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married again to your father?

Yes.

That you have, I think you tell us, a sister and two
brothers, is that correct?

Yes.

Your sister was older than you?

Aye.

But the brothers a bit younger?

Yes.

You also say at paragraph 3 that you realise that your
father was away from home; do you know where he was?
Sometimes in the prison.

Yes. Did that mear your mother had to bear the brunt of
caring for the children?

Yes.

The other thing you tell us early on, 'Lydia', is that
you were travellers?

Yes.

Can you just explain that to me, and how life was as

a traveller?

It was very strict. My father wouldn't let us out to
play or anything. 2And I remember it must have been the
school, the school, I think it was, 1t got

a psychologist in to talk to me and then it was

a cruelty man, a Mr Black, he came to my mum and dad's
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house, and the man was asking my father why he doesn't
let us out to play or that and my dad didn't let us out
to play because it was to try to protect, ken, fae what
was going on in Aberdeen.

You talked about Aberdeen there, did you stay all your
time in Aberdeen?

No.

No.

We were travelling, we call it trailers, but caravans,
we went travelling about in that, they were trailers,
or, sorry, caravans.

I think what you tell us in your statement is that you
were aged about 4 or 5 when you first were taken into
care?

Yes.

Was that to Nazareth House in Aberdeen?

Yes, Colin.

You were very young at that time?

Aye, my ma had fell out the window, that's what
happened, Colin, she fell out the window, and I just
mind me and my sister being in the living room, she
cleaned the inside of the windows, it was the top floor,
and then, er, I just mind seeing police and ambulance at
the bottom of the stairs, but I cannae remember if that

was what took us into the care system.
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What you are tellirng me, and I think you talk about this
in your statement, is that your mother suffered injuries
because of the fall?

Aye.

Did she then have to go into hospital?

Yes. Colin, sorry, but, erm, just last week I sent away
for my mother's papers, because that will be able to
clarify the date when I know I was definitely, and that
was when I was getting put in hot and cold water, me my
sister was in Nazareth House, I can only remember the
once being in there, but my sister and my mother told me
it was twice --

You certainly talk about once in your statement, but if
there is any other information you would like to pass on
to us, feel free to do so down the line.

When I did my statement, I says the once, because it was
only the once I remember.

Yes, absolutely.

But I went home, my sister told me no, it was twice we
was in.

You must bear in mind, 'Lydia', that you were very young
when you went into Nazareth House, you may have been
aged about 4 or 57

4 or 5, that's right, aye.

That would mean that was around 1965 or possibly 19667

83



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

28

I've just sent away for papers. I got a doctor to come
to my mother's house in order to countersign it, in
order to get the dates. So probably there's a letter,
'cause I've been down here for four days, so there's
probably a letter in the house.
As I have said to you, if there are dates that you have
discovered and you want to let us know, please do so.
I think it could be 1964 or 1965.
Okay, thank you.

You tell us a little bit about Nazareth House,
I don't think you were there very long?
I don't know how long I was there.
What you do tell us at paragraph 11 is you don't
remember anybody coming to visit you?
No, I just remember the Sister, she was like strawberry
blonde hair and glasses, her coming and getting me and
my sister and, erm, we was took into her office and my
dad was standing with his back to the three of us, and
I was happy to see my dad, but I remember it must have
been them that bought my sister and me, one got a blue
dress and one had z yellow dress, so it was
Nazareth House that had bought the dresses for us.
Right.
And me da came in an estate car and took us awa', so me

ma must have been in the hospital then.
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Yes.

And then another time, I know that it was a council
lady, a Mrs Queen, she came to the house and my da was
lying sleeping and she told us that she was taking us to
a picnic. It wasn't a picnic, 1t was Nazareth House
bit.

Yes. So you were misled, then, it wasn't true what she
had said to you?

Sorry?

It wasn't true, you weren't going on a picnic, you were
being taken back irto care?

No, no, erm, took into care.

What you tell us ir your statement is that when you left
Nazareth House, the time we have been talking about, you
went to stay with your grandmother for a while?

No.

No? Where did you go then when you left?

Me da had took us Lome.

Okay. Did you ther go to school?

I cannae mind. I cannae remember that.

Do you remember getting bullied at school?

Aye.

Can you tell me about that?

Puts age, Colin, I was getting bullied at Smithfield

School. Erm, (Inaudible) what age I was. I was getting
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bullied at Smithfield School, and Hilton School, and
that.

As you already told us, you were from the travelling
community and your father, in particular, was
overprotective of you?

Mm-hm.

Is that right?

Aye, I was terrified of my father, Colin.

He wouldn't let you out to play, for example?

Ayve, he wouldn't let us out to play or that.

Do you remember then this other social worker coming and
asking questions?

A Mr Black, it was, that came to --

What was he interested in, what did he want to know?

He was wanting to know why I was carrying on at school,
doing wrong in the school and that. And him and me da
spoke and then he told my father that -- there was

a club across from the school -- there was a school,
middle school, _, and he
says to my father that me and my sister should be
getting to go to the club once or twice a week to
interact with other people.

Yes.

And my father was saying no at first and that, but it

ended up we got to go to the club and that.
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You did go to the club?

Yes, we ended up getting to go because of Mr Black
coming to the house, and I think it was the school that
got him to come to the house. 'Cause I must have been
saying to the psychologist in the school about not
getting out to play and whatever.

Did you also then have another social worker that you
were involved with for quite a period of time?

It's only one social worker I can remember having, it
was Mary McDonald.

Yes.

She was a nun.

You think she was & nun, was she?

Yas.

Did she wear the nun's habit?

No, no.

No.

What you tell us then is that you thought you were
about 11 when you went back into care, and you were put
into a home for girls in Aberdeen?

Erm, I think it was St Margaret's or St Clair's,

I think, I cannae mind the name.

Did you think you were about 11 at that time? Maybe
older?

Maybe a bit older. I cannae mind, sorry.
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Okay.

You tell us a little bit about St Clair's, and it
was after you had been there that you were put into
Brimmond Assessment Centre, do you remember that?
Uh-huh.

Thank you. We have records for that, and I think you
may have seen the records yourself --

I cannae mind.

-- that you went to Brimmond on _19?5, S0 you
would be aged about 13, does that fit in with your own
recollection?

Probably.

Who- Brimmond when you were there?

A Mr and Mrs .

Can you tell me a little bit about your time in
Brimmond, then?

I had been running away, Colin, from the house, er, so
my father had took -- my mother and my father took me to
the Social Work Department, and I just remember sitting
in the front -- a room at the front, and me dad had went
in and spoke to her, and my da had says to the social
worker, 'My daughter's going to end up getting murdered
or raped wi' her running away', he says, 'And it will be
on your hands', he says, ''Cause I've come up here'.

