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STATEMENT

OF
AMANDA HATTON
Executive Director for Children, Education and Justice

Services
City of Edinburgh Council

PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

1. My name is Amanda Hatton. My date of birth is“w?o. | am Executive
Director for Children, Education and Justice Services at the City of Edinburgh Council
(“CEC”). | have held this role since November 2021. | am a Social Worker by
profession. | hold a master’'s degree and Diploma in Social Work. A copy of my CV
has been provided to the Inquiry.

2. Prior to moving to Scotland, | was Director of Children’s Services in Lancashire
between February 2017 and July 2019. | was then Corporate Director of Children,
Education and Community Service (and from October 2020 Director of Adult
Services) at the City of York between August 2019 and October 2021.

8 At CEC | am the Executive Director for Children, Education and Justice Services
(and the Chief Education Officer). | am responsible for Children’s Services. That
includes children's social care and early help. | have overall responsibility for
children’s residential care, foster care and the council's statutory Social Work
Services. | am the line manager for the Chief Social Work Officer. | manage the
Chief Education Officer who has responsibility for school and early years, adult
education and lifelong learning. | also have responsibility for our justice services —
this includes children in conflict with the law and adults who are in custody and the
justice system. My remit includes responsibility for all parts of children’s social care.
| report to the Chief Executive of CEC. Until June 2024 that was Andrew Kerr. It is
now Paul Lawrence.

4. | have three Service Directors reporting to me as follows:-

Kathy Henwood, Service Director Children’s & Justice Services
Rose Howley, Service Director Performance, Quality & Improvement and Chief
Social Work Officer

. Jackie Reid, Service Director Education and Chief Education Officer




























































165. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

CONCLUSION

166. CEC will provide closing comments and formal closing submissions at the end of this
case study. However, | would like to take this opportunity to apologise to all the
children and young people who suffered abuse in our care. They were in our care
and we let them down.

167. Personally | feel sickened by the duration and extent of abuse which has occurred on
CEC's watch. It is made worse by the fact that CEC failed to take appropriate or
effective action to prevent further abuse from happening.

168. It is imperative that this time the lessons are learned and | personally am determined
that they will be.

SIGNED......Amanda Hatton .....

DATED...... 17" January 2025 ...
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