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so I won't go through that.
At paragraph 10, he talks about the headmaster being

in charge and the headmaster lived on site in a house

I o remembers a Mr
who was and ex-military. He says at
paragraph 10 about Mr

'He'd tell you what he wanted done and if you didn't
do it, he gave you a clout.’

He also mentions a teacher there called
Mr [elelg] , who worked in the classrooms.

He says at that time Howdenhall was for boys only
and he tells us there was a boy there who was only 9 or
10 and was there because his mum had died and he was
left on his own and that was the only place they had to
put him.

Ian says at paragraph 12 he didn't know how long he
was going to be there for and everyone he spoke to
talked about leaving at 16 and he didn't understand what
an assessment centre was for.

He said that Mr ran one of the
houses and that there were two houses for boys.

At paragraph 14, Ian says:

'Other boys in Howdenhall were in the same situation
as me. A lot were caught breaking into houses or shops.

They'd been shoplifting. You had to be in there for

115






10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

He says where he was from and where another boy was
from, and he says:

'Back then there was a gang culture.'

He mentioned this boy, he says:

'He was older than me by a couple of years. He gave
me a hard time throughout my time in Howdenhall. He
came over and skelped me. The staff didn't see it
happen.'

He names him.

He says that at that time they had individual rooms
in a corridor and the rooms had glass partitions so
staff could see in, but it used to be a dormitory and
they'd partitioned the rooms off and he says that he had
no real privacy.

At paragraph 18, he says:

'Mr was in charge of the boys in my group and
he woke us up early in the morning. We had to make our
beds, clean our room, stand at the door and the staff
checked our rooms. If your room was okay, you'd go down
for breakfast. Then we had to stand in a line at the
top of the stairs and Mr[Niifwould shout if there was
something found in a bedroom that shouldn't have been
there. Then he'd take you into the room and give you
a shouting at. We had to fold our bedclothes in

a certain way and if you didn't, he'd shout and tell you

117



how stupid you were.

'One of the other residents had shown me how to fold
them and he'd been told to show me what to do. His room
was always perfect. He'd been in Howdenhall for a good

while and he knew how to do it. We were told that's how
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we had to be before we went anywhere and if you weren't
you'd get skelped.

'Wie were locked in our bedrooms at night. If you
needed the toilet in the night you had to ring a bell
for a member of staff to come and let you out.

'T wet my bed and I didn't want anyone to know.
Staff made a loud announcement about it. When I went
down for breakfast the other boys knew about it and
they'd pass remarks and call me names. The staff said
if they did that it would make sure I wouldn't wet the
bed again. We were punished by having to take our
sheets off to put in the washing basket. Mr [Njjused
to make me carry the sheets up to the laundry area in
front of everyone. I had to say in front of everyone
"I won't wet the bed again”. He physically punished us
too, with a slap over the head or on the jaw or
a punch.'

He talks about the food being like school meals, but
he says he was always hungry. There wasn't enough food

and part of the punishment was to be hungry, but he
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never saw any force feeding.

He talks at paragraph 23 about showering and he says
they got a shower at night and Mr supervised them
getting washed, but there was no privacy.

He talks about being given clothes to wear and his
own clothes being taken away and put in a box. He then
talks about schooling from paragraph 25 and says:

'After breakfast we got sent to the classrooms.
That's when I met Mr . Mrwas the
teacher. He called me a dumbo in front of the rest of
the class. He was trying to get me to write things and
because I couldn't do it he slapped me and gave me the
belt. That was on the day after I arrived. That was
how he ran the classroom. He didn't just do it with me,
he did it to other boys too. I thought I was going to
get help with reading and writing.

'Mr used the tawse. He treasured it. You
had to stand in front of the class and put your hands
out. They'd get three or four on each hand. I got
a few on that first day in class. Then you went back to
your desk and I couldn't hold the pencil after the
belting on my hand. The teacher had no time for me. He
just put me at the back of the class with some
plasticine and told me not to annoy anyone. There was

no effort to try to help me.'
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with. There was no television. We were Jjust told to
stay in our bedroom and we were locked in at night.

'"We weren't allowed any personal possessions and if
you got caught with a pencil out of the classroom they'd
throw you into a room. They put that kind of fear in
you that if you were caught with anything you'd spend
time in the room or you went to
office and got put over the chair. Getting belted over
the bare backside wasn't a one-off. Other people had it
as well.'

He then talks about his mum visiting him and said
that they had to sit by the head's office with two
chairs facing each other and the head would be in his
office with the door open and it meant they couldn't
speak freely.

He then tells us about his social worker coming
a couple of times. He says at paragraph 39:

'I saw her by myself. I told her about Howdenhall
and what it was like and getting belted. She said it
was just how the place was run and I wouldn't be there
for long as I was going somewhere else scon. She
thought it was a legitimate way to treat me.’

He then tells us that he ran away --

(Pause)

MS FORBES: My Lady, Ian goes on to tell us about running
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away from paragraph 41, he says:

'I ran away a couple of times.'

He says the police caught him three days later in
his mum's house, tock him back to Howdenhall. The
police handed him over and then he goes on to tell us at
paragraph 41:

'told me to take my trousers off and
bend over a chair. I had to take my pants off too.
SNR hit me on the bare buttocks with a belt.

Mr [} was alsc in the room.

' told me I wouldn't run away again.
I was pretty sore for a while until I ran away again for
a couple of days. I got the same treatment the next
time. The police picked me up again and took me back.
The police asked me why I ran away and I told them I was
going to get hit with a belt if I went back, but they
just handed me back over. Back then the belt was legal
and that was the way of the world.'

