Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

cleln]

Support person present: No.

My full name is SR I'm known as [Ge My date of birth is [ Jl1954.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born and brought up in the Northfield area of Aberdeen. My father was || |l
-and my mother was ]l 'm one of six children, my mother had five boys and
one girl. The eldest is Il who's eleven years older than me. Second born was
I /o died at four months old, he had gastroenteritis. Then there was [
who was five years older than me, i} who's four years older than me, me and

finally my younger sister-who's four years younger than me. [Jjfjwas killed
in an accident when he was twenty. | Jildeath had a huge impact on the family.

My dad was self-employed and tried a lot of things. In his younger days he was a semi-
professional footballer and was quite well known in the Aberdeen area. My mother
looked after the kids as it was more or less one after the other. I'd say she had a hard
life and was basically just dumped with the kids. My dad wasn't interested in looking

after the kids, he was always away doing whatever he wanted.

| would say my dad'’s whole life was up and down. When he played football he was
given some great jobs and | remember when | was really young, up to about the age
of four, it was a good life, there was nice furniture in the house and things were good.

As | got older things sort of deteriorated and became more sporadic.
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| remember before | started school, when | was about four and a half, | was playing in
the hall. The floor was tiled but the stair carpet came down and some of it went on to
the hall floor. | was playing with a bit of carpet in the hall, it was like a hoop and | was
inside it. My mother came down the stairs and stood on the hoop and fell over. She
went absolutely bananas, chased me round the house and when she caught me she
started jumping up and down on top of me. My mum kept quiet and left me alone all
night but | was close to death in the morning and she had to take me to the hospital.
They discovered | had a burst appendix and | was kept in the hospital for many weeks
after that. | do think the doctor felt sorry for my mother and covered it up. | remember
she said she hadn’t meant to do it and that it had been an accident and had happened

when | tripped her up. That was it, there were no authorities involved in that at all.

As years went on and | grew up and things got worse at home, school got harder and
harder for me. | went on to Northfield Secondary School and that was absolutely
terrible. | had two older brothers, -and- who had gone before me and
although they'd left by the time | went there, they caused a lot of trouble at school and
the namewas known to the teachers. From the very first day when | told the

teacher my name | feel | was marked.

| stopped going to school when | was fifteen. It was so bad there, | remember once
getting sent home to get dressed. | had holes in my clothes and they thought | was
doing it on purpose. | just didn’t want to be there and | wasn'’t getting on with many of

the teachers.

My brother |JJlfwas killed in |JJJJll 1970 when | was fifteen and it was after that |
started to get involved in trouble with the police, just little scrapes to start with but then
| was caught joy-riding when | crashed the car. | was also charged with the theft of
some tools which | stole from the school and | ended up in court where | was given
probation. That was when | was allocated a social worker for the first time, a Mr Emslie.
| never got on with Mr Emslie, | didn't know it at the time but even though | had left
school the authorities still treated you as a school child, social work and education

were all one.
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As well as probation | was told to go for these psychiatric reports which | didn’t go to,
| didn’t turn up for them. | was put back to juvenile court and told that if wasn’t going

to go voluntarily then | would be remanded so | was put to Kaimhill Remand Home.

| didn't know at the time but | believe the reason | was to have psychiatric reports was
because they wanted to put me to an approved school and they needed those reports
to do that. | think it was a standard social work procedure back then but | also think
my social worker had my card marked, which would have come from the school
reports. | didn't have any representation at juvenile court, | was basically told to plead

guilty and that was it.

| tried to kill myself when | was fifteen as well. It was after [Jjfjwas killed. | was seen
by a psychiatrist and it was basically all put down to jealousy and dismissed. The
psychiatrist had been told by my father that | was jealous of my little sister. | didn’t

have any treatment or any follow up and that was that.

The Kaimhill Project, Aberdeen

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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| was taken there by Mr Emslie, my social worker, and | had been told | was being
remanded there for two weeks.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Leaving Kaimhill

55 Secondary Institutions - to be published later

I ended up in Craiginches.

Craiginches Prison, Aberdeen
General

56. Craiginches was a prison and | know now that there was a certain protocol they had
to follow when dealing with young people. They didn’t follow any of that and just put

me in with the adult population in the remand block along with all the other prisoners.

