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L8]

two places, Howdenhall Assessment Centre and Rossie
School, but before you got there, I'll just try and get
the context.

Before your first stay in Howdenhall, because
I think you were there twice?
Yeah.
After a particularly severe beating from your step-dad,
which you tell us about at paragraphs 18 to 22 of your
statement, you were taken to a children's home in
Edinburgh?
Yeah.
I think you think you were around about 13 years of age?
Yeah, Calder Grove, yeah.
You tell us about that particular place between
paragraphs 24 and 84 of your statement, and you reckon
you were there maybe for about a year?
Roughly, aye.

Roughly. It's not important to get the precise -- and
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I think it was also a period that, while you were at
this children's home, you became separated from your
younger brother?

Yeah.

Who initially went back home and then subsequently went
to other childcare institutions?

Yeah.

From that moment on, your care journey separated, is
that right?

Yeah, roughly, yeah.
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Then you were moved to another children's home in West
Lothian for a short time?

In Bathgate, yeah, it was only for a day, well
overnight, I think it was.

I perhaps just can summarise it. You tell us at
paragraphs 85 to 91 that you think you were maybe around
14 when you went there, roughly?

Aye, probably round about that, aye.

And it meant a change of school?

Uh-huh.

But you were expelled on the first day of school. DNot
a good start perhaps?

Not a good start.
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Q.

So from there you were taken on to Howdenhall

Assessment Centre --

Yeah.

-— in the Liberton area of Edinburgh? The records we
have say that you went there when you were aged 147

I was round about that, yeah.

Again, just from records that we have seen, although you
say you thought you were there perhaps a bit longer, the
dates we have indicate you were maybe there for seven
weeks?

Aye.

I think you thought it was longer, but it may have
seemed longer at the time --

Aye, (Inaudible) obviously.

And so --

LADY SMITH: Do we have the dates for that, Mr Peoples?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I'll just give those, if I may.

The first admission was on -- according to the
records -- _ 1980, through to -198(}.
I reckon that's just under six weeks. If I've done my

arithmetic right.
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I would just like to ask you about that period, if
I may. You tell us between paragraphs 92 and 127 about
life at Howdenhall --
Yeah.
-- for you. I think that you tell us it was a locked
institution?
It was, yeah.
That's at paragraph %94. You have a memory of some
members of staff and I'll come back to some of the ones
you've mentioned. You mention some members of staff at
paragraph 98.

I'll just mention one at this stage. Someone that's
referred to as [ 2
He wasn't a priest?
No.
It was just a nickname?

It was just a name he had, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Of course, Mr Peoples, when you say Howdenhall,

you will have noticed that the heading on this section

is Liberton Assessment Centre, but it's the same place.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think at that stage it was a regional

assessment centre called Howdenhall, but it often gets
called different names, but it was the regional

assessment centre. I think officially called
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Why not?

Or you would get kicked. I mean, other kids would jump
onto yer, pack mentality, and you would suffer, you know
what I mean.

Of course, the more you try to be hard, presumably you
suffer at the hands of the staff?

Ch, aye, so you're stuck --

You're in a no-win situation?

Aye, aye. So I mean -- it's a situation, eh, it's not
quite kill or be killed, but you understand what I mean,
you know, you don't want to be locked on as soft or you
would -- people would gang up on you and beat you up.

If you acted too hard, the staff would notice you and
start beat ... so you're trying to get yourself --
You'll have heard the expression fear, fight or flight?
Yeah.

I suppose in this situation you only had two options?
Fight.

or: fear?

Aye.

Unless you absconded successfully, you couldn't fly, no?
You couldnae show fear.

Because you were in a locked environment?

Yeah.
If I go back to who we mentioned earlier,
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at 119. You describe him as one of the better members
of staff but you did say that he could be really rough
at times and you give an example, he could drag you
around?

Aye, my personal memories of was he was
rough round the edges. He was like the old uncle that
would gi' you a slap and a shout and that, but you knew
he was -- in my view, he was there for you, you know
what I mean. He was -- any time --like, later on --
We'll come to the later on, but I know why you're
telling me this ==

Aye, I mean, he'd gi' you a slap and drag you up, 'Get
up there, you', and, you know, he was strict, but in my
view I would say strict but fair, if you know what

I mean, he treated you all the same. He never -- you
know, if he had a problem, he would probably be the one
oot of them all that he would say -- and he would gi' it
straight.

Can I ask you this, 'Murphy', and I'm not asking you to
loock at it from today's eyes, but if you go back to the
time that you were in Howdenhall. You seem to me to
some extent to distinguish between a slap and a kicking,
that you put them in very different categories. One is
obviously you tolerated at the time, but obviously the

kicking was --
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It was just a punishment.

It wouldn't be the normal implement you would use to

clean stairs, would it?

No, no. But it seems to be normal because Rossie had

the same.

We can come to that.