Well, that day, I just remember my ma and me da walking
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down from the betty at the window, ken, and I was upset,
I cannae actually mind going in to Brimmond that day.
Okay.

But I mind my ma, she was greetin, I was greetin, ken,
but they didnae come into the room to say, 'You're going
awa' or anything

But that's when you went into Brimmond?

Aye.

I think when you were there, you were in a dormitory
with other girls; is that right?

Yes.

Have you any idea how many children were at Brimmond at
that time?

No, I ken I was -- sorry for speaking like this, Colin,
but it was prostitutes, there was girls in there that
were prostituting, from there, from -- _,

I cannae mind her last name.

So there were older girls in there?

There was older girls in there as well.

When you were at Brimmond, were you going to school or
getting any lessons?

No. There was -- downstairs, there was -- I think there
was two rooms, and I never, ever, got tooken in to get
educated or anythirng in Brimmond, no.

Did your social worker come to wvisit you at Brimmond?
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Nae that I can remember, nae in Brimmond.

What about your mother?

My mum used to come up, I think it was a Sunday, she
used to come up every time. And I ken me da came, I had
smashed one of the windows in Brimmond, and, well, my da
ended up -- he come up to see me, and I refused the
visit, I didnae go to the visit, because I said, 'My da
will end up killing me for doing that', ken, I used to
say, 'My da will end up killing me'. Me dad used to
assault me, Colin, when I did wrong and that, he did,
but I never, ever told the truth when I was younger,
ken, I never stuck my da, I'll say, I never told
anybody.

Okay. You tell us a little bit about things that
happened at Brimmond. This is from paragraph 31
onwards. One thing you say is Mrs NN vou1a take
the boys out and have them massage her feet.

Uh-huh.

Did you see that happening?

No, I never seen it happening, no.

How did you find out about that?

'Cause the boys would say ken, when we was doon in the
dining hall and that, 'cause the boys and the girls were
in the dining halls together and the boys would say ken,

'Am I getting to do the massaging?' I didn't see
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Q.

nothing wrong with that, Colin.

You also had dealings with a staff member by the name of
Aye.

Can you tell me about that?

I had smashed a window, so I don't know if I'd done it
the first time or the second time, I'd smashed a window,
andhad come into the -- where are the girls was
and that, and he took me through to the corridor, it
would be that door's locked, 'cause the boys is in that
end, and I was in the corridor, I had to sleep in the
corridor, and the girls' door -- so the boys' door and
the girls' door was locked and that was the staff's
flat. used to sleep in the flat, and, er,

I cannae mind the man's name, but she used to take

a male member of staff in there, ken, and they would get
up to things and I'm lying in the corridor and I would
hear them and that, ken, and -- I don't ken how it
happened, but endad up assaulting me in the
corridor, without anybody seeing.

What did she do to you?

She was pulling me hair and I ended up grabbing her by
the hair, Colin, I did, I grabbed her by the hair and

I was made to sleep in the corridor for smashing the

window and then -- and I may say nothing bad about
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vrs N =~ - CEN =s - o ne she vas
a lady and he was a gentleman, the , and,

well, the last time I had to scrub the stairs, I didnae
scrub the stairs, Colin, they gave you a toothbrush.

Now, who gave you the toothbrush?

G

L

And Mrs had given me one as well, she'd

given me -- and, well, I was pretending, it was during
the night, it was never during the day, it was during
the night, and you'd get the cloth and the toothbrush to
scrub the stairs wi'. The staff didnae stay in the
stairs during the night wi' you, ken, they would go
away, and, well, I used to pretend I was scrubbing the
stairs, ken, but I didn't, I used to wipe it, and just
move doon, sit for a while, ken, and then wipe it.

I didnae scrub it with the toothbrush.

Was this then some sort of punishment?

Aye, aye.

Why were you sleeping in the corridor?

It must have been because of the, ken, carrying on and
(Inaudible) where the girls was, so I was made to sleep
in the corridor.

How long --

The two doors, that was the boys' door, just say here
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I'm sleeping, and that was the girls' door, so the girls
couldnae get to me, the boys couldnae get to me, it
would only be the staff member [} it was her that
was always in the flat, staying in the flat.

Yes, how long did you spend sleeping in the corridor?
During the night.

Every night?

No, no, no, no, it happened -- say about four times it
happened.

Okay. You say that this lady,, picked on you, is
that how it felt?

Aye, but she was a young lassie, er, she was
young, so --

Was she a member of staff, though?

Aye, she was a member of staff. So I think wi' me
smashing the window and everything, and she'd be wanting
to be in the flat, ken, with the boyfriend, and then,
well, with me smashing windows, well, that's caused
carry ons for them and of course it was an ilnconvenience
for them, if I was doling wrong.

I think you tell us at paragraph 33 that when you were
in Brimmond, clearly because of your age, you hadn't
started your periods?

Uh-huh.

Did something happen, though?

93



10

11

12

§ 3

14

15

16

iy

18

13

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. ECHN - it vas that made me put a Tampax inside

me, Colin, but I never had my periods or anything.

No.

And I ended up tooken the pads and the Tampaxes out the
bathroom and I stupidly threw them out a window, but

I didnae realise, so it must have been when I've nae
long went into the place, I didnae realise that where

I had throwed them out, it was the yard, it was the yard
where the boys played football, and they asked me to go

'em, I says, 'No, I'm nae doing that in

out and get
front of the boys, I'm nae going out to get them', they
knew it was me, obviously, that done it and I said, 'No,
I'm nae going out to get the Tampax or nothing in front
of the boys, I'm nae doing it', but I didnae realise
that they played football in the yard.

Did you have to sit with the tampon inside you at some
points?

Aye.

Can yvou help me with that?

G tcld me to put the Tampax inside me, and I did put
the Tampax inside me. And, erm, to tell you the truth,
Colin, it's only twice in my life that I've actually --
wi' [EGH oetting me to do that, and I was in agony, and
I was in agony, uncomfortable and everything.

And the second time that I had used a Tampax, yous
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can check with the doctors and that, when I used the
Tampax, I'd forgot I had the Tampax in me, and the
doctor told me I could have toxic poison I think it's
called, toxic poison, because it was left inside me and
I had forgot it had been inside me.
Was that later on, though?
Aye.
You also tell us --
The doctor had to take it out, Colin.
Okay, but was that after you left Brimmond?
Yes.
You tell us that they had a cell, what you described as
a cell in Brimmond?
Uh-huh, that was ir the corridor where the boys was,
when you went up the stairs, it was an L-shape, the boys
were in the long corridor, their rooms was all in a long
corridor, and there was a cell, with like plastic --
a plastic window, and I was in the cell as well, Colin,
I had dyed my hair when I was in Tynepark and I says,
'I'd better nae go hame to my ma and da's, my da will
kill me for doing it', 'cause my dad would see it as
prostitutes, ken, dyeing their hair, to do my nails, or
anything and I had, erm --

Sorry, Colin, I'm ...