He then talks about abuse at Howdenhall from
paragraph 43:

'"After I got the belt for running away, I was stuck
in a room upstairs with no clothes on. I was left there
for two or three days with no clothes. It was part of
the punishment. They did it to a few people. It wasn't

just me. It was used as a punishment and it wasn't just

123



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

for running away.

'It was a square room at the end of the dormitories
with a glass window for the staff to look in at us. It
was like a prison cell. I was locked in there by
Mr and the secure door was banged shut. There were
scratches on the back of the door and writing on the
wall. There were bars on the window. I had to take all
my clothes off and leave them at the door of the cell.

'I slept naked in that locked room for two or three
days. There was no mattress and I was given one
blanket. I was let out when they'd finished punishing
me for running away. I got some food that the staff
brought me. It was just basic stuff like a sandwich.
That happened after the both times I ran away.

'"They started doing that with me when I got back to
the dormitory. I had to leave my clothes at the door as
I wasn't allowed clothes in my room. That was because
I'd run away. I had to strip my clothes off in front of
everybody and go back into my room. I had to strip in
front of other boys. I didn't have pyjamas to wear.

'T was put in that secure room a couple of times for
fighting and it wasn't even my fault. It happened to
other boys too. I heard them screaming. I heard them
being battered or hit by the staff. That could be by

any member of staff.
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was there longer, but he does know he was there on more
than one occasion and he says that he was put into the
junior section of the centre.

He says at paragraph 10:

'"We didn't have watches or anything like that. We
just did what they told us to do. That was really the
structure in place. It was a horrible place. All
I remember is grief and hardship in there. My
experience in the other places I went to after Liberton
were completely different. They were nothing in
comparison.'

He tells us about staff and he says Mr McKiernan was
the headmaster. He was Irish and had big white teeth.

At paragraph 13, he mentions and says

he was a big guy who locked after them and that '

was his nickname, _ He thinks he was

called that because of his stature and because he was
a_ He also mentions a PTI instructor
there.

At paragraph 15, he says:

'Mr QUM was another staff member. I didn't know his
name when I was there. I later found out that he was
called I learnt that when I reported him to
the police. He was an evil man. He could have been my

allocated member of staff. He seemed to be the member
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of staff who paid the most attention to me throughout my
stay.'

He says he doesn't remember any staff offering him
support after he became tearful or emotional, but he
says at paragraph 16:

'Mrid do that, but I know now that there were
other motives there.'

He says:

'You were dependent on the other boys for help.
There was a lot of bullying came off of the back of
that. The bullies would ask for your pudding or your
sweetlies or something in return for helping you out.'

He talks about his arrival at Howdenhall and the
routine from paragraph 18 and says that the doors when
he arrived was locked behind him and he remembers the
noise. He says:

'Everybody was shouting. It was like walking into
a hall where there was noise everywhere. I was guiet
and timid when I went in. I went to see the headmaster.
I was then shown around. I think it was the headmaster
who did that. It was a man in a suit. My social worker
was there. I was introduced to the staff. The social
worker then said "I'm away" and that was kind of it.

I was told I would get tea later on and shown to my

room. '
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He talks about being tearful on his first night and
trying to keep quiet because there were other people in
the room and being wary of what was going on.

He talks about getting up in the morning and says
that would open the door and shout, 'Right'.
Then he tells us about the routine there and then he
says later on in the day someone would should, 'Right,
bed', and they all had to go to bed and they'd be in
their dorms and the door would be locked and lights
would be out at a certain time.

He talks about the dormitories being upstairs. He
says they were all juniors and they had to make and
change their own beds and they had to be made the way
that they wanted them to and to be kept tidy.

He tells us that the food was okay, but he says at
paragraph 25:

'They used you to force you to eat the veg. I never
like brussel sprouts as a kid. I remember bowking as
they tried to make me eat them. If you didn't eat them
you would get a slap across the head and forced to
finish it."'

He doesn't remember getting any schooling there. He
says there was no education, it was mostly just tidying
up and activities.

At paragraph 28, he says there was no timetable.
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You were told where to go and what you'd be doing and he
can't remember any lessons or classroom. It was
football and gym and things like that. He says that you
would do jobs like sweeping the carpets.

He says he remembers going out in the van before he
left Liberton. He thinks he was taken to another boys'
home, maybe to play football.

Then he says there was a games room, at
paragraph 32, with a pool table, tennis table and games,
there was a gym, there was a TV. He doesn't remember
any books or reading there.

He talks about visits from paragraph 34 and says
there was always a member of staff watching when they
had visits and that his mum would visit once or twice
a week and he was tearful when she visited. The social
work didn't come to see him much.

He says that visitors would sometimes bring sweets.

He says at paragraph 39:

'I remember going up to ask for my sweeties after my
mother had visited. I was told that there was nothing
there by Mr. I complained. I told Mrand he
just smirked at me. He said that he could stop that.'

He remembers a doctor coming in to do checkups and
he says that was around the time that Mrmas on his

case.
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He says at paragraph 40:

'If I went to the doctor or nurse when there were
marks on me, Mrwould just say to them that I had
been fighting or something like that. He covered up
everything. I don't know whether that is in my medical
notes.'

He says:

'TI got chickenpox when I was in there. There were
a few of us got it. We were taken up the stairs to have
a bath. That was unusual because we only usually got
showers. I remember Mrcoming in and inspecting us.
I wasn't well. He asked me to stand up. He came close
up. I asked him to get away from me. I remember
screaming, "Just leave me alone". I was distressed. He
then became violent to me. He grabbed me around the
back of the neck. He was strong. I grimaced and just
wanted to curl up. It was sore. He then left.'

He talks about bed wetting at paragraph 42:

'"The boys who did it would get humiliated by the
other boys, they would be called "peed the bed" and
things like that.'

