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Were you around aged 9 at the time?

Correct.

Soon after that, you tell us that towards the beginning
of _, ir1- or - 1958, that your
mother told yourself and your brother something. Can
you just tell me what your mother told you at that time?
Yeah, she explained that, erm, 'cause my dad had died
and there was, you know, quite a big family in the
house, she didn't have enough money to feed us, so she
was going to send me and my brother to Marr Lodge,

I knew where Marr Lodge was, 'cause Stirling Castle
grounds was one of my play areas. I didn't know there
was a children's home there at that stage, but we ended
up in Marr Lodge Children's Home.

Was that when you were 2, and your brother was around &7
Correct.

Did you spend around two months or so?

About two months, yeah.

You provide some information about Marr Lodge in your

statement, 'Iain', Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Now, after a couple of months in Marr Lodge, you tell us

about something that happened in around- 1958. Can
you tell the Inquiry about that, 'Iain'?

Yeah, erm, the -- I can't remember the name of the
person in charge of Marr Lodge, but she had me and my
brother in the day before, I guess it was social
workers, and she said, erm, 'You're going to go on

a trip to Glasgow tomorrow'. That's all she said, she
didn't -- Lochvale wasn't mentioned, '¥You're just going
on a wee shopping trip with your brother', and that's
what happened.

Did two women come to Marr Lodge --

They did.

-- to take you to Glasgow?

Yes, they did, yeah.

After arriving in Glasgow, did it become apparent to you
that you were going on a train?

Yes, we did walk around some shops, big city, I had

never been there before, but eventually we ended up at
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LADY SMITH: Did you feel responsible for him?

A. Absolutely.

MS MACLEOD: You tell us in your statement about arriving at

the home in Dumfries,
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Did there come a time, 'Iain', when you found out that
you were going to be going home to live with your
mother?

That's correct, yeah.

How old were you when that happened?

14 and three quarters, thereabouts.

Did you have any understanding as to why that was

i)
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happening?
A. None at all.

Q. Were you simply told that you were going to live with --

A. Mr Ferguson told us the day before.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. I think yvou tell us that you were home with your mother
for around six weeks or so, is that right, or was it
longer than that?

A. It was about that, yeah.

Q. About that. And did something happen? Well, first of
all, what was it like being home, living with your
mother, after being away for so long?

A. Well, obviously I'd never seen her for five years and,
as I said in my statement, she had a big fat belly, and
back then, kids at my age didn't know -- well, certainly
I didn't, I was naive about it, I didn't realise she was
pregnant, that's the word I'm after. Erm, her husband
was a Polish chap, erm, he was a hard worker. I do
remember that.

LADY SMITH: Had you met him before?

A. I hadn't met him before, no.

LADY SMITH: How long had she been married to him by then?

A. Erm, I think they were only married about two years --

LADY SMITH: Okay.
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I did, yeah.
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0

Okay. I think you tell us that after that, you and the
other boy slept in a railway carriage at Dumfries
Station?
That's right, just for that night, yeah.
And you say that by the second night, you were getting
hungry?
Absolutely, yeah.
Now, can you tell me what happened next?
Yeah, there's a place that was -- in the evening,
there's a place in Dumfries beside the river, which is
called the Whitesands. I don't know why it's called
that, but it's been called that for years. And about
10 o'clock at night, we saw an ice cream van parked up.
So we could see, erm, the chocolate bars, stuff like
that. And we found a brick and tried to break into 1it.
To smash it. To get the food. It was hard plastic, so
that didn't work.

Erm, very similar to that, or coincidentally to
that, beside one of the bridges on the River Nith, we

saw this policeman, he blew his whistle and came flying
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Do you remember who was [l of Kibble?

I could draw a face of the guy right now. Erm, I think

it was a guy -- I'm sure it was a guy called .

He might have been ex-military, as well.

What was he like, the person what are your
memories of him?

