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A.

two boys?

Yeah, I did.

Ultimately were you taken away from that placement and
taken again by Sister Paula, the social worker, to

a children's home?

Maxwell House.

You tell the Inquiry about some of your memories of
Maxwell House in paragraph 34, and I think were you
still around 7, or perhaps 8 years old, when you were

there?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

0

Were you moved again then, 'Lisa', from Maxwell House,
to a different children's home in Helensburgh?
Oh, that would be Rhu Home.

Were you there for a few weeks?

[e]
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I was there with my brother, my middle brother, and we

were there for a few weeks. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Around that time, did you get a new social worker?

I think her name was Anne Roberts?

Now, having been in Helensburgh, did you go back to your
mum's house?

Yes, I did.

I think what you say is you don't know why you were
taken out of that home in Helensburgh?

No, I don't.

You went back to live with your mum for a period, and
did you end up ultimately then being taken on a bus to
another children's home?

That would be Abernethy residential placement.

I think you tell the Inquiry that you were maybe 9 or 10
when you went there?

Yeah, I was. Around that time, yes. Sorry, maybe 10 to
11, because I do remember being picked up when I was
brought back from Abernethy to go and see

St Euphrasia's.
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Having spent, I think you say, around eight weeks in
Abernethy, did you then go back again to live with your
mother for a few weeks?

Yes, yes, I did.

Did you then have involvement with another social
worker; I think you mention a social worker by the name
of Margaret Kiernan?

Yes, yes, I did.

Was that maybe when you were around 12 or so?

Yes, or maybe 11.

Did Margaret Kiernan remain your social worker until you
were about 16 or so?

Yes, she did.

How did you get on with Margaret Kiernan?

Erm, I had my doubts with Margaret Kiernan, because
while I was in St Euphrasia's, I only seen her at least
three times in that placement.

Was it Margaret Kiernan, then, who decided that you
would be again removed from your mother's care and taken
to St Euphrasia's?

I was actually removed from my mother's care because my
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Walking through steel gates, and it was called the Good
Shepherd Convent then and then it got changed over to
the Good Shepherd Centre. But the inside of the
building was at the bottom of the actual -- down at the
bottom was classed as St Euphrasia's Centre. Erm, what
I do remember being in that place is walking through the
main gates, walking inside the actual door, the wooden
big frame door, going to the desk to be signed in or
registered. Meeting Sister the nun,
of the centre, erm, and then I was basically left
there for a staff member to take me to St Margaret's.

In terms of the building itself, 'Lisa', are you able to
help me with describing first of all the outside of the
building that you were in?

Right, the outside of the building, it's not the way it
is now. It was guite old back then. Erm, it had glass
frame windows. It had an opening where you could
actually open the window at the bottom. Like I says, it
was kind of like a very old building back then.

In your statement, 'Lisa', in fact you describe it as a
'crumbling old building --

Yes.

-- which was run by nuns'?

The nuns were at the back. The nuns had their own set,

and they actually lived at the back of the centre.
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Shalom House, my apologies. Is that the four houses?
Yes, that was.

You've mentioned already the Sister . Can you

tell me a bit more about her and what she was like?
Sister was fair, and she was strict. There was
a kind of no-nonsense approach with Sister .
And all the girls knew this. Every girl that was there
knew this.
Was she gquite new in her post, being when you
went?
I don't really know. She was kinda middle aged.
Okay.

Now, you started your time in St Euphrasia's in
St Margaret's House. Did you then move, or were you
then moved to a different house?
I was moved to Shalom.
Then ultimately were you moved again?
To Goretti House.
You mention in your statement a Mr . Who was he
and what was his role?
Mr was of the centre. He was
another member of the staff. And I personally don't
like the guy.
Are you able to describe for me what he was like, what

your memories are of what he was like in relation to the
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girls?

I remember he was a lot older, he was in mid 30s to 40s
back then. He was a lot older. Erm, very arrogant.

Do I take it then, as well as Sisters, as well as nuns,
there were lay staff at St Euphrasia's, there were staff
who were not nuns?

No, there was staff that wasn't nuns, there was staff,
it was normal staff.

Was there a Ms Gallacher in charge of your house when
you started at St Margaret's?

Yes, there was, and Miss Campbell.