He then talks about abuse from paragraph 43:

'If you did something wrong you got the belt. The
headmaster would give you that on the bum. I got that

a few times during the first time I was in Liberton.
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I got it once after I absconded. I just accepted it.
There was no one to tell me why I was getting punished.
I accepted it as the norm. I normally got disciplined
by the headmaster because of accusations Mr|SifLWhad made
up .

'You could get your privileges taken off you. You
wouldn't be allowed out in the gardens or anything like
that. You wouldn't be allowed your sweeties. You got
treated like crap when you had your privileges taken off
of you.

'You could be told to stand up and be humiliated.
That sort of thing went on. You would become the focus
of whatever had gone on. The television could sometimes
be turned off if you were misbehaving. If that
happened, all the other boys would blame you and you
would get kicked, punched and slapped off of them.

'MriSiEWMtried to make me the focus of things like
that quite a lot. I felt if I was good to him then he
wouldn't allow that to happen.

'If nobody was about you would get slapped about by
the staff. You got backhanders and things like that.

I mostly got that from Mr|3UlLW. It was a scuff around
the head. You thought that was acceptable at the time.
You thought that that was just the regime of where you

were at the time. Nowadays I know that that wasn't

138



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

acceptable.

'If there was a fight, the staff would step in.

They did boxing in the gym. They would take the boys
down there to sort it out between themselves. The PT
instructor would supervise. That happened once with me
after I had had an argument with another chap and ended
up fighting.

'When people were fighting they could be taken away
and put in a room. It was like an isolation room. The
room had a plastic window on it so the staff could see
inside. At one point I started thinking that if I got
into trouble I would be taken away to this room and
avoid being around MrEJ I thought that he would not
be able to get near me if I got sent up there.'

Then he tells us about Mr|[SilW from paragraph 50:

'On one occasion I was crying after my mum had
visited. I don't know whether I stuck out of the crowd
because I was tearful. Mr|SlLW came up to me. He put
his hand on the back of my neck and squeezed it. I went
up to my room. He came into the room and asked me
whether I was okay. He tried to be my friend. He tried
to be this sort of fatherly figure. He asked me whether
I wanted to help him tidy up and do this and that.

I thought he was trying to be good to me.

'There was an incident with one of the seniors,
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I ended up getting bullied. The bullies were asking me
to give them my sweeties. I went to speak to Mr[EIEN.

I spoke to him in the bedroom. He gave me a cuddle. He
then said, "Come on, you need to go back down the
stairs". I thought because of that, he was okay.

'Another time my mother came to visit. I asked her
when I was going to get out. She said that she didn't
know. I was crying. I went to the toilet. Mr [Fjcame
in. He gave me a cuddle. I felt something. I know now
that he was aroused. I froze. I then just moved away
I left the toilet. After that he would look at me.

I tried to stay away from him.

'"One day I was fighting with one of the other boys.
I got taken up to the isolation room by Mr. I was
struggling. That was the first time Mr|3ULW was violent
with me. He picked me up. As he was picking me up, he
put his hands around my testicles and squeezed them. He
then threw me. I ended up being kept in the isolation
room for a while. I was supposedly kept in there until
I calmed down.

'Later on, after I had been punished for absconding,
ur B told me to help him to tidy up. I was still in
the shorts and sandals. I thought it was a punishment.
He took me up to this cupboard. We went in to get the

brushes. He then shut the door and tried to feel me and
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stuff. He also made me clean the bathrooms on my own.
I think he was doing that to try and isolate me.

I think he was trying to keep me separate so that he
could do things to me.

'There was an older boy that came up to me and said
"You better start being good to[BJ¥'. That was when
I just wanted to get out of there. It was coming from
all angles. I don't know whether this was the boy who
was getting the sweeties out of my bag.

'Mr Bl was just drawn to me like a magnet. He
never raped me, but he was "touchy-feely”". At times he
wanted me to touch him and things like that. Every
chance he got he grabbed me in the same way. That was
his power thing. I never saw Mr[@J§ doing things to
anybody else. He isolated me. He knew exactly what he
was doing. He would put his foot against the door and
get you alone in the room.

'Mr Bl knew exactly what was happening at the
children's hearings. Somebody in the home must have
been sharing that information with him. I remember him
knowing my home address. I remember him saying to me,
"I see that your mum was at the hearing with you". He
would say that he knew what was being said. He also
said, "I see that they were going to give you the chance

to go home, but you're not getting to go home because
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you're not behaving in here. You could behave in here
and do what I say". I didn't trust the children's
hearings because it was all coming back to Mr The
only person I trusted when I went to those hearings was
my mother.

'T think that the way that the place was set up
meant that Mr didn't rape me. I think that if he
had had the chance he probably would have done that.

I think that to this day.'

He then says that things that were getting on top of
him because of what was happening with Mrand he
absconded and he went over the fence. He got back to
his mum's house and climbed in the back window, but then
his mum came back and then left and phoned people at the
assessment centre and a van came out to get him with two
members of staff.

At paragraph 60, he says:

'"There were two members of staff in the wvan. One
was in the front and the other was in the back. I think
it was the PT instructor in the back and in
the front. There was also a senior boy in the back of
the van.'

He tells us the name he thinks it was:

'I assume he was brought along to catch me if

I tried to run off again. The boy hit me in the back of
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the van. He told me that he was missing a football
match on the TV or the radio. That was a punishment
that was dished out to me. I was expected to take it.

'When they took me back they put me in the isolation
room. Mr gave me shorts without pockets and plastic
sandals. They used to give you those sandals so that
you couldn't run away again. I wouldn't put the shorts
and sandals on. Mrthen ripped my clothes off me.
He put his hands around my testicles. He squeezed me
like you wouldn't believe. He was vicious. I remember
wetting myself because I was scared. I then put on the
clothes.'