It's okay, don't worry, I will try and keep you on the
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straight and narrow if I can.

Well, that's what happened, Colin. Because I had went
to a friend's house, I went to my grandmother's house
first, and my grandma says to me, 'You can't stay here',
'cause it will cause trouble with me da, and it would
have, because that was my mum's side.

Well, they would have let me out to play and
everything, so I erded up going to a - I cannae mind
her last name, a - she was in St Euphrasia's, [}
and I had went to her house, and this -- I phoned the
social worker Mary McDonald to tell her that I couldnae
go hame to me ma ard da's because of me dyeing my hair.
Well, she came and collected me and took me right to
Brimmond, and that's how I got put in the cell in the
first time.

You talk about that later in your statement, and I will
come to that, but then on this occasion when you were in
Brimmond when you may be 11 or so, were you ever put in
the ©cell?

Aye.

For what reasons would you be put in the cell?

Because instead of me going home to my mum and dad's,
instead of me going to their house, and I tried to --
well, my da seen it as me being wild, going to my

grandmother's house and then going to a friend's hoose,
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Mary McDonald came and got me, and I never seen me ma
and da, and she took me right to Brimmond and I was put
in the cell.

Is that the only time then you were in the cell?

No, I was in it three times.

All together. Can you describe the cell to us, 'Lydia'?
It was just like a police cell, Colin, it was freezing
cold in the cell, and to me it was -- I cannae remember
if her name was it was --
she was coming in and giving me tea and whatever, and
she used to come in and speak to me, ken, and say to me,
'Is your (indistinct) on?' And, 'Just try and be good
and everything', she was a good woman.

Can you tell me how long you spent in the cell on these
occasions?

A few nights.

A few nights?

A few nights.

Was there a bed there?

It was like a -- kinda like a slab.

Okay. What about a toilet, if you needed the toilet?

I cannae mind, Colin, (Inaudible) toilets.

That's fine.

I cannae mind.

You tell us then at paragraph 39 onwards about when you
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came to leave Brimmond. You thought you were there for
about three months, and, according to the records, you
left in [Jij 1975, when you were aged 13. Does that
fit in with your own thinking?
I can't remember.
When you came to leave Brimmond on this occasion, was it
Mary McDonald who came to take you away?
Erm, Mary McDonald came and got me, and it was to go
down to St Euphrasia's for the day. So we travelled
from Aberdeen.

Erm, no, we went to Forfar first, she stopped at
Forfar, 'cause she drove, we stopped at Forfar for
a Chinese and Mary McDonald, she ordered me a plate of
bean sprouts.
Right.
And whatever meal -- it was a meal she had, I got
a plate of bean sprouts, and I mind sitting eating it
and going, 'I cannae eat this, ken, I cannae eat it',
she thought I was just being awkward, but it was just
a big plate with bean sprouts.

She took me down to -- fae Forfar, we went to
St Euphrasia's, and there was other girls from Aberdeen,
_and that, she was in there at the time, a
B | connee nind her last name, B there was

other girls in there. But when you went in, it was just
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to get a look around, ken, for a few hours, ken, and the
Aberdeen girls, they would be -- it would be them that
was showing me round the place, and --
Did your social worker tell you, then, that this is
where you were going to be?
Uh-huh.
You were told that?
Yes, that's how she took me down, to let me see the
place.
That's, I think, in about |Jjjjjij 1975, when you were
aged 137
I cannae mind the age.
No.

Can you tell us a little bit about St Euphrasia's,
it was run by the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. Do you

remember any of the names of the Sisters, for example

who was ENZN vhe» vou were there?

lady, and she was a nice lady.

And Sister , she was the -- the house we

stayed in, I cannae mind how many girls was in it, but,

erm, she was in charge of us, Sister [ .  She
was an older lady, erm, Sister and I think

she had too much to do.

Why do you say that?
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Because -- I think she was an older lady, and she was
always kind of exhausted, and kind of having to =-- she
had too much to do. To me, she had too much to do.

Were there other nuns there as well, apart from the two
you have mentioned?

No, no, I was -- I think her name was

a woman, ken, she would be teaching you how to crochet
and that in there.

You tell us a little bit about the routine, and I will
pick up one or two points. For example, I think you say
that there were dormitories but they had wooden
partitions, is that right?

That's right, aye.

How many girls would there be to a room?

Sidk.

I think it was all girls who were at St Euphrasia's?
Aye, it was all girls.

The age range, can you help me with that? Have you any
recollection?

I cannae remember how old I was.

You were 13, I think, according to the records.

So it would be girls, probably, there was younger girls,
I know there was younger girls, because there was
sisters in there, and an older sister and a younger girl

than me, -, I think her name was, I think they were
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Italian, the two of them.

You tell us, again looking at the routine, that you
would be woken up early in the morning, particularly as
a punishment for running away, and you had to go to mass
at 6 o'clock in the morning?

Everybody had to do that. I told a lie, Colin, 'cause

I used to get to phone home on a Wednesday and a Sunday,
two days of the week I used to get to phone my ma, and,
sorry, what did you just ask me there?

Just on that then, you were allowed to phone your mother
during the week when you were there. O0f course, you
were in Bishopton, which is near Glasgow, and was your
mother still in Aberdeen?

Uh-huh.

So a long way away’?

Mm-hm.

One thing you say in the statement is that you were
always fainting when you were kneeling to pray?

Aye, that was when I was at church, aye, in church.
What happened when you fainted?

I ended up being -- a lot of the girls got to smoke,
Colin, they were allowed to smoke, and they would get
breakfast, they would get breakfast, and so I would say
it was jealousy on my behalf, that they were getting

toast and tea in the morning and they got to smoke and
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that, and I ended up saying to my mother, talking our

language, saying to my mother, ken, to phone

St Euphrasia's, to tell a lie, that I wasn't a Catholic.
I am a Catholic, but I got my mother to phone,

without my father knowing, to say that I wasn't

a Catholic, in order for me to not to go to the church

and that.

Did that make a difference, did you still have to go to

church, or did your mother do the phone call?

No, my mother made the phone call to them, but the nuns

knew that I was telling lies, that it was me.