You mention a Linda Love?

Linda Love was the secretary of the -- is it the phones,
and the office.

Okay. You provide some detail about some of the other
Sisters who were there as well. I think was there

a Sister ?

Yes, there was.

What was her role?

Her role in Shalom was to watch other children, and then
there was Miss McNair with her. Erm, there was a lot
going on in St Euphrasia's.

Sister then; are you able to help me with what
she was like in her approach to the girls?

She would actually prioritise certain girls over others.
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LADY SMITH: So she had favourites, did she?

A,

Yeah, she did.

MS MACLEOD: How did you get that impression?

A.

I got that impression when I actually was basically
moved out of St Margaret's. I don't know why, but what
I do know: there was certain days that we had to do
chores. Now, me as a child, being 12, like I said, they
had their favourites and we'd be subject to doing chores
within the household and I don't think for one minute

I would give a bumper to a child to do wooden floors.
That's what I experienced.

So were you given a bumper?

A bumper for the floor, yes, I was.

How old were you?

12.

Was it Sister ?

No, it was actually Ms Gallacher and Miss Campbell.

We will come on to look at chores in a little more
detail in a moment. You mention a lady called, you say
a little lady called Miss ?

She was excellent. She lived there for years. She had
no family to go back home to. So the actual placement
actually noticed this and kept her on.

Had she been in St Euphrasia's as a girl?

She was there, probably, as a younger girl, yeah.
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me, and I will explain this in better detail. The staff

member, her name is Mrs , my God, that woman.
Basically she had a bunch of girls and -- sitting, we

were watching telly, the next thing a girl got up and
she got upset with me. And I says, 'I didn't do
anything', I just stood up, and she pulled my actual
pyvjamas down for all to see. And I mean the bottom
part, for all to see, and I got humiliated.

So you were naked?

I was basically naked and I got humiliated. That's the
trigger point I got, the day after that.

I think you tell the Ingquiry in your statement, 'Lisa’',
that the day after that then, that you were preparing
the breakfast and it got too much --

Yep.

-- and you _ and cut your left wrist?

Yes, I did.

You say there was blood everywhere?

There was some sort of blood. But not much, but the
girl that I don't wish to name, 'cause she's evil, erm,
she was at the same school as me, she was another one
that went to school with me.

She was the other girl that went to the outside school?
Yes, with me, but she was a bit of a troublemaker, she's

always been a bit of a troublemaker, and I remember she

27















10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

mum and you didn't want --

A. I think it was before that, I think it was before that.

LADY SMITH: Before that?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Right, thank you. So that was another thing?

A. Yes, that was probably the other trigger thing and
I don't really know.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: One thing that you say, 'Lisa', is that if
girls were going home for weekend leave, that they
weren't taken home, as such, they were just sent on
their way, as it were.

A. Yes, yes.

Q. They weren't supported or accompanied to make sure they
got home safely?

A. No, no. No, no, no. They weren't supported to get
taken home safely. Ms , who was the main
driver, who drove a minibus, erm, it was a white
minibus, we were taken into the middle of the city
centre, Anderston Bus Station, and before we got to
Anderston Bus Station, we were given envelopes for a bus
fare there and back. Erm, we were basically dropped off
at Anderston Bus Station by a member of staff and we
were sent away.

Q. I think what you say is:

32
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They'd do mischief, they'd do mischief. They would
actually do mischief so that they wouldn't get taken.
Erm, I think a lot of girls who felt fear of going home,
or, you know, wherever they were going, they must have
felt fear, some of them preferred to be there in the
centre, I don't know why.

Some of them were actually said, 'You're not going
home because you've done this or you've done something
that shouldn't have been done'. And they then were kept
back.

As a form of punishment?

Punishment, yeah.

In your own case, 'Lisa', there were reasons why you
didn't want to be at home?

Totally.

On the occasion we were speaking about there, when you
made it clear that you didn't want to go home, and that
you didn't want to stay at St Euphrasia's, what you say
at paragraph 205 is:

'When I got back to the home, a staff member,

Mr , was in the office.'

Yeah.

What happened in the office, 'Lisa'?