You didn't actually see him too much, because, erm, he
-- I'm just guessing -- he was in his office doing all
the paperwork and stuff like that. Erm, he would show
up now and again, you know, nobody knew he was coming
because there was staff members around, there was
always, you know, if we were in the gymnasium part,
which is where we always used to be if we weren't
working, there was always at least one member of staff
in there with us. So there was always at least one
member of staff. But if something happened in the far
corner of the gym, if you were in one end, you know,
somebody was getting beaten up, they would just ignore
a5y o5

Did you have a particular member of staff, or members of
staff, allocated to you? By that I mean anyone who

seemed to be in charge of your care, or anything like

that?
Not really. I mean -- so the answer to that is no. But
because I was a footballer, one of the -- I think he was
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You mention that Kibble tried to get boys out to work,
if that was possible?
Yeah.
I think what you say is:

'T was one of the trusted ones who was allowed out
to work.'
Yeah, I'm guessing that, I mean, because Mr e
I'm sure that was his name -- he called me like
a trustee, you know, so I was allowed to go out and work
and earn money.
Okay. Were you able to go home sometimes while you were
in Kibble?
We were allowed once a month to go home on a Saturday,
back Sunday. So we would get the bus into Glasgow,
Buchanan Street, and get the bus through to Stirling.
It didnae happen every month for me, because it wasn't
always convenient for my family, or my mum.
If you didn't go home at weekends, what was the
offering, or what happened at Kibble during weekends?
Yeah, there was less staff on at the weekends, so it was
probably a bit more scary, really, because of that. But
there was sort of five-a-side football pitch near the
lottery area, so when I got the opportunity, I'd get
out there and stay out as long as I could.

You mention that there was a gang culture --

Sl
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involved, because some of them were in there for
attempted murder and waiting to go to court. So I guess
they might have been intimidated, if I look at it.

I mean, there were some six footers in there, you know,
big guys.

You mention in your statement, 'Iain', you say:

'T think I've blanked a lot of it out because I was
scared and I knew I was in a dangerous situation every
day I was there.'

That's how it felt, absolutely. You were walking on --
walking on, erm, wire, you know, a wire fence all the
time, or glass is a better description. It was like
walking on glass every day I was there.

You make the contrast yourself in the statement, 'Iain',
you say:

'T think I was ... in shock, because I had gone from

Secondary Institutions - to be published later to going to cne of the

worst approved schools in Scotland.'

Yeah, I went from Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later to throwing a brick

at an ice cream van, not actually getting anything, and
then getting one to three years for it. It didnae make
sense to me.

Indeed you say that, you say:

'I wasn't a bad boy so it was outrageous that I was
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And that you are now a self-employed carer?

Correct.

I would now like to move on to that part of your
statement where you tell the Inquiry about the impact
that you consider your time in care has had on your
life, '"Iain'. What you say here to begin with is you
say that you had a hidden secret?

Yeah.

Can you tell me about that?

Erm, well, Certainly you
know, Kibble definitely with me as well. I don't know

if it's even more so, because of the situation in there.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be

-- I think they kinda destroyed me in

many ways. I did quite well in the army, erm, but I had
issues.

You tell the Inquiry that you didn't want to tell people
about Kibble, or the circumstances of you being sent to
Kibble?

Yeah, I felt it was a huge blight on me, that I would be
sentenced to an approved school for throwing a brick at
an ice cream van. I didn't tell anybody, really.

Indeed you say that you desperately wanted to tell
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someone, but that in fact you didn't even tell your
wife?
No, I didn't, no.
You say you didn't want to be seen as a boy who went to
an approved school?
Correct.
One thing you say, you say:

'I think Kibble destroyed me in many ways.'
Yes, I did.
What are you thinking of when you make that statement?
I think psychologically, you understand what that might
mean. Seeing what I saw in there and constantly on
eggshells every minute, really. I think psychologically
that -- I think the army was probably a good choice for

me .

LADY SMITH: Why? Can you help me with that?

