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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HTG

Support person present: Yes

My name is [SHEGTTGEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEE 'V date of birth is [ 1967. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

The first three or four years of my life | was brought up by my mum, - and my
grandad in Easthouses. It was about that time that mum met my step dad, Il
B ho was an executive with Ferranti. We stayed at ||| NG
Dalkeith along with my brother |JJli]l four years younger than me and later my sister
I ho is eight years younger. | did not find out [l was my step dad until
many years later. | always thought of him as my dad and still do.

Mum and dad were allocated the house under a scheme named Scottish Special —
Incoming Workers. It was designed for workers moving into the area, working in the

area and requiring housing.

While | was at Newbattle High School, about twelve or thirteen | started to rebel
against my parents. At school | was involved in an incident where | ended up hitting
another pupil with a hammer. | also threatened someone else with a hockey stick. |
got suspended for this.

A child psychologist came to see me at school, but | was able to pass all the test
they asked of me. | was good at school and this showed during those tests. After this
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| did run away from the unit. After either six or maybe twelve weeks | was allowed
home leave, which was either one day or an overnight stay. After being at home |
told my mum | was going to visit a pal. | got a bus and went into Edinburgh and
stayed with other people who previously stayed at the centre. Some of those nights
away were spent outside in parks.

One of the buildings | stayed in was full of people and many were sniffing glue. | was
on the run for about a week and when | had enough | went to a police box at
Register House and told the officer | had been on the run from the Assessment
Centre. A car picked me up and took me back to the unit.

As a punishment when | went back | was put into a cell for two or three days. The
room had a toilet in it and there was a mattress on the floor. There were plastic
windows which overlooked the yard outside. Any food we had was given to us within
the cell. | never left there.

One day the staff told me they heard that | was planning to run away again. Four of
them came into the leisure room where | was relaxing. They each grabbed a limb
and carried me to the cell. Mr ESSIl, one of the members of staff, was one of the
people that carried me. | asked them why | was there and | was told that Mr
A o G | = not sure his exact surname, had instructed them to put
me in a cell. | told them | thought he was a bastard. XIEGzG orwas SNR
SNR of the centre.

When | was put in the cell my shoes were taken off me and after about five minutes
BLe came in. He told me that he had been informed | called him a
bastard. Without any warning he started punching and kicking me to my arms and
legs. He kept this up until | eventually said | was sorry. The beating went on for a few
minutes. | was very sore after that but did not need to see a doctor. | was in the cell

again for two or three days.

HUO was another member of staff and because he was overweight we used to

call him fSSIIll One day | had done something wrong and was taken to the cells.

6



31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

WIT.001.001.7910

He came into the cell and threatened me and maybe pushed me, but nothing like the

treatment from [SEEEGEGEGEGEB. | was more scared because of his build. He
actually turned out to be a good guy.

One of the first residents | was aware that had been in the cells was || ENENEG<GzNG:
He was brought back from the cells. He told us he had been beaten when he was in
there. He had lots of bruises and had a black eye.

There was an incident in the leisure room. One of the residents, [} was getting
a hard time from one of the guys involved in the Calton Hill murder. | think his name
was [JJi] and he kept annoying i} Staff were aware something was going to
happen and deliberately walked away. When they were out of sight, - who was
the much bigger and older guy, gave - a hammering.

There were the [Jij brothers who were residents and they were both
homosexuals. The staff would tell everyone about the boys and what they had been
doing in their sex lives.

Bed Wetting

Although bedwetting did not affect me there was one young boy who had a problem
with it. He was having a real bad time with his life. Instead of helping him the staff
would take the mickey out of him. Most of the staff joined in with the ridiculing of the
boy.

Leaving Howdenhall Assessment Centre

Just before | left Howdenhall Pam, my support worker, was aware that | was a
Glasgow Rangers football fan and one day she took me through to Ibrox to watch a
game. She told me if | was to go to Midfield this was the type of activity that they
would sort out for you, it included getting season tickets for this or similar activities.
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Sometimes | appreciated my time in Howdenhall as everybody was treated the
same. We all had the same things at the same age and it cut out some of the
competition in life.

While | was at Howdenhall, | was visited by staff from Midfield House. | had been
assessed and they thought | was suitable for transferring to their facility. Pam
McMillan was to be my support worker there. She came and | was transferred to
Midfield House.

Midfield House, Lasswade

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

52. At the end of my time at Midfield the Children’'s Panel gave me the option of
returning home or going into a supported accommodation flat in Bonnyrigg. | decided
to go home and stay with my mum and dad.
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volunteered to go back into care they would find me a placement. | then moved to
Calder Grove.

Calder Grove, Edinburgh

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Supported accommodation
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Other information

| would like to see more safeguards put in place for people looking after children.
More detailed information should be used by Disclosure Scotland to ensure more
unsuitable applicants are found and disregarded.

| have had counselling during my life but this was not for my life in care it was part of
my life in general. About five years ago | was on suicide watch but things are better

now.

At one stage | did apply to be a member of the Children’s Panel as | believed my
experiences could help in making decisions with children today. Unfortunately they
required that | stay away for a week on a course and | could not fit that into my life at
that time.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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