57. | was in that block for about four or five days. The whole block was remand prisoners

with older or disabled prisoners on the ground floor and everyone else on the first floor.

58. That was absolutely horrible and very intimidating. | was in the same area as a
convicted murderer, || Bl ' never forget him. He was a lifer and was in the
remand hall for some reason. He was after sexual favours and that was absolutely

terrifying.

59. Somebody then realised that they had messed up, | think either a parent or someone
at the prison had said something. | had a visit from my elder brother ||Jjijin there
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The regime at Rossie was in four stages and each could be up to four months long.
You had to work through four grades in each stage, four to one, but there was also a
punishment grade, grade 5, where you couldn’t advance at all. The length of time you
spent in each grade depended on your behaviour so the longer you took to get through
them, the longer you were in an approved school. | was a grade five from about two

weeks in until things changed for me after | started running away.

at Rossie was a M I G 2 \i

we called him[aal [l was in his fifties, and was a big man, very smartly

dressed and very military as he was ex RAF, he smoked a pipe and he was mad.

Other staff were who was the handyman driver guy and drove the truck
and bus at Rossie. He was just a big bully and he used to get older boys to beat up

the younger ones. There was also the night-watchman, who was a
pervert.

Routine at Rossie Farm
First day

| was taken to Rossie by my social worker Mr Emslie, in his car. He was smiling all the
way and | remember sitting in the back going along the mile and a half road up to the
actual building, it was a long way.

That was when | met Mr gl for the first time. Mr [Eaallll] and Mr Emslie went into
a room and | was taken through to another room where | sat and waited for about half
an hour, then | saw Mr Emslie leave. | can only think that Emslie was putting him

straight about me. | was tarred and that stuck with me.

| was then taken through to the cloakroom area, I'm not sure if that's what it was called

but it was where everyone would hang out. It was where we went in the mornings to
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get counted. | remember it had stone walls, like imitation marble, and there was toilets,
two slopping out sinks and a wet area. It was all very territorial in that area with the
boys all standing in groups, one corner was the Glaswegian boys, one was the

Aberdonians, one was Edinburgh and one was Inverness.

| was introduced to the Aberdonian corner who were all skinheads from Aberdeen and
there [ was, the little brother of _ who used to go about Aberdeen fighting
the skinheads. | was just meat in there and | was horrendously abused by the other
boys from Aberdeen when | was in Rossie Farm. It was even backed up by certain

members of staff.
Mornings and bedtime

woke us up in the morning, he would open the door and give us a shout, but
by the time we got up and out he was away home, as he only worked through the
night. We got dressed and went for breakfast then we all met in the cloakroom area |
described and there was a head count. We went from there into the boot room, got
our stuff and went out to work.

At lunch time we came back in, left our boots in the boot room and changed into plastic

sandals to go to lunch. We would then go back to work after lunch.
Mealtimes/Food

The boys all ate together in the dining room. There was always four of us at a table,
everyone had a number, a kit number, mine was -and the same four always had
their meals together. We would walk into the kitchen and get our plate of food then go
back to the table. | got on quite well with the other three boys at my table so that was
good and it was a respite as well, a chance to get away from some of the arseholes in

the place.

It was the wife of one of the officers who worked at the school who did all the cooking

and she made wonderful meals, she was a gem and could make lovely food out of
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We had to write letters home every week, | think it was on a Wednesday afternoon. It
was a specific time and we were all given a sheet of paper and an envelope. That was

with the welfare guy, Mr Sl who went on | IIEIEENGCEEEEEE -/tc' | left.

We just wrote absolute rubbish in the letters. We couldn’t write anything about what
was happening at Rossie because the staff read the letters and they were censored. |
did write down that | was getting a hard time from_ but that was scored out
and nothing was ever done about that. | once found a couple of the letters I'd written
when | was back home at my mothers and they were all censored with pen marks
through anything that the staff obviously didn’'t want my mother to know about.

| never had a lot to say to my mother anyway, what do you say, but she would write to
me and tell me what was happening at home. All the letters were opened you never
got a sealed letter and you were never allowed to send out a sealed letter.

| didn’t ever get any visits from social workers or anything like that but | do remember
going out to the Children’s Panel. That was sometime around || ] Bl 1971 and
that's when my release was put back three months. Some people got out that day in
I -t that was when there was the transition from the juvenile courts to the
Children’s Panel. | then went back in |JjJj 1972 and that's when | was released.

| don’t know if that was any kind of inspection | think it was probably just the regime at
the time. There was also board meetings held at Rossie, with board members and
governors from the approved schools coming together as it was funded by the local
authority. No one that came to any of those meetings ever spoke to any of the boys
though.