At 123, you do tell us a little about another member

of staff, who I think we now know is deceased,

nickname was ", was 1it?

You describe him at 123 as he was Jjust
Aye, he was obviously, aye, he was ...
Why do you say that?

'Cause he was always touching you. He
especially the Wombles, what we called

Who were the Wombles?

a pervert?

was always --

the Wombles.

The Wombles were younger kids, you know, I cannae

remember their ages, and that.

You were 14 roughly, but what age would they be in

comparison?

They would be probably 9, 10, something like that.

They were the Wombles?

Well, we called them -- well, it was called the Wombles,

aye.

He would be touching these --

32
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All the time, aye, and us too, but he would have got
away wi' it but ...

You describe that this would be groping boys and
saying things about their private parts, the size of
their penis and so forth, is that the sort of things he
would be doing?

Yeah, all the time. But if you said to another staff
member, 'Oh, it's just him being him', and

Did he expose himself?

All the time.

In your presence?

Ayve. In front of everybody, aye.

When these things were happening, whenwas doing
these things, exposing and also touching or groping,
were there other members of staff present --

They'd just laugh it off. Most of the time, most of the
time, to be honest, no. It would be usually when he's
hisself, but he would do it in front of other staff
members, certain ones, and they would just laugh it off
and think it was hilarious.

At paragraph 123, you do say that everyone knew what
was like, including the staff?

Yeah. Yeah.

Is that based on they would have seen it at times, but

also it was common knowledge --
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Roughly. Yes. Don't worry about the exact time.

So you were there and you tell us about your time
there and I'm not going to deal with this in detail
today --

Aye, aye.
-- but you tell us about your time there at 128 to 152
of your written statement.

One of the points you bring out, 'Murphy', was that
you were either the youngest or one of the youngest
residents in the hostel --

Yes, yes.

-- you were aged 14 when you went in?

I was the youngest, yeah.

I think you turned 15 while you were still in there?
Aye, er --

You would have done, I think, from the dates I have
given you, don't give me your dates.

Aye, aye, aye.

As I think I explained to you before, we are focusing

today on other places, not this hostel, but there are
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B some things that happened in the community
I'm going to ask you about and I'm geoing to turn te that

Nnow.

You tell us in your statement that you ended up when

36



















































10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

community while in care, you say at 151, 'Murphy', you
put it this way:

'My experiences with Tam Paton and his men changed
me into something I didn't want to be. I became
a violent boy, when I had never been before.'
Yeah.
Is that really --
Yeah, I done armed robberies --
I don't need the detail.
Sorry, sorry.
But that was a turning point that you almost turned to
doing things -- you will tell us later on you did get
involved as an adult in violence and drugs and so forth?

Yeah. At that age, the other side of BELGUHRERRUSIIN /& s

-- it was all older guys, who then took me out to do

things and I had to become something that I wasn't.

LADY SMITH: When you say it was older guys, that's because

it was a hostel for adult men as well?
Yeah, yeah and, you know, I mean, violent crimes,
violent robberies and it was the guys in there that

would take me.

MR PEOPLES: I think the record suggests that it was

supposed to be a place for young people between the ages
of 14 and 18, but you think there were people older than

that?
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but ==

He was a long member, he was there a while. I just
cannot remember his name for the life of me.

You do say also, at 153, that the individual that
we have already spoken about this morning, mentioned the
name of Tam, but just -- you say so they all knew him or
knew about him?

Yeah.

You're saying that staff at the assessment centre were
well aware of Mr Paton?

Yeah, yeah.

Because his name came up in conversation?

Yeah, yeah.

Then you've told us, and I think you deal with this at
154, that you did get seen by the police when you were
at Howdenhall the second time and I think you were
questioned about what had happened at Mr Paton's house?
Mm~-hmm.

You say you didn't really tell them anything because you
had been warned by Tam's men.

Can I put it this way: I think you may not have told
them everything, but I think you told them something,
because you did, I think, subseguently you were lined up
to be a potential witness at the High Court trial of

Mr Paton?
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It's just to get an idea.

Roughly that.

You think you were in a place called Kintyre?

Kintyre, yeah.

What you --

Each room had different --

The dorms would have different names?

Aye.

You recall your one was Kintyre?

Aye.

Then you say that when you got there, at paragraph 164,
you were shown something that you had never come across
before, bed blocks?

Yeah.

Making bed blocks?

Yeah.

You say you were told that if you didn't do things
properly after having two or three days at doing the bed
blocks, that the whole room or dorm would receive

a punishment?

Yeah.

Who told you that; do you remember?

Just staff, just staff members, any staff member would

tell you the same.

You don't recall the name of , you say,
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but describe him as a big guy, kind of balding with
brown hair, ex-military and you think that all the staff
in there certainly seemed of that background or type?
Yeah.

In the way they behaved, anyway?

Yeah.

You refer to someone who seems to have had a nickname

called ", is it?

HGO FERVEEYM

Who you think was maybe ? That's at
165.