I think, and I believe to this day, it was because of

the Panel, it was down to the Panel, I wasn't listened
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to. They weren't taking any of my values. You know,

I told them why I didn't want to go home. I telt them
what actually happens. And then the social work says,
'As long as such and such is not in the house, we can
send her home'. And then I noticed my mum started
crying. I went, 'I'm not going home'.

You told the Panel the reasons why you didn't want to go
home?

Yeah, I did, I absolutely did.

When you were brought back then, to St Euphrasia's and

you were in the office, Mr 's office?
There was a mishap wi' Mr Harold. I spat -- I never

actually spat on Mr Hareld, I spat on the ground,

I says, 'I'm not going back to that place', and I spat
on the ground. He then said something to Mr , he
basically put me in the car, and I was literally dragged
from the car to Mr 's office, the main office, and
then actually stood up and said, and
started shouting and bawling at me, going, 'You're not
allowed to do that to our staff, blah, blah, blah'. He
got up and physically shook me, actually shook me.

Who did this to you?

SNR . And I never said anything to any
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tell you: you shouldn't be embarrassing Mr Harold like

that --
A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: -- do you think?
A. That's probably why, because he knew I was upset, I'd

just come back from a Panel, and I told them I didn't

want to go back home or to St Euphrasia's.

MS MACLEOD: What you say in your statement, 'Lisa', 1s at

the time you say:

'TI didn't know why or what I had done wrong.'
That's what I thought, yeah.
You tell the Ingquiry about a time you got a card from
Sister ?
Yes, I did.
Was that while you were still in St Euphrasia's?
Yes.
Can you tell me about the background to the card and
what the card was?
I don't really understand what the card was aimed at,
but, erm, apparently she classed me as a demon child, or
something like that, and I was then sent to St Goretti
House, I don't know why.
What did the card say?
I don't know, 'cause I couldn't read it.

Did somebody tell you what it said?
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No, I gave it to one of the staff, and then I think that
card got sent straight to Sister and then
I was moved fae Shalom through to St Goretti.
Did you find out what the card said?
I really don't -- I don't know to this day what was in
that card.
I think you mentioned 'demon child' there?
She must have thought I was a demon child. Whatever
she's wrote in that card, it was actually referring to
me .
How do you know that?
Because a day later I get moved from Shalom and put
through into Goretti House. That's all I know.
5o you got moved from the house that Sister
looked after --
Yeah.
-- to a different house?
Yeah.
In your statement you say:

'Sisterwas calling me names and said I was
a demonic little monster. It said nasty things about
her not liking me.’
That's basically it.
Did someone tell you that's what it said?

No, I think one of the staff said to me the card was not
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A, It hasn't.
LADY SMITH: But leave it with us now.
A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: You have contributed much value to our work
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here at the Inquiry, and I hope you have a safe journey
back home with the trains behaving better than they did
first thing this morning. Thank you.

I'm glad to be here, thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Just before we leave the oral evidence of that

witness, and, indeed, just catching up on yesterday
afternoon, there are a number of names I want to
mention -- many of which have been mentioned before --
of people who are not to be identified as being referred
to in our evidence outside this room, because they are

covered by my General Restriction Order.

It is: Sister , Sister, Mr and
Mrs somebody called at Brimmond, Mr and
Sister , another child in care called
_ and one called -, a Sister

, the surname of yesterday afternoon's witness,

I think we should probably just take the morning

break now, because I know the next witness will be due

47
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Q. Thank you. You think that you were there for several
months?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: You would be about 10 years old, or so, at this
stage?

A. Roughly, roughly about 10.

LADY SMITH: Still primary school age --

A. Yes, definitely still primary school.

LADY SMITH: -- but the top end of primary school?

A. Tes:.

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

When you left, then, you say the lady with the curly

hair, was that the lady from the Social Work Department.

A. That was one of the staff members from Urrdale.

Q. Okay, and she came to tell you you were going home?

A. Yes.

Q. When you went back home then, what were things like now?

A. Nothing -- nothing really changed. The alcohol and the
arguments and fights and self-harming from mum was still
ongoing.

Q. Did that then provide the background to you being put

into foster care?
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A. Yes.