He says:

'I think I must have been in those plastic sandals
for about a month.

'The next day I was taken to see Mr McKiernan. He
gave me the belt across my bum. It was five or six
hits. After I was given the belt by the headmaster
I went back to my room. Mrcame in. He said
"You've got bruises, I need to check™. He said he had
to check to see that I wasn't cut. I had to pull my
shorts down.

'I think I tried to abscond on one other occasion.
I threw a brush handle at a window. The window didn't

break though.'
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He says then towards the end of his time at Liberton
the social work came and he told them that he was going
to run away again and he says that he thinks after that
they started the process of trying to get him into
another home.

He went to another children's hearing and he says
that at that point, this is at paragraph 65, he says:

'TI went to see the panel at the same place again.

I am not sure whether it was held for any specific
reason but it was held when things were getting a bit
more severe with Mr|SiEW. It was constant at that point.
He was touchy-feely and all the rest of it. After the
hearing, I went to run away. Someone stopped me. They
caught me at the bottom of the stairs. I remember my
mum saying "No" [and using his name] and I stopped and
looked at her. I wanted to say then and there that

I was being really badly treated. I went back to the
assessment centre after that hearing.'

He then says he was taken to Kibble and to see
Balrossie. He says he wanted to get away from Liberton.

Then there was another children's hearing and they
decided to place him at Balrossie. He was taken from
the hearing there. He tells us about Balrossie from
paragraph 68. He thinks he was there in 1974 or 1975,

but we know that he was admitted to Balrossie on
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class struggling with reading and writing and he was
skipping school and there was another Children's Hearing
and he was sent to Liberton.

I think we know from his records, my Lady, that he
got in trouble for minor offending and he ended up back
at the assessment centre. He was admitted there on

He was 13 years old at that time but he was only
there until_that year, so he was only there
for six days. So he thinks it was three months, but he
tells us that he was in the senior section this time,
from paragraph 82, and everything was the same.

He says he would fight and resist people and he got
the belt quite a few times off of Mr McKiernan and put
into the isolation room as well. He says it was the
same staff. Mrwas still there and it was exactly
the same as the first time.

He tells us that he decided to channel himself into
PT to get away from Mrand if he was doing that kind
of thing then he could avoid Mrgetting a grip of
him.

He doesn't remember getting any schooling again the
second time.

At paragraph 89, he says:

'Mr |RULY was a lot more "on me" the second time. He
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had more access to me because I was a senior. I was in
the gardens and things like that. He just did the same
stuff again. He intimidated me. The nastiness happened
again. It was the same touching and feeling. It was
like it had never stopped. I still had a fear of Mr
like you wouldn't believe.'

We then know from his records, my Lady, that he went
to Balrossie. He doesn't talk about going back to
Balrossie in his statement, but we know he went back on
_1977r and that was from Howdenhall and he was
aged 13 and he was there until_l978, so I think
that was around his 15th birthday.

I think then his section on Balrossie deals with the
period, but there were two different periods at
Balrossie.

Then after that second period at Balrossie, he was
admitted to Wellington Farm and he was admitted there on
_ 1978, when he was 15, and he was there until
B o0 so he was 16-and-a-half when he left.

That's from his records. Again, he thinks he was
a bit younger when he went there.

He tells us about Wellington from paragraph 91 and
he talks about there being a structure there, being
treated as an individual, treated with a lot more

respect compared to Liberton and Balrossie, but there
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were no incidents in terms of abuse.

He then says that he was due to get out of
Wellington. He felt safe there and felt okay, but ran
away because he wanted to stay there longer. But he
says that that didn't work. He says he was approaching
16 and he had to leave, but I think we know he was
l6-and-a-half when he actually left.

He got an interview for a Jjob and he says he was
told that when he went there there was an opening for
a car cleaner and he thought he would do that, so that's
what he did.

We know, my Lady, his supervision requirement was
terminated 0n_1979.

He then tells us a little bit more about Howdenhall
and reporting of abuse from paragraph 103. He says he
found it difficult to say to anybody what had happened
to him. He said he thought it would just get back to
Mr so there was a fear factor.

At paragraph 104:

'I remember going to see the headmaster about the
time that Mr Y was giving me grief. I told him that
I was behaving and Mr was constantly on my case.

'T told about the way I was being
treated. I told him that Mrwas being really bad to

me. I remember the look off of him. I then didn't see
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B o @ couple of days. I don't know whether

he was off or something. Mr then came up to me. He
said to me, "What have you been saying about me? I hear
everything”. LY must have told him what I

had been saying. The abuse continued afterwards.
Mrcame back at me with a vengeance.'

He talks about there being a lady coming in who was
nice to him and he felt like telling her what had been
going on, but he ended up not doing that.

Paragraph 107, he says:

'After the check-up I had with the doctor, Mr B
came up to me and asked me what I had said to the
doctor. He thought I had said something to the doctor.
I hadn't. Anybody who spoke to me, he wanted to know
what I had been saying.'

He tells us that after he absconded from Howdenhall
and was punished by the headmaster and Mr his mum
visited and he told her he was being treated badly.
Paragraph 108:

'I told her that I was getting hit and treated
horrible. She said, "Just keep your head down, son".

I didn't want to say to my mum, "Mum, I'm being abused
here". I couldn't tell her about the sexual stuff.
Maybe if we were more on our own I might have said

something. I don't know. If I had said something to
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I started thinking that I might not be the only one out
there. At that point, I thought that Mr Bl was still
alive. Maybe I wanted revenge. I don't know.'