I think so, aye.

You also mentioned a person who was in charge of your
particular dorm, who your recollection is that he was
stern and wore tweed?

Yeah, that's ...

That's your memory of it, 166, you say this.

I don't need his name at this stage, but you mention
there was a PE instructor and we'll come back to him,
but you can remember his name, you think, his surname.

You also mention a guy --

I'm sure he was , the PE instructor.
Yes, that is what you say.
Then there was someone that was known by the

nickname 'EEEl o
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A.

zGBI yes.

r

There was also another member of I think was it the

night staff who was called "?

Aye.

LADY SMITH: It seems obvious where the "

nickname would have come from, but what about
Because he would try and beat you up and if you went
back to him, he would back off 'til there was another

staff there and then he would deal with you, so that's

A.

Yeah.

MR PEQPLES: That would always be the nickname the boys

would use?

Aye, just nicknames, just ...

In fact, you say, as far as your recollection is, is
that the only decent staff there in your estimation were
the gardener and his wife, you felt they were okay?

They were more than okay, actually.

Okay, well, in what way?

I'm kind of going off subject here, but it was years
later that I went back up to do a delivery wi' a lorry
and he just appeared and he was in tears. He recognised

me right away. Er, just he couldn't believe that
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Presumably by the stage that you were in Rossie and
other boys -- a lot of these boys had been in the care
system for some time --

Aye, all over the place.

-- and had been to the sort of places you had been to?
Yeah, yeah.

They were very much part of the system?

Yeah, yeah.

Did you know any of the others when you were there?
One or two.

From --

One or two, yeah.

-- previous settings?

Yeah, one or two.

You tell us a bit more about at 173. You
say he was a member of staff who would make boys do
random things like digging trenches and then getting
them to fill them back in again, which you describe as
pointless and daft.

Just looking back, why do you think he would be
seeing the value in making you do that? Did they ever
explain the purpose of this?

No, they explained anything, purpose or nothing. I
mean, you just done what you were told, erm ...

It doesn't sound like education or training to me?
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I just want to pick up something that you use as an
example of what you have in mind at 193 of your
statement.

Can you remember this occasion? It was to do with
something happening at the swimming pool?
Aye.
Can you just tell us about that?
Erm, we were took into the swimming pool and somebody
and the ... gAY made us go in and take the boy out,
but wee Norrie couldnae swim, so he chucked him in and
I had to get the two o' them. Erm, of course at the

time we thought he was dead, 'cause_

-, erm, but -- I thought Norrie was going to die

as well.

I think you tell us that the reason that --

The pool was deep, you know what I mean? It wasnae

a shallow pool. It was a deep pool.

You tell us the reason that was given at the time for
the PE teacher himself not to do anything was that he
'wasn't going in to get the wee bastard'?

Aye.

Is that what was said?

Yeah.

He wasn't going to get his clothes wet?
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'I'm not going to get wet to get that wee bastard.’
Was it obvious the boy was in distress?

But was it a deliberate attempt by the boy to take his
own life?

To take his own life.

Have you any idea why he got to that point?

'Cause he was being bullied, 'cause the wee boy was
getting bullied.

While he was in Rossie?

Aye. He was getting -- he was one of the boys that --
well, that the night staff was sexually abusing.

Then you give us another example of something that
happened when you were in the kitchens doing kitchen
duties, that you say that you and another boy dropped
some tins and , who was in the kitchen,
saw something happening and asked who the other boy had
been who had been involved in dropping the pans, and

I think you refused to tell him?

Yeah.

He was wanting his name, was he?

Yeah.

What did he do?

He made me hold out like a large size of beans and hold

that out in front of me for as long as I could and just
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to ... you know, it's like people say, 'Oh, if you
cannae look me in the eyes, you're lying', a lot of
times I cannae look you in the eyes because ... Jjust ..
it's just, you know, it's still in there, eh.

I think you say that at 196 that there was an occasion
when you saw, you recall a wee laddie getting battered
so badly you had to jump on top of him to give him

a break from the battering. You stepped in, did you?

LADY SMITH: Is that the boy you referred to earlier as one

of the ones you protected?

No, that was -- what kicked this off was that guy in
particular is now in Carstairs, and it was -- just

a guick background. What happened was I ended up in
court and I had to get assessed with a thingmy and the
guy that assessed me had been looking for me, erm,
because he'd a patient in Carstairs and I've obviously

HWD

kept my nickname (several inaudible words) and it

turns out that's who that boy was.

LADY SMITH: When you say Carstairs, you are referring to

the state hospital?
Yeah, now. At, yeah, now. Yeah, he's in there now.
But it's just that what started this kinda full thing

off and, aye, they were jumping on him and everything.

MR PEOPLES: You say he was a wee laddie, was he one of the

pets?
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Was the door locked?

Yeah.

To get to the toilet you had to ask for permission?
Okay, so presumably you couldn't always hold on all
night?