Sister used to stand, it was like a phone

box, a wooden box it was, and I used to go in there to

phone, well, she couldn't understand what I was saying

on the phone, so she was always biling with me, kind of

annoyed with me, because she couldn't understand what

I was saying, and they knew that I was telling lies,

anyway, because they ken wi' my da that we was Catholics

and that.

Did you have to do work when you were there?

Everybody had to do work, Colin, everybody.

Can you tell me a little bit about that, what types of

work you had to do?

We had to clean the whole place. Whatever unit -- if

this was our unit, we had to -- one person would have to
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do the living room for a week, they would have to clean
the living room for a week, the other person would have
to clean the bathrooms, the other person would have to
clean the corridors. Everybody was allocated a job, and
then the week after, ken, it would change, ken everybody
got moved around to do it.

What about schoolirg, then?

And Colin, it's to make this clear to you, years ago we
had to use buffers.

Yes.

And it was blocks, kind of heavy blocks, my hands used
to, there, I used to hae blisters on 'em, ken, when I

was -- 'cause it was like, heavy, how can I --

LADY SMITH: 'Lydia', I heard evidence about these bumpers,

A.

as some people called them, in earlier case studies and
we have some photographs of them, actually, we put one
of the photographs in one of the case study
publications.

Avye, no --

LADY SMITH: They are big, very big, for children.

A.

For children to use it, it was to polish the floors.
They would get us to -- I think it was wax, I cannae
remember, put the wax all around the floors, definitely
in the corridors, and then I think it was, just cloths,

ken, they would let us slide up and down, well, I liked
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that, getting to slide up and down, to polish them, but
I didnae like when we had to use the buffers, 'cause the
buffers was that -- they would pull you about, they were
heavy, the buffers.

Schooling then, I was going to ask you about schooling,
were you --—

Schooling in St Euphrasia's.

Were you getting some schooling when you were there?
Uh-huh.

And who were the teachers?

I cannae -- I remember a priest being in the school,

a young -- maybe I'm remembering the priest because of
me running away, Colin, wi' other girls, I had to, me
and a_fae Paisley, me and her, we had no
underwear on, we'd plimsolls yous would call it, so we
had our gym shoes on and just thin nightdresses, and
because of this, the priest being the teacher, well,

I had phoned home and told my mother, and my mother told
my father, so he'd phoned St Euphrasia's and says to
Sister 'My daughter's not going to a school
[aye, and the school was in there] with the teacher
being a man'. So I ended up getting my clothes. I got
my clothes but at the time they had been putting us to
school with nightdresses on in order for us to not run

away.
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and just gym shoes would have been so we didn't run
away, ken, with just a nightdress on. I never thought
it at the time, but years later, I thought, ken, that's
probably how they done it. But my da went off his head
with them, ken, sorry, he went off his head because --
well, a priest being there, ken, a man being there, and
me having to wear a nightdress.

You do tell us a little bit about some leisure time that
you had. One of the things you would do at the weekend,
you say, was to go for a walk across the Erskine Bridge?
Aye, I was terrified, I used to refuse.
Sister used to pull up in the wvan and other
girls had to get out the van, and I just used to sit in
the van and say, 'No, I'm nae doing it, I'm nae getting
out', I was terrified to walk over the bridge, I says,
'I'm nae doing it'.

So you didn't do it?

No, I didn't do it, I wouldnae do it.

Were birthdays celebrated when you were there?

I can only remember the girl, _, there was two

sisters, and it was something to do with their mother,

I remember she got a birthday cake, the girl,-
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_her name is, she got a birthday cake. It's

only her I remember getting a birthday cake.

Were you there over Christmas, did you spend Christmas
there?

I can mind trees, decorations being up and that, Colin,
but I cannae mind if I was actually there to celebrate
Christmas.

You have told me about your running away, and did you
run away gquite a lot?

I think I did, Colin, aye.

Other girls, did other girls run away as well?

Aye, it was other girls that stayed in Renfrewshire and
Paisley and, ken, round about that area.

Of course, your family were up north in Aberdeen, so
where did you go when you ran away?

I went wi' the girls.

Yes. Were you usually caught by the police and taken
back?

I remember one of the train stations, I was wanting to
go to Aberdeen, and I had says -- I says to the girls,
ken, 'We'll go to Aberdeen', when we was in whatever
station it was, Central or the other one in Glasgow, and
I just remember police running everywhere, and us, they
were all tooken into a room and I just remember the

police shouting, 'Where's the Aberdeen girl? Where's
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the Aberdeen girl?' Well, one of the girls must've
says, ken, 'That's her, ken, out in the station', and
I got tooken into the station and that, I remember that.

And then I remember I ran away another time, and we
must've been in fields, and the police, they had torches
out and everything, well, they'd caught the other girls,
and I was still in the field, and the police were
shouting to me, ker, 'If you dinnae come, ken, you'll
get left here on your own'.

Well, I ended up -- I thought right enough, ken,
I'll be terrified, so I ended up going to the police,
aye, in the field.

Why were you running away?

Because I didn't like the place.

Did you say anythirng to the police about why you were
running away?

I da ken. I cannae mind.

When you went back then, to St Euphrasia's, you have
told me about the nightdresses, having to wear

a nightdress, did anything else happen to you?

What, in St Euphrasia's?

Yes.

I was getting bullied in there as well, Colin.

Was that by other girls?

Aye, other girls. 'Cause what would happen is the
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staff, which they did do, rather than them saying
anything, because I used to clype all the time to my ma
and my da, I used to clype to them all the time, so in
order to pay me back, I'll say, they would get other
girls to bully me, and they had favourites in there,
ken, girls that was there for long times, ken, and the
girls would do what was asked of them.

I used -- when I went home, in home leaves, Colin,
my mother used to buy me every colour of wool, ken, for
crocheting, because they learned me how to crochet and
that, well, the girls that didnae hae nothing, ken, when
I went back, I used to gi' girls, erm, wool and that.

Well, I was getting into trouble for doing that.
They said I was buying friends, that's what they says to
me, I was buying friends when I was sharing with the
girls, ken, them thkat had nothing, or them that didnae
hae parents, ken, to go home to or that, I used to gi'
them big balls of wool and that.

The bullying you have been telling me about, was that
then by older girls?

I da ken if they were older, Colin.

You have already mentioned the fact that you were
allowed to phone home?

Wednesday and a Surnday I got to phone.

What you say in your statement at paragraph 58, I will
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just read this:

'On a Sunday I was allowed to use the phone because
I was running away.'

Then you say:

'I should never have been ripped away from my family
in Aberdeen and sert all the way to Bishopton.'.

Is that how you feel about it?

Uh-huh.
You were taken away from your family and sent far away?
Uh-huh.