Running away

| ran away from Rossie Farm a couple of times during my first few months there. The
first time was when all the boys were getting leave and | wasn’t so me and another
boy took the opportunity when we were out working in the gardens. We just ran off
across the moors. We were sleeping in the woods and climbing into the back of lorries.
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We got to Perth and then got the train from Perth to Aberdeen. | went home and | told
my old man why | was running away. He took me to see a psychiatrist at our local
hospital but it was deemed there was nothing wrong with me so my dad just took me

back to Rossie Farm.

| was asked by[gal] when | got back, why | had run away and | did tell him why but
that first time there was no action at all. He listened to what | had to say and he didn'’t

punish me, which | thought was very strange, but the second time he did punish me.

The second time | ran awayﬂand Mr B did punish me. | didn't even get
beyond the woods as a forester saw me and | was captured pretty quickly. | was given
the Lochgelly strap, | got locked in a cell, | was given a month in the McDonald wing
and | was put on grade 5. Four punishments for running away, when it's only meant to
be one. | looked that up and | remember reading somewhere that you're only meant
to be punished the once for an offence.

It wasthat belted me with the leather strap, he did it, cos he was the big guy but
they were both there together. They put six in the punishment book but | remember it
was a lot more than six. It was on my bare backside and my bare thighs. I've got a
copy of that record, it was in the punishment book. The copy has the date -1 971,
my name and date of birth, my mum and dads name and address and a note of the
punishment as ‘six on the buttocks’. | wasn't aware it was being recorded at the time,
| found that when | went looking for my records and | found out it was |
that was allowed to give out corporal punishment at that time.

My backside and thighs were all swollen from that and | was locked up in the cells until
the swelling went down. That was for a few days, | was locked in a cell and | didn’t get

out at all. | had a piss pot and meals were brought to me, | had no exercise at all
Rossie Farm was an approved school and the original approved school building is

called the McDonald Wing, it's a big huge old house and was part of Rossie Farm.

That wing became a secure unit where persistent offenders went who couldn’t be
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controlled in the approved school. It was all the really bad boys from the approved

schools that were put in there. | was put in there as a punishment for my running away.

The McDonald wing was run by a separate headmaster, Mr | got on extremely
well with him. He could see what was going on at Rossie. | remember I'd been there
for about a month when Mr Sl told me he had good news for me and that | was
going back to the main Rossie Farm building. | begged him not to put me back across
and he said | was in the McDonald wing as a punishment for running away, yet in my

time there | had thrived, so he must have been wondering what was going on.

It was after that, once | went back to Rossie, that things started to change for me and
the abuse stopped. A lot of the staff just ignored me so definitely something had been
said and something had been done. | do think Mr SR} had asked what was going

on, he was obviously a conscientious man.
Discipline

The discipline system at Rossie was all on demerit points. You would get minuses and
pluses depending on your behaviour. If you did something wrong a member of staff
would give you a minus and that would then mean you wouldn’t get out on town leave

or you wouldn’t get cigarettes, things like that.

You could also get a plus point but that was very rare. | had once been given a minus
for absolutely nothing, and a new young member of staff then gave me a plus. Just
after that he came and told me that had threatened to beat him up for
giving me a plus point.

Abuse at Rossie Farm

As | said | was horrendously abused by the Aberdonian boys at Rossie. | was
constantly being hit or kicked or slapped and it got to the point where, after about two
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months, | did run away. | was so nervous | would flinch whenever anyone raised a

hand near me.

The regime with the staff was just as bad as with the boys. They were segregated with
good staff and bad staff and it was more that they were bad to the other staff than to
the boys staying there.

| remember | used to get dragged into the boot room by boys and given a beating and
there would be a couple of staff standing at the entrance watching it all. It was very
obvious and they didn’t do a thing to prevent it. Most of the staff were like that, they
would just turn away when boys were bullying other boys or beating them up. | had
marks on me, | had clothes torn and | even have a scar that was caused by a razor
blade.

