yeah, yeah. Yeah, I seen him punch people a few times.
But his main punishment was the head, it was the head,
and he just smacked you so hard it was unbelievable, so
it was, you know, you walked away dazed.

It was painful?

Yeah, it was, yeah, yeah. I mean, we were only boys,
you know, we were only 14 or something. But yeah, he
was -- he was a nasty piece of work. Or he could be,

you know.

Another staff member you mentioned -- we will go on to

look at him shortly -- is (sl ?
KDM . i

What was his role in the school?
Well, he was a housemaster, he was the housemaster for

St Andrew's dormitory, the one across fae us. And, er,
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most of the time he just went about his job, but
sometimes, I don't know if he was on at night or what it
was, there used to be a watchman who was there at night
as well. But I remember sometimes the dormitories used
to get out of control. There was a lot of noise and
shouting and bawling and people throwing things at each
other and things like that. 2nd then all the lights
would go on. And, er, he would get us all out, he would
get us all out into the corridor, he would line us right
up in the middle of the corridor and you had to put your
two hands out and he would put books on each side and if
your hand dropped, if one of your arms dropped, you'd
get the punch in the head, you know, you'd get punched
in the head, so you would get them back up again. And
we were out there, I don't know how long, it probably
felt longer than it was, but we were out there for quite
a while.

If your arms dropped when you were holding the books,
was it who hit you on the head?

Yeah, most of us were sleeping at the time when he would
get us out there. But yeah, yeah, he would -- but that
wasnae just him, you know, it wasn't just him that did
that, you know. That was just a punishment they did if
there was a lot of noise upstairs, you know.

Okay. You have already mentioned, 'Simon', your
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have a group of people wi' him and they would all be
round me and maybe -- certainly in the assembly hall,
you had to be in an assembly hall for ... maybe they
would say you have to be in there for some time, and you
would go and they would be around me, and I mentioned
earlier about, erm, humiliating me by wanting me to
touch him and things like, that and he would call me

and things like that, and everybody was calling

KDO for a while. Yeah, he was the ringleader

me
behind everything that was going on among the boys, you
know, and people like him didn't seem to ever get pulled
up by the staff or anything like that, you know, they
get away wi' all that, you know.

In terms of him asking you to touch him, you look at
that in paragraph 48 of your statement, so maybe we will
go to that now.

Mm-hm.

You mention the boy's name here, you say you had a few
situations with him:

'He was always trying to humiliate me and call me
names . [You say] he wanted me to touch him when we were
in the assembly room.'

In the assembly room, mm.

Can you just tell me about that. Who would be in the

assembly room when that happened, would there be a group

42
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say things and they would create a rumour and the rumour
would get worse, you know.

Did people say these sorts of things to you?

Mm, yeah.

Can you help me with who said these sorts of things to
you, the things that you are thinking of?

Well, there was one or two, one or two of the staff, was
-- they put it across as like a joke, as if it was

a joke. But you didn't feel it was a joke, you know.

Which staff members are you thinking of there?

We're going back to, who do you call him? no
and --

What did he say?

Maybe he was -- maybe he was joking. See, he came fae
a background, he came fae a background where he played
for Celtic Football Club and there was a lot of banter,
and there was a lot of banter and maybe in his way --
maybe in his way he was treating all this stuff as
banter but you were taking it seriously, you know.

What did he say to you, what sort of thing did he say?
He would maybe just suggest that you were messing about
with somebody, and doing things in the toilets and that
kind of thing.

When you say 'messing about', what do you mean?
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Sexually messing about wi' other boys. And that wasn't
the case, you know. But when you start a rumour in

a place like that, everybody gives you it, everybody
gives you a hard time.

Did say this sort of thing to you in front
of other boys?

Yeah, yeah, it was a bit -- like I say, now I can look
back on it and say probably it was banter, but at that
time I didn't take it as banter, you know. And maybe it
wasn't banter, but -- see, a lot of people did start
rumours about people and it was usually the weaker
people, the people that didn't have anybody that could
stand up for them, you know.

And you did tend to just keep back fae certain
people, you would try and avoid them and you could,
because it was quite a big place, you know.

Would that be trying to avoid other boys or some of the
staff?

Staff.

Staff. Were there any particular staff members that you
tried to avoid?

