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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

BEP

Support person present: No

: My name is | am known asﬁand when | was child, | was given the

surname of Egil} my step-father's name. My date of birth is [JJJij 1951. My
contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | have been in and out of care since | was about four years old. My mother, |}
I is from Dundee and after she got pregnant she went down to London and
gave birth to me there. When | was a few months old, she took me back to Dundee
and we stayed with her parents at_ After about six months, she left me

with her parents and went back off down to London.

3. My grandparents were [JJJand | 2nc | stayed with them ‘till | was about
four years old, when my grandmother died. My grandfather couldn’t really cope after
that.

4. Meanwhile my mother had returned to Dundee, by which time she had married my

step-father, [ NIl A: that time they had two other children called IR
who is three years younger than me, and [} who is four years younger. They
eventually had another three children who are [} who is eleven years younger
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B A - o sce me and told me the doctor was coming so

| had better not be faking it.

The doctor came so | told him the same story. It wasn’t that long before that |
remember by sister had appendicitis, so when he prodded me in the stomach I
feigned pain. | was sent to the hospital where | did the same thing and the next thing
I knew | was getting my appendix out. | was told afterwards that | was lucky, they
had just caught it in time. | was in hospital for a week. | had no visitors in all my time
in hospital, but the Roundtable came in and gave me a bunch of comics.

Holidays and trips

When you reached grade two, you would get home at Christmas. | had no home to
go to, but the social work would fix me up somewhere. My time in hospital backfired
on me because they deducted the week | had there from the time | was away at
Christmas.

We went for a summer camp to Glen Prosen for two weeks and stayed in some kind
of hostel there. That was for grade three inmates and upwards and about thirty or
forty went along with a few warders. The hostel was a big house with dormitories
that had bunks in them. We did a bit of hillwalking and swimming while we were
there.

Running away

The building was in its own grounds and was about six miles from Montrose. People
used to abscond quite regularly, but they had the whole countryside to go over. The
police used to come along and just watch where all the pigeons or crows were flying
up and they would know where you were. Funnily enough | never ran away from
there, although | had every reason to. | probably never did because | knew that it
was an automatic penalty of two months added on to my sentence.

Discipline
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The punishment that staff used was known as “defaulters”. If a member of staff
considered you were doing something wrong, they would tell you that you were
going “on report”. That report would go to Mr ERENlland could eventually mean
that you went on a defaulter. If it was classed as serious you could go straight on a
defaulter or be sent to Mrfor further punishment. | don’t think those
punishments were recorded in any way.

Abuse at Rossie Farm School

The brutal thing at Rossie Farm was that if you absconded or did something
seriously wrong, like fighting, you were put on report and sent to the boardroom by a
member of staff and got what was known as “jump ups”. You had to drop your
trousers and bend over the boardroom table. You would then get six of the belt by

Mr G on your bare backside, It was always him with ||l

present. | don't remember [Nliname. This happened to me five or
six times while | was there, invariably for fighting or being insubordinate.

If you were put on a defaulter you might be given a toothbrush when everybody else
was in bed to clean the tiled hall floor, or the toilets, or the showers. There were no
privileges when you were on a defaulter. That meant you couldn’t buy anything in
the tuck shop, which you could once you made grade three, or you didn’t get out on
a Saturday afternoon.

There were about three other chaps in there that were also under care and
protection orders and unfortunately they were a lot weaker than | was. There was a
bit of bullying going on from other boys and | would stick up for them. That was one
of the main reasons | would get into fights. The staff would revel in taking the mickey

out of the weaker ones as well, preying on their weaknesses.

There was one warder who was widely known to steal. He was called Mr
although we seldom called him that, instead we called him It was
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ironic because most of the lads were in there for stealing. He was in charge of the
parcels and one time | was expecting a parcel of menthol cigarettes. It never arrived
and over the next few dayswas smoking menthol cigarettes. | don't know
how he managed to get away with it.

Leaving Rossie Farm School

| left Rossie Farm just before | turned eighteen years old, after | had progressed to

grade one and was deemed to have served my sentence.

| got a flat in Dundee at first and was given social security for about a month after |
left. Two guys that | knew were talking about heading down to London and | wanted
to get as far away as possible so | went too. It was difficult, but | got by. | had
nobody, so | just made the most of it. | begged, | stole, | borrowed and | became a

“non-person”.

Life after being in care

| only had about five pounds in my pocket when | arrived in London, so | started
looking for jobs. The very first one | had was as a store detective. | fell out with the
two guys | had gone down with and ended up befriending a girl | was working beside.
She gave me a bed and | stayed with her for a little while.

After six weeks or so | started doing other casual work and became a bit of a “Jack
the Lad”. 1 then got work on building sites and | also befriended some people that
had some property. Intermittently at various times, | ran hostels and also a couple of
nightclubs for them. Eventually | started up my own business as a handyman, which

progressed until | ended up doing things like conversions.

| met my partner about twenty-eight years ago and about seventeen years ago we
decided to move from London and bought a guest house || fil} ' had intended
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| tracked my natural father down when | was thirty-two years of age. He didn’t even
know | existed. His name was |||l and he is still alive, though suffering
from dementia. We introduced ourselves and then we parted. He didn't need a
thirty-two year old son and | no longer needed a father. A couple of years back,
through the wonders of “Facebook”, | learned of a woman in Dundee with the
surname- It transpired she was his daughter and we met up and now have a
bit of a relationship. | speak to her and keep up to date about my father.

My step-brother |Jij passed away a couple of years ago. | still keep in touch
with [l atthough she’s a bit of a mess.

| have not forgiven the social work for my incarceration. | want the social work
department to be held to account for my getting incarcerated for eighteen months
beside hardened criminals, even though they were only fifteen or sixteen. Their
classification of me as being “in need of care and protection”, meant to me that | was

locked up for no just cause. | could understand if | was a bad guy, but | was not.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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