There were a number of boys abused me, the three worst ones were ||| | | | R TR
I =< I - d there was [ D \ -
brought up in a house above my grandfathers’ bicycle shop. He would steal from the
shop and torment my grandfather and he used to take great pleasure in telling me all

about that during my time at Rossie.

All those boys would spit on me, kick me, punch me, destroy my belongings, steal my
cigarettes and generally always try to get me in trouble. My only escape was when |

got to my bed at night.

The razor blade attack was ||} I 2 that was about eight weeks after
I'd arrived at Rossie. He was shouting at me with other boys and suddenly cut me
across my chest with a razor blade. | was bleeding and that left a scar. There was no
point in reporting it because there would have been reprisals. | just dealt with the cut
myself. He was convicted for raping an eighty three year old woman when he came
out of an approved school.

Mr had his own way of disciplining the boys, he had his own ideals. He
and Mr SRS tcated some of the boys horrifically at Rossie.
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If you were Grade 5 you would come out the toilet block at bed time and you'd have
to stand in a row while everyone else went to bed. The night-watchman would come
and tell you to go and get a bucket and you got a tin bucket filled it with cold water and
got a scrubbing brush. You would then start scrubbing the corridor on your hands and
knees as a punishment. That could take an hour or so but there were others duties as

well like cleaning the sinks and toilets.

the night-watchman at Rossie Farm was a pervert. He would stand
and stare at the boys with his hands in his pockets, ingratiating himself while watching
the boys in the showers. There were no curtains, no privacy, nothing like that. He did
that most nights as we had showers every day. He was the only night-watchman |

remember there ever being.

I do know that a couple of years before | was at Rossie one of the boys tried to escape
and they clubbed (SRSl with a pipe and stole his car. He had a lot of grudges
towards the boys to say the least. He would rub up against boys as well, he did that to
me and | saw him doing it to a lot of other boys. He was known for that kind of thing.
There were rumours going around Rossie that boys would be taken from their rooms
at night to go and see SRl but | didn't see that and | don’t remember seeing

any boys missing from their beds at night.

Reporting of abuse at Rossie Farm

| wrote in my letters to my mum that | was having a hard time and | told my parents to
their faces about all the abuse. My old man claimed he spoke to the school about it,
but he never did. That was when he took me back after the first time | ran away but it
never improved if he did.

No one ever spoke to me about how | was getting on or how | was being treated, and
no one ever asked me why | was doing something if it was wrong, like running away,

there was nothing like that because nobody cared.
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Leaving Rossie Farm

| got a letter when | was at Rossie that told me when my case would be reviewed by
the Children’s Panel. It told me they would look at my case and make a decision about
whether | was getting let out or | was to stay and do extra time. In || N NN 19711
didn't get out but then | got the letter telling me | was going to the Children’s Panel in
I of 1972 when | did get out.

| remember going to that panel and it was a relief to get out and get back home but it
was just part of the cycle, out of the frying pan and into the fire. Mr Emslie had moved
on through ill health so | was allocated to another social worker as | was still under
their supervision. His name was il and he was a little shit. | knew him from
Rossie Farm where he’d been doing some of his training. | feel he was after sexual
favours, he would say he could be your friend and if you played ball with him, he would
play ball with you, | just didn’t feel comfortable around the guy. He would try to get on
my good side and other boys’ good sides and | just feel he was after something. | didn’t
like him and had nothing to do with him, that's why | ended up not going to see him
after Rossie.

| was seventeen then and at first | got a job with my brother in his garage, a pound a
day, just as a general dogs body, so that was going nowhere. | didn’t stay there long.
| didn’'t go to see my social worker either, that was meant to be once a week, and |

stopped going so there was a warrant out for me after that as well.

| went to Jersey after that and didn’t come back to Aberdeen until | was eighteen, when
| knew they couldn’t touch me. Then | got in trouble again and ended up in borstal at
Polmont.

Polmont Young Offenders Institute, Polmont
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General

| was sent to Polmont borstal for six weeks. It was a hard place and some of the staff
in there were real animals. It was a horrible regime. There was also conflict between
staff members. The bullying with other boys wasn’t as bad but | was a lot longer in the
tooth by then, | had been through a lot and | also knew a few of the boys who I'd met
at approved school.

| remember the first place | was taken was the allocation wing and that was based on
army detention which was a very strict regime. It was physically very hard, the last
thing you take off at night was your PT shorts and they were the first thing you put on

when you got up again in the morning.