Er, well, I didn't like being around ,

LYT I didn't like being around him.

like being around him. There was a few, you know, there
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was ... well, as I mentioned [ b

could quite easily just fly off the handle and you would
get a skelp or whatever, you know. I'm just trying to
remember, there was an old guy called -- he worked in
the farming gardens, he could be -- at times he could be
a wee bit slappy, different things like that, you know.
But a lot of it, a lot of what I got at that time,
after time had passed, it was mental stuff, you know,
they just made life so hard for you, you know.
Can I just ask you a little bit about Mr , who
you have mentioned a couple of times?
Yes.
What was it about him that made you not want to be
around him?
well, he was ENNNEEEGNGNEEE :)c vwhenever --
whenever -- when I started running away and I would get
brought back and it was him I had to face, and a couple
of times, you know, he would humiliate you. I had the
belt off him with my trousers down. And, er, it was
just a horrible feeling, you know, how he was behaving.
And he did a few things to me. I mean, one time, one
time he dressed me up in a pair of big, big shorts that
were too big for me, and a big pair of size 12 boots,
and everywhere I went, I had to walk about with this on,

to keep me there, you know.
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Q.

I think you talk about this, 'Simon', in paragraph 54 of
your statement --

Yeah.

-— if we can perhaps have a look at that.

Yeah.

On occasions when you would run away and you were
brought back, would you be taken to Mr &N for
punishment?

Yeah, yeah, he would be the one that would do the
punishment.

What did that involve, the punishment?

Well, usually, sometimes it would just be the belt on
the hands and that. But it was often on the backside,
you know.

Where in the school were you taken for the belt to be
administered?

Into his office.

Who was present on the occasions that --

Nobody, just me and him.

You've held your hands out in front of you, and I think
indicated that sometimes the belt would be administered
on the hand?

Yeah, maybe up here and that, yeah.

You are pointing to your wrist?

Yeah, what would happen was sometimes he would miss and
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it would be way up here. And when he hit you, say for
instance you pulled your hand out of the way, he would
come running after you and it was -- he was in a rage at
times, if that happened, you know.

How many times would he hit you with the belt, how many
strokes of the belt?

Well, he was given to -- the time when he did it on my
backside, I was to get six. But he didn't get as far as
six, because I kinda pulled away and I sorta managed to
get him to stop it. But yeah, it was -- that was what
he did, you know. That was -- it was to try and stop me
fae running away.

Was it one occasion that he hit on you the backside?

Oh no, it was more than one. See, what was happening is
I'd run away and I'd end up up my granny's house and
then the police would come up at about 4.00 in the
morning and take me back. So every time I got taken
back, it was that I had to see, you know. And
he would give you all sorts of warnings and different
things like that, but most of the time, at the
beginning, it was just the belt on the hands. And as

I say, if he missed, hit you somewhere else, he didnae

-- he didn't like that, you know.

LADY SMITH: When you were hit on the backside, was that

over your trousers or with your trousers down?
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weren't going to at the time, but I got hold of
and he said okay, plus the fact I'd won quite a lot of
the things in the sports day, I won a lot of prizes,

and, er, I got out that day, that was the day,

I oo

LADY SMITH: That wasn't long before you were 167

Yeah, yeah, just before I was 16. Yeah, that's when
I got out, yeah. And then guickly I was in borstal. I

was in borstal -- my granny died that year, my granny

died in _ and I was in borstal in [ :
think it was || N

MS MACLEOD: Before we go on to look at your time in borstal

in a little bit of detail, I just want to ask you a few
more things about your time at St Mary's, just before
you left. You mentioned a staff member by the name of
Mr Franks.

Mr Franks, that was the cook.

Yes. Was he there in St Mary's while you were there?
Yeah, yeah, he was there.

What are your recollections of him?

Well, I didn't really have much to do with him.
Because, I mean, I didn't work in there, but I know some
of the guys that worked in there had a hard time, you
know. He was notorious.

But, no, I didn't work in there. I worked in -- for
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Building that, yeah, yeah. But after we did that night,
after we did that night at the Stirling Albert Hall

I decided I was going to run away, and I did. The next
day me and another guy, we decided to run away, but we
didn't know where we were going, you know. So we soon
get picked up and taken back. But the first thing that
happened -- the first thing that happened was we got
taken in to the reception area, and the first person

I seen was a Mr he was a-instructor, and he
just set right about me. All sorts. Punched me. I hit
the floor. And he was jumping on me and all sorts. And
he was really, really angry. And anyway, so I went up
before the governor the next day and they sent me to the
Digger, the solitary confinement, for two weeks. I was
fourteen days remand and then two weeks in there.

And that was a kinda situation where you put all
your stuff out, all your bed and everything out, and you
just used to be in the bare room, no chair or anything,
every day. And the only time you get out fae that was
they let us out in the hallway and they put a table and
chair out and they'd -- the dialers, the telephones, you
know, the old type of telephones, we had to sit there,
my pal(?), and there was a bit of platinum and we had
to -- that was our job, but I was in there for two weeks

and then I went back into the wing and I decided just to
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every six months.
LADY SMITH: Good.
In the meantime, please go away knowing that you
have added enormous value to my learning --
A. Okay.
LADY SMITH: -- and I am really grateful to you for having
come here today.
A. You are very welcome. Thanks, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
Please feel free to go.
A. That's it?
LADY SMITH: Yes.
A. Is this -- shall I take this?
LADY SMITH: If you leave the red folder there we will tidy
up. Thanks.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: I will rise for a few minutes before the next
witness is introduced, but before I do, my
General Restriction Order protects a number of people
whose identities were disclosed this morning, as we do

in the course of oral evidence. I will give you a list.