Al

Yeah, I think because of -- if I can go back to
Lochvale, children who left Lochvale at 15 either worked
on a farm or they went in to the forces for some reason.
I can't think of any other choice, and I thought that
was going to be my choice, until my mother intervened
when I was 14 and three guarters. I think I would
either have went to work on a farm or join the forces.

Erm, I was fit as a fiddle. The discipline had been

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

pretty rough,
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certainly in Kibble for the 15 months, so
I thought the army might be guite easy, strangely

enough.

LADY SMITH: You had been prepared for the discipline of the

army?

Yeah, I was well prepared.

LADY SMITH: It sounds as though that worked out for you as

an occupation, given the length of time you stayed in
the army.

Yeah, I mean, to be honest, Lady Smith, to me it was

a way out. When he said join the army, like I said,

I would have joined anything to get out of there. Erm,
but actually, you know, I couldn't believe by the time

I was 17 in the army in Germany, I was driving trucks.
You know, only because the MOD have an arrangement that
soldiers at 17 can drive trucks, so I was driving trucks
in Germany at 17. I couldn't believe it. So it was --

I felt great there.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady.

Could we now turn to the part, 'Iain', and the final
part of your statement, where you set out some lessons
which you think could potentially be learned, or should

be learned, going forward. One of the things you say
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outcome might have been different if you had been asked

about that and given an opportunity?

A. I do remember the small court happening, I do remember
that, and I was explaining to them that all I did was --
all we tried to do was get some food, 'cause we were
hungry, it wasn't because we wanted to smash an ice
cream van.

Q. I think you say that you think the attitude was wrong?
A. I think to send someone like me -- not that I'm special,
but Secondary Institutions - to be published later to a place

like that, yeah.

MS MACLEOD: 'Iain', that's all the gquestions I have for
you, but I want to give you the opportunity, is there
anything that you would like to add, or te say, to the
Inquiry before we complete your evidence?

A. I would just like to thank Lady Smith --

Just give me a sec.

Just for giving me the opportunity.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry, 'Iain'.

A.

That's all.

LADY SMITH: I do understand how emotional it can become,

thinking back to difficult times in your childhood. But
you have helped me, you have helped me so much to
understand, really, what it was like for you, and where

your life went from early childhood, you and your little
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brother, right up to the time that you fortunately got
in to the army. But I can see that you still carry the
scars of it with you.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: By coming here you have really helped with our
work, I am really grateful to you for doing that.

A. I appreciate that.

LADY SMITH: I wish you well, not just for the rest of
today, but for what happens next in your life, and
I hope you can put some of this down. Leave it with us,
try not to make it your burden anymore.

A. I am sure you will -- I am sure you will do something
about it. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: Thank you, do feel free to go.

A. Thank you wvery much.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Just before I rise for the lunch break, some
names of people whose identities are protected by my
General Restriction Order. A man referred to as

I think it's all the same person, his wife, and together

they are referred to B GIR-SPO at one point. And

there was a boy who was in care with the last witness,

whose name was provided, that was _, and he

is not to be identified as referred to in our evidence
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I was kind of picked on all the time. Erm, which seems
to be the story of my life at that time.

Erm, the humiliation was, erm, I do remember ——

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

-- erm, humiliation, it
was about being told what to do, rather than asked what
to do. And it was always being put down, always being
subjected to just mental kind of stress and torture.

I call it torture, because it basically was, do you know
what I mean? You didn't have your own mind, you didn't
have your own say in anything.

The games that they made us play were physical,
violent games. You know, so it was a case of when you
played these games, you knew you were going to get
beaten, that was the whole point of the games. And then
they took place in the gymnasium.

I will come back to that.

Yes.

Let's look at the beatings. Are these beatings that you
are talking about by members of staff?

Yeah, it was, yeah.

Can you just give us a little bit more information as to
what that would consist of. What would happen?

So you would be -- you would be singled out in the
gymnasium -- everything seemed to circle around this

gymnasium area. And you would be singled out. You'd be
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1 you name any member of staff that abused you, either

2 physically or sexually?