Q. Can you just help me with that?

A. Well, I was escaping from the house. Erm, I was
climbing out windows. Erm, and I was taking myself to
another scheme outwith Govan. It wasn't a very nice
place, it was actually -- it was a rough area I was
taking myself to. Erm, I was meeting up with people
I didn't even know. I was basically under older
people's wings. I was sleeping down the side of beds,
people that I didn't know, that they were hiding me from
the police and parents. Basically that was -- that was
it.

Q. I think you had a very short foster care placement at
about this time, and I think you ran away from there,
but then you went back because you felt sorry for the
foster carers?

A. Yes, in Baillieston, yes.

Q. Was that then the background to you going to another
children's home in Glasgow?

A. Yes.

Q. You tell us about that children's home at paragraph 59

e L Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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A.

Again, then, you go from that children's home, you go to
Cardross Park Assessment Centre?

Yes.

Again, this has been looked at previously. According to
records you perhaps went there in about -1997, when
you would be aged about 127

Yes.

Would that fit in with your own thinking?

Yes.

Again, Cardross Park has been looked at, but there is
one bit of it I do want to pick up with you, if I may,
and that's how it came to be that you left

Cardross Park, because I think you ran away --
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been there?

There was still a nun present, there was still a nun
present.

Did she take anything to do with the running of the --

I think it was only for church.

For church. What you say at paragraph 105 is that there
were some really nice teachers there?

Yes.

The schooling, then, can you just describe the schooling
for me?

The schooling was different from previous schools, other
schooling. Erm, we actually done -- we worked there.

It was more structured. There was less messing about in
the classes in Good Shepherd, and we did actually get

an education of some sort.

So do I take it from what you said, 'Angelica', that you
were given some academic subjects like English and maths
and so on?

Yes.

The classes, you tell us, were gquite small?

Yes.

That would have helped?

Yes, very much.

Who was at that time?
XC I believe. now I think more

63
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now.
You have mentioned the four units; was there somebody
who would be in charge of the unit?

Yes, there was like the manager of each unit.

Can you remember who was the manager of your unit?
There was an older lady with greying hair, erm, pretty
short hair she had, I can't remember her name.

Can I ask you a little bit about the routine then,
'Angelica'. In the morning would you be woken up?
Yes.

How was that managed, what would happen?

Banging on the doors, staff coming in, tipping you out
your bed. Erm, there was male staff also. There was

male staff also that would come in and out your room.

Erm, there was one particular male staff that would take

my covers off me.

Do you remember his name?

S his name was

Why was he taking your covers off you?

Mm. Being an adult now, I can only guess, but back then

I wasn't too sure, I thought it was just to get me up.

But being an adult now, when I see the bigger picture of

other things from the same person, there's a clearer
picture now being an adult.

What is your picture now, looking back?
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What you tell us at paragraph 134, I will just read this
to you, 'Angelica':

'"One day, myself and [another] girl ... were
wrecking the place. We were running around the full
building, breaking things, banging doors, tipping the
couches upside down, throwing cushions at the staff.'

On the face of it, that looks like quite bad
behaviour on your part?

It doesn't read very well.

But why were you behaving in that way?

That was boredom. That was boredom. That was -- there
was nothing to do.

When you say nothing to do, but you had school, of
course. Did you have any organised games, like sports?
Erm, no, there was computer conscles and TVs within the
sitting room. Erm, I had a sewing machine at one point,
but it didn't last very long, it was taken off me.

What happened, then, after you had been behaving in this
way?

Erm, well, the staff came into restrain us. There was
one particular man, I have spoke about.

He was the man who would remove your bedclothes?

He had been restraining me. He wasn't involved with
getting cushions flung at him or anything like that, he

just came in at the end. This particular man, while he
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you were in the Good Shepherd, you met a man, an older
man.

Yeah.

You tell us how you met him. And that the staff were
aware that you had met this older man?

Yes, EUK ;s yes.

Can you give me a rough idea as to what age he was?

He was late 20s, I would say, roughly about the 27.
Exact age? 1I'm not too sure. But I would say roughly
about the 27. That number sticks in my head for his
age.

You would be 12, possibly 13, at the time?

Yes, yes.

You say in fact you were 12. And you were in a sexual
relationship with this man?

Yes.

How did you come across this man?

Erm, it was through -- this came about in Good Shepherd.
It was another girl that had been involved with this
person.

You say the sexual relationship you had with him lasted
for about a year?

Yes.