KDM , also referred to as | Ul "

as Mr These people must not be identified as
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okay, we'll carry on through.

LADY SMITH: Are you all right to carry on until about
1 o'clock and then we will stop for the lunch break
then?

A. Yes, of course.

LADY SMITH: If you want to stop sooner.

A. No, no, I want this to be done.

LADY SMITH: ©No, it is important. It is important you feel
that it is quite all right to be upset. Don't hide it
if you are.

A. No, it's just a bit overwhelming when I'm actually =--
I've read this, I was the one who gave the statement,
but now here saying it, it's a bit overwhelming.

MR MACAULAY: Just in relation to what happened to you, was
it one nun or more than one nun?

A. There was more than -- there is one for me, my nemesis,
we're not allowed to say names, is that correct?

LADY SMITH: It's fine if you use the names here. As
I regularly remind people, if it is somebody to whom we
give anonymity we will use it here, but it mustn't
repeat it outside this room, so don't feel constrained
if you want to use the proper name.

A. I am happy to use nun A, B, or C if yous want.

LADY SMITH: ©No, just use the name, that's fine.

A. My nemesis, if you like, was Sister. She was
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that would be going to the, what we call the big side,
and the meetings with the priest, to be told, you know,
as I understand it she was a spokeswoman, I don't know
if that's the correct term.

In any event, she was somebody that you have described
as your nemesis, who you had regular contact with?

Oh, she was my main torturer, yeah.

On the occasions you have been telling us about, she was
involved, I think you are telling us, and was there

another nun or nuns involved?

There was, there -- and because Sisterwas the
one -- I mean, I can see her now, right now, but there

were others who were, you know, guite as vindictive as
well. I'm probably more loath to use those names simply
because I couldn't tell you which was which, so rather
than be, you know, not -- I'm happy te just talk about
Gar because she's the one for me.

Of course, would I be right in saying that at that time
someone of that order would be wearing the habit?

Yes, I've never seen them out of their habits.

You have told us what happened to you, and just to be
clear, did you suffer injuries because of this beating
that you told us about?

Yes, yes, yes, but what was, you know, what was I going

to do? The police had given me back to them. You know,
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what am I going to do, say to who? To say what to whom?
What sort of injuries did you suffer?

It would have been welts, you know, red welts. Maybe
some -- not cuts, but bleeding can come from welts, you
know. Yeah, I was marked, I know that, that's why I'm
telling this, describing it as the beating of my life,

you know.

LADY SMITH: TWhich part of your body were the welts on?

A.

Er, I would say mostly my behind and back, and the back

of the legs as well, yes.

MR MACAULAY: Would you be wearing short trousers?

Yes, yes.

And the other --

Oh no, no, sorry, on that occasion they stripped me,
they stripped me to beat me. There was no clothes.
This was -- I mean, we were isolated during the day time
in the child's dormitory, if you like. Isolated. And
stripped. Told to get to bed. And then about ten
minutes later they came in, two of them came in, but it
was Sisterthat did the beating, and they came
in and systematically beat me with no clothes on, I was
naked.

What about the other two boys?

That, again, I think we were isolated. That's my

memory. Yeah, I mean obviously I don't know, I couldn't
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life saved 100 times by different people, just as much
as I have had it really nearly ruined by quite a few, as
well.

But for me it's one story. I know there are three
different episodes, but for me it's an epic tale of
betrayal, to get a wee bit poetic about it.

When you left St Mary's at the age of 15, did you have
any further input or assistance from the care, social
work for example?

Initially, yeah. And it would have carried, but I ran
off. I mean, I ran away to London. But there was one,
I know we are not allowed to name names, which is

a shame because there is one particular fellow in

St Mary's that deserves all of the accolades he should
get, because he is the one person I'm talking about who
made sure I made the right choices at the right time.
I'm going to say it, Ead® , top man, if it
wasn't for him, I'd be nothing.

One thing you tell us at paragraph 64 is that because of
the impact of what you have been telling us has had on
you, you have found it difficult to keep jobs where you
are working for other people?

Yeah.

Essentially you have been freelancing all your life?

Yeah, I mean it's the only way I could work. I mean, if
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stenographers: good afternoon to you.