I mind Mary McDonald saying to me that it was --
it's just ... the other girls, ken, they are far away as
well, and I used to argue wi' her and say to her, 'No,
they stay local, ard they can go hame at short notices
or anything', ken, it was me that was the furthest. But
there was other girls from Aberdeen there as well.

What you go on to tell us is that during the time you
were there, you may have got home four times during that
whole time?

Sorry, I got what?

You say in your statement that during the whole time
that you were at St Euphrasia's, you may have got home
four times on leave?

I cannae mind --

You can't remember, okay.
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-- how many times I get home.
One thing you do say is that your mother couldn't afford
to visit you?
No, that's right. I remember my mother being down there
once, Colin, and I don't know ... to me I think it
was —-- they know -- the Sisters all knew the way my
father was. And I remember my mother being there once,
and when I went out the room, my ma was greetin' and
everything, so I think that was when I was raped, when
my mother was --
I will come to that.
Sorry.
Was it then that your mother came down?
I think it was, uh-huh.
What you say in paragraph 60, and I will just read this
for you, because you quote something here:

'My social worker, Mary McDonald, just thought I was
a troublemaker.'
Ave.
You make reference to an entry in your records. Do
I take it that you have recovered your records?
Not them all, Colirn, no.
But you have recovered some?
Uh-huh.

This quote comes from your social work records?
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What's the quote?

I will just read it to you.

Sorry, Ssorry.

There is an entry in your records for _1975:

'[You] were admitted to St Euphrasia's ... [and
that's the date of your admission] here she shows
herself to be a first class manipulator.'

No, I used to tell the Sisters, ken, anything to do wi'

anything, I used to say that, 'Me da will kill me, me da
will kill me', ken, I used to say that to them, ken, if

I did anything wrong.

She goes on to record:

'She has spoker of the unjust treatment given her at
home by her parents, and to her father, she complains of
the treatment meted out to her at St Euphrasia's, just
as she did at Brimmond.'

Now, were you complaining of the treatment you were
getting at St Euphrasia's?

Aye, I'd been complaining about Brimmond as well.

So what were your complaints?

I was complaining about the way they was wi' us, strict
and that, they was wi' us.

Okay. You have another guote at paragraph 61, and you
say that she visited you twice and she came with your

mother after you were raped, and I am going to look at
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that in a moment:

'"The other time may have been for the nun's funeral.
She tried to belittle me with lies. She wrote to me
[this is a letter] on 29 RAugust 1975, and accused [you]
of misbehaving when I was actually homesick.'.

So this is a letter she wrote to you?

ol

This is a letter that she --

Colin, Mary McDonald, I know when she came to me ma and
da's hoose, my da and her would argue kinda as though
they were a couple and me da used to say to her, ken,
'You're a woman of the Lord' and that, ken, and, 'It's
wrong what you're doing, ken, with my daughter' and
that. Ken, she actually tried to get my two brothers
into care as well.

Well, if I just read what you have set out here that
she's written to you:

'TI was very distressed to hear from Sister
that your behaviour has not been all that it should. It
is sad to think that you are taking advantage of the
fact that you live a long way from home, where, in point
of fact, of course, the girls living in places such as
Glasgow or nearer are in every respect, mileage
accepted, as far from home as you.'

Mary McDonald wrote me that letter.
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Yes.

She wrote me the letter saying that to me.

Was this at the time or was this later on?

When I was in St Euphrasia's, she wrote that to me.
She goes on to say:

'It grieves me to think that your pattern of conduct
has not changed from the time you first went to
Brimmond. '

What did you think when you received this letter?

I couldn't say anything, because it was a nun, and then
it was nuns that were in there.

You go on to tell us about the fact that at

St Euphrasia's there were two cells?

Aye, there was two cells in there. It was up the
stairs. So I must have run away, because I remember
haeing the nightie on, and the gym shoes on, and it was
Sister , and I didnae realise that they had
cells and I never heard any of the girls speaking about
cells or that.

They took me -- Sistertook me up to the
two cells, and there was a man sorting -- he must have
been a man to maintain the premises -- he was sorting
the lights, and she was trying to scare me from running
away, showing me the two cells, that that's where I'm

going to be, and I ken, the bit it was, it was like awa'

113



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

28

fae everyone else, naebody would have heard you, nobody
would have heard you.
Right.
And it did intimidate me for a while, but I think
I'd run away again after that.
Can you describe the cells to me?
It was just like a police cell, the two of them was Jjust
like a police cell. Cold, it was just cold, bare, the
two of them, I canrae remember to do with the beds. But
I ken they were up the stairs, she took me to show me,
and she'd been doirg that in order to scare me nae to
run awa'.
Did you ever actually end up in the cells?
No, no.
At paragraph 64, what you say is:

'T was just a slave and a number.'

Can you explain what you mean by that?
'Cause that's all we had to do in there, it was clean,
clean, clean, clear all the time. We Jjust had to clean.
And being a number?
Sorxry?
You say you were a slave and a number?
Aye.
Were you given a number, or were you --

No.
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You go on to say:
'They were cruel to me.
Can you --
They used to get the girls to ignore me and that, Colin.
They would just be silent. Ken, nae speak to me, or
anything.
One thing you say is that they told your mother that you
never asked for her?
They told my mother?
That you never asked for your mother, was that true?
No, of course I used to ask for me ma.
Can I talk about what you have already mentioned in
passing, 'Lydia', and that's the rape in Paisley. Can

you just give me the background to how you came to be in

Paisley?
_came from Paisley, the girl that I'd run
away with, and I cannae mind -- it was Paisley that we'd

run away, she came from Paisley, that's what it was, she
came from Paisley, I think it was_, no,
_, or something, it was called. So it was her
area that we'd run away to.

And I remember too staying in a woman's house,
a young woman with children, we stayed in her house
overnight, and then we had to leave the house 'cause the

woman was feared for the police coming or anything,
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'cause obviously they'd been looking for us, and me and
her had left the house and wherever the boys was, it was
boys that she knew, I'd be telling a lie if it was three
boys or four boys, I cannae remember, I just remember it
was a [N his nickname was , and -- well, how
old, you are saying I was 13?

I think you were 13 when you went into St Euphrasia's.
Well, I remember -and me and these boys that she
knew sitting in a park and the boys saying to me that

I looked old enough to go into the -- an off licence, it
was, to get alcohol. I says they wouldnae give me
drink, I says I wouldnae get the drink, so me and her
didnae hae money, so it must have been the money the
boys gave me.

Did you go to the off licence?