And that the staff were aware, at least that you

classified him as a boyfriend?
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somewhere?

Well, we would all hang about in the town drinking.

Erm, Jjust being a nuisance, basically. Erm, and then
myself and would go back to Govan. There
was times, if we had missed the subway, we would live

in -- we would sleep over in a prostitute's home. Erm,
he would sleep in her bed, while I was in a fold-down
bed.

You tell us that these episodes took place when you ran
away, but when you went back to Good Shepherd, would you
go back wvoluntarily, or would you be taken back?

Erm, there was a mixture. There would be times that the
police would catch up with me, and then there would be
times, like if I was with he maybe would
be busy and he would send me back.

Can I then come to when you came to leave Good Shepherd,
and I have put the departure date to you already, and
that was on _ 1998, when you would now be aged
13. What you tell us at paragraph 143 is you were taken
to a Panel 'in my pyjamas', because you think it was

an emergency Panel?

Yes, I was, basically ... the wording I've got in my
head was I was unrulied, I was lifted up out my bed
while I was sleeping by police officers and I was taken

to Bell Street Panel.
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What happened to these girls, then?

Erm, they would have their hair pulled, and pushed
about.

You say he told you to get these girls for him?

Yes.

But why would you agree to that?

Because we would have then got into trouble.

Were you afraid of him?

Ch, he was a scary man, he was scary.

You also tell us about a member of staff who had

a sports car, and indulged in a particular practice.
Can you tell me what he did?

Erm, well, it was spamming it was called, the other
practice would have been. He basically used the palm of
his hand. He was a big man, he was gqguite a big man,
tall and out width way. Erm, he would use the base of
his palm and hit us on our foreheads with quite some
force.

You say this was called 'spamming'?

It was spamming.

How often did that happen?

That was every day, a good few times a day, whenever he
was on shift. That was

This is something you experienced?

Oh yes.
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Erm, there was a lady, , erm, I had been rather
poorly, feeling sick, upset stomach, I'm not sure how
long it had been going on, but it was previous to the
holiday. And during the holiday, it was happening.
Exrm, I was really sick. A lady, , she was a nurse
outwith of Kerelaw for the NHS. She asked me to strip
down, and she looked at my breasts, and she proceeded to
tell me I was pregnant, just by looking at my breasts.
Erm, that was the last, I basically heard about that.
We just got on with the rest of the holiday.

But I think you were pregnant?

Yes, I was pregnant with my eldest son at that moment.
Although the suspicion was that you had fallen pregnant
when you were away in Govan, in fact was it somebody in
Kerelaw --

Yes.

-- who got you pregnant?

Yes.

So it was one of the boys in Kerelaw?

Yes, it was.

Clearly there were opportunities when you were in
Kerelaw to meet up with a boy --

Yes.

-- and have a sexual relationship?

Yes.
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No. , the staff member, my key worker,

had taken me home a number of weeks later
and it was basically just a spur of the moment, it was
just landed on mum and dad that they were going to get
a home wvisit, along with myself and a staff member.

What happened then in that home wvisit?

The roof nearly blew off. Erm, they knew something big
-- my parents had knew something big was going on, and
something wrong. Erm, I'm sure it was my mum that had
said, 'She's not pregnant, is she?' And basically I had
been sitting with my head down. had put
his head down. My dad hit the roof, because they knew
the answer was yes, without even being told.

Erm, my dad went right on the phone to the
newspaper, being the Evening Times at the time, erm, he
was just going absolutely ballistic, crazy, and I was
ushered out the front door by .

Did you go back to Kerelaw?

Straight back to Kerelaw, yeah.

Was it shortly after that that you left Kerelaw?

I would say it wasn't much length of time in between
that wvisit to home and me leaving. But there was

a little bit of time round about for mum and dad to then
adjust to the idea their daughter was pregnant.