A. [Gaelic spoken]. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Can I add my thanks, please, before I let you
go, I am really grateful to you for putting yourself
through what you have done today. I told you I knew it
would be difficult --

A. Yeah, you weren't wrong.

LADY SMITH: -- and I can see it has been. I have huge
admiration for you managing to give us what you gave us
today, in addition to the written statement I already
have, and I note what you tell me about your brother's
voice as well.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Who didn't make it, I won't forget that.

A. His name was-
LADY SMITH: -, yes.

A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you so much. Please feel free to go and
safe journey home. I won't offer it in Gaelic.
A. It's okay.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: Just before we move on to the next stage of
evidence today, there were a couple of names used. One

was a nun called Sister All I can say about

her is we know that over the piece of our female
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religious orders we came across certainly more than one,
if not more than two, Sister- but please just

regard any Sister-as protected by my

General Restriction Order, and also a Mr .
They are not to be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room.

Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, I wonder if we could take the
afternoon break now and come back and do some read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Do some read-ins, that would be wvery helpful,
thank you.

(2.46 pm)

(A short break)

(3.02 pm)

LADY SMITH: Just before I turn to read-ins, a couple of
other names that I should have mentioned as being
protected persons within my General Restriction Order
and they are not to be identified outside this room.

One was the brother of the last witness, who was
referred to as- and the other his son,- he
gave us his name too. They are both covered and they
are anonymous other than within this room, if anybody's
referring to our evidence.

Yes, Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, we now have one or two read-ins this
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boys living there, all staying in dormitories.'
He goes on to provide a description of the building.
We have seen photographs of that.

At 13:

'There was , we called him [N and NGl
was or maybe LEN . I can't remember

their second names. There weren't many staff
considering the number of boys that were there. Only
six or maybe eight at the most. There must have been
kitchen staff as well, I remember the baker, the Jjoiners
and a laundry guy, but I don't remember much about that.
I don't even remember much about the meals or dinner,

I think the baker did that. I think the baker was
calledfifdl} he was a good guy.

'Overall it was a pretty strict regime, I don't
remember much. Later in life I was working out on the
0il rigs and there would ... be laughing and joking and
all that, but it never seemed that way at St Mary's.'

He tells us he had no real memory of his first day.

At 16:

'We called the officers "screws". I don't know if
they were civilians or what. I can't remember what their
official title was. We were told to undress completely

by, the main screw. Me and two or three

other guys, who I had never met in my life before, were
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just standing there naked. I wasn't comfortable with
that, I wasn't used to that kind of thing. 1In those
days we didn't go naked in front of anyone. I felt the
screw guy was looking at me, looking at us.'

He then, at 17 and 18, gives some information about
the daily routine, and the names of the dorms.

At 19, he says:

LYT was the main screw, I don't know if he
was the senior man but he always stood up on the steps
there and told us anything we needed to know or that he
wanted to tell us. Then we went to our departments for
the day. We stopped for lunch and then went back to the
departments until about 4 o'clock.'

He then goes on to describe what happened after
work, and at the end of paragraph 20:

'When we went up the stairs at nighttime there
wasn't any noise, it was just up the stairs and into
your bed. I remember lights out was pretty guick.

'On a Saturday we didn't go to our departments and
work, you just spent all day in the rec hall. There was
also a big gymnasium where some of the boys would go to
play football. There was a television and we would
watch the wrestling with Giant Haystack. We played
table tennis and there may have been a snooker table.

The room had seats and an easy chair and there was books

142



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

and magazines.

'TI would say the food was okay, I don't remember
anyone not liking anything or anything happening if you
didn't like anything. I actually just learned to eat
whatever was put in front of me. I've been like that
throughout my life.'

Then at 24 he says:

'There wasn't much education, my education was done
from when I left my school and went into St Mary's.

I don't even remember seeing a classroom, 1t was just
the workshop areas.

'"We just went to our departments, that's where we
worked all day. Mine was Jjoinery and the teacher was
a guy called [Nl He taught the joinery and was great
to me. I think that was beneficial to me. There was
also farming, gardening, a baker's and a laundry, you
could go to any of those different departments to
learn.’

Moving on to paragraph 30, he says that he sometimes
went to the Springburn baths:

'... on a Thursday night I think it was ... I don't
remember anyone having a birthday party and I don't
remember celebrating Christmas in there either.

'You got home for a weekend a few weeks before you

were getting released. Some guys may have got out more
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before that, I don't know. I got home for a weekend
about three or four weeks before my release. That's
when I noticed the poverty in the Gorbals.

'T only got the one visit during my time there. It
was my dad with my brother and sister. I do remember
him saying I got myself into trouble so he wasn't coming
every weekend. I didn't send out any passes to my
family, I didn't want to bother my dad or my sister.

I didn't want them coming all that way to see me.'