Abuse at Polmont YOI

It was also very strict at Polmont, your room had to be immaculately presented, your
clothes had to all be folded to a certain size, your bed sheets had to be folded correctly
and made into a bed block of a perfect size. If it wasn’t then you got hit with a stick.
The stick was supposed to be used to help you measure the bed block but it was used
to hit the boys that got their bed blocks wrong. The staff had the stick, not us boys, so
it was impossible to fold the sheets to the exact size and if they weren’t the right size

you were being hit with it.

The bed block would be swept off the bed for you to do again and you'd be hit over
head or poked with the stick. If there was any dust anywhere in your bed area you

would also get a whack with the stick.
Bay was the officer who was the worst for all that, I'll never forget him. | don't

know his second name. A lot of people who went to Polmont will remember SSMIIEN
but in general the rest of the staff were bastards as well.
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When | was in Polmont in the allocation unit | met a very nice young lady who was one
of the social workers there. | told her all about my experiences with the social work
and how | had been treated that my social worker Mr [ had it in for me.

| had put in an application to go to Castle Huntly Open Borstal and (I had put
the boot in to try and stop it but that young lady stood up for me and it was because of

her | got to the open borstal. | can’'t remember her name.

| was eighteen turning nineteen at Polmont and then | was about eight months at

Castle Huntly.

Castle Huntly Borstal, Dundee
General

Castle Huntly was brilliant, | picked up a City and Guilds first year engineering
certificate there. It had a brand new engineering shop. | did six weeks of turning and
six weeks of welding, | did electrical and mechanical training and | went on to use all
that later in life. It was the only place | went to where there was any opportunity to

prepare myself and educate myself for life after | got out.

Caste Huntly was a great place and was run beautifully, I'd put my hands up and say
if you wanted to know how an institution should be run then look at Castle Huntly, they
absolutely had it right. | think it was a Mr Philips that was the governor and he was
absolutely brilliant.

It did what they said it would do. You were there for training and you were there for
help and that's exactly what you got. The social worker in there was a darling as well
and couldn’t do enough for you. | forget her name but she was an older foreign lady

and she helped so many people in there.
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Life after being in care

When | got out of borstal | did some engineering work, turning and things like that, but
| still had my problems. | didn’t go to see my social worker [l vet again and |
ended up getting a borstal recall and going to Barlinnie to serve that time. That was in

the young offenders unit so | was in Barlinnie until | was twenty one.

| was in and out of trouble after that. My parents didn’t want me at home at all then |
met a lassie and she got pregnant. | ended up with three children but that’'s not been
without its problems either.

My oldest son is forty two and he’s a drug addict but | have two daughters who are

brand new and | have grandchildren.

| was in prison for the last time in 1998 when | was trying to help my son out. | served
three years, got outin 2001 and | haven't put a foot wrong since. | worked as a cleaning
supervisor for the council after that but | had a bad accident in 2007 and was paid off
with capability benefit. | had a heart attack in 2013 so | have two stents from that.

Impact

| big part of the impact is that you become that type of person, | see them every day.
| did have some positive people in my life, my grandfather was brilliant, a couple of
teachers at school were brilliant and one or two people | met in prison were brilliant.

| think about what happened to me all the time, every day, | don’t think there’s ever
been a point in my life when | haven’t thought about it. It's affected my marriage and
all my relationships. It affected the relationship with my son, | was too hard on him
because | didn't want him to make the same mistakes as me. That basically drove him
away from me.
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They were taking people and destroying them so they couldn’t have a life. They need
to listen to people and help them.

Hopes for the Inquiry

My hope is that nothing like this ever happens again. Something that really pisses me
off is there organisations that are found guilty of abuse still using the same names.
Places like Quarrier's and places like that, why are they still using the same names,
why are they not being made to change their name? How many people have suffered
because of the regimes of those places and they are still using that same name. |
know it's not the same people but it's still the same organisations and a lot are still
owned by the same people..

It's not about money for me it's about the outcome, it's about what happens after all
this, after this Inquiry. People admit it but some still deny it, it doesn’t matter who you

are and it doesn’t matter if it's a nun. If they abuse a child they deserve to face it and

to be punished, not let off.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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