Did you get any support when you went back to Kerelaw in
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MR MACAULAY: No? Very well. Well, thank you for answering
my gquestions in the very frank way that you have.
I can say, my Lady, that I have received no
questions to put to 'Angelica'.
LADY SMITH: 'Angelica', let me add my thanks. You have
borne with us very patiently with our probing and -- as
I said at the beginning -- I am sure it hasn't been
easy, but you have given me so much more than just
having your statement in writing from hearing from you
yourself, and that's a valuable contribution to the work
that we are doing here at the Inguiry. Thank you for
that.
I hope you have a safe trip back home and I am now
able to let you go.
A. Thank you. I appreciate everyone's time. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: I would like to add a few names to the ones
I mentioned earlier of people who are not to be
identified outside this room as having provided evidence
or are referred to in evidence.
The witness herself used her own first name at one

point and, indeed, the name of one of her sons. There
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You then go on to tell us that there was disclosure
of a complaint in approximately 2010, if we just move
down.

LADY SMITH: It is at 5.3.

A. Yes, I have it.

MR MACAULAY: I think you go on to tell us about
a prosecution of some Sisters?

A. Yes, two Sisters were accused and it did go to court.

And they were acquitted.

Q. Was there a third Sister against whom allegations were
made, but she was not fit to go to court?

A. Yes -- erm, oh, yes, vyes, Sister |aald , ves.

Q. Thank you.

A. And she has subsequently died as well.

Q. If you turn on to page 15, at 5.9, do you set out the
complainers who were making allegation of abuse? -

[ —

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. =-- but I think we do have a list of complainers. The
complainers, the first name that's been blanked out, we
see around 2010, and the person against whom allegations
were being made by this complainer and, indeed, other
complainers was [l , is that
Sister juald ?

A, Yes.
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Was she at one point at the establishment?

Um, she was -- when I knew of her, she was SNR
SNR , before the two establishments merged.
Yes.

I don't have recollection of her being at

St Euphrasia's, after it became a List D school.

Okay.

I am not --

You mentioned the prosecution and that the two Sisters
that were prosecuted were found not guilty.

Yes.

On page 17 does that read then, as we discussed:

'One of the Sisters was frail and ill. Her GP was
contacted and made a home visit. A medical soul and
conscience certificate was issued saying that
was too fragile to attend court.'

And that was passed on to the Procurator Fiscal.

If we go on to GSH.001.001.0418, we are looking here
at a response specifically in connection with Dalbeth
Girls' School, 1933 to 1971. I just want to look at
that to see what's said in the part D response. That
begins on page 13.

If we move on to page 14, at 5.8, under the
reference to the known abusers at the establishments, we

are told that there were no known abusers 2009 to 2013,
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allegations were made against three Sisters. These were
the three Sisters that we discussed earlier?

Yes.,

This information is being provided under the Dalbeth
response?

Yes.

Were these three Sisters at Dalbeth also? Do you know
why that information was being provided here, in more
detail, I think?

Two Sisters; Sisterwas never, ever at
Dalbeth --

Right.

-- as far as I understand. The other two Sisters were
only at Dalbeth.

But in this particular response, if we look at 5.9, for
example, we are told that there were ten complaints, is
that how I read that?

That's how it reads.

Yes. Do you then list those who were making the
complaints and against whom the complaints were being

made?

LADY SMITH: We can get that information, I think, from

a different page than the one that's on screen,

Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: Page 257
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Do feel free to go.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Safe journey back.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Mr MacAulay, if we take the break we could then

do the -- there is one more read-in, isn't there?
MR MACAULAY: The final read-in, yes.
LADY SMITH: Let's do that, thank you.
(2.57 pm)

(A short break)

(3.07 pm)
LADY SMITH: Before we start the read-in, I have three names

of people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order: there is a Sister ,

I have already mentioned her in the course of this week

or last week as well, possibly; _and
_. Please don't identify them as referred

to in our evidence outside this room.
Ms MacLeod.
MS MACLEOD: My Lady, the next read-in and the final read-in
for this chapter is that of an applicant who will use
the pseudonym 'Katie'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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best friend stayed in it. My friend was going out to
college. That didn't last long, because the girls were
going into the flat, taking drugs and getting out of
their face. My friend was put back to number 1 room
beside everyone else.

§ GXC was of the whole of the
Good Shepherd. In the units there were team managers
and staff. The team managers in St Claire's were
Mrs Knox and, below her, Louisa Gallacher. There were
good people in the Good Shepherd. Mrs Knox was all for
the lassies and protected the girls. The normal staff
with gqualifications were Lorraine McKenzie,

Stephen Thomson and Susan Rae. Stephen was my key
worker.