At 34:

'I don't remember any official visits or ever being
spoken to about my performance. If any boys were in any
difficulty there were people that you could go to.

I could have spoken to my joiner, , but there was
no one official.’

Then there is a heading headed 'Abuse at St Mary's':

'Discipline was the belt at St Mary's, it was more
severe than when I was at school. It could be for
anything, for being cheeky, for fighting, or something
like that, but I only got it the once. It was more
severe, more painful, and you usually got three at
a time.

'I remember once I'd been on weekend leave and when
I came back someone had taken my mattress. I looked

around and saw it was on [another boy's] bed. He was
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a bully ... We ended up fighting over it and some
screws came in, split us up and dragged us away.

'It was strange the way it happened as it wasn't
until about two weeks later that I was taken into the

offices late at night to be published. I was in my

jammies. SNR , was there and B
KDN was in charge. (& was just sitting.

It all seemed so odd, I was getting belted after lights
out, in the office, two weeks later, that was unheard
of.

was behind me and he put his arms around me
from behind to put my hands out to get the belt. I said
to him that I didn't need him to do that. I could feel
LWONNN was aroused behind me. I think something was going
to get done to me, but because I said he didn't need to
do that, nothing more happened. I don't know why they
picked on me, perhaps it was because I had no visitors
and wouldn't have anyone I could tell.

'"When I went to St Mary's approved school I had
never been out the house before so I wet the bed. My
main beef at St Mary's was wetting the bed.

'"The procedure was that in the mornings, when we all
lined up in our dorms, out in the yard and anyone who
had wet the bed had to bring down their bedding and take

it to the laundry. Everyone was there, all the kids and
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all the staff.

' stood up on the steps at the double
doors and made you walk past everyone. Most of the boys
would shout at you, things like "damp down", "pissy
bastard" or whatever. That was, to my way of thinking,
to either punish you or deter you from doing it again.
It was alwayswho made you do that, but
other staff were present. Everyone who wet their bed
had to do it, no matter who was there.

'T was a bed wetter and after we were paraded in
front of the other boys. I wouldn't let them shout at
me. I made a point of going and seeing anyone who
shouted out at me. That got me into all manner of
fighting.

'Once someone changed my dry sheets for wet ones and
I got the blame and the abuse. Some boys couldn't take
it and they would break down and cry. I did it three or
four times and then I would pick my time before having
any fights with anyone who shouted abuse at me.

'"There wasn't really a great amount of bullying,

I was guite able and I was fighting all the time. If
anyone that was nasty or shouting at me then I would be
fighting with them.

'I could tell there was sexual abuse at St Mary's,

but it was well hidden. I could just tell albeit
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I couldn't say. The showers were in a row of about 25
to 30 of them, with no curtains, and only the one main
control. controlled it, he made himself out
to be a big toughie sergeant major type guy.

'You stripped off and left your clothes on the floor
and lined up in front of the showers. would
turn on the water and shout "socap on". Then he walked
down the line inspecting the boys washing. Then he
would turn off the water and inspect us again before
putting the water back on and shouting "soap off". Then
he walked down the line again checking all the boys.
There was definitely something gay going on, he was at
it. He was getting sexually aroused by all that.

'"There was also a nighttime rule that you had to
take your underwear off and put your pyjamas on.

I don't know what that was about, perhaps something to
do with the bedwetting. There just seemed to be so much
nakedness with so many young boys.

'I went to the toilet one night, lights were out and
it was dark. il was standing there like a big
mountain and said I had my underwear on. He told me to
get it off there and then. I had no previous sexual
experience and just took off my vest top. He told me to

get my underpants off as well. I remember, because

I was a wee toughie, and I told him that I was going to
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tell my dad that he had told me to take my clothes off,
and that my dad would come and sort him out. He
panicked and sent me to my dormitory. He was definitely
up to something, but bottled it. I wasn't sexually
abused in St Mary's, I stood up for myself and would
just go fighting.

'"There was [one] ... guy who was from up north.

I heard he was in there because he'd sexually [abused]
his sister and I suspected he was being sexually abused.
That's only my suspicions but he'd have been too scared
to say anything.

'If anything had happened to me I could probably
have gone to [glelSl but then he also once tried to spy
me in the showers.

'I caught him looking into the showers when I was
about to have a shower, but I wasn't actually in the
shower. I was a wee bit disappointed about him doing
that, but I pretended that I never saw him. was
in his mid 40s back then, he was average build with dark
hair and he wore glasses. He did look after me, and
I saw him as a good guy.

'I didn't report anything that happened to me or
anything that I saw happen while I was at St Mary's. No
other boys ever said anything to me about being abused.

'I would say that overall I thought 5t Mary's was
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a decent enough place and it suited my dad for me to be
there. I was being fed, educated and looked after.