You had to pee out the window.

Out the window?

Aye.

If you actually wet the bed itself?

Oh, they would --

What happened?

Just humiliate you and the staff would dub you

'pissy bed' for the full day and everybody was to call
you 'pissy bed'. It was humiliating.

You say at 199 that in fact your recollection is that
the staff themselves were encouraging boys to make

fun --

Oh, aye, staff encouraged boys to bully all the time,
wi' different things and -- in fact the staff were more
immature than us, I think.

You also have a section starting at 201, which tells us
a little bit about what you describe as the cells at
Rossie. You have a recollection of there being padded

and unpadded cells?
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If you wanted to go to the toilet?

You could bang the door and if they came, they came. If
they didnae, you had to pee in the corner or do toilet
in the corner and then they would beat the shit out of
you for doing that and fling buckets of cold water over
you.

Okay, how long could you end up spending in the cells?
Days.

Days. You say that you saw that as a punishment
clearly, is that what it was as far as --

It was part of your punishment.

Sorry, I was going to say, you saw that bit as a
punishment, but then there was more punishment to come,
was there?

Ch, aye.

Because you say, I think at 204, that when you got out
of the cell, you were then taken to
and got a further punishment?

Yes.

You describe what would happen on these occasions, that
you'd be held face down to a table --

You'd be held down at a table wi' your arms, one staff's
there, one staff's there, push your head down and you
had to put your ear on a knot on the wood, on the table,

and they would go and get the belt.
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No?

No.

Didn't know that either?

No.

I don't suppose you were told you had wvarious rights and
there were various rules?

No, we had no rights.

There were no rights as far as you were concerned?

No.

Were these the days when everything was a privilege that
you had to earn and could be taken away?

Oh, aye, aye.

Okay.

I mean, even playing a game of football it was

a privilege.

I want you to tell me now, and I'm sure this isn't easy
to say, but you tell us a bit about something that
happened on the death of your sister, an anniversary of
the death of your sister. You say you were quite down
on that occasion. I think it inveolved something that
was said by . Are you able to tell or do
you want me to read it out?

Aye. No, it's all right.

Can you tell us what happened?

Er, he just said that she died, you know, even she

89



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

didnae care about you and, ken, you're that bad and she
died to get away fae you. Er, and of course I lost the
head.

You reacted, because you struck him with a shovel?

Aye.

You say that the upshot was that you got a kicking for
that?

I didnae half, aye.

From staff?

Mm—hrmm.

You say, I think, one of the other boys tried to help,
but it didn't make any difference?

No.

You heard something along the lines of staff saying,
'"Calm him down', and you said that meant you were golng
to get an injection?

Aye.

If we go on about this particular occasion, at
paragraph 206, you tell us that you were injected and
you remember feeling woozy and then you were taken to
the cells, stripped and left there and you think it was
for a period of days?

Yeah.

Then you say you were taken to the office to get
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A,

Mm~-hmm.

You think you got quite a lot of stripes that day; is
that right?

I did, aye.

You tell us you still have faint scars on your lower
back from that?

I have, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry, I don't need to go into the

A.

details, but am I right thinking that the sister who
died was quite a bit younger than you, she was quite
a young child.

She was only months.

MR PEOPLES: That wasn't the end of the matter, was it?

Because you tell us at 207 that after you had got the
punishment from , you got a further
kicking from other members of staff, is that right?
Yeah.

And that involved punching, kicking, stamping to the
point that you had blood coming from your mouth, face
and you say you had a broken arm?

Yeah.

And that you were taken to hospital?

Mm—hmm.

How did the staff explain your injuries?

They said I'd been jumped by the other boys.

Sl
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Oh, it was, aye.

Then you also tell us a bit about what went on during
the night time, when the night staff were on duty. Can
I just take you to that, starting at paragraph 211, you
say there would be occasions when all the boys in the
dorm would be woken up in the early hours, 2.00 or 3.00
in the morning, with the lights being put on and told to
stand at the bottom of their beds?

Yeah.

What was the point of that?

Because if you had an erection, they would hit it wi'

a wooden spoon. They thought it was hilarious.

Was this for staff entertainment?

It was night staff, aye.

What was the purpose of it?

You tell me. I've nae idea.

Did they seem to get some entertainment out it?

They seemed to, aye.

Then you tell us a bit about the night watchman that was
nicknamed and, indeed, another night
watchman that was on duty. You say that they would
sometimes pull boys out of bed at night and take them
downstalirs to a room, where they would touch, feel and
grope them.

You say you saw these night staff take boys from
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Indeed you say though that one of them would be touching
himself at the same time, so I think we can infer that
there was some degree of sexual gratification going on
by the staff member concerned, that's obvious, is it
not?

Obviously, yeah.

You say that you fought back on one occasion, or at
least you mention one night where you did fight back and
protest, at 214 of your statement. When the matter was
looked into, staff's position was you had attacked them?
Aye.

