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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HPU

Support person present: ||| | Gz

My name is NG \y date of birth is I 1966. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born at Simpson’s Maternity Hospital in Edinburgh and stayed with my parents
- B 2 ¢y siblings I I 2o . I vvas two
years younger than me, [JJjJj three years younger, and [JJil] was four years younger
than me. We lived at Broxburn until | was six or seven years old and | have
memories of walking along the canal path to Broxburn Primary School.

My parents were going through a divorce, so | moved with my mum and my siblings
to Moredun in Edinburgh. Then, we got a main door house in Gracemount and lived
there for three or four years, before we went into care.

My life at home was like any family, we had our ups and downs. | had friends in the
scheme and | had a good relationship with my siblings, and | thought, a good
relationship with my mum. We didn’t see my dad at that time.

| started attending Gracemount Primary School and then got moved to Gilmerton
Primary School. | was moved because | was having problems at school. It was partly
to do with the people | was hanging about with, but | did have a mind of my own and
| started skipping school when | was twelve, when | had just gone in to first year at
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Wallhouse Children’s Home, Torphicen
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Howdenhall Centre, Edinburgh
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| can’t remember much about arriving at Howdenhall, it was at night and the place
was in darkness. | went in the front door, down a corridor, then upstairs. All the doors
locked behind you and you had to wait for the next one to open. | got putin a cell
with no mattress and the toilet was made of metal. They put me in there and then
they threw my bedding in. | was locked in all night and the next morning, | got taken
down for breakfast. | had to sit down with someone, asking me why | thought | was in

there.
Mr S 2nd Mr il were XS < there was aiso a Mr Skl
we called him. The boys were kept on one side of the building and the

girls on the other side. There was a block for the really young kids, then the juniors,
and then the senior children. The dormitories had two or three beds in them. They
tended to use up the smaller rooms, and keep the rest of the block locked off. The
youngest children there were about six or seven years old, and they were there for
all sorts of reasons, like skipping school, or getting in trouble with the police. | tried
not to ask too many questions. | used to hang about in the senior’'s room because |
smoked. | can remember some of the boys who were there, but | didn't really ask

their second names. There was a [l ll and 2 oy |

| tried to settle in to the routine but | kept getting moved. | went from Wallhouse, to
Howdenhall, then Millpark, then back to Howdenhall, then Abercree, then Canaan
Lodge, and then finally back to Howdenhall. | don’t know how long | was at
Howdenhall the first time.

Routine at Howdenhall Centre

Momings/bedtime

You got woken up by somebody banging on your door, got dressed and went

downstairs for breakfast.

Washing/bathing
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Abuse at Howdenhall

One of the boys, |l his younger brother made an allegation against a member
of staff, [ | believe now that it was an allegation of sexual abuse. |
remember [l sitting in the communal room, pulling his hair out.

There was a sexual allegation about SRS 2t Pe2's Bay. BN vasn't

there after that. He had been in charge of the smallest boys’ room. | was in the
middle, then the older room. had been at Dr Guthrie’s. He was in his
fifties by then. | just tried to stay away from him, all the boys knew to stay away from

him.

There was an incident | had with it was possibly during my second time
there. It wasn’t sexual in nature, it was probably a physical assault but | can’t
remember the details. | didn't see any sexual abuse at Howdenhall, but it sticks in
my memory about [Jillpulling his hair out.

Millpark, Craiglockart, Edinburgh

| was about fifteen when | went to Millpark. | don’t remember being informed | was

going, or bejng asked about it. EEEEUEEWRIE T IERR GR LR EHE N
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Rk When | went back to Howdenhall, there would be a

panel within five days, because your supervision order would require to be changed.

There would be a social worker at the panel, but not always my social worker.
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Abercree House, Newton Stewart
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Canaan Lodge, Edinburgh
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Life after being in care

| wanted out of care and | complained about being in care. | wanted something like
Stopover, supported accommodation for people leaving care, but there was nowhere
like that which had places. | even visited Stopover myself but there were no rooms. |
managed to get a B&B and called an emergency panel. The agreement with social
work had been that we were going to look for a place for me to be self-sufficient. The
decision was made that because they didn’t know where | was going to be placed,
that | was to be kept under lock and key, so | went back to Howdenhall Assessment
Centre and | wasn't allowed out to look for work. | wrote a letter to John Stark the
head of the Children’s Reporter’s office in Edinburgh, stating that | was being
restricted in my movements, and not being assisted in getting a job or somewhere to
stay and | asked for a panel. | was told to see a lawyer but there was a panel three

weeks later and | was just kept locked up until then.
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by us. A couple of years later, my brother [l tuned up with evidence of child
images on [JJllllaptop. We went together to the police. By the time the police got to
I house, il had destroyed his home computer records, but the police
managed to find evidence on his computer at work. He went to jail for the images on
the computers, but not for what he did to [ ll} My brother Jlllchanged his
name to [l something, that was before he was convicted. We found out that he
was looking after someone’s house that was getting renovated, and that he was
taking his niece there. We reported that to the police too, after the report was made
regarding the computer images. We didn’t report it at the time, because we didn’t
recognise the likely nature of this behaviour.

Records

| got my records about three months ago. | had been talking about getting them for a
while but from reading them, there is no depth, explanation or analysis of the issues

relating to my care, or of the complaints | raised about care.
Impact

| feel that my experiences in care had an effect on my education. | was quite clever,
quite capable, but | fell to bits. My potential was noticed several times, but | was
lacking a loving figure throughout my childhood.

| never wanted to burden my gran with what was happening. She was getting on in
life and she wouldn’t have been capable of looking after us, although she would have
tried to do it.
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| find it difficult to form relationships, to trust people. It has affected my relationship
with my kids. | keep myself at a distance, | don’t let people in. It can be quite lonely
but | can share my feelings with my partner.

Hopes for the Inquiry

People are blind to what they don’t want to see. | hope there will be an
acknowledgement of what happened, an understanding of what went on, to find out
how it was ever allowed to happen, to examine the failings of the system and what
should have been done differently. | should have been monitored more closely in
care. There should have been more effort made to find the right place for me. Life

could have been so different.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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