'I always knew I was getting out when I was 15, that
was common knowledge really. [gels my joinery
instructor, got me a job ... but that ended up being too
far ... to travel.'

He says he doesn't actually remember leaving.
According to the records he left on _1970, when

he would have been 15.

LADY SMITH: Would have been 15, yes.

MR MACAULAY: Then he goes on to say:

'At first I went to live with my dad in Castlemilk,
but didn't do my joinery for long as it was too far to
travel. Then I got a job as an apprentice plumber in
Govanhill which I didn't stick and I ended up as
a scaffolder. I also used to go to the snooker hall
a lot with my pals. You could win yourself money doing
that, it wasn't a bad earner at times.'

He goes on to talk about that at paragraph 57, and
that a number of them went to London to get jobs. He
goes on to say:

'I don't remember much from around then but I know
I ended up in a detention centre down there as well.
That was for a car theft and I got about three months.

I wasn't really a thief, that was a set up by the
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He goes on to describe their achievements:

'I made sure my kids didn't go off the rails in any
way and my wife wouldn't have allowed it.'

He describes some aspects of the family home.

He has never tried to access his records.

Then at lessons to be learned, 69:

'It was a bit naughty me getting sent to that
approved school at Kenmure in the first place. The
school I was in was bursting at the seams so that should
never have been done.

'I have followed the Inquiry a wee bit on the news
and I'd say if you find anything needing fixed then you
should fix it. See that stuff about carrying the wet
bed sheets, surely that can't be happening anywhere
else.

'T did think that it might help the Inquiry if

name came up from anyone else you were

speaking to. That's the main reason I am speaking to
you today.

'I returned to St Mary's about 15 years ago, when
I was in the area and just drove up to see if it was
still there. The main building was still there and it
brought back memories. I think, on the whole, I feel
that I was a wee bit lucky to come through it all

unscathed. It wasn't good and there was just too much
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his life before he went into care and the majority of
that has already been covered when his statement has
been read in already, my Lady.

I will point out what he says at paragraph 10, he
says that he appeared before a Children's Panel of three
people when he was aged eight, and that Mr his
social worker, was there and that it was recommended
that he would be sent away, because he wasn't going to
school.

It was against that background that 'Michael' was
sent first of all to Cardross Park Assessment Centre.

Between paragraphs 13 and 56 of the statement,
'Michael' speaks about his experiences at Cardross Park.

Between paragraph 57 and paragraph 151 of the
statement, 'Michael' speaks about his time at
St Ninian's in Gartmore, when he was aged between 8 and
12

Between paragraphs 152 and 161 'Michael' speaks
about being back at home for a period of time when he
was aged 12.

From paragraph 162 to 207 he speaks about spending
time in Bellfield Remand Home in Dumbarton, when he was
aged 13.

From paragraph 208 onwards, he speaks about his time

at St Mary's in Bishopbriggs, and I will focus on that
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part of the statement.

The Inguiry has recovered records which suggest that
'Michael' was admitted to St Mary's in-1977, when he
was aged 14.

From paragraph 208:

'T was 13 or 14 years old when I was taken to
St Mary's Children's Home on Kenmure Avenue in
Bishopbriggs. Mr (NS drove me there. 1 was taken
to Mr 's office, when I arrived.

'T was shown around the place by another member of
staff, but I can't remember who. I was given their own
clothes, which were denims and a shirt. I got two sets.
Then I was shown to where my bed was. It was a long
dormitory with about 30 beds and quite high partitions
between the beds so there was some privacy. There was
a locker beside my bed and I put my things in my locker
as well as one set of the uniform and I put the other
on. I was then taken down to where the classes were and
[I] met the boys.

'"There were about 30 boys in St Mary's and we were

all in one dorm. The age range was 12 to 16.

el LNI was when I started. He was
an ex-boxer and was BAl for about a year,
then a man called Mr_. The ... other

staff member that I remember is Bill Franks, who was the
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pretending it was funny. He did this to me a few times.

'I saw him follow other boys into the fridge too and
I would hear other boys swearing at him too.

I definitely think he was a paedophile. Other than
that, he was all right. He would show you how to cook
and give you extra food in the kitchen.

'Once, while I was on home leave, I went to a Celtic
and Rangers football match at Parkhead Stadium with my
brothers. My brother jumped up when Celtic scored. The
police arrested and charged us both, even though I
hadn't done anything wrong. They were just arresting
everybody. You couldn't move in the cells for all the
football supporters. I ended up getting charged with
breach of the peace.

'I was taken back to St Mary's in a police traffic
car. It was on_ Day, so there were hundreds of
people at the home, standing around the statue in the
grounds to do mass. The police car couldn't get
through, so they had to put the siren on to get through
the crowd.