You say that you were pinned to the floor by staff
members, dragged to the cells face first, and by the
time you got to the cells, you were covered in blood and
you were left there a couple of days and then taken to
. This is the way it seems to be --
Yeah.

-- that these things would play out. You say you did
actually tell him what had gone on, is that right?

Yeah, tried to tell him. I was called a liar.

He called you a liar?

Aye.

Then you got the belt?

The belt again, aye, back to the cells that time.

You have told us about staff pets -- I'm not going back
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have to be taken to a local place and Howdenhall was the
obvious place?
Yeah.
You went there. I would just like to ask you just what
happened there, because I think you tell us a bit about
that in your statement from 220 onwards.

I think, when you got to Howdenhall, you were put in
a cell?
Yeah.
When you were there, you saw ?
Aye.
Initially?
Aye.
From what I understand, and correct me if I'm wrong, you
tell us that he saw the bruises and he saw your arm was
bandaged up and you at that stage were lying in the
floor of the cell in a ball shaking, that's, I think,
how you remember it?
I remember him -- I remember hearing his voice, because
the cells in the assessment centre was -- it was a metal
door, but it wasnae like a big thick metal door thing.
I could hear like -- I could hear footprints, I could
hear his voice coming and, er, I think I felt kinda glad
it was him.

And then he shouted my name, you know, 'You wee
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shite', ken, you know, his usual, UL loud and

blah, blah, blah, but when he opened the door and he
looked at me ... and I thought it must be bad, er, and
I was all covered in bruises and I was obviously
thingmy-ed up.
You disclosed to him, because he did ask you, how did
you come by these, didn't he, and you say in your
statement that you told him how you got them and you
also told him about the injections that you've told us
about?
Yes.
You say:

'I told him and he couldn't believe it.'
Aye, he couldn't believe it. He was raging obviously.
I heard a lot of shouting. I don't know what was going
on.
Just slow down, just so I can get the sequence.
Sorry, sorry.
You've had this discussion, you've disclosed to him and
then at some point, I think, if I understand what
happened next, is that at some point staff from Rossie
came to Howdenhall to get you, to take you back?
Aye. They came to Howdenhall to get me back, yeah.
You say that they -- did they come to the cell and you

say that they were shouting, screaming and started to
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batter you?

They were punching and kicking me and they were trying
to get the shack -- they injected me to calm me down,
they said. They tried to put ... it's like
shackles-style things on me to hold me down and take me

and Dl went off his head, er, and ...

You are describing a sort of confrontation between
and the staff?

Aye, 1t was.

It was outside the cell about what was going on?

No, it was inside, inside the cell.

Or inside, sorry. Then you say something was said along
the lines by that there were three grown
men and that you were just a 15-year-old laddie, was
something like that said?

Aye, it was, yeah.

So was really angry at that point,
confronted them about both injuries and injections,
that's your memory?

Yeah, yeah.

He was basically saying something along the lines of:
there's no need to do what you're doing just now, you
don't need shackles or chains or whatever it is --
Three grown men and they're putting shackles on a wee

boy.
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He also said you needed something to eat?

Aye, 1t was before I went --

He insisted that you were taken from the cell to get
something to eat before you left?

Yeah.

Then I think you say that you were taken back to Rossie
in cuffs by the staff, Rossie staff?

I was taken downstairs and the staff was -- had me down
and, like, when you went into the hall of the assessment
centre, er, everybody was there, all the boys and

girls -- sorry.

Er, as you went into that hall, it was like three
steps down to where the tables were and everybody went
guiet. Ezrm, and I could hear the whispers and
I couldnae get down the stairs properly, so they Jjust
lifted me down. They Jjust grabbed me and chucked me
down and made them take the cuffs off me so
I could eat and everybody was just -- the place was so
quiet, so like everybody was just looking at me and
I was trying to eat and I was like, 'What am I going to
do here?', and I heard people mentioning my name and who
I was and in fact I think it was the first time my wife
saw me, because my wife was in care as well.

I take it normally that particular dining hall wouldn't

have been a silent place?
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No, no, 'cause it was for -- like the boys and girls
were all together.

Then you say on the way back to Rossie you got more of
a battering?

Ayve, I got battered.

Then you went to the cells, as you've described before,
for a period and then you were battered when you were
there, when the staff came in and you also got the belt
from . Very much along the lines of
what you said happened on other occasions?

Aye.

Is that right?

Yeah.

You tell us at paragraph 228, 'Murphy', that there were
other times when you ran away after this, with some
other boys, but you were invariably caught by the police
and taken back. Now, you tell us that -- you have
already told us about you have tried in various places
on the various occasions to report things to people.
You say that you did tell the police what staff at
Rossie were doing, but they did nothing?

They didnae do anything, no. I'll be honest with you,
I said they seemed to be interested, but nothing ever
happened. There was local police that we spoke to.