Aye. I couldn't tell you how far it was, Paisley, it
must have been in Paisley, and we'd went to the -- so
they had been outside and I went into the off licence,
'cause they says I looked old enough, but I did get
served. I don't know if it was a quarter bottle of
vodka or if it was a half bottle of vodka, and I bought
like Eldorado wine, so it was a bottle of Eldoradc wine
and say it was a half bottle of vodka, I got served
that, and then we all went back to the park where we was

originally.
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And it's only row I'm realising, Colin, they hadnae
been drinking it, well, I was sitting drinking, well, to
me it was a lot of us sitting in the park drinking it,
and I just remember wakening up and it was young girls,
maybe they were the same age as me, ken, they were
screaming and everything, so wherever this park was,
there was houses, they could see this park, and they had
seen whatever went on. And the girls took me to
their -- one of their houses and I just remember sitting
in the bathroom and the dad of one of those girls, he
was cleaning my left knee, 'cause I must have fell when
I was there, being intoxicated with alcohol, and, erm,
my leg was all burst open, and I remember the man saying
to me, 'Look, hen, I'll have to report this to the
polis'. And I says, 'Of course, I understand, you'll
have to report it', and I remember the police coming
into his house and I had told him what happened, and
I told them about me being sore and everything down
below.

Sorry, about?

I told them about me being sore and everything down
below.

Yes.

And they took me to the police station. I think it was

about 1.30 in the morning. They took me to the police
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station and I remember being in the police station and
getting examined, and it was a man and a woman, I think,
like, secretaries in St Euphrasia's, I think they did
secretarial work, they came to collect me about 1.30 in
the morning and when the two CID came out with me and
this two members of staff, I think we went up the
stairs, because I cannae -- I just remember the 1ift
opening and the two CID and the two members of staff was
wi' me. The 1lift opened with two CID and one of the
boys that was there, well, I must have remembered
something at the time, even though I was intoxicated,
because I remember saying, 'That's him', his nickname
was, and I said, 'That's him, it was him'. The
1lift doors opened with the two CID and the boy was in
the 1ift, they came out.

Was that in the police station?

Aye, it was Mill Street Police Station, it was the top
floor.

I think you tell me you were examined in the police
station?

In the police station, uh-huh.

Who did the examination?

I cannae mind. I cannae mind that.

Were you told anything following upon the examination?

Sorry?
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What were you told about the examination?

I wasn't told anything, I wasn't told anything, it was
the staff, two members of staff, it was a man and

a woman, it was them, they were speaking to the police,
I wasn't told anything.

But you say now, I think, that you were raped?

I was raped, Colin.

Yes.

Colin, that's something -- that's something I would
never have done, never ever went wi' a boy or anything
like that. When I was -- I think it was when I was

11 year old, because of me running away in Aberdeen, my
father got my mother to take me to the doctor to get me
examined, and I'll never forget the doctor saying to my
mother, 'Mrs-, this is terrible', he says, 'That
I have to give this girl an examination'. So I think

I was about 11 wher I was running away, my da got my ma
to take me to get examined. And I wouldn't have done --
never, as long as I had a boyfriend in my head, ken, but
nae to kiss him or anything like that.

Did they actually discover that you had love bites on
your neck when they examined you?

I forgot about that, Colin. I didnae realise about the
love bites. That's probably how when I see that, ken,

I think about it. I forgot about that.
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MR MACAULAY: Don't worry.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry, 'Lydia'.

A.

I had forgot about that. I had seen it in the man's
bathroom, the man who was cleaning my leg. I had seen

him and that's probably how I seen love bites, sorry.

MR MACAULAY: Don't worry.

You have told us, I think, that two members of staff
from St Euphrasia's came to pick you up?
A man and a woman, it was.
Did you recognise them?
Would I recognise them?
Did you know who they were?
I think the man -- I remember seeing him going about in
St Euphrasia's.
Okay. When you got back, you tell us, perhaps a few
weeks afterwards, that you had an encounter with
Sister and another person. Can you tell me about
that? What happened?
After I'd been raped -- I wasnae thinking at the time,
I didnae realise or that what was happening.
Sister [[ENJ used to get me to come to her office once
a week and she used to weigh me. But it's only now
I realise she'd been weighing me in case I was pregnant
after the rape. But I didnae think like that at the

time.
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And I remember twice when I had went into her room,
I don't know if it was a psychologist, to me it could
have been a nun dressed up in a suit, and I will say
that, to me it could have been a nun dressed in a suit,
but it was a man to me, sitting talking to me, about the
rape, well, I couldnae speak to the man, I couldnae

speak to him about the rape.

Q. What were you being asked about? What were they --

A. I can't remember.

Q. But it was about the rape?

A. It was to do with the rape. But I -- to me, I mind just
being silent, because I was too embarrassed to speak to
the man.

LADY SMITH: This was at St Euphrasia's in Sister ‘s
room?

A. Uh-huh.

LADY SMITH: Some time after you had returned to

St Euphrasia's.

It was the police -- no, the two members of staff came
to the police station in Mill Street and took me back
there. So they've took me back, she was weighing me

every week.

LADY SMITH: Sorry, I thought you said twice when you went

A.

into Sisters room there was a man --

That was a man that was in there, and I don't know if it
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was a psychologist or it could have been nun wi' a suit
on, and I didn't krow.

LADY SMITH: I think that's what we were exploring with you
'Lydia'.

A. Sorry.

LADY SMITH: 1It's all right.

MR MACAULAY: Whoever it was, it was all to do with what had
happened, in particular the rape?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Were you guestioned subsequently by the police about the
rape?

A. When the man -- the man -- the girls that came and got
me from that field.

Qs Yes.

A. The man told -- the father of one of them that cleaned
my leg and that, he told me that he would have to get
the polis, that's what he says to me, and I says of
course. Well, I told the police the truth. So whatever
they witnessed, they told the police as well.

Q. Did the police at any time after that come and see you
and ask you guestions --

A. No.

Q. -- about what had happened?

A. No. Once they took me to the police station in

Mill Street.
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What happened then, did anything happen?

They examined me.

You have mentioned the person that raped you. Was there
any investigation, any police investigation?

No, no. I think, Colin, if I mind right, I'm nae going
to tell a lie about Mary McDonald, but I'm sure

Mary McDonald tried it make out that I was sexually
active, which I was never sexually active, never.

You have told me about the time then that your mother
came down after this had happened?

Aye, to me it was after I had been raped that my ma --
when I went into the room, my ma was sitting crying,
Sister SE and Sister was in the room with
my ma.