'"The police wanted to talk to
Mr who had to leave all the people and what he was
doing to speak to the police about me. They spoke in
the office in front of me and the police told him that

I had been charged with a breach of the peace. After
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they left, Mr gave me a kick-in for it. He was
punching me everywhere on my head and body. I was
covered in bruises and had black eyes. I didn't get
taken to hospital, I just had to lie in my bed for

a week until I got better. That was the only beating
I got in St Mary's.

'I ended up in court after that and all my other
charges caught up with me too. The court sent me to
Longriggend Remand Home for three weeks. This was when
I was about 14 years old. I went back to court after
the three weeks and there was a member of staff from
St Mary's there who spoke up for me. They told the
court that I was doing well at St Mary's and I should be
allowed to go back there, so the court agreed and I was
sent back.

'I was getting home three days a week from Friday to
Sunday [from St Mary's]. The other three nights, I was
working in the homeless shelter.

'I was spending less and less time at St Mary's and
it had got to the point where I was just going to
St Mary's Monday to Friday during the day for the
classes.'

The records recovered by the Inquiry don't give
a date on which 'Michael' was released from St Mary's,

but they do record him as having been removed from the
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: I-A-I-N.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Can I just check the statement
reference, then. Is it actually 72077

MR MACAULAY: 7208.

LADY SMITH: 720 --

MR MACAULAY: I am sorry, 7207, yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes, I think you said 0207, but it is actually
7207 and this is 'Iain'.

MR MACAULAY: It is 'Iain'.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Thank you, that's very helpful.

MR MACAULAY: At paragraph 5, he talks about the time he
spent at Larchgrove.

At 9, he says:

'T was taken from Larchgrove to court. I was
sentenced to 18 months' detention. Larchgrove decided
that I would go to St Mary's List D school at
Bishopbriggs. At this time I would have been about
14 years old.'

We don't have records in relation to admission and
discharge for this applicant, but if he was 14, then
that would place it at about 1976.

At 11 he says:

'Mr met us at the door. I was
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to find me when I had absconded.

'During the year I had absconded I never spoke to my
mum. I know that the police had been looking for me but
I don't think that the social work had been involved.

'[My brother] took me back to his house in Maryhill
and then ... [back] to St Mary's.

'When I was taken back to St Mary's, who
worked there, asked me who I was. When I told him, he
said that I held the record for the guickest stay and
the longest away ... When I returned there was no
police involvement. I was taken to the same dormitory
as before and given the same type of clothes.

'It was a mixture of care and remand boys. I would
say there was a higher population of boys on remand than
in care.'

In relation to staff, at paragraph 23 he says:

'"The staff at the school worked shifts. It would be
different people on duty day and night. There was more
staff on during the day and less at night. I would say
that the majority of them were generally okay. Mr
was of the home. I think that one of the
other staff, had a social work background. The
staff that I had most dealings with was Bill Franks and
O

He goes on to talk about routine at paragraph 26, he
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says:

'The quality of the food was good. It was probably
better than I was used to. If you didn't eat the meals
there were no punishments.'

Then at work:

'I was put in a daily work detail. This could be in
the kitchen with the joiner or with Mr ,

Lyt r was a sort of handyman farmer
type person, he stayed at the school in a bungalow up
the hill with his mother.

'You didn't get to choose what work detail that vou
were in. Looking back now it was like child labour.
You worked five days a week from about 9.15 am until
3.00 pm every day. You stopped between 12.00 and 1.00
for lunch. I was with Mr AN for about three months.
After that I was in the kitchen for about four months.
I also went to work in a farm. I think it was a friend
of Mr QS s who had the farm.'

Then under the heading 'Discipline':

'I don't think that there was a strict discipline
regime. You would get your privileges taken away. This
could be your cigarettes if you smoked. You might not
get to go to the TV room. The biggest thing to lose
would be your weekend leave, the staff knew how

important your home leave was to you.
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'TI never went to school at St Mary's. I was never

offered the opportunity go to school.'

Then at paragraph 39 he says:

'After about five months I was allowed to go home at

weekends. The reason it was five months was because

I had previously run away. If you were going home at

the weekend,

they would

give you [your] bus fare. You

left on a Friday and you had to be back by & pm on the

Sunday. This would be every weekend, unless someone

gave you a bad report.

All it took was for one of the

staff to put a report in against you. This would be

whether it was justified or not.'

Under the heading

'Birthdays and Christmas':

'My birthday wasn't celebrated in school. It was

just another day.'.

But:

'I was allowed home for Christmas.'

At 46:

'I know that visits were allowed at the school.

I was going home regularly so I didn't need any

visitors.'