Strangely, as you tell us in your statement, there came
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a point, you say quite some months after you had been at
Rossie, that maybe rather unexpectedly things changed
for the better one day, just out of the blue. That's at
23272

Yeah.

You say that staff -- their attitude changed and they
made more of an effort and the regular beatings stopped
and you say the place went from being totally regimented
to being a bit more relaxed?

It was weird, aye.

You say it was weird. Did you ever work out why that
might have been the case?

It was after what happened to me down in the thingmy, so
I assumed personally that it was something to do with
MTM , but I don't know. 'Cause obviously he had
to put a report in or something in to say, you know,
what had happened. I mean, they couldn't hide it. The
other kids were in the room when I came down in
shackles. I was dozy. I was ... trying to eat, trying
to do everything and the bruises on me, so -- and
everybody saw me.

Your belief is, or at least --

I don't know.

You don't know for certain, but you think that it's

possible an explanation might be that ,
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after what you've told us about, had said something --

A. Surely there would have been some kind of reporting at
some point. I do know -- I mean, going back to that
time in the court with the psychiatric report, I can't
remember what you call them --

LADY SMITH: This was the psychiatrist that came from
Carstairs?

A. Yeah, he told me that he drew up a report on Rossie Farm
and, you know, he had a long connection with
Rosslie Farm.

MR PEOPLES: The psychologist?

A. Psychologist, psychiatrist.

Q. Psychiatrist, sorry.

A. I don't know. It was just when I saw him when I was
going to court for something else years later, and he'd
been trying -- he was an all right old guy {(Inaudible),
he said, 'Well, look, I've been ... you know, your
name's come up so many times with these two guys', and
one of the guys in special is the guy I jumped on top
of, erm, and he said that he had wrote a report on
Rossie Farm. So I don't know. I don't know. So many
things I don't know. That and . And that's
what I put it down to, I don't know.

Q. Whatever happened, there was a change?

A. There was a total change.
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I do so, some names of people whose identities are
protected by my General Restriction Order, so they're
not to be identified as referred to in our evidence

outside this room.

There's , RO, somebody ,
;and a boy, or he was a boy at

the time, called-who was in care alongside

"Murphy'.

MR PEOPLES: I think there may also have been occasional
mention of a nickname for the applicant. I think he
mentioned it once and also I think he may have mentioned
his own name once.

I'm just reminding your Ladyship just to reemphasise
the point that you have made. I'm not sure whether
there were any other young people -- yes, he did mention
some boys by name that he --

LADY SMITH: The only one I picked up was-.

MR PEOPLES: I think he certainly mentioned that. It is
just to remind that there were other names that would
obviously be protected as well, just so that if people
are in any doubt.

LADY SMITH: Anyone who was in care has their identity
protected in this case study and also this applicant can

only be referred to as 'Murphy' outside this room.
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home, yes. Before my brother's death, my father had
sort of chased both brothers out of the house and they
were both living away from home and it was an exXtremely
rough time for me as well, you know.

Was this around the time your father had his accident?
It was after he had his accident.

But not long after?

Not long. He was still in recovery.

You tell us in the next section of your statement about
your time at the remand home, around 137072

Yes.

You tell us about that between paragraphs 29 and 55 of
your statement. I'm not going to ask you about that
today, because we're focusing on other places, but you

can take it there is evidence, and we're aware of what

you have told us about it, EEEeULERLEUTIHERSCRERIIEIELIEIC

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Q.

I think in those days -- you moved from the remand home
to Craiginches Prison?

Yes.

I think in those days there was a legislation that
allowed the courts to issue an unruly certificate, which
would permit a young person under 16 to be sent to

an adult prison?

Yes.

That's what happened to you?

Yes. It was through the court, I was taken to Juvenile

Court, back to the court and then taken to Craiginches,
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Yes.

Was there any support staff on call --

None, no, nothing.

-- or anything like that? No, no, just one person?

One person.

For the whole school?

Yes, for the whole school.

The whole training school?

Before I went there, the night watchman had been clubbed
by one of the inmates and there was a big court case and
all the rest of it.

But this is a training school?

Yes, this is a training school.

What was the situation in the MacDonald wing? Was there
one --—

Those were all locked. You were locked in your room at
night.

Yes, but was there night staff?

I think it was , sorry, it was the same man
that came --

He was covering both?

Yeah. They just had a peek in, you know. If there was
any trouble they obviocusly had a number to phone and
someone would come in with a second key --

If there was a --
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Correct.
-- grade or point on the grade or you could move up or
down?
That was Jjust your weekly sort of -- you got to the end
of the week without getting in trouble, you could get
out on Saturday. If you messed it up, you wouldn't get
out until the next Saturday, unless you were bad again,
you know.

Actual -- to go through the grades they had
a meeting every month and everybody was on tenterhooks
waiting to see if they had moved forward in their grade
at the end of the month.
Almost like a two-tier system about whether you moved
from one grade to another was reviewed every so often?
It was every month.
But separately every week they would look at your
points --
At the end of the week, yes.
-- and depending on your score, you might have
privileges like going on a trip to Montrose on
a Saturday or something else?
Yes. Yes.
Or you might be denied it?