He says that after he spoke to the Inquiry, the
police came to see him and they wanted to talk about
Mr He says they had a chat with him and they asked
him about . He says that it felt awkward
speaking to these men and he struggled and was tearful.

He says he doesn't know if it would have been
different if one of the officers had been a woman. Then
he says that later that year, a police officer phoned
him and told him that Mr By had passed away and that he
was "a horrible man".

In paragraph 120, he says the police officer told
him:

'He told me that Mr G had been really, really
nasty to other people as well.

'Hearing that Mr Bl was dead made me feel good, in
the sense that he was no longer able to abuse anybody
else. However, I do feel robbed of seeing justice done
to that man. I started thinking, "Maybe if I had talked
to someone back then he may have not been a position to
do anything to anybody else". However, I'd always felt
as if I was just on my own. I felt alone back then.

There was nobody there I could have spoken to.'

151






10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

'Mr has shaped my life for so long. He caused
me to run away. He made me think of bad things when
things were good. He has ruined the moment. He has
done that over the years.'

He talks about being very protective of his children
and the people he works with today and says that it has
affected his relationship. He gets on more with females
and motherly figures than males. He talks about being
put on anti-depressants and they've helped. He says
he's had to do self-help, and at paragraph 131, he says:

'I know today that I need to get it all out. That
is why I decided to speak to the Inguiry. I needed to
get the secret that has been with me for all of that
time out.'

He tells us about some other information from
paragraph 133 and says that nobody asked him why he was
running away in the children's hearings. There should
have been more focus on why he wanted to run away from
those places and he thinks there should have been
someone independent who he could talk with, who he could
have built up trust with. He talks about the Care
Inspectorate and that being there nowadays.

He would have preferred if he was left alone to
speak with his mother and might have found that easier

to say things to her.
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it, and she says that they told them that.

She says she went to education after breakfast,
which she says was of a primary standard, not for older
kids.

She says at paragraph 20:

'"The bell went and the ones going to education went
there, the rest were all cleaning the floors, the
bedrooms and toilets. I went to the education to start
with and as I was there longer, I had to do the cleaning
because they couldn't educate me any more.'

She tells us at dinner time there was no talking
while you were eating.

She says at paragraph 21:

'If you spoke, there was a man, Mr who was
EEEEE - B o had a big bunch of keys
and he threw them at your head for talking.'

She says that they would go back to the common room
and sit and write letters to family or play the two or
three records that were there on a record player and
that was it basically. There would then be a shower
after dinner. There was no choice. You had to have one
and you had to have a shower every day. She says:

'"The showers had no curtains and you stood in
a gueue with only a hair towel. There were no bath

towels, so you showed your front or your backside [and
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the staff she remembers; Mrs -who -the place,
Mrs Easton the matron. She says there was also someone
called -- sorry, there was Mr
someone called [EEJ vr- EEEE v BEENEGEG -

At paragraph 29, she says:

'"After I'd been in a while I got to know the other
girls there. There was a hierarchy. I eventually got
to the top of this when I'd been in a long time.

I wasn't a bully, but you've got to stick up for
yourself. 1In general I got on with the other girls
okay, but I kept myself to myself. I realised I had to
do this if I wanted to survive.'

She says she didn't know why she was there and she
was too frightened to ask and she didn't understand what
was happening. She says going to the panels she was
frightened and her mum would always say, 'I think she
needs more time'.

She says at paragraph 32 that she thinks she missed
most of high school and her schooling was like primary
education. They got art, which she liked, and she was
making belts and pictures and things like that, but she
wasn't there for long because she started doing the
cleaning.

At paragraph 34, she says:
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there being issues then with her brothers.

She then talks about abuse at Liberton from
paragraph 42:

'I'11 tell you how bad it was there. I went to
prison when I was 14 and it was brilliant compared to
Liberton Assessment Centre.'

My Lady, there isn't a record of her going to prison
specifically in the records, so I don't know if this was
something that happened after she had run away on one
occasion but it isn't specifically recorded.

She says:

'Some of the staff were okay, some quite nasty.
There was a woman called who was really bad. If
you swore or spoke back to staff you'd get dragged to
the cells by the hair or the arms up your back. If they
attacked you and vou hit back, you'd get the cane and
then taken back up to the cells. You could be in there
for days. You had to call them by their title, like
vrs [ZGE-

‘Bl 1oved to hurt you. She was a big woman and
she'd get you down and put all her weight on you with
your face on the ground, arms up your back. There were
plenty of other staff to help her so she didn't have to
do it.

'One time we went to a camp place at Loch Doon. It
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was way out in the hills. We stayed in bothys.

Mrs lost her keys for the centre and we didn't
know about it, but she thought somebody had taken them.
She was frightened that someone would find out. There
was no hot water there, but she said she was going to do
something nice for us and give us all a bath and wash
our hair, because we'd been there about five days.

'She took us in one at a time. I was the last one
taken in and the bath was full of cold water. She took
hold of me and forced my head under the water again and
again. I thought I was going to drown. She kept asking
me where her keys were. I didn't know. I asked the
other girls and I was the only one she had done it to.
She eventually found them in the place where she got the
coal. She never apologised to me. To this day, I hate
my head underwater, even at the hairdresser.

'"The last week I was at Liberton I had run away and
when I got back I asked to go to the toilet. A woman
took me and I must have answered her back in a certain
way and she grabbed me and I pushed her. She shouted
for help and Mrs came and they dragged me away
with my arm up my back. I was taken to
office to be caned. I wouldn't take my trousers down to
get caned on the back of my legs, so I got it over the

face.
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'T was dragged to the cell. I don't know how many
days I was there. There was a window in it, but it was
really high so you couldn't see outside. I heard
a fight going on outside involwving my friend and another
girl that I didn't like, so I shouted support to her.