'"There were sessional workers who came in for
weekend work. Grant was a fire fighter and
Lisa Jamieson was a beauty therapist. Lisa was
brilliant and really nice. There was a woman called
Kathleen Moran. I got along with her but she went out
on a date with Stephen Thomson and I didn't like her
after that. There was a woman called Amanda who was
a sessional worker too.

'"There were three staff per shift. The staff stuck
to their own unit unless there was a shortage and staff

would go into a different unit. There were only two
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Shepherd and, in January 2001, I arranged a leaving do
for him. It was a chance for me to see him, because he
had been working in St Margaret's. We invited all three
units because all the girls liked Stephen. All the
staff came. We lowered the lights because we had disco
lights and karaoke equipment. Me and Stephen danced a
slow dance. He pulled me right into him and I said he
had better watch because all the staff were watching us.
We caressed each other. Stephen said it was his last
night and it didn't matter.

'At about 7.00 pm or 8.00 pm, Stephen asked if
I wanted to go to the shop for fags. I said I did, and
he told me to get myself sorted out. I got washed,
which was what I usually did before I went out with him.
We sneaked away. The local shops were five minutes away
but we went to the Greenock motorway and pulled into
a layby. We had oral sex, sex simulation and
masturbation. Stephen's phones were going like mad. At
first it was the Good Shepherd phone in his car and then
it was his own phone.

'By the time I got home, all the lassies were in
their bed. Standing in reception were Mr
Mrs Knox, Loulsa Gallacher, and Mrs Kelly who was
another team manager. They told me to get to my bed and

I did. They told Stephen to go into the office.
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they were in St Claire's unit]. I don't know why the
Good Shepherd were hiding that. Once the police spoke
to , he said I was in the Good Shepherd and
he knew who I was.'

Between paragraphs 121 and 127, the witness speaks
about some treatment and support she has received.

I am going to read from paragraph 128:

'Recently I went back to the Good Shepherd to try to
revisit the past. Before we got over the gates, we were
approached by two members of staff. They asked us to
leave because there were girls out in the grounds. The
Good Shepherd looked completely different. It looked
like the three units had been taken down and I couldn't
see the red building that we had been in.'

Moving to lessons to be learned, from paragraph 131
the witness says:

'"The Good Shepherd failed by keeping secret the
allegations about Stephen. They should have
acknowledged the allegations straight away. They should
have followed protocols, especially because two
allegations came in. They should have phoned the police
and let the police do their job. The Good Shepherd
could have helped me by talking to me. The Good
Shepherd knew by talking to me I was going to break down

and tell them something.
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'"The staff knew what was going on with me and

Stephen. If one of the team managers had stepped out of

their comfort zone and had asked [E&Y , "Why are
we not getting the police in here?", then my life could
have been different. I would have been angry at the
time, but the police would have seen right through me.
The police would have seen I was protecting Stephen and
done their own investigations.

'"The Good Shepherd could have put more security in
the building and stopped the girls from getting into
heroin. Security was a massive flaw.

'They should have rethought their discipline rules.
The girls could have been treated differently. The
staff didn't need to be so forceful with the lassies.

'Our mental health should have been assessed when we
went in and we might have got help. You can see from my
records that something is wrong. We never had any
medical attention and we never went to the dentist.
Social work say if you don't take your kids to dentist
or doctor's appointments then it is neglect. The Good
Shepherd failed in that way.

'"This is the final part for me and I don't want to
carry it all my life. I need to get my story out there
and be listened to. All my life I couldn't talk because

nobody would believe me. The Good Shepherd failed me.
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I was only 15 years old. Even if I thought I was
an adult, I wasn't an adult. I'm continuing with
counselling and I'll do my best not to look back at this
story again.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

'Katie' signed the statement on 29 September 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms MacLeod.

One name arose there, whose identity is protected,

and that was [E9 , but I don't think there were
any others.
That completes the read-ins for this section; is
that correct?
MS MACLEOD: It does, my Lady, and we have three oral
witnesses lined up for tomorrow.
LADY SMITH: Three oral witnesses tomorrow, starting at
10 o'clock?
MS MACLEOD: Yes.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
I will rise until then.
(3.55 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on Friday, 13 December

2024)
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