Yes.
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LLIY ?
Yes, that's correct, yeah.
Did he have a nickname?

call him, you know.
think, by then?
Yes.

You alsc tell us that - was known by the boys

LLZ ELLZ , yes.

Who you describe as being big, in his 50s, gquite smartly
dressed, military-like. You think he was ex-RAF?
Yeah, big man, yes.

Smoked a pipe?

Yes.

I think you add, I think, is that he was mad, did you
say?

He was a vindictive man, yes.

And do you know why he got the name ?

Because that's what he did. He'd give you a good old
-. _, I think, was a character from
back in the day.

Then you tell us that there was another member of staff

who was a handyman, driver, and was his nickname
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You say he was a big bully?

Yeah, he was a bully, yeah. He kept in with the
big-built guys, you know, and he sorta used them to do
his little bit of bullying and control. He was very
immature.

He was?

Yes, in his attitude, vyeah.

Because I think the way you put it in paragraph 82 is
that he used to get the older boys to beat up the
younger ones?

Yes.

He used them as a sort of --

Yeah, a little gang --

A gang to keep control and --

It was all cliques in there, between the staff and the
pupils.

You also mention a night watchman, at paragraph 82, who
you describe as a pervert. We'll maybe come to him

a bit more, but that was ?

Yeah.

Did he have any nickname other than --

GQE , that's what we all called him.

Did he have a hearing problem?
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younger boys.

I take it it wouldn't be beyond the bounds that if you
are out on home leave or in Montrose or something, you
would bring back cigarettes?

Ch, yes.

Were there searches?

No, there was no restriction on it. You could have any
amount within reason, you know.

You say that obviously boys -- assuming you weren't on
grade 5, presumably -- would be allowed out on

a Saturday but you recall that that was perhaps after
they'd been at Rossie for a period of time?

Yes, you had to be over grade 2 before you started to be
able to go there.

So you really had to earn that privilege, if you like?
Yes, yes.

As far as bed wetting is concerned, you tell us a little
bit about that at 109/110. You say that boys who wet
the bed were treated well enough by staff, but would be
ridiculed by other boys, is that --

Yeah, a little bit of teasing but there was a dormitory
for those. They were all kept in one dormitory and they
were prompted to get up at certain periods during the

night by Mr .

Right, but you still remember ridicule of boys?
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You say on one of the occasions you ran away, , as
he was known, asked you why. You say you told him and
did that mean you told him what was going on, what was
happening to you?

I can't take it any more, I've had it.

But you say he took no action as far as you were aware?
No, not at all.

But you say, I think, on that occasion -- because we'll
come to another occasion -- that he listened, he didn't
give you any punishment --

The first time I ran away, he didn't punish me, correct,
'cause my father took me back, so I had basically went
back under my own volition. I wasn't caught by the
police.

If you were caught by the police then you would end
up in Juvenile Court and then be taken back. But if you
went back of your own volition or if they had caught
you, because you were under their custody, that was
fine. But if the police caught you, then they had to
put you to court before they could put you back.

I suppose that was an administrative nuisance for the
school, was it?

Mm—hmm.

Just another problem for them?

Yeah.
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You say that on that occasion, but it was rather
different the next time you ran away, was it not,
because you tell us about that at paragraph 119, I think
it is, thatanddid punish you on
that occasion?
Yes, yes.
They didn't do it just once, they gave you four
punishments?
Yeah.
We'll just go through them.

I think the first one was you say you were given the
Lochgelly strap or tawse?
Yeah.
You were also locked in a cell?
Yes.
You were also given one month in the MacDonald wing,
because you were in the training school so you were
moved to the secure wing?
Yes.
Fourthly, you were put on grade 5, punishment grade?
Yes.
I think your point is you got four punishments for
running away, one offence?
Yes.

Whereas I think your understanding of the rules is that

181



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

b

(]

it was that you should be punished only once --
That's correct, yes.

-- for a single offence?

Yes.

Now, as far as corporal punishment is concerned, you
tell us that I think it's this occasion when you ran
away a second time, was it?

Correct.

That you were taken -- is it to the office?

The cells.

To the cells. Sorry. Is that where you got belted?
Yes.

You say that on this occasion, it was ,
NWAN that belted you, is that right?

always dealt out the belt. [HAg stood and
watched.

He was the witness?

Well, he was _who should have been

administering it, 'cause that's something else that was

taken into law. It was -who should

deal out corporal punishment.

But on this occasion there were two of them,

No, I take your point.
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LADY SMITH: Did it have tails?

A. Just the two.

LADY SMITH: It had tails.