I was overheard. Mr came in and got me to
stand up and he slapped me right in the face. I would
fall onto the mattress and he kept telling me to get up
and slapped me again. He was a big man. I wouldn't cry
and it was annoying him, so he kept on slapping me. He
was either or

'"That night or the next, I was sleeping in the cell
and I was wakened up and I remember getting pulled up by
my nightie and he buggered me. It was Mr
A1l I remember him saying was "Bitch" and that I wasn't
to say anything. I put it out of my head for so long.

I didn't even know you could do that sort of thing when
I was that age.

'TI actually thought I'd done something wrong and
I was embarrassed about what had happened. I couldn't
tell anyone. I was kept in the cells and a few days
later an old teacher from my List D school came and
asked to see me. She spoke to me and I told her I had
to get out of the assessment centre. She took me away

and I never went back. I never got into trouble again.
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I never done a thing.

'I always knew things like that happened there,
because it's what everybody tells you. I never thought
it would happen to me. I thought I looked after myself
enough. I thought I'd shout out. I only spoke up about
it five years ago.

'TI heard rumours about another member of staff,

Mr , who was another man in authority in the
place. It was a well-known fact that he was doing
things with the young boys from about 8 to 12 years old.
We knew whose turn it was as he would sit them on his
knee and bounce them up and down, cuddling them.

'If you were speaking in the dormitory or doing
something wrong and no one owned up to it you'd all be
taken downstairs and have to stand on your tiptoes with
your arms out and two fingers touching the wall. This
could be for hours. Eventually they'd let you go
because no one would ever own up.

'"The cells were a frequent punishment for doing
small things wrong. I couldn't count how many times
I was in them. ©Not in the beginning, at the latter end
of my time there. You also had to scrub the floors with
toothbrushes. They would stop you going on visits and
stop you seeing your family when they came to visit.

I didn't see any of this as a punishment. It was all
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I knew. You weren't allowed to swear, you had to speak
to the staff like teachers, calling them Mrs or
Mrs IIIIII.

'There was this other thing that went on called
"grabbing", which was like in the programme "Life with
gypsies". It was the senior boys in there who carried
it out. You could just be walking past and they'd grab
you and pull you into a cubbyhole or something and grope
you. There was only a couple of them that could do it.
If you went to the gym, there was a bit there they'd
pull you under so no one could see you and under tables
and things. That happened quite a lot. More so as
I got older and you'd have to fight away from them and
they'd just be groping you.'

She goes on to say:

'They would hide and grab you or they'd wait on
girls making the toast at supper time. They'd watch
them going then grab them.'

Then she says at paragraph 57:

'I was late to start my periods, I was 14. You had
to ask for pads if you needed them. They were huge.
Mrs - told Mr that T was a lady now and he put
me on his shoulder and smacked and patted my backside.
It was like he was putting me on show. I was really

embarrassed.
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She says there you were taken to buy cigarettes,
tuck and toiletries and you had no toiletries at the
assessment centre.

She then talks about going to stay at her granny's
at paragraph 64, and I think we know from the records
that this was after the first time at the
assessment centre, so in between the first and second
time, she was there for about nine or ten weeks. She
says her mum was there -- I think this was the time her
mum had lost her house, but she says that everything was
too much for her. She would get put out the house quite
a lot and she ended up asking friends' parents to let
her stay the night or sleeping in stairwells. Her
grandad called the police and said he didn't want her
there and she ended up back at the assessment centre.

She said that she had visited a few List D schools,
but they wouldn't take her because they said she was toco
much trouble and eventually says Tynepark took her on
and she says she went there, but it was completely
different to what she was used to. She had been used to
being locked up.

She tells us about Tynepark from paragraph 67. She
does mention in the following paragraphs about the

World's End Murders and running away during the time

when that happened and having to view one
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of the bodies, because they fitted her description, but
I think we know from the records that she would have
been in the assessment centre at the time of the World's
End Murders, so it may be that she is getting mixed up,
but she says that when she came back from running away
on that occasion, she was slapped across the face by
there.

She says there was bullying there, but she got on
fine in general.

She talks then from paragraph 80 about getting out
of Tynepark on her 16th birthday and moving into her
granny's. She says that it didn't work out. She went
to the social work to see about a flat, but they offered
her a hostel and she says that she would rather sleep on
the streets, so she moved from friend to friend.

She'd work but lose her job because she had nowhere
to stay and she'd end up getting in trouble.

She then tells us about life after being in care
from paragraph 81 and says she never felt like she had
anybody because she was taken out of her family.

She says her mum became a bag lady in the street and
she talks about getting attention from her friends' dads
from the age of about 12 and when she was on street, it
got worse.

She was living on the streets and she ended up being
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10 or 11 when he returned from Ireland. He says he was
a punchbag for his stepdad, both he and his mother were
alcoholics. His aunt tried to adopt him but his mum and
stepfather didn't allow it.

The first year of high school, the social work got
invelved. He went to a Children's Panel and he was
taken to Howdenhall on care and protection grounds. He
told the social work what was happening with his
stepfather and he says he was taken to Howdenhall from
the second panel, and that was on_l977. He
would have been 12 years old at that time.

He had two spells in Howdenhall. The first one was

from _1977 to -1977, for five months.
Then again, the second time was _1977, and he

was still 12, and he was there until he went to
Dr Guthrie's on- 1978 and he was 13 by that time.
My Lady, he tells us about Howdenhall from
paragraph 18 onwards and tells us that unfortunately he
got as his care worker and he says that when
he first arrived, he was taken to the assessment centre,
taken upstairs, showered and changed into his uniform
and then told to sit in the common room. He says that
nobody told him anything, except showing him his room
and to do as he was told.