3 A. No.

4 Q. Do you have any recollection of any members of staff?
5 A, It's so difficult and, you know, the amount of times

6 that I have actually tried to visualise these people,

7 you know, it just becomes cloudy and confusing. And

8 I don't -- again, I'm not gonna just say a random name
9 for the sake of saying a random name.

10 Q. No. During your time at Kibble, did you speak to

11 anybody about the abuse that you were suffering?

12 A. Er, no.

13 Q. Do I take it from what you have been telling us,

14 '"Graham', that life at Kibble really consisted of you
15 being physically and sexually abused?

16 A. Erm, that's, yeah, that's my recollection of it, yeah.
17 There was nothing else going on.

18 Q. HNow, did you run away, abscond, from Kibble?

19 A, Erm, did I run away from Kibble? Yes, yeah, I did.
20 Q. Certainly there 1s a record that you absconded on

21 -1981 and really never went back?

22 A. Mm-hm.

23 Q. Is that what happened?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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2

3

4 Q. Okay. According to the records, you are recorded as

5 having departed in-1981, so you would be aged 167

6 A. Yeah.
7 Q. Now, you mention another establishment in passing there,

8 and again that's a place that we are not looking at

today, but we will be looking at. Secondary Institutions - to be published late
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13 Q. Can I say, and this may not fit in with your

14 recollection, that according to the records you may have
15 been there before you went to Kibble. Do you follow me?
16 A. I do, yeah, yeah.

17

10

I think you may have it the wrong way round, it doesn't
18 matter.

19 A. Maybe the wrong way round, yeah.

20 Q. It doesn't matter.

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Because when you left Kibble you were 16, and what you
23 did after that was you went to London?

24 A. Oh, right, okay, it's my mistake.

25 Q. At any rate, you went to London when you were 16, is
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St Mary's. hLdad , who was like a teacher/social

worker type person. He taught me to read and write by
throwing away the books and doing the crosswords in
newspapers. He was strict but fair and I liked him.

'The other person was also at St Mary's, his name
was and he was like a maintenance man. I can't
remember his surname, he was a nice man too. He taught
you practical things like repairing sockets and changing
light bulbs, making curtain rails, that sort of thing.
There was only one boy I remember ... who sat his exams
while I was in care.

'Similar to St Ninian's, I was at St Mary's on my
birthday but don't remember anything ever being made off
it and I was always home over Christmas.'.

In relation to visits and inspections:

'It was the same as St Ninian's, you knew when there
were inspections because you had to tidy up when they
were coming, but the inspectors never spoke to you.

'T had a female social worker when I was there, she
was a nice woman, I can't remember her name. On the
days that she was at St Mary's she dropped me off at the
dual carriageway near my house at the end of the day.

I didn't feel I could discuss anything with her. Staff
were staff.

'There was one dodgy member of staff at St Mary's,
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there for approximately ten years.

LADY SMITH: Ten years.

MR MACAULAY: Which is quite a long time.
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He talks about leaving that establishment at
paragraph 21. He says he was 10 years old, and that
would make it more likely to be 1973 than 1972, but just
to read what he says:

'It was 1972 and I was 10 years old when I left.

One day we were just were told that we were going home
and I remember thinking "Home where?" We were taken to
a place ... in Johnstone. It was a four-block
old-fashioned tenement building. It was an unfurnished
council house. When I say unfurnished, I mean
unfurnished. We had some very basic chairs. No carpets
or fitted cupboards. We had a piece of lino on the
living room floor. It was my mother's house and that
was our home for the next seven years. Nobody had given
us any warning that we would be returning to our

mother's house. I think it probably was a voluntary
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I think they thought that St Ninian's had settled me
down a bit, so maybe St Mary's would do the same.'

From the records it appears he was admitted to
St Mary's on _197‘8, so he would be aged 15:

'I got dropped outside St Mary's by my mother and
her friend. Once again she just dumped me outside and
didn't come in with me. I was met by .
I can't remember his name, but he was a big brute of
a man. He was an Irish ex-boxer and his nose was
completely flattened. He was massive.