MR PEOPLES: I think you are effectively saying that this
was an example of excessive corporal punishment as well
in the way it was administered, because you tell us
I think that as a result of this punishment, you say
your backside and thighs were swollen and that you were
locked up in the cells for a few days until the swelling
went down?

A. Correct.

Q. Was that the reason why you were there?

A. I would imagine so, yes.

Q. You say that while you were there, you had your meals
there, you had what you call a piss pot?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you weren't allowed exercise?

A. That's correct.

Q. Was it on this occasion that you were put to the
MacDonald wing, I think you've said?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. Now, you tell us a little bit about that, at
paragraphs 123 to 124. You actually say that Mr ,
who was in charge of the MacDonald wing, you got on

extremely well with him?
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Very fair man, yeah.

You felt he was very fair, but you tell us that he could
see what was going on at Rossie. I take it you mean in
the training school, as I call it?

He didn't spend -- his days were in the block. He
administered the block. You would see him pass through.
He didn't actually spend any time with the boys in the
open unit.

No, but you think he had a good idea what was happening
in the open unit?

I don't know.

Don't know. But you say that when you went back to the
open unit, things started to change for you at least and
the sort of abuse --

Mr took me to his office and told me, he said,
'Good news, you're going back to the open unit'.

I immediately asked him if I could stay in the closed
block, because for me it was a safer place and he
couldn't understand it. He asked me a few things, why

I wanted to stay and I told him that it was safer for me

to be there than to go over there.

LADY SMITH: Did you explain why it was safer?

A.

Not in exact words, but I just said I didn't get on very
well with the boys, it's much safer and, of course,

while I was there, I had perfect reports. I never had
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they would pass it on to the boys.

Now, you say that and treated some

of the boys horrifically at paragraph 133. You have

told us about the excessive corporal punishment occasion

that you experienced when you ran away the second time.
Apart from that, why do you say that? What sort of

treatment are we talking about here?

Boys told me they were physically beaten up by him.

By who?

By [

what about Mr [IRINEG-

He was stood by, he was always a watcher.

He wasn't really a doer in that sense, was he, then from

what you have been told?

was the main disher outer. He was like the heavy

Did you ever experience this? I know you told us of the

belting but did you ever have --

Just verbally, you know, Jjust bringing the school down,

running away and getting --

Were you ever punched or kicked or slapped by RN or

anyone?

Not by him. I was hit by the Lochgelly, I was never --

Okay, but you were told by other boys that was

kicking or slapping or punching?

182



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

When I was in MacDonald wing, the school used to go
every year to Loch -- Glenprosen, Glenmarkie Lodge, and
they had a camp, a big house there, and they used to go
walking and while they were there, the Aberdeen boys,
some of them, broke into the local shooting lodge and
caused a big stramash, police involved and all the rest
of it. And they were -- they were -- had the shit
kicked out of them, beg my pardon.

By whom?

Because they caused a major incident?

Yeah, the police were inveolved. It caused a big
disruption up there. They were taken back and locked up
in the cells. We didn't see them for days and days,
until they'd healed. And they said they'd been given

severe beatings, physical beatings.

From —-

Yes.

M ==

From [BF4aM from , and a couple of the other
staff.

So you are telling us that what you heard, and you have

referred to this particular instance as well, that there

was a situation where at least Mr , Mr

and some other members of staff, at least at times would
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To use a toothbrush?

To use a toothbrush, and when the person went to use the
toothbrush, they would be stopped from using it, if

I remember correctly.

I suppose i1f you are using a toothbrush, it's maybe not
so much of a joke if you're the user?

No, but like I say --

Now, you tell us a little bit more about the night
watchman, , who I think was described as

a pervert by you in an earlier part of the statement and
you tell us that he would stand and stare at boys with
his hands in his pockets?

Yes.

You say ingratiating himself while watching the boys in
the showers. I think we can work out he was getting
some sexual gratification from watching, some sort of
voyeurism?

Yeah, very intimidating man.

You also say at 136, I think, that he went further than
that, that he would rub up against boys as well?

Yeah, stand behind you.

You said he did that to you?

Yeah, yeah.

You saw him doing it to other boys?

Yeah. He would ask boys if they masturbated and things.
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them all. So you now must be exhausted and I hope you
are able to have a restful evening and you get home
safely. I think the weather is okay outside at the
moment, despite the cold.

A. Thank you very much, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Before I rise, some names again of people whose

identities mustn't be disclosed as referred to in our

evidence outside this room.

LLz AN, who I think was [ , and

GQE , also referred to as . I think that
was all.

MR PEOPLES: I think it was. But obviously if any young
person's names were mentioned --

LADY SMITH: I don't think they were, but if they were, they
must be --

MR PEOPLES: -- or the person's real name. I don't think it
was, but just as a warning to those listening.

LADY SMITH: And that is us until tomorrow morning, when we
start with a witness in person again, I think, don't we?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think you'll have a different person on
the lectern but -- fortunately!

LADY SMITH: Thank you for today, Mr Peoples.
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