And --

And my ma said to me, Colin, so it must have been to do
with the rape, 'cause my ma said to me, 'Ken, your da's
going to go off his head', my ma didnae tell my da, my
mother held that back from my father. And I must have
got records years and years ago, 'cause when I got the
records, my ma and da came into the hoose and

I stupidly, started screaming -- I had took a nervous
breakdown, to tell vou the truth, and I started
screaming to my ma and da, and says to them, 'It's your

fault what happened to me'. Well, me da thought I was
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going round the bend ken and when they read the files,
my sister came out the hoose with my two brothers, and
says, , you'll hae to gi' us the files for da to
read your files'. I says, 'I'm nae worried', I says,
'"It's their fault ...' It wasnae their fault, but at
the time I blamed them, I blamed my ma and da for it.
But they got the files and my da must have got rid of
the files, ken, and it would put me round the bend at
the time.
I think you tell us that you couldn't tell your father
about the rape?
No, I couldn't tell my da.
But he did find out shortly before he died?
Aye, my da -- my da would have rested in the chapel,
Colin, ken of where they (inaudible), and I didnae ken
until I was in the hoose and my da was resting in the
bedroom, and I had says to my sister -1r 'I'm wanting
da to go to the chapel ken', and my sister said to me
quietly, ken as open as eggshells, she says, 'No, she
says, 'Da says he's nae wanting to rest in the chapel’.

I says, 'Da said that? I don't believe that'.

She says, '|[SuoEM ...'.

It was only my ma and my sister, -, in the living
room at the time, she says, 'No, da says after what

happened to you, and things getting covered up as well,
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da's nae wanting nothing to do wi' it'. So he didnae
rest in the chapel the night before.

Q. ©Okay, this is much later on, of course?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. You have told us about what clearly was a traumatic
experience for you. Were you offered support by the
nuns?

A. No, Sister took me to a room and she would
sit and speak to me and that, ken, sit and speak and
that, and she would advise me nae to run away, and that,
ken, because of things that would happen. But the first
day my ma and da took me to the social workers, they
told Mary McDonald, 'My bairn is going to end up getting
raped or murdered', that's what they said, so for me da
to find out that that happened to me, ken that would
have put him mad, ken.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, I see it is 3 o'clock, that might be
a good point to stop and have a break.

LADY SMITH: Would that be a useful point to stop?

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: 'Lydia', I usually take a break at this point
in the afternoon, would that be all right if we do that
now?

A. That's okay.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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(3.01 pm)
(A short break)
(3.15 pm)
LADY SMITH: 'Lydia', are you ready for us to carry on with

your evidence?

K. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady.

'Lydia', I am going to take you to the time when you
came to leave St Euphrasia's. According to the records,
you left on _197‘6, and I think at that time you
would be aged 14. Does that fit in with your own
recollection?

A. I can't remember, but you'll be right, Colin.

Q. You have set out ir your statement how it came to be
that your father persuaded the Panel that you should be
allowed home. It was your father, I think, who
persuaded the Panel that that should be the case?

A. Mary McDonald was wanting to keep me in.

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, I don't know how long I was there, if it was a year
or what, and Mary McDonald -- it was a Panel in
Golden Square or Albert Place, I cannae remember,

I think it was Golden Square.
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The members were sitting at a table and Mary, the
nun, she was emphasising that I should go back to
St Buphrasia's, and what happened was, Colin, my da
ended up getting up in front of the Panel members and he
says, 'No, this will never happening', and me da opened
the door and he was screaming at me in front of them,
and he says to me, 'Get out, get out this room'. So
there must've been other rooms in the Panel, and my da
said to me, in frort of them, he says, 'No, you get
outta here, get outta here', and put me into another
room, and then I just mind my ma and da coming out the
room, and my da said to me, 'Come on, oot, just get oot,
get oot the place', to me it felt as though I was
running awa', to tell you the truth, but obviously
hadn't a dicky of what was said in the room.
I think in fact you were being allowed home at that
time?
No, no, they werenae wanting me to go home.
But they let you go home?
Aye, I ended up, I think, if my mind's right, the
Sisters took me on the plane to Aberdeen for the Panel.
You tell us, however, at paragraph 73 that you ended up
going to Tynepark School in Haddington, East Lothian,
and I think that was because you got into trouble, and

that's where you ended up?
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It was at Powis School(?), I'd went to Powis School, and
a girl,- she took a bottle of vodka or a half bottle
of vodka into the school and I was consuming it with
her, I was consuming it with her, and we had went to
wrote our names in the toilet but I had wrote it with my
left-hand, so that they didnae ken it was me that had

a part in doing it, and the school had wrote a letter to
my da, telling my da. So when I went into the hoose,
ken, my da said, 'Has everything been all right at
school?' I (Inaudikle) a lie I said, 'Aye, everything
has been good' and he says, 'Oh no, no, it's nae, yous
been drinking vodka', I says I wasnae drinking --

I denied it, but I was drinking vodka in school.

You go to Tynepark, and I think you were admitted there
on [ 1977/ vhen you were aged 15. As far as
Tynepark was concerned, you tell us at paragraph 79 you
really liked it there?

Aye, Tynepark was a good day school, it was.

I think you told us about your short visit to Brimmond,
because you had dyed your hair and you didn't want to go
home until you could present yourself to your father?

I must've got out of Tynepark, Colin --

Yes.

-- because I remember after the incident in the school,

Powis School, I mind just opening the front door and
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there was a member of staff, John, and a woman --

I can't remember her name -- it was John, the male staff
member, and a woman. And I says 'How are yous at this
door?' And they'd came to my ma and da's to take me
back to Tynepark, so I had to go back to Tynepark, which
now I think it was unlawful what they did, it should
have been done through a Panel.

You also mention, this is at paragraph 84, again telling
Mary McDonald about the abuse at Brimmond and

St EBuphrasia's. You also say that you spoke up at
Children's Panels as well. You tell us that

Mary McDonald wrote to you in August 1975 and you set
out the terms of what her letter in that paragraph --
¥es.

-- and over the page.

I just want to ask you about what she says at the
very end. This is what she says, three lines from the
top of page 21:

'I can only say that if Sister finds reason
to complain again we might have to consider sending you
to some place that would be much stricter and possibly
more in line with "your imagined" St Euphrasia's.'

Aye, she was trying to put it doon that it was all in my
imagination, what was going on and everything in the

places.

129



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

28

You then tell us, 'Lydia', about your life after being
in care, and in particular that you married young, is
that right?

16.

Then you left your husband with somebody else and

I think you toock your daughter with you at that time?
I married my second husband, aye. He was abusive, my
first husband, and he messed around.

You then, under a heading 'Impact', tell us about
relationships, and, for example, the relationship you
had with your secord husband and what happened to him?
My first husband broke my jaw, Colin, because I couldnae
be intimate with him. He broke my jaw.