He says he was told where he was sleeping and if he
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didn't do what he was told he would get the belt or
locked up.

He talks about boys being in their own little
cliques, this is at paragraph 23, he says:

'T kept myself to myself constantly.’

He talks about being locked up overnight at
paragraph 24. If you needed the toilet, you banged

the door and just hoped the janitor was around.

be

on

He says that the junior boys would be in one part of

the dining room, the girls in another and the senior

boys in another and they never mixed.

He talks about going to classrooms after breakfast

and then after break time, going to a common room and

then back to classrooms, like a normal school day, and

then again after lunch going back to class and then
common room to wait for dinner.

There would be some activities if you behaved.
says there was nothing in the dorm except your bed.
TV, no radio, you weren't allowed to speak.

He says, this is at paragraph 25 at the end:

'"That's when the abuse started from .‘

He tells us then that there was nothing in the

common room except a TV, no games. There wasn't

a leisure time. It was just the time you weren't at

He

No

school. The place was completely secure and there was
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a small yard where you could exercise in the middle of
the place. He says it was literally like a young
offenders' place.

'Alexander' says the food was bulk cooked with no
flavour and no taste, it was bland. There was a tuck
shop but the money had to come from your parents so he
didn't have any money to buy anything from his mum.
Sometimes he would get money from his aunt and uncle
when they visited.

He talks about there being a long row of showers,
five or six cubicles without dividers. There was no
privacy and a member of staff would stand at the door
and you couldn't have a shower when you wanted. It was
in the morning and at night. There was a uniform, he
talks about. You didn't get to wear your own clothes
and the education was more like watching nature
programmes on TV than doing normal schoolwork.

He tells us at paragraph 32 in relation to trips,
that at weekends staff would pick their favourites and
take a group in the minibus to a bothy up near
Loch Leven and he went up there two or three times. He
would walk in the hills and the weekends were good
there, because you weren't locked up at night and you

could watch TV in an actual living room.

He says that Mr picked him to go to the
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bothy and it was him and his wife. He says at some
point they just clicked and they were always nice when
they were speaking to him.

He said that at the weekends, to break the boredom,
you could volunteer to sweep the floors and mop the
corridors, but you didn't have to do it. He talks about
one of the teachers being a Bible basher and trying to
preach religion. He then says that on one occasion he
went home for Christmas and given a kite by his mother,
but it was taken off of him when he got back and you
weren't allowed anything of your own.

He says he thought he saw a social worker about
three times over his two spells in Howdenhall, this is
paragraph 37.

He says he never tried to run away. He wasn't
interested in that and he certainly wouldn't have went
home .

Then he talks about abuse from paragraph 41, and he
says:

'If you were caught swearing or were being
mischievous you would get the belt from
or you would be locked in a cell. It happened to me.

I was a normal teenager. I got belt about twice. You
had to go to his office to get it. I think it was three

or four times over the hands. The cells were literally
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like a police cell. A wooden bench, a mattress,

a pillow and a blanket. There was a toilet in the
corner. The longest I was in the cell was a week.

I spoke to the psychologist about the abuse I was
suffering and he toldand I was told to
shut my mouth and put in a cell. My meals were brought
to me and I was taken for a shower after everybody else
had been. I was put in for the night a few times for
doing things like being cheeky to staff members. I went
in for the week during my first time in the

assessment centre. It was ENZHIIEENGNGzGzgE - put re
there. I couldn't tell you his name. Him and his wife
stayed in the house on site. I was 12 years old. The
younger ones were put there at times too.

'If you were caught talking in your dorm at night
you were dragged out into the corridor and made to stand
there, spreadeagled against the wall, for maybe half
an hour. You were then put back into your room.

Various members of staff would do this. I think it came
from one person and then they all started doing it. It
was who started it.

'I don't know 's first name. That's all we
knew him by. It was "Mr B¥" to his face. He was in
his 30s or 40s. He was fat and stinking of alcohol.

A typical middle-aged fat guy. He worked different
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shifts on a rota. He was a care worker and in charge of
me and a few other boys. If he was on at night, maybe
working until about 10 o'clock, he would creep along the
corridor once the lights were out and listen to hear
anyone talking. He would come in, drag the boy out into
the corridor and make them stand spreadeagled against
the wall for half an hour. This is where the sexual
abuse started. It wasn't only myself he did this to.

He would only ever bring one boy out at a time. All the
boys knew about it and would say, "You don't want to be
taken out by him at night, you know what will happen".'

You stood spreadeagled at the wall, he would make
you take your pyjama top off and start rubbing your
chest and work his way down, whilst pushing himself into
your back with an erection. He then brought your hand
round and made you stroke him.

'Sometimes he would take you into the changing rooms
and make you strip off totally and you were made to
masturbate him. This happened to me about four times.

I told the psychiatrist while he was showing me how to
play chess and we were chatting away. I told him
exactly what had happened. He immediately got up, left
the office and came back with I was
told under no circumstances to ever say or mention what

I had said to anyone else again. I was then taken
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straight from his office to a cell for a week and I was
told if I mentioned it again it would be longer. So I
never mentioned it to anyone ever again.

Bl didn't come to see me in the cell and the abuse
never happened again. This was about the time Mr and
Mrs QESEERJ started being more friendly with me. They
had heard what I had said and I don't know if they were
taking care of me. From then on, I never really had
anything to do with him again. We weren't even allowed
to be in the same room. So something had been done
about it. I think he was still doing it with other
boys, as it was still the standing joke of the
assessment centre of what would happen if he caught you
talking at night. And that was happening right up until
the day I left.