' shook my hand and took me inside.

It was like deja vu. I was taken upstairs and shown the
dorm and told go to go back downstairs.'

He tells us about meeting another boy, and at 87 he
confirms St Mary's was run by civilian staff:

'I did not come into contact with any priests.'

He goes on to talk about the routine, and then at
paragraph 90:

'TI didn't spend much time at school as I was sent to
work in the kitchens. They decided that I had had
enough schooling. I did not take any Highers, exams, or
anything like that. I did not get any qualifications.

'We were not allowed out of the school grounds
except on a Friday, when we were allowed to visit our

respective families. I remember on one occasion getting
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physically pick up soiled teenagers' underpants. They
didn't give you gloves or tongs or anything. I worked
at the laundry for three to four months before returning
to the kitchens.

'There was also a big guy Called He was
civilian staff, but I don't know what his job title was
... He was a big brute of a man. I remember we were at
the communal showers one day. There was just this young
boy ... who had old-fashioned round National Health
glasses and bright strawberry blond hair. His face was
always flushed red. I will never forget the wee boy.

He said something cheeky to Sl o rabbed him out
of the shower. When [the boy] came back his eye was
bursting out. It looked like his guts were hanging out
of his eyes. His glasses were just mangled. His hair
was all ripped up. He got such a severe beating for
nothing.

'He was never taken to hospital. I think if he had
been taken to hospital, questions would have been asked
about what had happened to him. There might have been
a nurse within St Mary's. I don't know whether he got
treated by her. 1If it happened nowadays he would
definitely have been taken to hospital. His eye was in
some mess. When I saw him again he had his eye covered.

Whether that was by a nurse or byhimself, I don't
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know. When the bandage came off there was some mess to
his eye. He would have been scarred for life. I was
never asked about the incident by the staff or
or anyone.'

At 103, he says:

'"We would be threatened with never seeing our
families again. In my case that was a good thing. They
would threaten us with never seeing our families as
a general policy, really. It was mind games to try to
get us to behave. If you had a Children's Panel hearing
coming up you would be threatened with a bad report.

'"When I went back to work in the kitchens, there was
a man called Bill Franks who worked there. He was
a civilian cook. I remember he said he was quite
claustrophobic. He was in charge, he started getting
overfamiliar with me. He started brushing against me
unnecessarily. I was in the fridge one day. It was
a walk-in fridge. Bill Franks touched my backside.

I ignored it and didn't say anything. The next day

I was in the fridge and he followed me in. There was no
reason for him to be in the fridge. He closed the door,
I said, "If you touch me in this fucking fridge, sure as
God, I will be jailed tonight for murder. I am going to
go into that kitchen, get the biggest knife, and I am

going to cut your fucking throat". Those were the exact
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that I was fine and enjoying the course. I thanked her
for all her help. She was the only person I had come
across during my time in care that had any sympathy.

I really appreciated what she did for me. I have been
cheffing ever since. That was how I got into the
catering industry.'

Talking about reporting of abuse, he says he never
reported Bill Franks and the sexual abuse to the police
or anybody else. He mentions again his social worker,
and another civilian who was 'great':

'There were good people as well as bad at St Mary's.
Some of them took an interest in your welfare and made
sure that if you behaved yourself you would be rewarded.
By rewarded I mean you would get out, go back to see
your families. In hindsight, I could probably have told
the social worker about what was going on and she would
have believed me. I just wish that I did.

'Whether the staff saw what happened and turned
a blind eye, I don't know. They couldn't have missed
the young boy's eye. His eye was in such a mess someone

BUEE ust have seen it. Whether the staff

other than
told the boy not to tell anyone what had happened or put
the fear the God inte him, I don't know. Maybe they

told him to say that he fell or something like that.

I couldn't say for sure what happened, but they couldn't
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