Your second husband, you also had --

Stabbed him, I stabbed him because he made a remark
about a whore --

Yes.

-- and I stabbed him. I'd be telling a lie if it was
four times, I cannae remember.

On page 23, under the heading 'Family', you talk about
your own children, and in particular one of your
children who ended up in care?

Aye.

I think one of your other children also ended up in

care?
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No, my son.

Just the one.

Colin, I'd be telling a lie if it was -- things was
coming out to do wi' the priest and the nuns at the time
when I -- no, it was to do with priests and nuns, and it
was putting me round the bend, and I ended up -- the
school phoned me and says to me, 'Mrs could you
come into the school, 'Cause's refusing to come into
the school.'

And I stupidly went into the school and I slapped
him in the face and I assaulted him wi' a belt ... when
I got him home I assaulted him.

Is that how it came to be that he ended up in care?

Aye, and because of other lies that's went on, Colin,

I knew, ken, the lies that was done wi' me, and how
powerful Mary McDonald was being a nun, a woman of the
Lord, and if she could get away with it, well, when [EESl
went into care, everything, every documentation, I used
to ask every home, I'm wanting the paperwork and the
social workers used to write letters to each other
saying, 'Why is wanting all of the paperwork?'.

Well, I did get the pleasure of saying to the one
social worker that was complaining why I was wanting
documents, I says, 'I'll never forgive yous for what

yous has did to my [EE§} "
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It's because there is a lot of corruption in
Aberdeen, Colin, ard it's who they know and everything,
there was a lot of things --

Carry on. But now, are you close to your children?

I've always been close to my children, always been close
to them.

I think you say at 102 that your family would do
anything for you?

Uh-huh.

And vice-versa?

I would do the same for them, Colin, aye.

You have told us already about your relationship with
your father and how sometimes that would be difficult.
But when he was dying, I think you went to see him --

I did.

-- every night?

He took a stroke, the first time he took a stroke, erm,
I went and stayed with him, my ma and my da, for a week,
and I never ever seen my mother and father held hands,
and the only time I ever seen them, a quick kiss, was
under the mistletoe in New Year, and that's the only
thing I ever witnessed with my mother and father.

And my ma and da were sitting on the settee when
I stayed with them for the week, it was a shame, I had

looked over at the two of them, ken, and the two of them
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was -- my da was holding on to my ma, ken, holding on,
the two of them were sitting on the settee holding
hands, ken, and I just looked at them and I says, 'Da',
I says, 'I'm sorry for everything I've done', I says,
'You were right', I says, 'It was me that was wrong', I
says, 'All you tried to do is protect us', I says', 'And
I'm sorry', and my da's only words to me was, 'Now', but
that was him saying it now was to say now you've finally
registered in your brain, ken, what he was trying to do.
When he went to hospital, you went to visit him every
day?

It should have beer my sister. I was -- I stayed in the
hospital every night with my dad and my sister would
stay all day and take my mother up during the day, and

I think it was a Tuesday, it should have been my sister
that was there, and she was always good, my sister,
never got into trouble, or anything like that, so I feel
as though my sister was robbed, ken, of being wi' my da.
You go on to tell us about some mental health
difficulties you have had, and support.

In particular, can I just focus on the support you
have had, 'Lydia'. Because you have been in contact
with the In Care Survivors group INCAS?

If it wasnae for Helen Holland, Colin, I think I would

have committed a murder, and I do think that.
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I should have says to you earlier on, but you were
on about support faze St Euphrasia's, if it wasnae for
Helen Holland, well, I say to Helen, ken, St Helen, and
they shouldnae get a sainthood when they've passed away,
they should be getting it when they're on earth. If it
wasnae for Helen Holland, I think things would have been
right out of control with myself.

She has been a regular supporter for a number of years?
Years, Helen's -- I could phone Helen any time of the
day or anything like that, I could phone her and say,
'Helen, I need you to come through to Aberdeen', and
Helen would be there. That's -- you couldnae get any
better support, Colin.

She has been giving you advice as to what might trigger
your moods and so on?

Sorry?

She's been giving you advice?

Aye, if it wasnae for Helen I wouldnae be calm and
collected, ken, to do wi' things like that.

You have a section towards the end of your statement,
'Lydia', it's headed 'Hopes for the Inquiry' at
paragraph 115. You say at the beginning there:

'I'd like everybody to be exposed for what they've
been doing. Nothirg should be covered up when it's to

do with children.'
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That's your position?

Yes, Colin, it's my position, because I am fully aware
of what's been goirg on wi' all professionals, all walks
of 1life, the corruption that's been going on with them
all, and it's who you know, scratching each other's
backs and covering up things.

You say that you should have been given counselling
after leaving care, not years later, after you had the
problems with your son?

Aye, no, I should have had it years ago.

It was Helen Holland that recognised it was anxziety,
ken, that was the worst with me, that's when I went to
the doctor and I got propranolol, she was right,

I should have got it years ago. Propranolol.

'Lydia', that's all I want to ask you today. The rest
we have covered fully in your statement. Is there
anything further you would like to say to the Inquiry?
I would like to say, Lady Anna Smith -- I'm happy
knowing the work that Lady Anna Smith doing, because
she's uncovering everything, there's no favouritism or
anything like that, it's excellent, the way she is, and
yourself, Colin, arnd Helen Holland, and all the team in
here. 1It's been a great pleasure for me to engage with
all different members of the Inquiry team, 'cause

they've all been supportive, every one of them.
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MR MACAULAY: 'Lydia', thank you for these kind words, they

are much appreciated, and thank you for
today to give your evidence.

A. Thank yous, Colin, thank yous.

coming here

LADY SMITH: 'Lydia', can I add my thanks to you for coming

on a dark day when you are going to be going home in

what feels like the middle of the night, even though it

is still just the afternoon, but it has been so good to

hear you yourself talking about the evidence that we

wanted to explore with you today. I am really grateful

to you for that.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: I am now zble to let you go --
A. Okay.
LADY SMITH: -- and safe travels back home.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, I know it is earlier

than usual, but

perhaps your Ladyship could consider adjourning now. We

have three oral witnesses tomorrow. We have only one

read-in left.

LADY SMITH: I see that, and if we do that read-in properly

it may not be finished by 4 o'clock, so I think we

should just stop for today --
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MR MACAULAY: I think so.

LADY SMITH: =-- and then sit again tomorrow with, as you
say, yes, three witnesses, three witnesses tomorrow? Is
that right?

MR MACAULAY: Three oral witnesses.

LADY SMITH: Three oral witnesses tomorrow, that's right,
yes.

Thank you.

(3.30 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourred until 10.00 am on Thursday, 12

December 2024)
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