Under the heading

'Abuse' at 49, he says:

'"The first work detail I was on was with

ST

LYT

He was referred to as "Mr “.

was a bully.

I don't know if was his
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right name. He was maybe aged about 50 ...'

LADY SMITH: It sounds like the person other people have

called 'IAgl v,

MR MACAULAY: It is the same person. They said that:

'He was ... aged about 50 at the time. You had to
do things his way or you got a slap. He was
the handyman and also handy with his hands.

'I remember one time we were building a fence.

I had to hold the wire while it was being tightened.

I told Mr I couldn't hold it as it was hurting my
fingers. He slapped me [twice] on the face and told me
that there was nothing wrong with my hands.

'Mr would slap you on the head most days if he
thought you were doing something wrong. He would also
kick you if he was standing beside you. A lot of the
times he would be shouting at you. When he was shouting
at me it made me feel scared.

'It was an everyday thing with Mr. He would
shout at all the boys and slap them as well. It wasn't
just me.

'"When it was my turn to work in the kitchen,

Bill Franks, the cook, was there. He wasn't very tall,
and was aged about 40. He had a goaty beard and long
black hair and looked like a person from an Italian

background.
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'There was never any violence but he was touching on
you constantly. On one occasion, me and him were alone
in the kitchen. I will never forget it, it was
a Wednesday. He took hold of my hand and put it on his
leg and then put it further up. He wouldn't let go of
my hand until it was on his penis. He then started
moving it up and down. Then it was over.

'After this happened I got a bad report put in
against me. I missed my home leave that weekend. I was
called into Mr s office and he told me my leave was
cancelled because of the report. He didn't say who had
put the report in. The following Monday I was back in
the kitchen. Mr Franks said to me, "See, that's what
I can do to you. I can stop your leave any time
I want". I took from this that he had put the bad
report in about me and if he wanted to, he could stop my
home leave.

'TI was on the kitchen work detail for about another
two weeks then I was moved. Nothing like what happened
that Wednesday happened again. He did still keep
touching me constantly. I done everything I could to
try and stay away from him. Although there was a party
of five boys working in the kitchen, he was very
"sleekit”". If there were three of you in the kitchen he

would send two of the boys away to do something else.

173



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

This meant I would be left alone with him. I know he
would have done things with the other boys ... [and] not
just me.

'TI have never spoken to the police or anyone else in
authority about what Mr Franks or Mr M did to me.

'T would moan to the staff about Mr and what he
was like. The staff would just =say that he was grumpy
and that was the way he was.

'"You weren't able to report what happened to you in
that era. If you were hit you just got on with it. The
attitude was that you must have done something wrong.

'I never had an opportunity for a one to one with
a staff member where I could discuss things.'

Going on to when he left St Mary's, he tells us that
his brother managed to get him a job as a binman in
Glasgow, and that from St Mary's he would be given his
bus fare and go to work and then back to the home. He
did this for about four or five months before he was
released:

'When I started working, I was given a packed lunch.
You had to go to the kitchen to get this. It was
normally lying on the table for you. If it wasn't there
it would mean that Bill Franks was on duty. I would
have to go in the kitchen where he was. The first

couple of times this happened I went into the kitchen

174






10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

impact on me other than I started drinking a lot. I did
start to get into a bit of trouble. When I was 19,
I was arrested for attempted murder:

'The attempted murder charge was eventually dropped
to assault. I was given a fine and probation. About
this time I met my wife and since then life has been
good. I settled down and have never been in trouble
since.

'I have never forgot what Bill Franks and
LYT did to me. I have, though, managed to put
it to the back of my mind. I think I have dealt with it
quite well.

'What happened to me with Mrand Mr Franks
definitely had an affect on me. I would say what
Bill Franks done to me made me homophobic when I was
younger. I'm not homophobic now. Before I wouldn't be
friends with people who were homosexual. Now I have
friends who are gay. I also get very angry if I see
someone hitting another person. I don't see the need to
hit kids. This is probably all to do with what happened
to me.

'When I was in St Mary's, no one listened to you.

I think that now people do listen. People have a voice
now. At St Mary's people made you do things and if you

didn't you got hit.
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(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on Friday,

other names in addition to the ones I have already
mentioned of people who are not to be identified as

referred to in our evidence outside this room.

Someone referred to as that might be
HaL , referred to as [N} or it might be
KDN , and somebody, GREEM -- I think it was

S - GG - -10 stecf at st uary's,

their identities are protected by my General Restriction

Order.

Tomorrow morning, the plan, Mr MacAulay?

MR MACAULAY: The plan tomorrow morning, it is Friday, of

course, we have three oral witnesses and we will see

when we can do with read-ins.

LADY SMITH: See what space we have for read-ins. Thank you

very much.

(4.01 pm)

2024)
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