'Out of the blue, I was told I was going home.'

He says he wasn't given much notice at all. He was
taken to a panel and put back into the
assessment centre. At the panel, he was asked if he
wanted to go home and said 'no'. He says when he was at
home, the abuse from his mum's boyfriend continued --
sorry, from his stepfather.

He says he thinks it was through the school the

social work got involved again, but he's not sure. He

was placed back into the assessment centre and then he
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says when he went there, [l was still there but there
was no more abuse and it was the same routine the second
time, nothing ever changed.

He then talks about the fact that he went to
Dr Guthrie's and he says he was taken out of class,
taken upstairs and told to change into his own clothes
and he was asked if he wanted to go home and he said
'no' and he went to Dr Guthrie's.

He tells us then about Dr Guthrie's and the evidence
in relation to that was read in on 31 May 2024 of the
Inquiry, that was Day 448.

He was taken there on - 1978, so he would have
been 13 years old at that time, and he talks about
physical assault by a member of staff. We know that he
left there on_ 1979, when he was aged 15,
almost 16.

We have his detail about Dr Guthrie's and then he
talks about life after care from paragraph 90 to 100.

He says that after Dr Guthrie's, he stayed at his
mum's for about two months. He was put into a halfway
house. He was there for about three or four months and
then he went to Jubilee Cottage. He got a job at
a department store. He was a trainee commis chef after
that, through a government scheme, and then he moved

over to East Kilbride and was living with his
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grandmother.

He says then he then stayed in bedsits, anywhere
that would take him. He didn't have much work. He went
to catering college, joined the Territorial Army, he was
down in Surrey and he worked with the military from 1986
to 1991. He was then told he was an asthmatic and had
to leave and after that, he was working with some
agencies.

He met someone and he has been with his partner
22 years at the time of the statement. He's been
diagnosed with COPD, but he says he's been working in
corporate security.

He tells us about an occasion when he saw Mrin
a bar in Edinburgh a couple of times and then saw him on
the bridges in Edinburgh and was following him and that
Mrjumped on a bus and got away.

He talks about impact between paragraphs 101 and
103. He says that until he took control of his life
22 years ago, he had been kicked from pillar to post.

Paragraph 103, he says:

'"I'm in charge of myself now and what happens is
through me [he names his partner] and no one else. As
I said, taking responsibility or taking orders doesn't
wash with me in the slightest. That's a major problem.

I don't trust anyone because of what happened in the
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-1998 and tells us about that from paragraph 34.

She tells us about abuse in foster care from
paragraph 59, and again that evidence has been given by
her in person.

After that situation with the foster carers broke
down she went back to stay with her nana, but she ended
up saying that she had to go somewhere else and she
ended up on an emergency order going to a resource

centre. From the reports, my Lady, we know that that

on _ 1998, when she was aged 13.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions -

it was decided that she was going to go to

secure accommodation.
I think we know from her records, my Lady, that she

was put to Lothian Villa on a timeout on_l999

and then returned to Pathway on- jReI'Mll Secondary Institutio
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e lnsmu“m was put into St Katharine's on _
12899,

Then she tells us about St Katharine's from
paragraph 121. She said that she felt like a criminal
when she went there and she was met by two female
members of staff. She says:

'"They told me that before I was taken to my room
I needed to be strip searched. I was told to go and
have a shower. When I came out I only had the towel
wrapped round me and they wanted me to do star jumps.

I told them I wasn't going to do that.'

She says that she felt abandoned at a time when she
needed care, having to say goodbye to a member of her
family who had taken her there and staff.

There is a record, my Lady, that she made
an official complaint about this strip search incident.
It's in her records on 14 November 2000, so the next
year she made a complaint about it, so it is recorded.

She talks about the bed in the Guthrie unit in her
room being fastened to the floor, but the room had it's
own shower and bathroom facilities. She talks about
Luz beingwhen she was there.

She tells us about some of the staff members at

paragraph 124.
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Pathway --
LADY SMITH: There is something wrong with that heading, the
words 'foster care' should have been deleted there.
MS FORBES: Yes, I think that was by accident.
She was moved from Pathway then to Logans on
_ 1999 and then left there in -2000.
She tells us about Pathway again from paragraph 163.
She says she stayed there for about six months, but we
have the dates.
Then she talks about foster care that she tried and
she said the placement didn't last long, only for a
couple of months, and then she was back at panel before

being at Pathway again.

She talks about Moore House School, she was there

from her records we know-ZOOO to -2000 and

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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She then talks about I think Cauvin House, and we

know about that from paragraph 194. She left there on

_2000, the supervision reguirement was

terminated.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She says she's confused about where she was and dates,
but she ended up going to a bed and breakfast in Dunbar.
She was kicked out of that.

She went to a landlady in Portobello and she was
there for a while, she got a place in _and
then she says that she was able to get all the drink and
drugs out of her system. She started going to high
school and she said that she was older when she actually
left high school, because of how much she had missed.

She says that she met her husband then and she was
given her own flat. She was about 19, but she ended
up -- I think at that time he wasn't her husband, but
they split up and I think later got back together.

She then talks about various different places and
supported accommodation in the following paragraphs and
again being in her own flat on a couple of occasions.

Then she tells us about life after being in care

from paragraph 222.
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These are all people whose identities cannot be made
known as having been referred to in our evidence outside

this room.

I'11l start with then we have Mr [JNYIR
Mr , Mr somebody called Mrs ,
Mr and Mrs and Mr . I think that
long list and have already been mentioned

previously, but I wanted to make sure people remembered
them.
Thank you.
(4.15 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until a date and time to be

confirmed)
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